
of Nativity  Mary 
313 E.  WALL  S TREET •  JANESVILLE,  WISCO NSI N 53545 -3047  

April 5, 2020  •  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Father Rob Butz  ……. (608) 620-9910 
Pastor ............................. Rev. Robert Butz 
Email: pastor@nativitymary.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed….Kathy Hookham 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ... .Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………..Sue Vodak &                       
                                             Sue Dickman 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………….Kathy Hookham 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 

of 



News & Notes 

2 

News & Notes 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week  39    

03-29-2020 $8,351.00 7,430.45 920.55 

YTD $460,650.52 463,210.90 -2,560.38 

Mass Intentions   
 

Even though there is no public celebration of Mass at this 
time, Father Rob is honoring all scheduled Mass intentions 
privately. 
 

If you would like to schedule a Mass intention, you can still 
do so by calling the rectory at 752-7861.  (Please leave a 
message if we don’t answer and we will call you back!) 
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.   
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family. 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

 

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

As masses will not be held for the next few weeks, 
St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church 
and school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  You can mail in your weekly  
envelope (inside a regular envelope addressed to  
Nativity of Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  
Or mail us a check with your envelope number writ-
ten on it.  All donations will be credited to your ac-
count for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdraw-
al transactions can be arranged by filling out a form 
and sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to fast 
and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. 
 

Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to a 
single full meal. 
 

Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat on all 
Fridays in Lent. 

SCRIP can still be purchased from the  
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from  
9:00-10:30 a.m.  

http://www.nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Mt 21:1-11 / Is 50:4-7 / Phil 2:6-11 / Mt 26:14-27:66 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Jesus is crucified, and his body is placed in the tomb.  
Matthew 26:14—27:66  
 

********************************************************* 
Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find 
ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why 
me?” as if we are the only person on earth who ever encoun-
tered this challenge. Going through life with a “why me”  
attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of self-pity and 
never seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity 
with every human being in the experience of suffering.  
Believing that the goal of life is the elimination or avoidance 
of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps us entrenched in 
a collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us. 
 

There are living witnesses among us showing how courage 
and determination can overcome any degree of hardship, 
pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their 
lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options:  
opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us 
as the prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is 
the One who showed humility through both the triumphs of 
life (by learning to be humble) and the tragedies and  
injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, 
this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the 
eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 
 

True humility tempers the temptation we have to become 
complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s  
successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us 
faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the 
courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, 
betrayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering 
to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and  
somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences life can 
deal us, God is present with His reassuring, compassionate,  
empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are 
and who God is, we must take up the cross of suffering, even 
when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless thing to 
do. 
 

Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds 
cannot, so they continue to run to secular ideas and  
solutions to pain and hardship. It goes without saying that 
we need to do all we can to eliminate as much senseless,  
unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse,  
exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect 
for life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering 
that is within our control. Then, when we face the uncontrol-
lable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim of  
injustice, what do we do? 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld,  Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, Avalon Widner, 

Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



St. Mary’s School Goes Online  

by Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 
 

Across the country, educators are grappling with an 

array of policy changes forced on us by the COVID-19 

pandemic. It seems like overnight; we are called upon 

to switch to a virtual learning environment for at least 

the next four weeks per Governor Evers’ order closing 

schools until April 24, 2020.  This change will necessi-

tate some adjustments to the balance of our instruc-

tion for the next four weeks at St. Mary School.  The 

following is a communication that was recently sent to 

students/parents concerning the move to a virtual 

school format for St. Mary’s School.  
 

On Monday morning (March 30, 2020), the staff  

engaged in a virtual video staff conference to review 

new directions/requirements from the Madison Diocese 

regarding the next steps for teaching and learning.  

This change will require a set of unique challenges for 

staff and students, especially in the P4J-grade 2 level.  

As you know, young learners at this level need a  

significant amount of direct teaching based on their 

readiness level.  I have learned (this first hand) from 

my wife, who taught in the primary grades for some 35 

years. 
 

I hope that all of you have taken the opportunity to 

download ZOOM (zoom.us/download).  ZOOM is a free 

video-conferencing program that is the most  

user-friendly platform I know of to keep students and 

teachers connected as we move to the virtual environ-

ment for learning. 
 

Our teachers will be involved in a series of virtual  

professional development sessions in the coming weeks 

provided by the Diocese of Madison to help us shift to 

Virtual School.   
 

The virtual instructional assignments and activities 

will give a clear set of learning targets for the students 

to complete. 
 

Some of the assignments/activities will be different 

than our regular curriculum in school. In essence, the 

staff has designed the lessons to give students  

increased voice and choice in their learning as we  

transition to a virtual setting. 

