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News & Notes 

 

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

As masses will not be held for the next few weeks, 
St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church 
and school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  You can mail in your weekly  
envelope (inside a regular envelope addressed to  
Nativity of Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  
Or mail us a check with your envelope number writ-
ten on it.  All donations will be credited to your ac-
count for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdraw-
al transactions can be arranged by filling out a form 
and sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

God Bless our students and our teachers!   
A very Happy Easter is wished for each of you, 
and your families! 
 

SCRIP can still be purchased from the  
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from  
9:00-10:30 a.m.  

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Happy Easter!  This sounds strange, since we are all still 
enduring this pandemic together and all the uncertainty 
that goes along with it.  This time above all is a reminder 
to us that beyond the cross and the grave is the radiant 
joy of the Resurrection.  God has come to give us life, and 
He fulfills that promise.  Christ can never die, therefore 
we can never die.  I hope that all of you can find the joy 
of Easter this day. 
 

By now, all the households in the parish should have 
received the letter from me regarding the financial  
situation of our parish.  It is needless to say that we are 
in the same boat as all the other parishes in our diocese 
and throughout our nation.  The decline of income has  
impacted us and everyone.  The letter was a reminder 
that your stewardship of treasure is still needed and 
very important as our community still has to pay its bills, 
especially to meet payroll for our school teachers and 
staff.  A number of envelopes have been mailed to the 
parish and a number of households have signed up for 
the EFT (online giving option).  Thank you to all for your 
generosity, especially in this trying time. 
 

During this time, our parish has been separated as a  
result of the “safe-at-home” order.  We will not be  
celebrating Mass publicly through at least Friday, April 
24th.  It is sad that we cannot be together physically for 
the Mass.  But, we can be together online.  I have been 
and will be continuing to celebrate Mass live online 
through livestreaming.  You can see it on our parish  
Facebook page “Nativity of Mary Parish- Janesville”.  I 
celebrate Mass weekdays (Tuesday-Friday) at 8:15 AM 
and on Sundays at 8:30 AM.  If you miss Mass live, one 
can catch it again on our website, www.nativitymary.org.  
Also, I have been leading the Rosary every day at 3:00 
PM.  You will find that livestreamed on our Facebook 
site.  Technology does afford us the ability to be together 
in spirit.   Prayer over the internet is not the same as in 
person, but this provides a way for us to come together 
during these days. 
 

May the risen Christ grant us His healing and peace.  
Alleluia! 
 

-Fr. Rob 

http://www.nativitymary.org
http://www.nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 19, 2020 
Sunday of Divine Mercy 
Acts 2:42-47 / 1 Pt 1:3-9 / Jn 20:19-31 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had  
arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed.  Jn 20:8 
 

********************************************************* 
When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves blessed 
with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As that thought 
crossed our minds, did we find ourselves saying “so what” or 
“alleluia”? For many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For  
others, it is just another day of “so what.” Faith makes a huge 
difference. It not only makes a difference in how we  
understand today and the significance of what we celebrate, 
it also makes a huge difference in terms of how we  
understand ourselves. 
 

Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow 
your dreams, make money, protect your social status, be 
politically correct, and keep your preferences to yourself are 
pretty good examples of the messages our secular life wants 
us to hear. In and of themselves, they don’t sound all that 
harmful. But when really examined, they are. The life of  
resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells us a much  
different story. 
 

Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted,  
occupied, and working. For many of us, an agenda awaits us 
before we even start our day, and unfinished stuff is brought 
with us when we retire at night. Make the best of life and 
“find your own road to happiness are messages we all too 
easily believe. The “so what” response to the new life of  
resurrection is often the result of believing that life is only 
what I make it. What God has to say isn’t important to me 
securing my next raise. 
 

Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may give 
the wonder of heaven a blink now and then, its glory really 
doesn’t impress us or matter all that much. It’s all about the 
here and now and what I need to do today to get where I 
want to be tomorrow. We tend to put off considering the one 
significant “tomorrow” that will come the millisecond after 
we take our last breath. When that happens, will we want to 
be thinking “so what?” or “alleluia”? 
 

There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one resurrection. 
There is also only one of us. Have you ever pondered what 
one solitary, humble human life can do? Faith, not our world, 
tells us how special we are. We are not robots. We are not 
replaceable. We have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love 
is at our core and unites us together as one with the God of 
love who so desperately wants us to be with Him forever. 
This may not match our secular agenda, but it ought to make 
our true inner agenda leap for joy. There doesn’t need to be 
an end. I can live forever.  Alleluia! 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, 

Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



 
HE IS RISEN 

What’s Happening 

 
 
 
 
 
WHERE DO EASTER EGGS COME FROM? 
The Romans used to have a saying: Omne vivum ex ovo, or “All life comes from an egg.” Eggs have long been a  
symbol of fertility and rebirth. Ancient, pre-Christian people in Africa and Egypt incorporated eggs into their  
celebration of the spring season, when life emerges from the cold of winter.  
Early Christians in Mesopotamia (modern day Syria and Iraq) dyed chicken eggs red in remembrance of the blood 
Jesus shed on the cross. By the Middle Ages, the egg also became a symbol of the sealed tomb of Jesus. On Easter 
Sunday, Christians would carry eggs that they would tap against the eggs of the Christians they greeted. The cracks 
that formed in these eggs symbolized Jesus breaking out of the tomb.  
  
