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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

“Flocknote” - We’re in the process of introducing a 
new method of communication.  In cooperation with the 
Diocese of Madison and other local Catholic parishes, 
we’ll be implementing “Flocknote” to email parishioners 
and ministry members with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

God Bless our students and teachers!  
 
SCRIP can still be purchased from the school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9:00-10:30 a.m.  

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church and 
school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  You can mail in your weekly  
envelope (inside a regular envelope addressed to  
Nativity of Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  
Or mail us a check with your envelope number written 
on it.  All donations will be credited to your account 
for tax purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdrawal 
transactions can be arranged by filling out a form and 
sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

And they  
were all  
filled  

with the  
 

Holy Spirit. 
 

Acts 2:4 

“By the working of the Holy Spirit, joy is reborn 
and peace blossoms in our hearts.”  - Pope Francis 

http://www.nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, May 31, 2020 
Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11 / 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 / Jn 20:19-23 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, June 2, 2020 
The Most Holy Trinity 
Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9 / 2 Cor 13:11-13 / Jn 3:16-18 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are  
retained.” (Jn 20:22-23) 
 
 

********************************************************* 
You can feel so small standing by the seashore. The vastness 
of all that is before you expands much farther than your eye 
can see. What is happening on the other side? As tides  
continue to ebb and flow, what occurs as they come and go 
remains largely a mystery and the effects of their presence 
unknown in your sight. Yet, things are moving and changing 
as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of their  
presence is left behind. The greater the wind and wave, the 
greater the effect. But even a gentle breeze leaves its humble 
mark upon the seashore on which you stand. The smallest 
pebble still makes a ripple in the great blue expanse of ocean 
waters. It doesn’t need to be big. 
 

You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or 
simplest of words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or 
there, this or that can influence time and history in ways you 
may never know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and  
torrential, and then almost still and silent, creating and  
recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty 
wind, God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, around, and 
into the waters of our lives. The Spirit brings fruit and  
unknown possibilities to what we humbly bring with us and 
that same Spirit eventually brings all to fulfillment in Christ. 
 

The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple 
faith and a willingness to go into unchartered territory with 
a love of their friend-God, humble offerings, and a 
knowledge that they were not alone. This allowed them to 
do amazing things with very little. Do you believe that you 
are being led and that you have a purposeful life? We often 
do not realize our value because we do not think that the 
little we have is good enough. How wrong we are! A little 
flour mixed with water and embraced by a prayer of blessing 
transforms simple offerings into the magnificent Eucharistic 
presence of God. If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing 
things with these humble gifts of the earth, even more can 
happen with you. Don’t underestimate the value of the smile 
you gave a stranger, the door held open for an elderly  
widow, the listening ear offered to one who was lonely, the 
tolerance given to the wounded soul who is angry, and the 
loving shoulder you offered as a cradle under the head of 
someone in pain. Modest gifts offered with love can be  
transformed by the Spirit into wondrous blessings you may 
never know. It’s Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever, Valerie 

Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., Alice Jensen, 

Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark, Penny Patterson, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Edna Thorp, Lola Williams, 

Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 
homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



Saint Joan of Arc 

Feast Day, May 30th 

The church officially remembers Joan of Arc not as a martyr but as a virgin—the Maid of Orleans. Of course, Joan was a  
martyr, but not in the technical sense. Yes, she died because she did what she thought God wanted her to do. But she was 
killed for her politics, not for her faith. Pagans did not execute her for refusing to worship their gods. Infidels did not slay 
her for defying them. Political enemies burned her at the stake for defeating them at war. 

Paradoxically, Christian people, good and bad alike, cheered at her demise. Other Christians wept. This incongruity may 
trouble us, but Joan would have expected it. The war she fought embroiled French Christians against English Christians. We 
too have waged wars like that, pitting Christian against Christian. Just as we may have felt that God was on our side, Joan 
believed that God was with the French. When the judges who condemned her asked if the heavenly voices she followed to 
war spoke in English, she replied tartly, “Why should they speak English when they were not on the English side?” 

Joan of Arc was born into the violent times of the fifteenth century. During her childhood, King Henry V of England invaded 
France and seized Normandy. He laid claim to the crown of the French king, Charles VI, who was mentally ill. Paralyzed by 
civil war between the duke of Burgundy and the duke of Orleans, the French could not put up much of a defense. Things 
worsened when agents of the duke of Orleans murdered the duke of Burgundy. The Burgundians reacted by becoming   
England’s allies. 

Eventually, Burgundian mercenaries brought the war home to Joan’s family. The raiders sacked the little village of         
Domre my-la-Pucelle, forcing them to flee. Thus, the indiscriminate brutality of war disrupted Joan of Arc’s pleasant      
childhood to acquaint her with fear. 

In 1424, when Joan was only twelve years old, the great miracle of her life unfolded. One summer day in her father’s        
garden, she heard a mysterious voice, which was accompanied by a bright light. “At first I was very much frightened,” she 
said later. “The voice came toward the hour of noon. I had fasted the preceding day. I heard the voice on my right hand, in 
the direction of the church. I seldom hear it without seeing a light. The light always appears on the side from which I hear 
the voice.” 

She identified the speaker as Michael the Archangel. Subsequently, he spoke to her many times, gradually revealing a      
preposterous mission. “You have been chosen to restore the kingdom of France,” said the voice, “and to protect King 
Charles.” She was to accomplish these things as the head of the army! Imagine the terror and confusion the archangel’s 
messages must have caused young Joan. 