 

What’s Happening 

St. Mary  
School 

We will be using a variety of instructional activities 

and assignments that include a series of digital  

resources that we believe are motivating and  

engaging to our students. As you may know, students 

in grades four through eight are already familiar 

with Google Classroom.  
 

We hope that parents will create a daily schedule 

and routine where students are engaged in learning. 

We certainly acknowledge the unique situations that 

individual families may face with this suggestion.           

The Diocese of Madison is following the same          

recommended time allocations for virtual learning as 

developed by the Wisconsin Department of Instruc-

tion.  They include the following: 

1 hr./day for P4J - 2nd grade                  

2 hr./day for 3rd - 5th grade                   

3 hr./day for 6th - 8th grade 

*These time allocations represent a bundled 

approach that involves instruction, assessment, and 

practice.  
 

Each teacher will continue creating a flexible  

sequence of learning assignments/activities for the 

students to engage with during the next four weeks. 

The lessons/assignment are posted on Google  

Classroom and Class DoJo.  Students have the login  

information for Google Classroom.  In the event you 

need additional support with login, please email Mrs. 

Field (kfield@stmaryschoolwi.com) for assistance.  As 

I have previously communicated, ZOOM will be a 

universal tool to help us all stay connected.  Some of 

our teachers have already used this tool very success-

fully. 
 

Teachers will be available by email, school phone, or 

Class Dojo during this school closure period--do not 

hesitate to be in contact with them for help and  

assistance or to answer questions you have. Our goal 

will be to respond to any parent request within 24 

hours. 
 

Thank you again for taking up the mantle of a  

surrogate teacher.  I know that this is a considerable  

undertaking as parents and that each home has a 

unique set of circumstances and situations that  

dictate the level of engagement you can provide.  Our 

goal is to make sure we provide our students/parents 

with a series of instructional opportunities that keep 

our students moving forward with their learning.  
 

In conclusion, I am very proud of our staff who have 

worked diligently to make this shift--I know from my 

colleagues in the public school that these types of 

lessons will not be available until April 6, 2020.   
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A thought from the great composer, David Haas: 
 
So much has been, and will continue to be, cancelled; sports events,  
concerts, plays, worship services, rallies, travel, meetings, classes,  
family gatherings and so much more. 
 
     However, 
 
     Love has not been cancelled. 
 
     Mercy has not been cancelled. 
 
     Prayer has not been cancelled. 
 
     Attentiveness has not been cancelled. 
 
     Goodness has not been cancelled. 
 
     Thanksgiving has not been cancelled. 
 
     Kindness has not been cancelled. 
 
     Music has not been cancelled. 
 
     Conversation has not been cancelled. 
 
     Learning has not been cancelled. 
 
     Poetry and storytelling have not been cancelled. 
 
     Courage has not been cancelled. 
 
     Meditation and contemplation have not been cancelled. 
 
     Painting and dancing have not been cancelled. 
 
     Families have not been cancelled. 
 
     Community and solidarity have not been cancelled. 
 
     Faith has not been cancelled. 
 
     Hope has not been cancelled. 
 
     And . . . God’s presence with us has not been cancelled. 

What’s Happening 

(continued from left) 

As a staff, we appreciate your understanding and patience during this  

period of change and welcome your feedback about our efforts.  

A final note, I know that we have a number of our parents that work in 

the health profession (the front line of this public health emergency), 

please keep them in our daily prayers as they do battle with this            

pandemic. 



 

STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary Sunday through Thursday at 
3:00 pm, and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Friday at 
3:00 pm; both are livestreamed on Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday,   
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:15 am and on 
Sunday at 8:30 am.    
 

Watch recorded videos of these at our website as well. 
 
LIVESTREAM/VIDEO  
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE FOR NATIVITY OF MARY: 
 

Holy Thursday  6:15 PM 
Good Friday  1:00 PM 
Easter Sunday   8:30 AM 
 

*Due to logistical problems, we will be unable to 
livestream or video the Saturday Easter Vigil. 
  
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of
-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

Current Cancellations 
 

 All Masses and parish activities have been  
       canceled until further notice. 
 

 The Adult Catholic Spirit Club meetings for 8 April and 
13 May 2020 are cancelled due to government         
mandates on group gatherings.  We will hopefully     
resume meeting  in September which would be the   
beginning of our 2020/2021 program season.  If there 
are questions, please call Dolores Dilley 752-4387. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

O Mary, you 
shine continuously 
on our journey as a 
sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  
ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the 
Cross you  
participated in  
Jesus’ pain, with 
steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of 
the Roman People, 
know what we 
need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform  
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.   

God is good all the time,  

all the time God is good. 
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