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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 
From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

Dear Families of Nativity of Mary Parish: 
 

After some time of being physically apart, the state relaxed 
its restrictions regarding the ability to celebrate Mass  
publicly.  On the weekend of May 30/31, our parish was 
allowed to worship with the restrictions of 25% capacity 
and proper social distancing.  There were other diocesan 
guidelines, those guidelines have been reprinted again in 
this weekend’s bulletin. 
 

Recently, the Rock County Health Department has  
decreased the restrictions regarding seating capacity and 
public worship.  The rule of 25% of a worship space has 
been changed to 50% capacity for attendance in a worship 
space.  The key qualifier, however, in this increase is that 
the social distancing regulation of 6 feet between persons is 
still in effect.  What this means for Nativity of Mary is that 
our maximum allowed is still at 100 persons due to the  
social distancing.  It is encouraging to witness parishioners 
coming to worship on Sundays.  However, it must be 
stressed that we cannot go beyond the maximum number.  
Otherwise, the social distancing cannot be guaranteed, and 
this is something that our parish must abide by from the 
state and county recommendations, and diocesan  
regulations.  Our last Sunday 10:30 Mass was at maximum 
capacity, which is wonderful.  But, this is also challenging.  If 
you arrive late and find the entrance locked, we are at  
capacity.  Please remember that there are two additional 
weekend liturgies – the 4:30 PM on Saturday and the 8:30 
AM on Sunday – where the number of attendees are lower.  
Also, we will continue to livestream the Sunday 8:30 AM 
Mass and download it to our website, so that others may 
attend virtually at whatever time they wish during Sunday.  
Finally, the Bishop has strongly encouraged those who are 
at-risk (65 and older, those with health conditions) to stay 
home and participate through the internet or television.  
Bishop Hying has continued to put into effect the  
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
until further notice.   
 

The purpose of this is to balance the need for individuals to 
worship at Mass while at the same time being prudent 
about the health of others in the adherence of the diocesan 
and state guidelines.  As I mentioned in the last email, all of 
this is a work in progress.  Thank you for your patience as 
we continue to try to pray with one another and  
support one another in this time of pandemic.   
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

-Fr. Rob 

 
 
 
 

Kathryn Thorn was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 51    

06-21-2020 $8,217.00 9,291.90 -1,074.90 

YTD $596,306.52 596,491.82 -185.30 

Money Matters 

Farewell for Fr. Rob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re invited to drop by the church parking 
lot at Nativity of Mary between 3:00 and 4:30 
pm on Sunday, July 5th to say farewell, and to 
wish Fr. Rob all the best in his new parish 
home.   
 

Father Rob will be joining St. Christopher  
Parish in Verona, Wisconsin the second  
weekend in July. 
 

We will miss you, Father Rob!  Thank you for 
faithfully shepherding us and for all that 
you’ve done for our parish and school these 
past five years.   
 

God Bless You!! 
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Readings for Sunday, June 28, 2020 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a, Rom 6:3-4, 8-11 / Mt 10:37-42 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, July 5, 2020 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Zec 9:9-10 / Rom 8:9, 11-13 / Mt 11:25-30 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is 
not worthy of me.” (Mt 10:38) 
 
 

********************************************************* 
When we were baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s 
death. Take a moment to ponder these profound words. We 
were baptized into death. In every sense of the word, we are 
asked to die. This is not just about our final death but about 
daily deaths due to inconvenience, discomfort, pain, loss, or 
others’ needs. This is an incredible epiphany given the way 
we very often approach our lives. We do everything to avoid 
death, let alone encounter it! Many avoid pain, discomfort, 
inconvenience, uneasiness, change, interference, and  
suffering of any kind. We put a lot of energy into finding the 
easiest and least inconvenient way through many things. 
Even holding the door open for a stranger or saying hello to 
someone in the store can be major undertakings. 
 
We are called to die. One of the biggest wake-up calls we can 
have is realizing that life is not about us! There are millions 
of other people sharing life on this planet with whom I have 
a relationship. Does my life celebrate those relationships? 
The most distracting question we can ask is, “What do I want 
to do?” The more focused, faith-filled question is, “What do I 
need to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. 
However, asking this question more frequently will teach us 
how to more purposefully and intentionally live so we can be 
a life giving vessel for others. When we learn to live more 
sacrificially, to put the needs of others before our own, and 
to not always seek our own self-interest, we become aware 
of what baptism into Christ’s death is really all about. These 
are the roots of virtue and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, 
solidarity, love, and peace. 
 
Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices 
life calls us to teaches us how to approach our final death. All 
deaths ask us to empty ourselves into something or someone 
else. Whether we empty ourselves into the heart and soul of 
another human being or empty ourselves into God at the 
moment of our final death, new life is always received and 
nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is a 
heart that is closed to love. A heart that pours itself out to 
others and is content with being emptied is a heart that has 
been touched by and open to mercy. It is a heart that  
overflows with joy. 
 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Fr. Rob and Sr. Ruth will not be making  
pastoral visits to the hospital, nursing 

homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life  

or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



What’s Happening 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

Fr. Rob prays the Rosary every day at 3:00 pm, with 
the exception of Friday, when he prays the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3:00 pm.  Both are livestreamed on 
Facebook.    
 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook—Tuesday at 12:10 
pm, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at 8:15 am and 
Sunday at 8:30 am.  Watch recorded videos of the Mass 
at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 4 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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What’s Happening 

Current Guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

The following guidelines are those from the Diocese of Madison, for the public celebration of the Mass: 
 

-First of all, those who are considered in the at-risk group (65 and older, those with health conditions) are strongly encouraged 
to stay home and participate through the internet on our livestream Mass. You can find the Mass on our website 
(nativitymary.org) and on our Facebook site.  You can also continue to watch Mass on television.  Our bulletin has a schedule for 
Mass times.  Those who have had COVID-19, or its symptoms, or have had contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 in the 
last 14 days should not enter the church. 
 

-The Bishop has continued to put into effect the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.  
 

-The Diocese, adhering to the regulations of the state and local authorities, has limited Mass attendance to 50% of total  
occupancy of a church.  With proper distancing, the number for Nativity of Mary is 100.  Social distancing will be practiced, as 
people will sit in every other pew to ensure the distance of 6’ apart.  Those who reside in the same household are an exception to 
this. 
 

-We will resume our former Mass schedule; meaning 4:30 PM on Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 AM on Sunday.  Parishioners will 
be entering through one entrance – the door on Wisconsin Street.  This is the entrance with the elevator.  We will unlock the 
door 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass.   
 

-Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Ushers will help you to be seated.   
 

-If people come after we reach the maximum number for attendance, those individuals will be encouraged to come to another 
weekend Mass, to come to a weekday Mass, or to watch the Mass on livestream at home.  
 

-The usage of masks is heavily encouraged and recommended.  Ushers will be wearing masks.  The priest will not be wearing a 
mask while in the sanctuary, but Father will put a mask on for the distribution of Holy Communion. 
 

-There will be hand sanitizer at places in the church for people’s convenience. 
 

-There will be three stationary baskets in the church.  No passing of the collection basket will take place. 
 

-For the health and well-being of parishioners, the missalettes and Mass cards have been removed from the pews.  We will  
continue to have someone proclaim the readings.  The Scripture citations for the Mass are printed in our bulletin, so that people 
can read them ahead of time. 
 

-There will be no congregational singing.  We will speak the Mass parts.  There will be a musician and cantor who will sing some 
songs so that the assembly can listen. 
 

-The presentation of the gifts of bread and wine will not take place. 
 

-The sign of peace will continue to be omitted. 
 

-It has been some time since many of you have received the Eucharist.  Please remember the one hour fast before reception of 
communion and the importance of receiving only after confessing all grave sins. 
 

-At this time, the priest alone will distribute the Eucharist.  Father will sanitize his hands and mask up for the distribution of the 
Eucharist.  Communion will continue to be in the form of bread only. 
 

-There will be a different pattern for receiving Communion, which will be explained by Father.  Ushers will aid in the control of 
directing ‘traffic.’ 
 

-For those wishing to receive Communion, please do not wear gloves. 
 

-At the conclusion of Mass, the ushers will dismiss worshippers by pew, starting from the rear of the church, to ensure that  
people maintain social distancing requirements. 
 

As everyone can see, there will be many changes.  The purpose of these guidelines is to balance the need for public worship and 
the necessity to ensure the health of individuals during this time of pandemic.  All of this is a work in progress.  Again, I  
emphasize the Bishop’s desire for prudence.  He has extended the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.   
People should not feel obligated or awkward about not attending Mass during this time.  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide us 
and our church with wisdom in this time of uncertainty. 
 
 

Peace to you. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, June 29 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, June 30 
  No Mass 
Wednesday, July 1 
  No Mass 
Thursday, July 2 
   No Mass 
Friday, July 3 
    8:15 AM  Gene Wagner 
Saturday, July 4 
   4:30 PM  Catherine Negus 
Sunday, July 5 
      8:30 AM  Pat & Jane Cassidy 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 

With the opening up of restricted public celebration of the 
Mass; there are certain requirements of Diocese that must 
be met.  One of those requirements is to sanitize the church 
following each Mass. Volunteers are needed to assist  
Father with the cleaning of the church after each Mass.  It  
is anticipated that it will take approximately 30 minutes 
(assuming enough volunteers).  
 

If you would like to volunteer, please visit the following 
link to register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers               

Please contact Sharlet Collins with any questions:  
psec@nativitymary.org  

“Flocknote” - We’re in the process of introducing a 
new method of communication.  In cooperation with the 
Diocese of Madison and other local Catholic parishes, 
we’ll be implementing “Flocknote” to email parishioners 
and ministry members with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

Catholic churches in our area joined together 
in a Corpus Christi Procession, beginning at 
Nativity of Mary, and ending at St. Patrick in 
Janesville.  It was a beautiful day! 

Corpus Christi  

Celebration 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers

