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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

News & Notes 

 
 
School News:  Merry Christmas from St. Mary students 
and staff!  We celebrated with Christmas programs as well 
as band and strings concerts!  Thank you to everyone who 
showed up to watch our really fun programs.  Throughout 
the Advent Season, the school community did a fantastic 
job raising items for our community including baby items, 
canned fruits and veggies, and pasta items.  The middle 
school grades each adopted a family from ECHO and bought 
close to $1000 in gifts!  Additionally, the school community 
helped raise hundreds of dollars in support of Isaac, who at 
age 3 was diagnosed with high risk Stage IV Neuroblasto-
ma.  Giving was certainly a part of the Advent Season this 
year. 
 
SCRIP:  Thank you so much to all our parishioners who 
help support our SCRIP program.  In the recent masses we 
have been selling over $10,000 in product which results in 
hundreds of dollars coming back to the school.  Your      
support is extremely appreciated!  Thank you for making 
2018 our most successful SCRIP year yet! 
 
Dates to Remember:  
1/2:  Classes Resume  
1/3:  Middle School Field Trip to  
        Milwaukee Art Museum  
1/4:  Student Art Night at JPAC (5:30 pm)  

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP cards are available for purchase in the school 
office and after Mass twice per month ….. next up, the 
weekend of January 5th/6th and 19th/20th..   
 

Thank you for supporting your parish and school! 

Incense Alert!  With special seasons like Advent, 
incense is used as a visual aid to remind us of the      
sacredness of this holy season.  ‘Things are different’   
as servers like to tell me.   
 

Incense will be used at the 4:30 and 10:30 Masses    
during Advent.  As always, the 8:30 AM Sunday Mass 
is incense free.  We will use incense through Sunday,  
January 6, which is the Epiphany of the Lord.   

Please note:  Lifetouch Directory Pictures 
Please note, if you had your portrait taken for our  
pictorial directory, but did not order any extra pictures, 
then your free 8 x 10 will be delivered to the rectory 
office.  (If you did order additional pictures, these will 
be delivered to your home, including the free 8 x 10.)  
Call before stopping by to be sure someone is available 
to assist you 752-7861.   
If you were unable to attend our photography dates or 
times, let Lifetouch assist you in scheduling a session at 
a nearby location.  Once photographed, your image will 
be provided back to us.  Call them at 1-866-756-0281,  
9 am-5 pm EST for more information. 

Saints Corner:  To help in the original Apostles 
work of preaching the Gospel, several men were set 
aside and ordained.  One of those men was St. Stephen.  
He was a disciple of Jesus and was well known to the 
Twelve.  Stephen went out and debated the Greek 
speaking Jews.  He was very wise and persuasive.     
Stephen was accused of blasphemy against Moses and 
God and was led before the Sanhedrin.  He was           
sentenced to death by stoning and became the first 
martyr for the faith.  The saint’s feast day is this 
Wednesday, December 26th.  Stephen’s courage to    
witness for Jesus in words is an example for all to     
emulate. 
 

Holy Day of Obligation Coming Up:    This time of 
year is full of holy days.  This Tuesday, we joyfully   
gather for Christmas, the birth of our Lord.  (Mass times 
are in the bulletin.)  Next Tuesday, January 1st, is the 
solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.  Our Church 
gathers for this day because our faith confesses that 
Mary did really give birth to a human nature – Jesus.  
This is the same Jesus whom we declare is God.  This 
Jesus also gave us Mary – to be our Mother to love us 
and guide us to her Son.  January 1st is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, which means it is treated like a Sunday and 
all Catholics are to come to worship that day.  Mass at 
Nativity of Mary will be on that day at 9:15 AM.  Please 
join and start the New Year right with our Lady! 
 

