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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
 

Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed ...Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager .... Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary ..……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ............................... (608) 754-5221 
Principal .......................... Matthew Parish 
Secretary ………………...Sue Vodak &                       
                                        Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………….Kathy Hookham 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick ............................. Sat. 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ................ Sat. 5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:15 & 9:45 am 

St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 

St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 9:00 am 

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Money Counts for 2018-2019 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 31    

01-28-2018 6,998.68 6,102.96 895.72 

YTD $354,699.13 402,703.18 -48,004.05 

Money Matters 

News & Notes 

 
Join the Knights of Columbus in praying the   
rosary, next weekend, and the first 
Sunday of every month,       
immediately following the 
8:30 AM Mass. 

 
School News:  We did our  best to not let the wintry weather  
put a damper on Catholic Schools Week!  The students had a lot 
of fun on Pajama Day on Tuesday, which also included free 
breakfast for lunch for all students and staff.  Thank you so much 
to Jeremy and Lynsey Dostal for coordinating that event! The 
school students were still able to go bowling on Friday to  
celebrate Catholic Schools Week as an entire school.  It was great 
to see the bigger students encouraging and helping out the smaller 
ones!  We obviously had some cancellations and we will be  
celebrating the rest of Catholic Schools Week this coming week 
as make up days.  We are looking forward to both Parent Teacher 
Conferences this week as well as the Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Contest! 
 
Spaghetti Dinner:  Thank you so much for  everyone who 
came our for our spaghetti dinner!  It was another wonderfully 
successful event.  Thank you to the Villalpandos who led the 
charge in the kitchen, as well as the entire Athletic Board who 
coordinated and supported the events. We were pleased to see so 
many people and are happy to keep this tradition alive.  
 
Upcoming Events:   
2/5:  Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 
2/6:  Student led school Mass (8:15) 
2/7:  No School, Parent Teacher Conferences (12-8) 
2/8:  No School 
3/8:  Salad Luncheon  

Saints Corner:  This coming Wednesday, February 6, 
the Church celebrates the feast day of the Japanese martyrs.  
They were people from various backgrounds and vocations 
who gave up their lives for Jesus, be they Japanese,      
Mexican, Indian, or Spanish.  One person who was part of 
this group was St. Louis Ibaraki.  He was the youngest of 
the group – 12 years old!  Louis was an altar boy.  He and 
many others were force marched from Kyoto to Nagasaki.  
There, each was fixed upon a cross.  One by one, each   
person was killed by a thrust of a spear.  The year was 1597. 
 

This was not the end.  The Japanese had either executed or 
exiled all foreigners and Christians from Japan.  Yet, when 
missionaries were allowed to enter the island 300 years   
later, they found the Catholic faith practiced in secret.  
Why?  Generations of people had been inspired by the life 
and example of St. Louis Ibaraki, a young man of only 12.  
May we be inspirations of faith and hope to our young   
people. 
 

Stewardship Reflection:  The example of St. Louis    
Ibaraki’s life reminded me of the story of the loaves and 
fishes.  There were thousands of people who had stayed to 
listen to Jesus’ teachings and they were hungry.  A boy had 
several loaves of bread and a few pieces of fish.  They were 
not enough to feed the huge crowd, yet he brought them 
forward to Jesus.  On his own power, the boy could not feed 
so many.  Yet, the Lord could do much with that little act of 
stewardship.  Louis may have not had many talents, yet he 
offered himself in the service of the Lord for the liturgy.  
God can do great things through us, if we are more willing 
to give of our time, talent, and treasure, no matter how small 
the gift may be or how insignificant we think we are.  Be 
open to giving.  God may surprise you! 
 

Have a blessed week. 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work      
supporting your parish and school with over fifty       
retailers ….. grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, 
department stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, 
spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are available for  
purchase in the school office and after 
Mass twice per month ….. Next up, the 
weekend of February 2nd/3rd and 
16th/17th.  
 

Thank you for supporting  
your parish and school! 

