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in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

God Bless our students and teachers!  
 
SCRIP can still be purchased from the school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9:00-10:30 a.m.  

Dear Families of Nativity of Mary Parish: 
 

Under the provisions of the Governor’s “Safer at Home” 
order, gatherings of up to 9 people have always been  
permitted for religious exercises.  The “Best Practices” of 
the Diocese of Madison directed us to be even more  
cautious than that – having a minimal number of  
necessary individuals present for Mass.  That was relaxed 
during Holy Week to help us facilitate the liturgies of Palm  
Sunday and the Triduum.  After a meeting of the diocesan 
College of Consultors, the Diocese amended its best  
practices to permit (though not require) priests to  
celebrate Mass with up to 8 other people present. 
 

We will take advantage of this permission beginning 
on Tuesday, May 12th.  Because of the number of  
individuals already present for ministries at Sunday 
Mass, attendance for Masses will be limited to the 
weekday liturgies Tuesday through Friday. 
 

Those who are at higher risk of complications from  
COVID-19 should consider their risk before deciding to 
attend.  Also, if you have tested positive or have  
symptoms of COVID-19, please, for the safety and  
well-being of all, do not attend. 
 

The only practical way to limit the number of people  
attending each Mass is to ask people to arrange in  
advance for a place.  We will use a program called Sign Up 
Genius for advance attendance registration.  Please only 
sign up for one Mass per week to allow as many  
registered parishioners as possible the opportunity to 
attend.  The day before each Mass, if there are still 
spots available, those who have already attended Mass 
that week can reserve any open spaces. 
 

The sign up Genius link below contains Masses for this 
week and the next.  Keep an eye out for additional sign 
ups in the future.  Also please do not share the link to our 
parish Genius on social media.  We will exclusively be 
communicating Mass sign ups to the parish through our 
Flocknote data base.  Please contact Sharlet Collins  
[(608) 449-7736; psec@nativitymary.org] if you need any 
assistance with the Genius program or have any   
questions. 
 

To register, please go to our Sign Up Genius link - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-weekday 
 
While we realize this is not perfect, it is an effort to allow 
some individuals to attend Mass in person.  Nevertheless, 
for those not able to attend, we will continue to live  
stream Mass Tuesday through Friday at 8:15 AM and  
Sundays at 8:30 AM on our  
Facebook page. 
 

Stay healthy.  God bless you all. 
 
 

-Fr. Robert Butz 

Cemeteries and “Safer at Home” 
Diocese of Madison Cemeteries are open. Please come  
decorate the graves of your loved ones (while observing the 
decorating regulations and the social distancing  
requirements). Burials continue, and we work closely with 
funeral homes to maintain safety during times of loss.  
 

During this health emergency, we have established safe 
practices for grave sales. Our offices are closed to the public, 
but you can buy a grave starting with a phone call. Our  
family advisors can meet you outside at a safe distance to 
select graves. All paperwork and payment can be handled 
remotely. And while Wisconsin's "Safer at Home" order is in 
effect, we are offering special financing options. 
 

Contact us by calling Mount Olivet in Janesville or Mount 
Thabor in Beloit at 608-754-3472; or Resurrection in     
Madison at 608-238-5561. Or contact us online at       
https://madisondiocese.org/cemeteries. 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 43    

04-26-2020 19,304.00 9,925.49 9,378.51 

YTD $514,933.02 509,580.14 5,352.88 

 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 44    

05-03-2020 16,618.50 15,422.56 1,195.94 

YTD $531,551.52 525,002.69 6,548.83 

mailto:psec@nativitymary.org
https://madisondiocese.org/cemetery-information-decorating-regulations
https://madisondiocese.org/cemetery-information-decorating-regulations
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02620b.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02620b.pdf
https://madisondiocese.org/cemeteries
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.”  - Jn 14:6  
********************************************************* 
When earthly lives end, especially when the person is  
younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost. 
We think of lost opportunities — things they won’t be able 
to see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and adventures 
that now must go undiscovered. Our minds create this 
chasm between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this 
life as permanent ones, never possible to achieve again. This 
perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief 
as they ponder all of the missed opportunities and regrets. 
 