EASTER EGG HUNTS, EASTER BASKETS & THE EASTER BUNNY 
Hard-boiling eggs, and even hunting for them, emerged as an Easter custom out of necessity. During the late  
medieval period, Christians were not allowed to eat eggs during  Lent. They hardboiled the eggs their chickens  
produced during this time so the eggs would not go to waste.  
If a family did not own their own chickens, the children would go out on Easter Sunday (when eggs could finally be 
eaten) and search for the eggs of various wild birds to eat for breakfast.  
By the 16th century, and especially in Germany, hunting for eggs was turned into a game. Eggs were deliberately 
hidden on Easter Sunday and children competed to see who could find the most. Of course, these children needed 
something to carry all their eggs in. This is one of the origins of the Easter basket.  
German immigrants to Pennsylvania brought their custom of hunting for Easter eggs to America, where it became 
widely popular. They are also responsible for the origin of the Easter Bunny. In German folklore, it was actually an 
Easter Hare (an animal related to rabbits, but larger and faster). He would bring eggs to the children (instead of the 
children having to find them), as long as the children were good and ready for Easter.  
Nowadays, the eggs we find on Easter morning are usually plastic or made of chocolate and contain various kinds 
of candy. Coloring hard-boiled eggs is also a popular Easter activity.  

 
WHAT IS EASTER REALLY ALL ABOUT? 
Eggs, baskets, bunnies. All of these are great fun, but Easter is 
about so much more. Easter is the story of the worst day becoming 
the best day in all of human history.  
After Jesus died on the cross, hope seemed lost forever. This man 
who claimed to be the Son of God, with power to perform mighty 
miracles and to renew the world, was no longer with his followers. 
Darkness covered the earth and they hid in fear, convinced they 
would be next.  
But something new and unexpected happened.  
Instead of lying there, lifeless in the tomb, Jesus came back to life 
again! This is the Resurrection: an extraordinary victory in the 
face of defeat. Jesus conquered death so that we might conquer 
death. He lives forever so that we might live forever with him in 
heaven. 
That is what Easter is really all about. At Easter we remember the 
greatest of all great moments—Jesus’ Resurrection. And that is 
why Easter is the oldest and most joyous celebration of the year.  
(Dynamic Catholic)  

“[God] will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.” 
And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:4-5)  

http://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/about-lent/


What’s Happening 

TODAY 
IS THE 

DAY 
OF 

ALLELUIA! 

AN EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

The hosts of heaven exult and sing aloud in mighty triumph! 
Let the earth be glad as glory alights and night reigns no more. 
Let the Church rejoice at the victory of her Lord and Master, 
Who paid the debt of Adam, 
Who frees those doomed to die, 
Who heals the broken-hearted and bind up their wounds, 
Who forgives the sinner and raises up the lowly, 
Who destroys death forever, 
Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 
God our Father, eternal is your love for us! 
Christ the Son, in victory you reign! 
Holy Spirit, set the Easter fire ablaze in our hearts. 
Together you live and reign and ransom your people, 
one God forever and ever. 
Amen. 5 



Current Cancellations 
 

 All Masses and parish activities have been  
       canceled until further notice. 
 

 The Adult Catholic Spirit Club meetings for 13 May 
2020 are cancelled due to government  mandates on 
group gatherings.  We will hopefully resume meeting  in 
September which would be the beginning of our 
2020/2021 program season.  If there are questions, 
please call Dolores Dilley 752-4387. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

O Mary, you 
shine continuously 
on our journey as a 
sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  
ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the 
Cross you  
participated in  
Jesus’ pain, with 
steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of 
the Roman People, 
know what we 
need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform  
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.   
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STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary Sunday through Thursday at 
3:00 pm, and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Friday at 
3:00 pm; both are livestreamed on Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday,   
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:15 am and on 
Sunday at 8:30 am.    
 

Watch recorded videos of these at our website as well. 
 
LIVESTREAM/VIDEO  
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE FOR NATIVITY OF MARY: 
 

Holy Thursday  6:15 PM 
Good Friday  1:00 PM 
Easter Sunday   8:30 AM 
 

*Due to logistical problems, we will be unable to 
livestream or video the Saturday Easter Vigil. 
  
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of
-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/