Joan found the visions comforting, but they also put her under great stress. Fear of her strict father compelled her to keep 
them secret; she confided only in her parish priest. The messages must have both thrilled and troubled her. The revelations 
conflicted with reality. How would a simple peasant girl accomplish such imposing, if not impossible, tasks? 

By May 1428, Joan’s voices had become relentless and specific. They directed her to go at once to a town nearby and to  
offer her services to Robert de Baudricourt, the commander of the royal forces. Reluctantly, she obeyed. De Baudricourt, 
however, greeted her with laughter, telling her that her father should give her a good spanking. 

At that time, conditions were deteriorating for the French. The English had put Orleans under siege, and the stronghold was 
in grave danger. Joan's voices became more insistent. “But I am merely a girl! I cannot ride a horse or wield a weapon!” she 
protested. 

“It is God who commands it!” came the reply. 

Unable to resist any longer, Joan secretly made her way back to de Baudricourt. When she arrived she told the commander 
a fact she could have known only by revelation. She said the French army—on that very day—had suffered a defeat near 
Orleans. Joan urged him to send her to Orleans so that she might fulfill her mission. When official reports confirmed Joan’s 
word, de Baudricourt finally took her seriously and sent her to Charles VII. 
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She was outfitted with white armor and provided a special standard bearing the names Jesus and Mary. The banner           
depicted two kneeling angels offering a fleur-de-lis to God. On April 29, 1429, Joan led her army into Orleans.  Miraculously, 
she rallied the town. By May 8, the French had captured the English forts and had lifted the siege. An arrow had penetrated 
the armor over Joan’s breast, but the injury was not serious enough to keep her out of the battle.  Everything, including the 
wound, occurred exactly as Joan had prophesied before the campaign. A peasant maiden had defeated the army of a mighty 
kingdom, a humiliation that demanded revenge. 

The way to Reims was now open. Joan urged the immediate coronation of the king, but the French leaders dragged their 
feet. Finally, however, at Reims on July 17, 1429, Charles VII was anointed king of France. The Maid of Orleans stood          
triumphantly at his side. Joan had accomplished her mission. 

During the battles at Orleans, the voices had told Joan she had only a little time left. Her shameful end lurked ominously in 
the shadows. Later, she sustained a serious arrow wound in the thigh during an unsuccessful attack on Paris. In May 1430, 
after spending the winter in court, she led a force to relieve Compie gne, which the Burgundians had under siege. Her effort 
failed, and the Burgundians captured her. 

Through the summer and fall, the duke of Burgundy held Joan captive. The French, apparently ungrateful, made no effort to 
rescue her or obtain her release. On November 21, 1430, the Burgundians sold Joan to the English for a large sum. The     
English were quite eager to punish the maiden who had bested them. 

They could not execute Joan for winning, but they could impose capital punishment for sorcery or heresy. For several 
months she was chained in a cell in the castle at Rouen, where five coarse guards constantly taunted her. In February 1431, 
Joan appeared before a tribunal headed by Peter Cauchon, the avaricious and wicked bishop of Beauvais.  

Joan had no chance for a fair trial. She stood alone before devious judges, an uneducated girl conducting her own defense. 
The panel interrogated her six times in public, nine times in private. They questioned her closely about her visions, voices, 
male dress, faith, and submissiveness to the church. Giving good, sometimes even unexpectedly clever answers, Joan       
handled herself courageously. However, the judges took advantage of her lack of education and tripped her up on a few   
slippery theological points. The panel packed its summary with her damaging replies and condemned her with that unfair    
report. They declared that demons inspired her revelations. 

The tribunal decided that unless Joan recanted, she was to die as a 
heretic. At first she refused. But later, when she was taken before a 
huge throng, she seems to have made some sort of retraction. 

Cauchon visited her, observed her dress, and determined that she 
had fallen back into error. Joan, her strength renewed, then             
repudiated her earlier retraction. She declared that God had truly 
commissioned her and that her voices had come from him. Having 
condemned Joan of Arc as a relapsed heretic, the judges remanded 
her to the state for execution. The next morning she was taken into 
Rouen’s public square and burned at the stake. 

Like Jesus’ life, Joan of Arc’s life seemed to end in failure. 

Twenty-three years later, however, Joan’s mother and brothers 
asked that her case be reopened. Pope Callistus III appointed a    
commission to review the matter. In 1456, the new panel                
repudiated the trial and verdict and completely restored Joan’s       
reputation. Once again her piety and exemplary conduct had           
triumphed. 

Few Christians hear heaven-sent voices. I know I don’t. Joan was one 
of those rare exceptions who did. She obeyed what she perceived to 
be God’s directions, and against all odds she achieved the purpose 
she was given. Though I’ve never heard a heaven-sent voice, now and 
then I sense something God wants of me. Doesn’t that also  happen to 
you? Perhaps Joan’s example will reach down through the centuries 
to encourage us to listen closely for and to obey God’s  message to us. 
—Loyola Press 



 
 

STAY CONNECTED 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying takes 
a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on the  
gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary every day at 3:00 pm, with 
the exception of Friday, when he prays the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3:00 pm.  Both are livestreamed on 
Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday,   
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:15 am and on 
Sunday at 8:30 am.   Watch recorded videos of the 
Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 

Good news! 
 

Weekday Masses can now be attended in a limited  
fashion, by reservation only. 
To register, please go to our Sign Up Genius link - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-weekday 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Sharlet Collins  
by calling (608) 449-7736 or at 
psec@nativitymary.org if you 
need any assistance with the  
Genius program or have any  
questions. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
mailto:psec@nativitymary.org