This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can 
give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced, 
the adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities 
to be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They 
are not ends in and of themselves but are all part of the  
unfolding of a relationship we have with God, who not only 
makes all of these wonderful things possible now but  
sustains them and fulfills them into eternity. The perception 
and experience of loss is really an illusion, because in God’s 
eternal kingdom and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. Even 
the most intimate and tender of moments we can conceive of 
sharing with another human being are only part of a journey 
toward perfect intimate and tender moments to be shared 
with God in our resurrected life. We become like God and see 
God as He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and hope can 
ever be discovered as we walk down our often dimly lit 
paths in this world. 
 

This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold. 
Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you see 
them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind 
yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Our happiness is not going to be fully realized in this world, 
and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found 
one hundred fold in eternity. It’s all about relationship, and 
not solely about the relationships we have with each other, 
ourselves, and the world in which we live. It’s about our  
relationship with God. If we realize how special that one  
relationship really is, then there is only one particular of 
heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we 
fall into love eternal and discover truth. For when we finally 
close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are 
with God. There are no losses, only gains. 

Readings for Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 6:1-7 / 1 Pt 2:4-9 / Jn 14:1-12 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 / 1 Pt 3:15-18 / Jn 14:15-21 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, 

Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



Thank you for your financial support. 
 

St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church and 
school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  You can mail in your weekly  
envelope (inside a regular envelope addressed to  
Nativity of Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  
Or mail us a check with your envelope number written 
on it.  All donations will be credited to your account 
for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdrawal 
transactions can be arranged by filling out a form and 
sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

FOR: 
Tom & Mary Moccero 
Warren & Georgia Collins 
Gerald Dilley, Barb & Leroy Drost 
Clifford E. Easton, 
Richard J. Showers, Sr. 
Glenn Anderson, Karen Fawcett, 
John & Anita Galassini,  
LeRoy Groene, 
Bob & Doreen Trunnelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Urquhart, 
Dan Buckner,  
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Wonka 
Charlie Smith, Alan Neugebauer 
Rolf, Ruth, Ralph & Jerry  
Isackson, Gert, Bruce & Katie Bell 
Paul, Virginia & Ken Taube, 
Jeff, Lynda, Charles & Gerdie  
Kraft, Sheila Malone 
Jim Martelle, Roy & Alice Murphy 
Bob & the five kids 
Jack & Claire Damrow 
James Nally,  
Linda Mikkelson Nally 
Frank & Marie Weix, 
Edward & Dorothy Sudmeier 
Franklin & Mary Babcock, 
Mary Pat Babcock 
Gene Wagner, Margie Krause, 
Mary Lou Hainstock, Anne Lucey 
Michael & Lillian Romano 
Carl & Ida Weisgerber  
Wirth Family, Frusher Family 
Dan Zahn, Robert & Janette Zahn 
 

FROM: 
Mr./Mrs. John Collins 
 
Mrs. Dolores Dilley 
Mrs. Betty Easton 
 
Mr./Mrs. Mario Galassini 
 
Mrs. Frances Groene 
 
Mr. Randall Hanssen & 
Mr. Robert Urquhart 
 
Mr./Mrs. Charles Isackson 
 
 
Mr./Mrs. Gregory Kraft 
 
 
Mrs. Marlys Martelle 
Mrs. Patricia Mosher 
Mr./Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Mrs. Gladys Nally 
 
Mr./Mrs. Dave Sudmeier 
 
Mr./Mrs. Steve Thompson 
 
Mrs. Patricia Wagner 
 
Mr./Mrs. Richard Weisgerber 
 
Mr./Mrs. Robert Wirth 
Mrs. Beverly Zahn 

Thank you to ALL of our  
parishioners who donated  
so generously toward the  
beautiful lilies this Easter. 
 
