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in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

News & Notes 

School News: We continued our celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week this week after the cold and weather forced a 
postponement last week.  The students enjoyed Look-A-Like 
Day, Decades Day, and Crazy Accessory Day.  They are also 
busy counting down to the 100th day of school, which will be 
celebrated this coming Monday!  It was also Parent Teacher 
Conferences this week.  The teachers are very appreciative of 
all the families who came in to see the growth their students 
have made.  The school is really supporting a collaborative 
environment between the families and the school.  Thursday 
also officially opened  Registration and Enrollment for the 
2019/20 School year!  We would love to give a tour to any 
interested family.  Please stay tuned to the bulletin to receive 
more information about enrollment and some exciting  
changes happening to the school next year! 
 
Upcoming Events:   
2/12: City Wide Battle of the Books at St. Mary's  
2/13: Student led school mass (8:15) 
3/8: Salad Luncheon  

Saints Corner:  During this coming week, we are reminded 
constantly about St. Valentine’s Day.  It is a day of cards,   
candy, flowers, and romantic dinners.  I have shared in the past 
the true story of St. Valentine.  However, there is another 
‘romantic’ story to share for this week.  Continuing the theme 
of the faith of young people, this coming Saturday is the     
memorial of St. Juliana.  She was born during the 3rd century 
near present day Naples.  Juliana was born a pagan, but she 
later became a Christian.  According to ancient tradition, her 
father was displeased with her attachment to Christianity and 
had her flogged.  Later her parents arranged a marriage with 
the prefect of their city.  When she refused to marry him, her 
father reported her to the authorities for her faith and Juliana 
was thrown into prison.   While in her cell, Juliana stated that 
the devil would come to tempt her.  Like Jesus, whom she 
loved, Juliana did not give in to her temptations.  Like other 
saints such as St. John Vianney and St. Padre Pio, she was 
physically assaulted by evil spirits.  But she remained        
steadfast. Finally, she was sentenced to death and was        
beheaded.  Young witnesses like Juliana do exist in the Church 
today.  They practice their faith in an increasingly hostile   
culture.  May we be as steadfast in our faith and grounded in 
love for Jesus like Juliana.  
 

Vestments Update:  Last week, I wrote about the need for  
new vestments that would fit priests that shared my height.  I 
am happy to share that a few parishioners called and visited me 
personally to express their desire to provide funds for the    
purchases.  They did wish to remain anonymous.  I thank them 
for their generosity of stewardship of treasure and to any who 
may have discerned the possibility. 
 

Annual Catholic Appeal Approaching:  As the year  turns 
to February, the time will come for the campaign to kick off 
for the Annual Catholic Appeal.  A change this year will be the 
timing of the appeal.  It will no longer take place during the 
beginning of Lent.  The Commitment weekend will commence 
on the weekend before Lent.  The purpose of the Appeal is to 
help support ministries of the Diocese that individual parishes 
cannot take on by themselves.  An important area that is    
funded by the ACA is Hispanic Ministry.  This ministry assists 
parishes in reaching out to our Spanish speaking sisters and 
brothers and welcoming them into the sacramental life of the 
Church, while also providing faith formation opportunities 
through the Seat of Wisdom Diocesan Institute in the Spanish 
language.   Hispanic ministry is very evident here in Janesville, 
as it is growing and expanding through St. Patrick parish.    
Demographic studies have shown that the Church is changing.  
Already in the Archdiocese of Chicago, over half of the     
Catholics in that diocese are Hispanic.  That is a ministry 
which will only continue to grow as time passes.  Your support 
of the ACA will help the Church to reach out to our Hispanic 
brothers and sisters, here in Janesville and throughout the   
diocese.  Please think about what you are able to give to this 
and other vital services that are funded through the ACA. 
 

State of the Union:  In case you were not able to hear  what 
was said from the pulpit or if anyone reading this was not here 
for this past Sunday, the address I gave will be printed in my 
column in the upcoming issue of our periodic newsletter, 
SPIRES.  The new edition should be out at the beginning of 
Lent. 
  

Have a blessed week! 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work      
supporting your parish and school with over fifty       
retailers ….. grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, 
department stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, 
spas and more!   
 

SCRIP cards are available for  
purchase in the school office and after 
Mass twice per month ….. Next up, the 
weekend of February 16th/17th.  
 