2019 Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal Begins 
Please Make a Generous Pledge 

 

This week, parishioners throughout the Diocese will receive 
a mailing asking for a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal 
to support the ministries of the Diocese of Madison.  
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge payable over  
6-months to the appeal.  Your gift will help enable the dio-
cese to reach its goal and provide for many ministries, educa-
tion and services throughout the Diocese. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of our parish,  

diocese, and the work of the Church throughout the world.    
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

He said to them, "Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in 
your hearing." And all spoke highly of him and were amazed 
at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They also 
asked, "Isn't this the son of Joseph?" - Lk 4:21-22 
 

************************************************************** 
Today's Gospel is one of tension and contradiction. We enter 
the scene at the local synagogue. It is near the beginning of 
Jesus' earthly ministry, and he has returned home to Nazareth 
for a short while. There, in the midst of the men who watched 
him grow up and who played with him as a boy in the dusty 
streets, Jesus proclaims that he is the fulfillment of the       
Messianic prophecies of Isaiah. The response is understanda-
bly mixed. "All spoke highly of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his mouth. They also asked, 
'Isn't this the son of Joseph?'"  
 
Jesus reminds them - none too gently - of the Israelites'        
rejection of the prophets throughout history. Not only did the 
people ignore Elijah and Elisha, but they worked miracles 
among the pagans instead. Then comes the rage. "They rose 
up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the 
hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him down 
headlong."  
 
No one likes to be reminded of their own faults. In the deeply 
religious Jewish society, nobody wanted to be the unfaithful 
one. Jesus exposes the sins of the community, and it drives 
them not to conversion, but to rage. We can consider our own 
time. How often, when someone is confronted, do they quickly 
resort to anger, name-calling, and undermining the reputation 
of the other? How quickly we want to destroy! This Sunday, 
we ought to consider our own lives. Do we listen to the       
prophetic voices around us, even when they threaten to      
upturn our expectations? If we hear something difficult,   
something that reminds us of our own sin, do we accept the 
opportunity to prayerfully ponder? If we allow ourselves to be 
open to the prophetic voices in our own lives, we'll notice that 
God speaks through the unexpected, if we have ears to hear it.  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, February 3, 2019 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19 / 1 Cor 12:31-13:13 / Lk 4:21-30 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, February 10, 2019 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 / 1 Cor 15:1-11 / Lk 5:1-11 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Peter Barrett,  

Bill and Judy Bever, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Jeanette Durant,  

Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Caroline McNally, Pat,  

Max Rammer, Phyllis Rice, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Edna Thorp, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.       
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by Joan 

Wanninger. 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

Would You Like A Pastoral Visit? 
 

 REMINDER:  If you, a family member or someone you 

know is confined or hospitalized and would benefit from a 

pastoral visit, please contact your parish office and let them 

know.  Staff does not always know of hospital admissions for 

a variety of reasons and often has no way of knowing of other 

situations in which a parish contact would be beneficial. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

Fellowship Weekend   
February 9th & 10th 

Gather in Fellowship Hall after Mass  
on Saturday and Sunday for refreshments.   

Hosted by the Janesville 
Catholic Women’s Club 

All are welcome!                   

Married Couples Retreat— 
Witnesses of the Redeemer  
On Mission to a Wounded World 
February 8-10 
1800 N Timber Trail Lane in Oconomowoc, WI 
The retreat will consist of presentations, daily Eucharist, 
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Saturday 
afternoon session and discussion of an appropriate  
religious DVD for married couples, Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, and plenty of free time for prayer,  
discussion and relaxation with your spouse.  Cost $355 per 
couple, includes room, board & materials. 
To register by phone call 262-567-6900, or by email 
rrc@redemptoristretreat.org 

Catholic Women’s Club Scholarship 
 

   The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club is offering four 
scholarships for high school seniors who are active  
members of the four Catholic parishes in Janesville. One 
scholarship will be offered at each parish. Applicants must 
have at least a 3.0 GPA and a relative or friend who is a 
member of the club. 
 

   Selection will be based on active involvement in the  
Catholic Church, academic standing, and other  
extracurricular activities in the school and community.  
 

   Funds are raised at the club’s Dollars for Scholars Card 
Party held twice a year. Applications are available at the 
Parker and Craig guidance offices and are due by April 1, 
2019. For further information, for a list of current  
members, or if you are home schooled, call Jan at 752-4387. 

