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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

Money Counts for 2019-2020 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 52    

06-28-2020 $4,784.00 8,508.18 -3,724.18 

YTD $601,090.52 605,000.00 -3,909.48 

Money Matters 

Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 1    

07-05-2020 15,946.83 17,060.91 -1,114.08 

YTD $15,946.83 17,060.91 -1,114.08 

Hi.  I want to thank everyone for their generosity and 
well-wishes for me this past weekend at the Sunday 
afternoon gathering.  It was a hot day, yet many came 
to say goodbye.  Thank you for your kind words to me.  
Also, a tip of the hat must go to Laura Schuler and the 
members of the choir for sharing their voices and  
talent.  I have been blessed, and indeed the parish, 
with such musical gifts.  Thank you also to those who 
could not come, yet mailed me cards and phoned me 
with words of support.  I really do appreciate it. Know 
that you will continue to be in my prayers, especially 
as we as a Diocese journey together to make Christ 
known to our parish and our larger community.   
 
Finally, welcome, Msgr. Ganshert, to the parish! 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
-Fr. Rob 

From the desk of Father Rob ……. 

“Greetings to the Nativity of Mary Parish Family. 
What a privilege it is for me to return in service to 
the many members of this historic and hallowed 
place. My brother in Stoughton and sister in Monona 
are all excited to come back to visit like when in 
1979 to 1982 they were happy I was so fortunate to 
be here. 
 
Thank you to Fr. Butz and the parish staff for their  
gracious help in these days of transition. I am very  
grateful for all of their kind assistance. 
 
Please let me know how I can be of assistance to you 
as we get to know one another on this great  
adventure and journey of faith in Our Lord and  
Savior, Jesus Christ. I will be blessed to see Him, to 
know Him and to love Him in all of you. Please pray 
for me as I pray for all of you that we may always be 
Christ for one another and for all of our sisters and 
brothers in our community here and beyond.” 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Msgr. Dan 

Welcome!  
Monsignor Daniel Ganshert 

“I want to be completely transformed into Your mercy,  
and to be Your loving reflection, O Lord.   
May the greatest of all divine attributes,  
that of  your unfathomable mercy,  
pass through my heart and soul to my neighbor.”       
 
-Saint Faustina 
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Readings for Sunday, July 12, 2020 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 55:10-11 / Rom 8:18-23 / Mt 13:1-23 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Mt 13:24-43 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit,  a  
hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to 
hear.” (Mt 13:8-9) 
 
 

********************************************************* 
Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best 
plants. An older Italian gentleman straight from Italy gave 
me these amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced 
the best tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, the fruit he 
shared with me was a testament to that fact. These tomatoes 
were amazing! I couldn’t wait until the next growing season 
to plant these seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. The 
whole experiment ended up a failure. I did everything the 
gentleman said, but my fruit didn’t even come close. What 
happened? At first I was perplexed, then some years later 
the light dawned. The problem wasn’t the seeds, it was the 
soil! 
 
You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard 
way and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work that 
way. Planting the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing the soil 
is the challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building up 
the nutrients are all required for good fruit. Then after the 
seeds are planted, more care is required in order to maintain 
that healthy, nutrient rich environment for those seeds to 
sprout, grow, and flourish. God happily sows the seeds of his 
Word. What do we do with them? 
 
If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit 
magically grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of 
God’s Word requires preparation and work. We have to  
cultivate the soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a 
proper home. This one thing alone takes a great deal of  
patience, time, and effort. What kind of preparation have we 
put into our lives so that we can be a recipient of God’s seed? 
It takes a great deal of soul-searching and ego-checking to 
properly prepare. God is the ever faithful and persistent 
sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit the first time, God will 
come back time and time again, giving it another try. 
 
If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the 
seed is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our 
maintenance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need not 
only a source for water but a watering schedule. We need to 
weed, aerate the soil, nurture the young plants, protect 
them, and provide proper nutrients. What does our spiritual 
maintenance plan look like? If we have done all things well, 
imagine what the seeds of God’s Word could produce in us! 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital,  
nursing homes, or to those who are  

homebound except for people who are end 
of life or are very seriously ill.    

If you, a family member, or someone  
you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 



What’s Happening 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook—Tuesday at 12:10 
pm, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at 8:15 am and 
Sunday at 8:30 am.  Watch recorded videos of the Mass 
at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 4 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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What’s Happening 

 

Love Thy Neighbor 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
As we process the multiple effects of Covid-19 on our community, it is important to recognize that the economic hardship   

created by this pandemic is, for some of our neighbors, almost entirely without relief. Many who have lost their jobs due to the 

pandemic are receiving support through extended unemployment insurance, paid sick leave and one-time direct payments.  

One group among us, however, will not be helped by these efforts: undocumented immigrants. 

 
Although they have lived in our community for years, are taxpayers and may even own their own businesses, undocumented 

immigrants are not eligible to receive federal and state benefits. Even if they or their children are eligible for some benefits, 

they may be afraid to apply because of recent “public charge” decisions that threaten even legal permanent residents with  

potential deportation. 