Thank you for supporting  
your parish and school! 

2019 Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal Begins 
Please Make a Generous Pledge 

 

This week, parishioners throughout the Diocese will receive 
a mailing asking for a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal 
to support the ministries of the Diocese of Madison.  
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge payable over  
6-months to the appeal.  Your gift will help enable the  
diocese to reach its goal and provide for many ministries, 
education and services throughout the Diocese. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of our parish,  

diocese, and the work of the Church throughout the world.    
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men." When they brought their boats to the shore, 
they left everything and followed him. - Lk 5:10-11  
 

************************************************************** 
Do you have enough? Many of us come from a nation of      
material abundance. We have all the things we could possibly 
need not only to survive, but to thrive - food, shelter, mental 
ability, income, access to medical care. Most people in human 
history lived with far less than we. So why are we so               
dissatisfied? Some Christians can be drawn to the "prosperity        
Gospel." This is the idea that following God will bring us     
material abundance in this life. 
 
That surely seems to be the story of today's Gospel! Peter and 
his friends chose - with some faith - to put out their nets a  
final time at Jesus' command. "They caught a great number of 
fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled to their       
partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came 
and filled both boats so that they were in danger of sinking." 
What gift! What abundance! What prosperity! Peter and his 
friends caught more fish than they'd ever seen. Yet what is 
their response to this material abundance, this gift from God? 
They leave it behind. "When they brought their boats to the 
shore, they left everything and followed him."  
 
Praying for God to meet our physical, material needs is not a 
bad thing! Jesus himself includes "give us this day our daily 
bread" in the prayer he teaches his disciples. The question is, 
how do we respond when our prayers are answered? Do we 
thank God briefly, or perhaps ignore Him completely and 
move on with our lives? Or do we respond as Peter did? 
"God ? You showed up in an area that has no bearing on my 
eternal salvation. You gave me a gift I didn't even really need. 
You love me! You really do love me." Is our gratitude only   
surface level? Or do we allow ourselves, like Peter did, to   
respond with wonder, awe, and deeper 
discipleship?  

Scripture Focus on Faith 

Readings for Sunday, February 10, 2019 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 / 1 Cor 15:1-11 / Lk 5:1-11 

 
Readings for Next Sunday, February 17, 2019 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 17:5-8 / 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20 / Lk 6:17, 20-26 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 
 

Barbara Allen, Bill, Peter Barrett,  

Bill and Judy Bever, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Jeanette Durant,  

Linda Fredell, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Caroline McNally, Pat,  

Max Rammer, Phyllis Rice, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Edna Thorp, Peter Weirich,  

Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Meetings held 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.       
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact the Rectory at  
752-7861. 

 

 

Traveling Chalice  

 
    

This week the Traveling Chalice will be hosted by 

Religious Ed’s 2nd and 3rd grades. 

Any questions regarding our Traveling Chalice program may 

be directed to: Colleen at  868-6386 OR 

irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  

Money Counts for 2018-2019 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 32    

02-04-2019 11,555.05 22,649.03 -11,093.98 

YTD $366,254.18 425,352.21 -59,098.03 

Money Matters 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

Janesville Catholic Women’s Club                                    
“Women’s Retreat Day”                                                                  

Ladies, you are invited to attend our next Women’s       

Retreat Day to be held on Saturday, February 16 at St. 

John Vianney’s Marian Hall. Our speaker for the day is 

Mary Vogrinc from Holy Family Catholic Church in     

Rockford. Mary, who has   presented talks, weekend    

retreats, and conferences across the U.S. and Canada,   

uses scripture, humor, and heartwarming testimonies to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. She is calling our 

day “Women’s Winter Warm-up.”  Mary will focus on 

God, our loving Father, a preparation for Lent, and      

becoming modern-day apostles. Please plan on joining 

us that day for a very enriching experience. The day 

runs from 9:15 to 2:30, and lunch will be served. Send 

your $20 pre-registration fee (checks made to Janesville 

Catholic Women’s Club) by Monday, Feb. 11 to Jan Bier, 

9248 E. Co. Rd. A, Janesville, WI, 53546. If you have  

questions, call Jan at 752-4387.  

LOVE 
“No one has ever 

seen God.  
Yet, if we love  
one another,  

God remains in us,  
and His love is 

brought to  
perfection in us.”  

