
of Nativity  Mary 
313 E.  WALL  S TREET •  JANESVILLE,  WISCO NSI N 53545 -3047  

March 22, 2020  •  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Rectory 
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Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
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Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ... .Arwen Twitchett 
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St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………..Sue Vodak &                       
                                             Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………….Kathy Hookham 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

News & Notes 
From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 37    

03-15-2020 $6,423.20 9,864.38 -3,441.18 

YTD $444,962.35 447,509.10 -2,546.75 

Monthly Report February 2020 
 Feb 2020 Feb 2019 

Parish Income: 39,914.02 49,778.32 

School Income 34,103.94 53,021.70 

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME: $74,017.96 $102,800.02  

   

Parish Expenses 28,762.98 29,397.11 

School Expenses 65,986.30 74,244.89 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE: $94,749.28 $103,642.00  

   

Net Income $-20,731.32 $841.98 

Money Matters 

Dear brothers and sisters: 
 

As mentioned previously by the Bishop, public  
celebration of Mass has been discontinued through  
Friday, April 3rd.  This is a most difficult time, and the one 
thing that we need to do is pray.  Public celebration of 
Mass will not take place, but the Bishop has asked us 
priests to continue to celebrate Mass without an  
assembly in the parishes.  Know that I will do this, and I 
will also honor all those who have Mass intentions for 
weekdays and weekends.  Even though we cannot be  
together physically for Mass, know that we are spiritually 
together. 
 

In the meantime, the work of the Church never ends.  Our 
children, even though they are not in school right now, 
are participating in online instruction with their  
teachers.  Sr. Ruth and I have been reaching out by phone 
to those who are shut-in and ill.  Our parish is still  
offering the sacrament of confession.  The church is still 
open for private prayer.  If you are able, please avail 
yourselves to these opportunities. 
 

In his video message regarding the pandemic and the 
Church, the Bishop reminded us all of one important 
thing.  No matter what happens, God is in charge.  This 
may seem strange at times, given all the suffering that 
goes on.  But despite the uncertainty, chaos, and anguish 
caused in our daily lives by this outbreak, God is there.  
Jesus also faced fear and isolation on the night He was 
betrayed.  But beyond the cross lies the Resurrection.  
God will bring good and life even out of the worst.  God 
will bring some greater good out of this trial we are all 
enduring.  That is our hope as Christians.  Please know 
that the staff and I are praying for you.   
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

-Fr. Rob 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

 Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required 
to fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. 

 

 Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the 
possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up 
to a single full meal. 

 

 Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat 
on all Fridays during Lent. 
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Readings for Sunday, March 22, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a / Eph 5:8-14 / Jn 9:1-41 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14 / Rom 8:8-11 / Jn 11:1-45 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 
him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He  
answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one 
speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he 
worshiped him. - Jn 9:35-38 
 

********************************************************* 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate 
each one of us to see the truth. After developing a relation-
ship with Jesus, the blind man “sees” as someone very  
special. The Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their 
ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-preservation, still 
remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and 
our needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what we want 
or need to see and not what is really there. In addition, our 
stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right and 
that our vision is perfect. Only God can complete the picture. 
 

Look around at our world. So much of what is happening 
today is due to the reluctance of folks to allow themselves to 
be stretched and brought to see what is really there. Many 
react to what life presents to them more with the lenses of 
ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries great 
transformative value. With it, God corrects our vision and 
replaces our limited sight with the fullness of his sight. God 
opens our eyes so that we can see that it is not about  
preserving what we have created but of living in the  
immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom. 
 

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can 
break through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel 
the darkness of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in 
peace, work for justice, be effective stewards of creation, 
assist the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our  
economic systems and policies so that they truly serve all of 
God’s children. What we see is often an artificial lie. Our 
truth is much bigger than what our limited sight believes it 
to be. Allow God to work in and through you. Do not be 
afraid. Be open and be humble enough to know that you 
need help. Many human beings are living with severe  
cataracts that produce sight that is at best blurred. Are you 
one of them? 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld,  Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, 

Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 

Dear Priests and Faithful of the Diocese of Madison, 
 
Lenten blessings and prayers to you in this time of challenge for our diocese, the state, the 
country, and the entire world, in regards to COVID-19, a strain of the coronavirus. 
 
After having conferred with the Most Reverend Jerome Listecki, Archbishop of Milwaukee and 
the provincial for the bishops of the State of Wisconsin, and, mindful of the latest restrictions and 
recommendations announced today from our national, state, and local health authorities, which 
require that public gatherings be limited to fewer than 50 people, I am providing you the latest 
directives with regard to the celebration of Mass and other sacraments in the Diocese of 
Madison. 
 