Finally, I want to thank all those who make our Advent 
and Christmas worship so beautiful.  Thank you to Bob 
Craig, our liturgist, for his organization and guidance.  
Our musicians, cantors, and choirs, have spent much 
time practicing.  Many thanks to them for their  
dedication.  We also have many hands and feet that 
contributed to the placement of decorations and the 
setting up of the environment.  Thank you to all who 
make that possible. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas!  Safe travels. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father's only Son, 
full of grace and truth. 
- Jn 1:14  
 

************************************************************** 
Here we are, mere days from Christmas, and we hear a Gospel 
anticipating the birth of another child. Mary has received 
word that her cousin Elizabeth is with child. Pregnant as she 
is, Mary "set out and traveled to the hill country in haste." She 
has recently received the greatest news of her life - that she is 
to be mother to the Messiah by the power of the Holy Spirit - 
but her concern is for her cousin in need. Through God's 
grace, Elizabeth turns it into an opportunity to honor the  
coming Christ. "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb." Yet Mary's example of selflessness 
should inspire us. 
As Christmas draws near, there is plenty of goodness to      
anticipate for many of us. We'll reunite with family and 
friends, uphold time-honored traditions, swap stories old and 
new, exchange gifts, and welcome Jesus at the Christmas    
liturgy. These are wonderful things! Of course, they probably 
all come with their own to-do list. Shop for last-minute gifts, 
pick up recipe ingredients, ready the guest room, or pack your 
own bags. Mary probably had things to do as well. She had a 
lot to consider, for one thing. How do you plan to tell your 
parents you're pregnant, but no man was involved? When 
Joseph finds out, who will care for the practical needs of you 
and your child? Into what may have been a chaos of questions, 
Mary receives news that someone is in need. She goes         
immediately. 
In these final days before Christmas, stay watchful and awake! 
You never know when God might invite you to welcome,    
hospitality, and compassion. It might be tempting to reject the 
opportunity for your own needs. Follow the example of Mary! 
If God is providing you an opportunity to love, He will provide 
the means to accomplish all your other tasks. This Christmas 
season, may you too hear, "Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled."  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, December 23, 2018 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mi 5:1-4a / Heb 10:5-10 / Lk 1:39-45 
 
Readings for Next Sunday, December 30, 2018 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / Lk 2:41-52 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Peter Barrett,  

Bill and Judy Bever, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Jeanette Durant,  

Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Caroline McNally, Pat,  

Max Rammer,  Phyllis Rice, Madelynn Schieve,                  

Colleen Schroeder, Edna Thorp, Kelly Dooley, 

Trewartha, Peter Weirich, Lola Williams, 

Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.       
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by a 

homebound parishioner. 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

 

“Thanks  
 

be  
 

to  
 

God  
 

for  
 

his  
 

unspeakable  
 

gift!” 
 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
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What’s Happening 

Memorial Tree 
This year we will have one of  
our Christmas trees designated 
as our “In Memory of” tree. 
 

We encourage you to place an  
ornament representing a loved 
one who has passed away on  
the tree starting December 24th.   
(please do not bring an  
ornament to the rectory, as  
we cannot be responsible for  
its care) 
 

Also, please label your ornament 
with your name.  Removal can 
be at any time, but all ornaments 
will need to be removed by the 
end of the Christmas season, 
January 13th, 2019. 

ECHO Christmas Dinner 
Please join us! 

Tuesday, December 25 
11 am-1 pm 

Open to the entire community—Everyone’s welcome!   
St. William Catholic Church 

1820 Ravine Street in Janesville 
Call 754-5333 or 921-5900 for delivery, transportation, 

or with any questions. 

Grief Support Group  
 

In January, Agrace HospiceCare will begin “Journey 
Through Grief,” a six-week grief support group series for 
adults.  Anyone who is grieving the death of a loved one 
can join. The group meets at Agrace in Janesville, on  
Tuesdays, January 15 to February 19, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Pre-registration is required; call (608) 327-7118. Unwrap the gifts in your marriage on the next  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  It is a weekend for  

married Christian couples who value their relationship and 

desire a richer, fuller life together.  Start your new year out 
right and sign up today for a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on Jan 25-27 in Brookfield, WI; Feb 15-17 in  

Geneva, IL or March 15-17 in Madison, WI.  For more  
information visit our website at:  

alifetimeoflove.org or  call (888) 574-5653.  