1 John 4:12 

THE ADULT CATHOLIC SPIRIT CLUB will meet  

at noon, Wednesday 13 February 2019, at St. John  
Vianney’s Marian Hall.  A potluck dinner will be served 
and you are asked to bring a dish to share, along with 
your own table service.  The  program begins at 12:45 
pm and our special guest is “Mary, the Comfort 
Dog”.  The dog was purchased by St. Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Janesville and Mary’s handlers, 
Tom and Dianne Moore, will give a power point 
presentation telling us about the comfort dog  
program.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
Mary and learn more about her duties.  Blood pressure 
screenings will be available from 11:30 am to 12 
noon.  Please join us – it’s a good way to celebrate  
Valentine’s Day!  For more information, call Ginny at 
608-752-4442. 

High School Youth Group 
Friday, Feb 15 6:30-9:00 PM at St. Mary’s Gym 
Dinner, Fun, Friendship, Faith 
 

Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally 
March 16 at Carroll University 10am-8pm 
Contact Mr. Matt McDonald at 0229mcdonam@gmail.com  
or 608-449-6406 if interested. 

February Middle School  

Youth Group 
                      
 

WHO?  SMS and RE students,                                                                     
     6th-8th grade 
 

WHERE?  St. Mary School Gym  

WHEN?  Friday, February 15 from 5:00-6:30 pm 
        *please take note of time change 
 

ACTIVITIES:  Prayer, Service, Fun! 
 

We will bake cookies for our nearby Firefighters.  If 
anyone can donate pull apart and drop cookie dough, 
it would be much appreciated!  We will serve pizza for 
a snack. 
 

Our Youth Group is in need of help with  
supervising and organizing our monthly events.  
Whether you can help out one time or each month, we 
would love for you to join us! 
 

Also, if any parent is able to donate a snack or  
beverage, please contact Jennifer McBride at  
608 741-8909.  Thank you! 

mailto:0229mcdonam@gmail.com


What’s Happening 

 

Prayer is a serene force at work within human beings, 
stirring them up, changing their hearts, 

never allowing them to close their eyes in the face of evil, 
of wars, 

of all that threatens the innocent of this world. 
From it we draw the energy to wage other struggles, 

to transform the human condition, 
and to make the earth a place fit to live in. 

 

Come, experience Taize’ Prayer on Monday, February 11, 
at 7:00 PM. As always, our time together will be a 
chance to un-crowd our hearts and minds and refresh 
our spirits. Come and bask in the light of candles and the 
warmth of friendship, raise your voices in simple and 
prayerful songs, attend to God’s message in Scripture, 
and listen in silence for God’s voice in your heart. 

Taize’ 
Prayer 

E.C.H.O. “Community Meal” 
 

Every month, E.C.H.O. sponsors a hot meal for anyone 
in need in our community.  St. John Lutheran Church in 

Janesville always hosts the meal, but many local 
churches take a turn in providing and serving the meal. 

 

Nativity of Mary will serve the ECHO Community Meal 
on Saturday, February 23rd at 12:00 noon.  Please  

consider spending a few hours volunteering your time. 
 

A sign-up sheet for volunteers and for donations of 
milk will be available in our church vestibule next 

weekend, or call Sister Ruth at the parish office  
(608) 752-7861, extension 18. 

 

Thank you for your participation  
in this worthwhile effort. 

“Witnesses of the Redeemer: Mission to a Wounded World” was the theme at the men’s retreat in Oconomowoc 
last weekend.  St. Mary’s participants are pictured below from left to right: Santo Carfora, Jerry Oleston, Steve Jordon, Bob Jenson, 
James Foss, Mike Hanus, Dave Hanus, and Scott Dawley. 
Upcoming men’s retreat weekends are Feb 15-17, Feb 22-24, Mar 1-3 and May 3-5.   
Flyers are in the back of church, or call Santo Carfora with any questions 608-756-1815. 

Dare to Dream Book Club 

     
Did you know that St. Mary's has a book club?  If this is something you are interested in doing....come join us!!  We meet 
the third Monday of each month from 6:30-8pm in the Rectory.  Our group is open to all, even those from other  
parishes!!  We read a variety of books, from novels with moral situations, to Catholic spiritual books such as Matthew 
Kelly and Edward Sri.  Our discussions are informal and stem from what we have read, letting it lead us to discussions 
on how it applies to life happenings. And we enjoy treats each time as well, thanks to our generous book readers!!     
 

