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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

************ 
All public Masses and parish activities  

have been canceled until further notice. 

 
 
 
 

Sarah Sorka was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

A Note from  
St. Mary School’s Principal, 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt - 
 
This marks the fourth week of full-time instruction in the 
Distance Learning Environment for St. Mary's School. 
What have we learned?  Everything seems to have 
changed.  We are in the process of preparing for a new 
normal.  We have appreciated your support and  
suggestions as we build this new normal.   
  
This past week, Gov. Tony Evers unveiled a three-phase 
plan Monday to get Wisconsin back to work, which  
mirrors guidelines by the White House.  The "Badger 
Bounce Back" plan was issued as Executive order #31 by 
the Governor's Health Services Secretary, Andrea Palm 
The plan includes returning children to school early in the 
process, and the state is far from meeting the public health 
criteria that would allow that to happen. 
 
The plan calls for returning children to classrooms in the 
first phase. However, for the state to get to that point, it 
would need to fulfill the following steps that:  "Make sure 
workers and businesses are prepared to reopen as soon as 
it is safe to do so by bolstering contact tracing, testing ca-
pacity, PPE resources, and healthcare capacity," according 
to the Governor's office.  Also, the plan requires a 14-day 
stretch with no increases of COVID-19 cases statewide, 
according to the order. 
 
In a briefing on April 20, 2020, Governor Evers explained 
why a regional plan is not possible at this time, even 
though many rural counties report none or few COVID-19 
cases.  Evers said that "many people are carrying  
COVID-19 virus but are asymptomatic, so a lack of cases in 
some parts of the state does not mean the virus is absent; 
that the rural areas with fewer or no cases have hospital 
systems that could not absorb an outbreak; and, that rural 
areas have populations with an average older age, which 
makes them more at risk, and with dire consequences if 
they get the disease."  
 
Returning to the Classroom? 
Other countries are now just reopening their schools and 
are finding that it is more challenging than one might 
think, with ramifications for everything from busing to 
lunchtime. 
 
When the State of Wisconsin gives the all-clear to return to 
the classroom, it likely will provide guidelines from public 
health experts on how it should be done. 
 
Based on experiences in other countries, some say it might 
be easier to start with high school and middle school  
students. Given that social distancing will be around for a 
while, they say older students are, theoretically, more  
mature and have more impulse control and are better 
trained to follow directions. 

Continued …..  
 
Happening At St. Mary's This Week 
All parents will receive a progress report/
communication from your child's teacher concerning 
the first month of distance learning.  The progress  
report will indicate the assignments that were assigned, 
the teacher's appraisal of that work, and the  
assignments that are outstanding.  For students in 
grades four, five, six, seven, and eight, we use Google 
Classroom.  Mr. Gre is sending to parents a video we 
prepared to show parents how you can monitor your 
child's assignment completion through Google  
Classroom.  Parents can always ask your child's teacher 
for an individual update on their progress.   The staff is 
also making personal contacts with students and homes 
who may need additional support.  We know that each 
home setting is different, and we respect everyone's effort 
during this time.   Please feel free to make contact with 
the staff or me to determine how we might be of  
assistance to you.  I know that I can not say this enough; 
we continue to appreciate everyone's effort and know you 
are doing the best you can! 
 
We will continue to publish an updated schedule each 
week for ZOOM classes.  Teachers in the Pre-K,  
Kindergarten, and Grade 1 do not use ZOOM but instead 
use classroom Dojo to communicate with students and 
parents.  
 
Please continue to follow us on Facebook and  
Instagram.  Also, please continue to watch Sunday Mass 
from Fr. Rob, and you can view his message to younger 
students on YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GxKz3oV14Nk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxKz3oV14Nk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxKz3oV14Nk
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Readings for Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 / 1 Pt 2:20b-25 / Jn 10:1-10 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 6:1-7 / 1 Pt 2:4-9 / Jn 14:1-12 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

“I am the gate.  
Whoever enters through me will be saved,  
and will come in and go out and find pasture.” (Jn 10:9) 
 

********************************************************* 
With whom do we converse and listen to the most?  Believe 
it or not, the answer is ourselves.  We are constantly having 
conversations with ourselves, and sometimes we even get 
caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth about  
ourselves. We really cannot hide from ourselves, although 
we often pretend we can. By conversing with ourselves, we 
find solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work 
through our relationships, formulate opinions, run through 
dress rehearsals of possible conversations, and wrestle with 
and determine our system of priorities and values. What 
other voices affect the conversations we have with  
ourselves? 
 

