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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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St. Mary  
School 

News & Notes 
From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week  38    

03-22-2020 7,337.17 8,271.35 -934.18 

YTD $452,299.52 455,780.44 -3,480.92 

As Catholic Christians and good stewards, we recognize 
that all we have has been given to us from God – our 
time, our talents, our treasure, even our very lives.  We 
are called to be good stewards of all these gifts, investing 
them for the sake of God’s Kingdom. 
 

In order to maintain Nativity of Mary Church & School 
during these difficult times because of the pandemic,  
every parishioner’s generous financial support is very 
important.  I am asking that you please consider  
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT).  Electronic Funds  
Transfer (EFT) is a system of transferring money from 
one bank account directly to another without any paper 
money changing hands.  Currently, only a third of our 
parish giving comes through EFT.  Also, EFT will allow 
you to save on postage and still give to the church on a 
regular basis.  If you choose not to fill out an EFT form, I 
would ask that you mail your weekly envelope to the  
parish office.  The mailing address is: 
 

Nativity of Mary Parish 
313 E. Wall St. 
Janesville, WI.  53545 
 

Feel free to contact Arwen at the parish office at  
(608) 752-7861 or accounts@nativitymary.org with any  
questions you may have.   
 

During this time, the work of the church continues.  Sr. 
Ruth and I are contacting our shut-in and sick parishion-
ers by email and phone.  Our kids are still being instruct-
ed by their school teachers via online.  The church is still 
open for devotional prayer.  Your generosity helps to pay 
for these expenses. 
 

On another note, I promise to be generous in offering the 
Holy Mass and other Sacraments.  Know of my love and 
concern for you.  You can call me anytime if you should 
need to talk or if you need my help.  I encourage all of us 
to practice good health and hygiene as a sign of charity to 
our neighbor.  Let’s pray for all church and civil leaders 
to guide us rightly through this hard time in our nation. 
 

God bless you and your family! 
 

-Fr. Rob 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 

Lord, I can’t say it in 
words ….. will you 
please just listen 
through my heart? 

Mass Intentions   
 

Even though there is no public celebration of Mass at this 
time, Father Rob is honoring all scheduled Mass intentions 
privately. 
 

If you would like to schedule a Mass intention, you can still 
do so by calling the rectory at 752-7861.  (Please leave a 
message if we don’t answer and we will call you back!) 
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.   
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family. 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

God bless all St. Mary School students, their parents and 
their teachers as they work together to keep up their 
studies from home., including their religious education. 

mailto:accounts@nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14 / Rom 8:8-11 / Jn 11:1-45 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Mt 21:1-11 / Is 50:4-7 / Phil 2:6-11 / Mt 26:14-27:66 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 
him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He  
answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one 
speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he 
worshiped him. - Jn 9:35-38 
 

********************************************************* 
Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us that 
doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we  
experience death, whether it be the physical death of  
someone we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a job, or a 
broken dream. As we are going through these death  
experiences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out to 
God to make it better and fix it! We think that the proper 
order of life is to maintain the things of this world, especially 
those things that are essential to our sense of well-being and 
security. We do not like change. The grieving that comes 
from our death experiences can keep us stuck and in despair. 
If we have lost something or someone of great value, the 
very meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We need 
gentle companions to lift us from despair and that is  
precisely who God desires to be in our life as well. 
 

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed up 
in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He desperately 
wants to show us the path to hope and the new life that is 
possible after loss and death. But our faith can be weak, and 
we still prefer to cling to the memory of what we had rather 
than the joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live 
as if God is not real and that the transformative power of His 
resurrected presence is a story found in the Bible rather 
than a narrative unfolding in our lives. 
 

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God opens new 
possibilities, begins new chapters, creates new verses, and 
brings us to new heights! We spend so much time and  
energy ruminating over what we left behind yesterday that 
we are far too tired to see what can unfold tomorrow. Loving 
someone new doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the 
love of a person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t  
diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is different, 
and one cannot be replaced by another. They don’t cancel 
each other out. God truly has tended to every detail of our 
lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they all lead 
us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed-up 
tombs. Are we going to listen this time? 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld,  Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, 

Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to fast 
and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. 
 

Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to a 
single full meal. 
 

Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat on all 
Fridays in Lent. 



Lenten Special Collection  
Since Mass will not be held the next two weeks, if you would 
like to contribute to either of these, please clearly note that 
along with your method of payment. 
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second collection each Sunday during Lent.  Please consider 
giving toward these as a concrete way of showing love and 
care for others. 
 

The remaining schedule for Lenten Special Collections: 
March 28/29: Our Sister Parish, the St. Francis Solanus 
Indian Mission & School 
 

Visit www.stfrancismission.org to view an interesting  
video highlighting  the culture and many activities that 
take place, and read about the rich history of this church 
and school located on the banks of the Little Courte  
Oreilles Lake in Reserve, Wisconsin. 

 

STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

Fr. Rob prays the rosary at 3:00 pm every day, and our 
Mass will be livestream on Sundays at 8:30 am, both   
on Facebook! 
 

Televised and Live Stream Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of
-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

Current Cancellations 
 

 All Masses and parish activities have been canceled 
through  April 3rd. 

 

 Janesville Catholic Communal Penance Services have 
been canceled for March 28th and April 2nd. 

 

 The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club Card Party,  
         originally scheduled for March 29 has been canceled.   
         You will be notified if we reschedule.   
         Call Jan 752-4387 if you have questions. 
 

 The Adult Catholic Spirit Club meetings for 8 April and 
13 May 2020 are cancelled due to government         
mandates on group gatherings.  We will hopefully     
resume meeting  in September which would be the   
beginning of our 2020/2021 program season.  If there 
are questions, please call Dolores Dilley 752-4387. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

O Mary, you 
shine continuously 
on our journey as a 
sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  
ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the 
Cross you  
participated in  
Jesus’ pain, with 
steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of 
the Roman People, 
know what we 
need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform  
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.   

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/