Saint Blaise 
 

"Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and mar-
tyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat 
and from every other illness: In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Book of Blessings 
#1633).   

 

Two candles crossed and placed against the throat is 
what many of us remember from childhood. Who was the 
saint that we remember each year? 
 

He was a bishop in Sebastea, Armenia, in the early part of 
the fourth century. He was martyred in AD 316. Even 
though Christianity was legalized by the Edict of  
Constantine in 311, religious persecution was still raging 
in Eastern Europe. As the myth is told, he had fled to the 
countryside and was living peacefully with the wild  
animals. Some hunters came upon his cave and found 
him kneeling in prayer with all the lions and wolves and 
other wild animals sitting by his side. The hunters bound 
him and took him to prison. On the way a woman         
presented her son to Bishop Blaise for him to heal him, 
he had a fish bone stuck in his throat. Upon Blaise's bless-
ing, the boy coughed up the fish bone.  
 

Bishop Blaise eventually was killed for not worshipping 
the pagan gods of the region, and the story of Bishop 
Blaise's healing of the young boy became legend. His 
saint day in the Roman Church is February 3 and on  
February 11 in the Eastern Church. Remember the faith 
of this saint each year and pray for blessings upon those 
who suffer from throat ailments. Moreover, always  
remember this blessing is a sign of our faith in God's  
protection and love for us and for the sick, and for those 
who need our prayers.  

Janesville Catholic Women’s Club                                    
“Women’s Retreat Day”                                                                  

Ladies, you are invited to attend our next Women’s Retreat 

Day to be held on Saturday, February 16 at St. John Vianney’s 

Marian Hall. Our speaker for the day is Mary Vogrinc from 

Holy Family Catholic Church in Rockford. Mary, who has   

presented talks, weekend retreats, and conferences across 

the U.S. and Canada, uses scripture, humor, and heartwarm-

ing testimonies to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 

She is calling our day “Women’s Winter Warm-up.”  Mary 

will focus on God, our loving Father, a preparation for Lent, 

and becoming modern-day apostles. Please plan on joining 

us that day for a very enriching experience. The day runs 

from 9:15 to 2:30, and lunch will be served. Send your $20 

pre-registration fee (checks made to Janesville Catholic 

Women’s Club) by Monday, Feb. 11 to Jan Bier, 9248 E. Co. 

Rd. A, Janesville, WI, 53546. If you have questions, call Jan    

at 752-4387.  



What’s Happening 

 

Prayer is a serene force at work within human beings, 
stirring them up, changing their hearts, 

never allowing them to close their eyes in the face of evil, 
of wars, 

of all that threatens the innocent of this world. 
From it we draw the energy to wage other struggles, 

to transform the human condition, 
and to make the earth a place fit to live in. 

 

Come, experience Taize’ Prayer on Monday, February 11, 
at 7:00 PM. As always, our time together will be a 
chance to un-crowd our hearts and minds and refresh 
our spirits. Come and bask in the light of candles and the 
warmth of friendship, raise your voices in simple and 
prayerful songs, attend to God’s message in Scripture, 
and listen in silence for God’s voice in your heart. 

Taize’ 
Prayer 

 

Begin your journey to healing from abortion— 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: 
March 8-10, 2019 
Open to anyone struggling with the  
Emotional and spiritual pain of abortion.    
 

Contact Mary 608-221-9593 or 
www.madisondiocese.org/rachel 
 

Compassionate and confidential. 

Volunteers Needed at St. Elizabeth Home 
We are in search of some more volunteers for our Life  
Enrichment Department to help during recreation programs 
with our residents.  If you are interested in running some fun 
activities with our residents please contact our Volunteer  
Coordinator, Athena Johnson at 608-208-1426 or email her  
at athenaj@stelizabethhome.com. 

Illness & Preparation for the Mass 
While Catholics are obligated to attend Mass on all  
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, a serious reason 
may cause you to miss. Being sick is a serious reason for 
being excused from the obligation to attend Mass. If you 
have the flu or some other serious and/or contagious  
illness, please stay home. (Another common serious  
reason is severe weather.) 