Centering Prayer 
 

A Centering Prayer Group meets each Monday morning at 
11am in the Nativity House of St. Mary Nativity Church.   
We invite you to come and join us for this half hour of prayer.  
Centering Prayer is silent prayer which facilitates the  
development of contemplative prayer by preparing our body, 
mind and spirit to cooperate with this gift.  It is not meant to 
replace other kinds of prayer; it simply puts other kinds of 
prayer into a new and fuller perspective.  During this time of 
prayer, we consent to God’s Presence and Action within.  We 
invite you to come and check out the process and see if this 
kind of prayer helps you to become more deeply engaged with 
the Mystery of God’s Presence.  For more information call  
Sr. Connie – 608-563-0783. 
 

Centering Prayer will not meet on December 24th or 31st.  
The group will meet as usual on January 7th at 11 am.   

Faith Sharing Group 
Come join our Tuesday morning group, 10:30 AM-Noon.  
We offer scripture discussion (Sunday’s readings) as well 
as prayer and friendship.  Contact Rose for more  
information 754-8451.  
 

Faith Sharing will not meet on December 25th or 
January 1st.  The group will meet as usual on  
January 8th at 10:30 am. 

A big THANK YOU  
to all who donated toys or cash  

to the ECHO TOY Drive.   
You helped to provide a Christmas  

to children in need. 

Warm smiles, please apply ….. 
If you’re available to greet new members after Mass  
occasionally throughout the year, please call Sharlet in 
the parish office at (608) 752-7861.  We need a few 
new faces in our rotation of volunteers!   



Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, December 23 
  8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
     10:30 AM  Howard Liston 
Monday, December 24 
  4:00 PM  Jack & Claire Damrow 
  6:00 PM  Jennifer Finn, Arthur Jacobs & Patrick J. Finn 
Tuesday, December 25 
  12:10 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Wednesday, December 26 
   8:15 AM  No Mass 
Thursday, December  27 
   8:15 AM  No Mass 
Friday, December 28 
    8:15 AM  Richard & Nancy McCann 
Saturday, December 29 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, December 30 
      8:30 AM  Robert & Mary Neeson 
  10:30 AM  Felisa Booc 

Cluster Corner 

  Christmas 
Eve  

 

Christmas 
Day 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
12/30 

Nativity of Mary  4:00 & 
6:00 pm 

10:00 am  
 

 8:15 am 
 

4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  4:00 & 
10:30 pm 

8:15 & 
10:00 am 

   
 

5:00 pm 
 
 

8:15 & 10:00 am 
 

St. Patrick  4:00 & 
7:00 pm 

10:00 am 
Bilingual 

 8:00 am 8:00 am 
 

 4:00 pm 
 
 

9:00 am 
12:00 Noon 
 en Español 

St. William 4:00 pm & 
Midnight 

8:00 & 
10:30 am 

 

   4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
  

        

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

       9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

       11:00 am 

Parish Event Calendar 
  

Friday, December 28 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, December 29 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

December 27 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Adoration, St. Patrick 
December 28 8:45-9:45 AM 
Holy Hour, Nativity of Mary 
December 31 9:00 AM-2:00 PM 
Red Cross Blood Drive, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS to make an appt.  Walk-ins welcome. 

Christmas Mass Schedule— 
     

    Christmas Eve—24th Christmas Day—25th New Year’s Eve—31st New Year’s Day—1st 
Nativity of Mary  4:00 & 6:00 pm  10:00 am     9:15 am 
 

St. John Vianney  4:00 & 10:30 pm  8:15 & 10:00 am     8:15 am 
 

St. Patrick  4:00 & 7:00 pm  10:00 am (bilingual)    5:15 pm 
 

St. William  4:00 pm & Midnight 8:00 & 10:30 am  4:00 pm   9:00 am 
 

St. Mary, Milton  4:00 & 6:00pm (church) 9:00 am      9:00 am 
    4:05 pm (center)  
 

St. Joseph, Edgerton 6:00 pm   10:30 am  5:30 pm 

The Parish Office of Nativity of Mary 
will be closed on Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th. 
 

No Reconciliation  
December 25th. 
 

No Daily Mass  
December 26th & 27th. 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 