 
Because of these and other factors, our immigrant brothers and sisters are finding it doubly difficult to keep themselves  and  

their families healthy, safe, and secure during this long period of shutdown. As people of faith, we believe it is our responsibility  

to ensure that our neighbors have their basic needs met. The Janesville Immigrant Task Force* is working with local established 

agencies to support those who have nowhere else to go. We would like to call your attention to two ways to help the immigrant 

families in our local community: 

 

Food and Gas Cards: Faith Lutheran Church has an up-and-running relationship with the YWCA to provide gift cards for food  

and gas. We are hoping to expand their congregation’s existing efforts to provide these cards to more families. Money can be  

donated through Faith Lutheran Church earmarked for Immigrant Family Aid. The church will continue to buy the gift cards and 

give them to the Immigrant Family Liaison at the YWCA for distribution. Your donation will be recorded and will be tax  

deductible. For further information, contact Pastor Felix Malpica (608) 755-0261. 

Contribute to our online fund at: http://bit.ly/FCLgive  Choose: Immigrant Family Aid, or mail a check to  

Faith Lutheran 2116 Mineral Point Avenue, Janesville, WI  53548 & note that it’s for Immigrant Family Aid. 
 

Rent Assistance:  ECHO is a social service agency with a mission to meet basic human needs such as food and housing. ECHO 

receives grants and donations to assist any Rock County residents with housing payments.  Residents in need must demonstrate 

how they got behind and the need for assistance.  This program can pay up to one to three months of housing assistance.  ECHO 

does not discriminate if someone is undocumented. 

ECHO accepts restricted donations for immigrant residents in need of housing assistance. We are encouraging donations to this 

specific fund to keep it viable.  Contributions should be made to ECHO and marked for the Immigrant Family Aid.  For further     

information, contact ECHO Client Advocate, Rejeana De Viana at (608) 754-5333.                                                                                         

Donations can be mailed to ECHO 65 S. High Street Janesville, WI  53548.  Please note that it’s for Immigrant 

Housing Assistance.                                                                                                                 

Please do not hesitate to call any one of us if you have any questions. Thank you so much for your consideration. 

Peace, 
 
Christine Moore, 608-290-7127, Kathy Holcombe, 608-752-8117, Rene  Bue, 608-201-8727, Jessica Locher, 608-754-5333,  
Nancy Stabb, Carolyn Brandeen, Santo Carfora, and Rev. Felix Malpica 
 

*The Janesville Immigrant Task Force organized early in 2020 just before the onset of the pandemic. We are a group of  
concerned citizens from a variety of faith-based communities and walks of life. We seek understanding of our immigrant neighbors 
and ways to support them. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, July 13 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, July 14 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas 
Wednesday, July 15 
  8:15 AM  Gordon Wolf Families 
Thursday, July 16 
   8:15 AM  Phil Reuter 
Friday, July 17 
    8:15 AM  Florence Reuter 
Saturday, July 18 
   4:30 PM  Tom Berner 
Sunday, July 19 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Dorothy Fellows 
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Wedding Anniversary 

 Recognition 

 

Due to COVID-19, the annual Diocesan Anniversary 

Mass and Reception cannot be held.  We still want to 

honor couples celebrating 25, 40, 50 or more years of 
marriage in 2020.  In order to receive a certificate and a 

letter from Bishop Hying recognizing your milestone 

anniversary, please contact your parish office, or register  

online at madisondiocese.org/anniversary-celebration.  

 

 
 

   Congratulations to our  

          faithful couples! 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
 

With the opening up of restricted public celebration of the 
Mass; there are certain requirements of Diocese that must 
be met.  One of those requirements is to sanitize the church 
following each Mass. Volunteers are needed to assist  
Father with the cleaning of the church after each Mass.  It  
is anticipated that it will take approximately 30 minutes 
(assuming enough volunteers).  
 

If you would like to volunteer, please visit the following 
link to register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers               

Please contact Sharlet Collins with any questions:  
psec@nativitymary.org  

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 
The Bishop has continued the dispensation from the  
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 
If you would like to attend Mass, please note the following 
guidelines from the Diocese of Madison: 
 
Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a 
health condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 
Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum  
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 
Wearing a mask is heavily encouraged and recommended. 
 
As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 
Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Prayer for Refreshing Your Spirit! 
 

Lord, refresh and gladden my spirit.  
 

Please purify my heart. I lay all my affairs in  
Your hand.  
 

You alone are my guide and refuge in all things.  
 

I will no longer be sorrowful and grieved.  
 

Instead, I will be a happy and joyful being.  
 

I will no longer be full of anxiety, nor will I let  
trouble harass me when I am faced with trials.  
 

I will not dwell on the unpleasant things of life.  
 

I ask that You refresh my spirit, and fill me with  
Your unfailing love in all things.  
 

Amen. 
 
holylandprayer.com 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.holylandprayer.com/prayer_for/prayers-for-anxiety/