Those who gave in honor  
or in memory of a loved  
one are listed below. 

A Mothers’ Day Prayer 
I thank you, Creator of us all for my 
mother.  
I thank you that she gave me life and  
nurtured me all those years.  She gave 
me my faith, helping me to know you 
ant to know Jesus and his ways.  She 
taught me how to love and how to  
sacrifice for others.  She taught me 
that it was okay to cry and that I 
should always tell the truth.  
Bless her with the graces she needs 
and which you want to give her today.  
Help her to feel precious in your eyes 
today and to know that I love her.  
Give her strength and courage,  
compassion and peace.  Bless her this 
day with your love.  Amen.  

God’s Recipe for Happiness 
 

2 parts Daily Prayer 
10 parts Obedience to Commandments 
1 part Church Attendance 
100 parts Chastity 
100% pure Obedience to “Mom” 
Pinch of Charity, Service and Integrity 
Sprinkle with Love 
 

Mix all ingredients together with 10-30 minutes of Daily Scripture 
Study and ENJOY! 

FOR: 
Tom & Mary Moccero 
Warren & Georgia Collins 
Gerald Dilley, Barb & Leroy Drost 
Clifford E. Easton, 
Richard J. Showers, Sr. 
Glenn Anderson, Karen Fawcett, 
John & Anita Galassini,  
LeRoy Groene, 
Bob & Doreen Trunnelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Urquhart, 
Dan Buckner,  
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Wonka 
Charlie Smith, Alan Neugebauer 
Rolf, Ruth, Ralph & Jerry  
Isackson, Gert, Bruce & Katie Bell 
Paul, Virginia & Ken Taube, 
Jeff, Lynda, Charles & Gerdie  
Kraft, Sheila Malone 
Jim Martelle, Roy & Alice Murphy 
Bob & the five kids 
Jack & Claire Damrow 
James Nally,  
Linda Mikkelson Nally 
Frank & Marie Weix, 
Edward & Dorothy Sudmeier 
Franklin & Mary Babcock, 
Mary Pat Babcock 
Gene Wagner, Margie Krause, 
Mary Lou Hainstock, Anne Lucey 
Michael & Lillian Romano 
Carl & Ida Weisgerber  
Wirth Family, Frusher Family 
Dan Zahn, Robert & Janette Zahn 
 

FROM: 
Mr./Mrs. John Collins 
 
Mrs. Dolores Dilley 
Mrs. Betty Easton 
 
Mr./Mrs. Mario Galassini 
 
Mrs. Frances Groene 
 
Mr. Randall Hanssen & 
Mr. Robert Urquhart 
 
Mr./Mrs. Charles Isackson 
 
 
Mr./Mrs. Gregory Kraft 
 
 
Mrs. Marlys Martelle 
Mrs. Patricia Mosher 
Mr./Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Mrs. Gladys Nally 
 
Mr./Mrs. Dave Sudmeier 
 
Mr./Mrs. Steve Thompson 
 
Mrs. Patricia Wagner 
 
Mr./Mrs. Richard Weisgerber 
 
Mr./Mrs. Robert Wirth 
Mrs. Beverly Zahn 

Thank you to ALL of our  
parishioners who donated  
so generously toward the  
beautiful lilies this Easter. 
 
Those who gave in honor  
or in memory of a loved  
one are listed below. 