We have a wonderful time with fellowship, good discussion, and fun food.  Come try us out.  Our next meeting will be 
Monday, February 18 at 6:30pm.  This month's book is "The Last Lecture" and is available to borrow in our Rectory or 
through your local library.  It's a fast read, but if you do not have time...just come by and enjoy the discussion!!  We 
look forward to seeing you!!Questions?  Email Colleen at irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

mailto:irishcatholic56@gmail.com


Mass Intentions             = Living 
Sunday, February 10 
  8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
     10:30 AM  John Macek 
Monday, February 11 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 12 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas 
Wednesday, February 13 
   8:15 AM  Howard Liston 
Thursday, February 14 
   8:15 AM  James & Charlotte Zillmer, Kathleen Jergenson 
Friday, February 15 
    8:15 AM  Roman & Clara Szerlong 
Saturday, February 16 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary   
Sunday, February 17 
      8:30 AM  Bob & Janette Zahn 
  10:30 AM  Special Intention  

Cluster Corner 

Parish Event Calendar 
  

Monday, February 11 
  11:00 AM  Centering Prayer, Nativity House 
  7:00 PM  Taize’ Prayer 
Tuesday, February 12 
  10:30 AM  Faith Sharing Group, Nativity House 
  5:00-6:00 PM  Reconciliation, Church 
  7:30 PM  KC Council Meeting, Nativity House 
Wednesday, February 13 
  5:45 PM  Elementary Religious Ed, School 
  7:00 PM  Choir Practice, Church 
  7:15 PM  High School Religious Ed, Nativity House 
Thursday, February 14 
  7:30 PM  KC Council Meeting, Nativity House 
Friday, February 15 
  8:45-9:45 AM  Holy Hour (Adoration), Church 
Saturday, February 16 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Reconciliation, Church 
Sunday, February 17 
  9:00-11:00 AM  KC Breakfast, Fellowship Hall  

  Monday 
2/11 

Tuesday 
 
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
2/17 

Nativity of Mary   12:10 pm 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am 8:15 am 
 

4:30 pm 8:30 & 10:30 am 
 

St. John Vianney  8:15 am 5:15 pm 8:15 am 8:15 am 8:15 am 
 

8:15 am  
5:00 pm 

 
 

8:15 & 10:00 am 
 

St. Patrick       
 

 4:00 pm 
 
 

9:00 am 
12:00 Noon 
 en Español 

St. William   
 

8:30 am 7:30 am 7:30 am 4:00 pm 
 

8:00 & 10:30 am 
 

St. Mary’s Hospital  
  

  2:00 pm      

St. Elizabeth  
Nursing Home 

   7:00 am    9:15 am 

St. Elizabeth Manor 
Footville 

       11:00 am 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS  

OF ANY PARISH IN THE CLUSTER 
 

February 11 11:00 AM 
Centering Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
February 11 7:00 PM 
Taize’ Prayer, Nativity of Mary, Church 
February 12 10:30 AM 
Faith Sharing Group, Nativity of Mary, Nativity House 
February 12 Noon—5:00 PM 
Adoration, St. William 
February 12 6:00-7:00 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney 
February 13 5:30 - 7:00 AM 
“That Man Is You”, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall—for more info,  
Call Mark Lessner 608-290-9170 or Rick Cummings 608-757-2229 
February 13 9:00 AM 
Women’s Scripture Study, St. John Vianney, Marian Hall 
February 14 8:30-10:00 AM 
Bible Study, St. William 
February 15 8:45-9:45 AM 
Adoration, Nativity of Mary 
February 15 9:00 AM-2:30 PM 
Adoration, St. John Vianney, 2:40 PM Benediction 
February 16 9:15 AM—2:30 PM 
Women’s Retreat Day sponsored by the Catholic Women’s Club, 
St. John Vianney, Marian Hall.  For more info call Jan at 752-4387. 
February 16-17 
Monthly Blood Pressure screening & Health Information, 
St. John Vianney, after each Mass. 
February 17 9:00-11:00 AM 
KC Breakfast, Nativity of Mary, Fellowship Hall $5.00 
February 22 6:00-11:00 PM 
“An Evening in Margaritaville”, at the Armory.  St. John Vianney 
School fundraiser includes music, food and art auction.   
Contact 752-6802 for tickets and information. 