Effective tomorrow, Tuesday, March 17th, at 12:01 am, I am suspending the public celebration of 
Masses throughout the Diocese of Madison. This is effective through Friday, April 3rd. This 
includes both Sunday and weekday Masses at all parish churches, oratories, and chapels. I ask 
that priests still celebrate the Holy Mass in their parishes, but without an assembly                                
(i.e., “privately”). This request for priests to celebrate private Masses especially includes the Sunday 
and holy day of obligation “pro populo” (i.e., “for the people”) Masses as required by canon law. 
 
This is a weighty and grave decision, and one I don’t make lightly. As Catholics, the Eucharist 
is the source and summit of our lives. In times of public crisis, people naturally turn to the 
Church for spiritual support and direction, and we need to continue to do whatever we can to 
support our faithful people through prayer, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass (private in this case), 
and the reasonable availability of the sacraments. However, taking precautionary measures is a 
prudent course of action given the civil directives and the underlying health concerns. I would 
ask that, where possible, our churches remain open for private prayer and that our people reserve 
some part of their day for private prayer or devotions at home or at church, while always obeying 
the civil directives and following all prudent preventative measures as articulated by health 
authorities. It is important to remember that Mass will still be offered regularly in every parish, 
albeit temporarily on a private basis, due to health concerns. I invite everyone to join themselves 
spiritually to the Sacrifice of Christ in the Holy Mass which heals and saves us. 
 
Liturgies for weddings, funerals, and baptisms should still be celebrated, but priests will need to 
work with families to limit attendance at these events to fewer than 50 people, and to take other 
necessary health precautions. Communal reconciliation services should be canceled and 
confessions should be limited to individual confession. For those in RCIA, I am dispensing 
individuals from the Scrutinies during Lent. 
 
All non-essential parish gatherings should be postponed, including fish fries. Schools are 
discontinuing face-to-face instruction this week and religious education programs should also 
stop for the time being. All of these measures will be re-evaluated March 31st, with additional 
communication at that time. 
 
Economically, we know COVID-19 will have a negative impact on our parishes and schools. 
Our development office will be reaching out to parishes with assistance with online giving and 
other strategies and I will be consulting with pastors and other leaders to seek other solutions. 
 
I am planning to celebrate a Sunday Mass each week which will be live-streamed. More details 
on the time of that Mass will follow. 
 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF MADISON 
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What’s Happening 

Lastly, let us hold up each other in prayer during this time of concern, asking Mary Help of 
Christians to intercede on our behalf. Together we can pray this Spiritual Act of Communion: 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
None of this is easy, but we rely on the Lord and His help to heal, guide, and bless us during this 
challenging and difficult time. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
+Donald J. Hying 
Bishop of Madison 

Pope Francis’ Prayer  

to the Virgin Mary for Protection                

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of  

salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the  

Sick. At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with 

steadfast faith. You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 

need. We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at  

Cana of  Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of 

trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the  

Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our  

sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through 

the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. We seek refuge under 

your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our  

pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every  

danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.  

Amen. 



Easter Baskets for Children 
 

ECHO will be packing and distributing Easter baskets to 
children who would otherwise go without during this 
most blessed holiday. 
Items needed for the baskets are: 
 Children’s Easter baskets 
 Individually wrapped candy 
 Plastic eggs 
 Plastic basket wrap 
Items can be dropped in one of the 
baskets designated for ECHO here 
in the church, or taken directly to 
the ECHO office, at 65 S High 
Street in Janesville.  Call Fran at 
754-5333 for more information. 

Lenten Special Collection  
Since Mass will not be held the next two weeks, if you would 
like to contribute to either of these, please clearly note that 
along with your method of payment. 
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second collection each Sunday during Lent.  Please consider 
giving toward these as a concrete way of showing love and 
care for others. 
 

The remaining schedule for Lenten Special Collections: 
March 21/22: HealthNet of Rock County 
March 28/29: Our Sister Parish, the St. Francis Solanus 
Indian Mission & School 
 

Visit www.stfrancismission.org to view an interesting  
video highlighting  the culture and many activities that 
take place, and read about the rich history of this church 
and school located on the banks of the Little Courte  
Oreilles Lake in Reserve, Wisconsin. 

 

STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too. 
 

Televised and Live Stream Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica
-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

Current Cancellations 
 All Masses and parish activities have been canceled 

through  April 3rd. 
 

 Janesville Catholic Communal Penance Services have 
been canceled for March 28th and April 2nd. 

 

 The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club Card Party,  
         originally scheduled for March 29 has been canceled.   
         You will be notified if we reschedule.   
         Call Jan 752-4387 if you have questions. 

 

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

As masses will not be held for the next few weeks, 
St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church 
and school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  You can mail in your weekly  
envelope (inside a regular envelope addressed to  
Nativity of Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  
Or mail us a check with your envelope number writ-
ten on it.  All donations will be credited to your ac-
count for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdraw-
al transactions can be arranged by filling out a form 
and sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/
http://www.nativitymary.org