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These  
voices cause us to mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, and 
cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, and the 
like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what 
holds us captive — our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, 
and stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go about our 
lives putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves  
preoccupied and busy, and trying to stay on top of things. 
Intentionally or unintentionally, we find ourselves  
wandering off. We turn around and can no longer see our 
home. We look down at our feet and realize we have lost our 
anchor. Feeling scared, out of place, desolate, unsettled, and 
lonely, we realize that we are lost. 
 

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything 
competing for our attention, the voice of the One who could 
truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t hear it. As our inner 
dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to  
consult — even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good 
Shepherd who can keep us safely where we need to be. As 
we graze through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly 
remember to look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our 
habits of prayer are the only thing that can properly root us 
and keep us grounded. Contemplating God’s presence and 
developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will 
then find ourselves praying unceasingly as the days and 
nights and the ebbs and flows of our of lives unfold.  
Suddenly, the inner conversations we are constantly having 
are no longer just with ourselves or with voices that can lead 
us astray but with the Trinity, who desperately wants us to 
stay home. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, 

Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 
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In the Midst of Hardship, Anxiety & Suffering 
 
Acts 2:14A, 36-41, 1 Peter 2:20B-25, John 10:1-10 
 

Do you ever feel that life is unfair? Though we understand that injustice and inequity exist, there is an underlying assumption 
that if we believe in God, or better yet get God on our side, then the scales of justice and fairness will somehow be tipped in 
our favor. God will intervene to set things right. The image we often carry of God is one of an all-powerful and grand fixer. 
But, if we listen carefully to Sacred Scripture and study faith tradition, this is not who God is at all. Our second reading this 
weekend gives us a great perspective to pursue. “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow 
in his footsteps. He committed no sin and no deceit was found in his mouth .” If we look to the passion of Christ, we clearly see 
a God who does not eradicate or sidestep injustice and great suffering but embraces them. If the idea is to somehow get God 
to remove these painful stumbling blocks from our path, then we would have been given this as the example to follow.  
Instead, we have been brought through insults, unjust accusations, intense suffering, ridicule and death. 
 

Jesus kept himself intact as he went along the path of the cross. It was this anchored integrity, rooted in a relentless  
relationship he had with his Father that kept him from anger, bitterness, retaliation, defensiveness, and self-pity. His strong 
resolution to endure this pain brought him to the place where all pain empties into, the Resurrection. The abundant life Jesus 
desires us to have is our resurrected life! It is not the promise of an easy meal ticket through this earthly one but the glory of 
transformation and new life to come. This is where the Good Shepherd’s example leads us. It’s not about finding green and 
safe pastures here. Believing in Jesus as the Good Shepherd isn’t some form of spiritual “bubble wrap” we roll around  
ourselves to protect us from all of life’s evils and hardships. This is nowhere near the idea. It certainly was not how the  
original disciples saw things and the way their lives played out didn’t reflect a God who shielded them from all injury and 
harm. They encountered quite the opposite. But, they followed the example of their Good Shepherd. 
 

Is your faith in God still strong in the midst of hardship, confusion, anxiety, and suffering? I think that there is a little child in 
all of us that secretly really wants God to make it all better. Sometimes, that little child is so forward in our personality that 
God’s response determines our level of faith. But, God is saying, “follow the example I gave you.” Listen to Him. “This is my 
beloved Son!” We have a hard time with this, and we fight it tug and pull with God all the way! We beg and plead, look for 
magical prayers, say the right things, storm the doors of heaven, and exhaust ourselves in the process. 
 

Can you love a God who leaves you with your suffering? “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” This means 
nothing. Nothing includes a resolution to my problem, an avoidance of pain and suffering, the sheltering of someone I love from 
hardship or death, a tipping of the scales in my favor or anything else we believe we may want. Nothing. My only desire is God 
and God alone. If I can find this treasure, a relationship with my Creator, the essence and truth of life, then that is ALL that I 
need. Let God take care of the rest and let it go. 
 

That’s what Jesus, our Good Shepherd, did. He let it go. After he pleaded with God in the garden, he let it go. He realized in the 
depth of his being that none of this was about his ego or self-preservation. It’s not about us either and that’s one of the  
hardest lessons of life to learn. It’s not about us. It is about God and the fact that He lovingly chose to make each of us into the 
tremendously wonderful person we are, placing the very spark of His Divine Presence within us. All we need is God’s  
presence. It is enough. 
 

Suffering and hardship are not the enemy but encounters that can bring us deeper into the mystery and wonder of life and of 
God’s presence. As we embrace every moment of suffering, work through every insult and injustice, find faith, hope, and love 
in every moment of life’s blessing, we kiss the eternal resurrected presence and life that awaits us. We kiss God. 
 