 

If you feel you have a cold or if you have a compromised 
immune system, please don’t shake hands with others 
during the sign of peace. You may smile and say, “The 
peace of the Lord be with you.”  
 

If Holy Communion is offered under both forms, please do 
not consume the Precious Blood if you are not feeling well 
or if you have a compromised immune system. 
 

             -from the Diocesan Office of Worship 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 

Give your spouse the gift of a special Valentine. 

♦ The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend teaches a 
technique of loving communication that you can use for the 

rest of your lives  
♦ Sign up today for a Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

Weekend on Feb 15-17 in Geneva, IL; March 15-17 in  
Madison, WI or April 26-28, in Brookfield, WI. 

♦For more information visit our website at:  
alifetimeoflove.org or  call (888) 574-5653.  

Men, mark your calendars.  That Man is You! begins 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019, at Marian Hall, St John  
Vianney.  That Man is You! combines Scripture, solid secular 
research, and a little fun to address the pressures and  
temptations facing men in our modern culture.  It seeks to 
form authentic leaders who will be capable of transforming 
homes and society.  Join 50-60 men who meet Wednesday 
mornings to become better men, spouses and fathers!    
For more info contact Rick Cummings at 608-757-2229,  
teamcummings@yahoo.com or Mark Lessner at  
608-290-9170, lessnermark@aol.com  

http://www.madisondiocese.org/rachel
mailto:teamcummings@yahoo.com
mailto:lessnermark@aol.com


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, February 3 
  8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
     10:30 AM  Jack Damrow 
Monday, February 4 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 5 
  12:10 PM  Doreen Trunnelle 
Wednesday, February 6 
   8:15 AM  Patricia Houn 
Thursday, February 7 
   8:15 AM  Sue Wolf Family  
Friday, February 8 
    8:15 AM  Bob & Dolores Otto 
Saturday, February 9 
   4:30 PM  Siena Catherine Pearson   
Sunday, February 10 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  John Macek 

Cluster Corner 

  

Monday, February 4 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House 
Tuesday, February 5 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
  6:30 PM  Parish Life Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, February 6 
  5:45 PM  Elementary Religious Ed, School 
  7:00 PM  Choir Practice, Church 
  7:15 PM  High School Religious Ed, Nativity House 
Friday, February 8 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, February 9 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
  9:30 AM—5:00 PM Confirmation Retreat, St. William Parish 
   

Fellowship Weekend— 
Join us for refreshments Saturday and Sunday, 
February 9th & 10th following each Mass, in Fellowship Hall.  

  Monday 
2/4 

Tuesday 
 
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
2/10 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 8:15 am 
 

4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  8:15 am 5:15 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am  
5:00 pm 

 
 

8:15 & 10:00 am 
 

St. Patrick       
 

 4:00 pm 
 
 

9:00 am 
12:00 Noon 
 en Español 

St. William   
 

 7:30 am 7:30 am 4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
  

        

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

   7:00 am    9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

       11:00 am 

Parish Event Calendar 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

February 4 11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
February 4 11:30 AM-2:00 PM  
Catholic Charities/Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry, St. John 
Vianney  11:30-12:30 Registration, 12:30-2 PM Food Distribution.  
All in need are welcome. 
February 5 10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing Group, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
February 5 Noon—5:00 PM 
Adoration, St. William, 5:00 PM Benediction 
February 5 6:00-7:00 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney 
February 6 5:30 - 7:00 AM 
“That Man Is You”, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall—for more info,  
Call Mark Lessner 608-290-9170 or Rick Cummings 608-757-2229 
February 6 9:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
February 7 8:30-10:00 AM 
Bible Study, St. William 
February 8 8:45-9:45 AM 
Adoration, Nativity of Mary 
February 8 9:00 AM-2:30 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney, 2:40 PM Benediction 

Nativity of Mary will be hosting  
GIFTS—”God is Faithful Temporary Shelter”  
the week of February 3rd.   
Sign up  after church to 
volunteer your time or to 
donate meals.  If you have 
any questions, you can 
contact Dave Ellis at  
754-2949.  Thank you for  
contributing to those in need! 