FOR: 
Tom & Mary Moccero 
Warren & Georgia Collins 
Gerald Dilley, Barb & Leroy Drost 
Clifford E. Easton, 
Richard J. Showers, Sr. 
Glenn Anderson, Karen Fawcett, 
John & Anita Galassini,  
LeRoy Groene, 
Bob & Doreen Trunnelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Urquhart, 
Dan Buckner,  
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Wonka 
Charlie Smith, Alan Neugebauer 
Rolf, Ruth, Ralph & Jerry  
Isackson, Gert, Bruce & Katie Bell 
Paul, Virginia & Ken Taube, 
Jeff, Lynda, Charles & Gerdie  
Kraft, Sheila Malone 
Jim Martelle, Roy & Alice Murphy 
Bob & the five kids 
Jack & Claire Damrow 
James Nally,  
Linda Mikkelson Nally 
Frank & Marie Weix, 
Edward & Dorothy Sudmeier 
Franklin & Mary Babcock, 
Mary Pat Babcock 
Gene Wagner, Margie Krause, 
Mary Lou Hainstock, Anne Lucey 
Michael & Lillian Romano 
Carl & Ida Weisgerber  
Wirth Family, Frusher Family 
Dan Zahn, Robert & Janette Zahn 

FROM: 
Mr./Mrs. John Collins 
 
Mrs. Dolores Dilley 
Mrs. Betty Easton 
 
Mr./Mrs. Mario Galassini 
 
Mrs. Frances Groene 
 
Mr. Randall Hanssen & 
Mr. Robert Urquhart 
 
Mr./Mrs. Charles Isackson 
 
 
Mr./Mrs. Gregory Kraft 
 
 
Mrs. Marlys Martelle 
Mrs. Patricia Mosher 
Mr./Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Mrs. Gladys Nally 
 
Mr./Mrs. Dave Sudmeier 
 
Mr./Mrs. Steve Thompson 
 
Mrs. Patricia Wagner 
 
Mr./Mrs. Richard Weisgerber 
 
Mr./Mrs. Robert Wirth 
Mrs. Beverly Zahn 

http://www.nativitymary.org
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 GIFTS Men’s Shelter— 
Starting May 17, 2020 it is Nativity of Mary Parish’s turn to provide meals and over nights for the 
men at the shelter.  
 

Covid19 has brought many challenges for us at the shelter. The men have been quarantined for the past month with no 
volunteers allowed. Church’s have been making the meals and dropping them off in the lobby of the shelter and the men 
have been preparing and serving themselves. So far things are going smoothly it just takes a little creativity.  
 

We invite you to make part of a meal for that week, or to donate money.  If you’d like to contribute by preparing food, 
please call David or Pat at the phone numbers listed below.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church,  
earmarked for the GIFTS Men’s Shelter.  The donations will be pooled and used to feed the men and support a local  
restaurant at the same time.   
 

Gifts Men’s Shelter will be opening a Thrift Store later this summer. I have the privilege of Managing the store. I know 
that during these strange times of staying safe at home has brought many challenges for all. Many have started cleaning 
closets, garages, and basements, myself included. I would love it if you would consider saving those unneeded items, 
that you found to help me fill up our new store.    
Our Store will be located at 1141 Blackbridge Road, It’s the old Blackbridge Bowl building. 
 
 

God Bless and stay safe, 
 

David Ellis 608-289-3818 
Pat Ellis   608-289-3911 
Home    608-754-2949 

GOD is Faithful Temporary Shelter 

Father Rob and the staff at Nativity of Mary, 
Wish all Mothers a very Blessed Day! 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

O Mary, you 
shine continuously 
on our journey as a 
sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  
ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the 
Cross you  
participated in  
Jesus’ pain, with 
steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of 
the Roman People, 
know what we 
need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform  
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and 
bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test – and deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin.   
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STAY CONNECTED 
Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary every day at 3:00 pm, with 
the exception of Friday, when he prays the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3:00 pm.  Both are livestreamed on 
Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday,   
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:15 am and on 
Sunday at 8:30 am.   Watch recorded videos of the 
Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 
Word on Fire Daily Mass 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart / Notre Dame University 
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of
-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/ 

“Flocknote” - We’re in the process of introducing a 
new method of communication.  In cooperation with the 
Diocese of Madison and other local Catholic parishes, 
we’ll be implementing “Flocknote” to email parishioners 
and ministry members with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

 
 
 
 

Thomas Check was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember him, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://campusministry.nd.edu/mass-worship/basilica-of-the-sacred-heart/watch-mass/