If we listen deeply and distance ourselves from all the conflicting and distracting voices, this is the Good Shepherd we  
desperately want to follow. We want ultimately to live and not die. The labor pains we must endure until we get to our  
eternal destiny are well worth the sacrifice. We will welcome new life just as parents welcome the birth of their child.  
Suddenly, for the mother who endured all the pains of birth, the experience that seemed relentless and never-ending recedes 
as the joy and love of birth are ushered in. 
 

Jesus wants to keep us focused. It is too easy to get distracted by this world, as if all that is around us is what is of ultimate 
importance. It is not. If we pray to keep our focus on Christ and the example he gave us, our loving Good Shepherd will always 
keep us in his care and never let anyone distract us or lead us astray. If we allow ourselves to be distracted and lured by  
pastures that may at first appear greener, we can quickly lose our way. 
 

The world struggles with our Good Shepherd. It makes no sense to some why we would believe and pledge our devotion to a 
God who asks us to accept suffering, injustice, hardship, and death. Coming to a place of acceptance of this does not involve a 
satisfaction of our minds but a relationship that satisfies our souls and the truth of who we are. Are you willing to leave ALL 
worldly cares, anxieties and worries behind and return to the true shepherd and guardian of your soul? 
 

Rev. Mark Suslenko 
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Prayer 
 

O Lord, You have searched me and You know me. 
You know when I sit and when I stand. 
You understand my thoughts from afar. 
With all my ways You are familiar. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, 
You know the whole of it. 
Where can I go from Your spirit? 
From Your presence where can I flee? 
Truly You have formed my inmost being. 
You knit me in my mother’s womb. 
I give You thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made.  
Wonderful are all your works. 
 

In times of trial and uncertainty, Lord,  
help me to place my trust in You and praise You. 
When I cannot control what happens around me, 
help me to know that all is in Your care. 
May the celebration of the resurrection of your Son 
show me that You bring new life out of the darkest of life’s  
moments! 
May I have faith in Your life-giving Presence, 
hope in Your promise for a brighter tomorrow, 
and love so that I can serve You and my sisters and brothers more fully. 
 

Christ, the Good Shepherd, is risen. Amen. Alleluia! 
 

(by Fr. Mark Suslenko, based on Psalm 139) 

 

 
GIFTS Men’s Shelter—Dates to Remember 
 
Greetings to our St. Mary’s families.  I pray everyone is well in these crazy times of staying safe at home. I am writing to 
inform you of three important matters pertaining to the Gifts Men’s Shelter. 
 

1. Starting May 17, 2020 it is Nativity of Mary Parish’s turn to provide meals and over nights for the men at the shelter. 
Covid19 has brought many challenges for us at the shelter. The men have been quarantined for the past month with no 
volunteers allowed. Church’s have been making the meals and dropping them off in the lobby of the shelter and the men 
have been preparing and serving themselves. So far things are going smoothly it just takes a little creativity. Please  
contact myself or Pat if you can help with a portion of a meal and we will help coordinate, and get through this week 
together. 
 

2. Gifts only has one major fund raiser each year. Our Evening of Inspiration is a night where we share our story,  
testimony from one of the guys, testimony from one of our Mentors, and a little piece from me on our opening a thrift 
store. More about that later. We have decided to continue with our event, with it becoming a (no-show) Facebook event. 
My prayer is that our parish occupy a virtual table at our Evening of Inspiration. Our event will be May 5, at 6:00 pm. 
This will be a live event on Facebook. Please go to our web site or Facebook for more information. See you there. 
 

3. Gifts Men’s Shelter will be opening a Thrift Store later this summer. I have the privilege of Managing the store. I know 
that during these strange times of staying safe at home has brought many challenges for all. Many have started cleaning 
closets, garages, and basements, myself included. I would love it if you would consider saving those unneeded items, 
that you found to help me fill up our new store.   Our Store will be located  
at 1141 Blackbridge Rd. It’s the old Blackbridge Bowl building. 
 
 

God Bless and stay safe, 
 

David Ellis 608-289-3818 
Pat Ellis   608-289-3911 
Home    608-754-2949 

GOD is Faithful Temporary Shelter 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

O Mary, you 
shine continuously 
on our journey as a 
sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  
ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the 
Cross you  
participated in  
Jesus’ pain, with 
steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of 
the Roman People, 
know what we 
need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform  
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.   
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STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary every day at 3:00 pm, with 
the exception of Friday, when he prays the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3:00 pm.  Both are livestreamed on 
Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday,   
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:15 am and on 
Sunday at 8:30 am.   Watch recorded videos of the 
Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of
-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

“Flocknote” - We’re in the process of introducing a 
new method of communication.  In cooperation with the 
Diocese of Madison and other local Catholic parishes, 
we’ll be implementing “Flocknote” to email parishioners 
and ministry members with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/

