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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Emert was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 2    

07-12-2020 $4,272.60 8,151.33 -3,878.73 

YTD $20,219.43 25,212.24 -4,992.81 

Money Matters 

What a pleasure it is to be reacquainted with, and  meeting 
for the first time, so many of you members of St. Mary’s 
Parish family. I have very much enjoyed these first days of 
returning here. 
 
Becoming familiar, again, with the beautiful buildings and 
grounds on this awesome parish campus is encouraging 
and exciting for me. Thank you all, and the many  
benefactors, for the generous commitment and sacrifice 
over many years that has maintained and enhanced the 
literally towering presence of St. Mary’s in this   
community.  
 
School days are coming. Our excellent school principal and 
teachers will help us adjust to the necessary changes  
facing all schools in this time of COVID-19. Let us all  
continue to pray for the help of our patroness, the Blessed 
Mother Mary, to always intercede in behalf of our  
pressing needs. I am confident that we will meet any and 
all challenges with Her protection. Personally, I am  
absolutely looking forward to our new school year and 
faith formation for everyone here, both young and old. 
 
Please let me know what I can do for you. My email is  
Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org and you can reach me at 
the parish phone number 608-752-7861 and on  
Flocknotes. God bless you all. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

St. Mary’s Parish asks that you please try to  
continue giving your normal tithing contributions, 
so that the day to day operations of the church and 
school can continue uninterrupted.  St. Mary  
Parish offers a variety of ways for you to make  
donations to the church during this uncertain 
time:   
 

Weekly envelopes:  If you are not attending Mass 
right now, you can mail in your weekly envelope 
(inside a regular envelope addressed to Nativity of 
Mary, 313 E. Wall St., Janesville WI 53545).  Or mail us 
a check with your envelope number written on it.  All 
donations will be credited to your account for tax  
purposes. 
 

You can make donations with your credit card. 
Visit our website at www.nativitymary.org and click 
on the orange donate icon halfway down the page. 
This redirects you to our offertory giving site where 
you can make a one time or recurring donation. 
 

You can also sign up for automatic withdrawal 
from your checking or savings account.  An  
automatic withdrawal from your account can be done 
regularly at the beginning of the month, the middle of 
the month or donate semi-monthly and have the  
payment drawn twice a month.  Automatic withdrawal 
transactions can be arranged by filling out a form and 
sending it to the church office or calling Arwen 
Twitchett at 752-7861 extension 11. 
 

Whatever way you choose to 
support your parish  
financially, we thank you. 

2020 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 
Status as of July 11, 2020 
Our parish goal for this year is $55,107.00 
 
We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $29,098.00  
 
We have already paid in $25,116.34 
 
This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$30,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2020. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
153, at this time. 
 
Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this im-
portant financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

mailto:Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org
http://www.nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Mt 13:24-43 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, July 26, 2020 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12 / Rom 8:28-30 / Mt 13:44-52 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“‘Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I 
will say to the harvesters,  “First collect the weeds and tie 
them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’” (Mt 13:30b) 
 
 

********************************************************* 
Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist    
together. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of 
reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and 
words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up     
because of their sin. We are also all too quick to pass        
judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and 
walking down a wrong path. God does not make rash       
judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day as 
is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of the 
shots. 
 
Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the 
weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As long as 
we can cultivate even a little faith and a small measure of 
desire for God, He can produce abundant blessings and good 
things. Even when the weeds seem to have triumphed, there 
still may be a small measure of faith remaining that can be 
cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a person 
totally allows the weeds to reign, there is always to be found 
at least a small measure of faith, good, light, and love. With 
even this small portion, God can produce abundant growth.  
 
Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow 
very quickly. Any gardener knows this to be true.            
Sometimes, the weeds even seem more attractive and         
vibrant. Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing 
battle, and they can look healthier and grow faster than the 
very plants we are trying to protect. It’s easy to give into 
them and let them win. While God will deal with all things in 
due time, we are responsible for keeping things in check in 
the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed on God’s 
presence and mercy. We are asked to avoid judgment. And, it 
is not our responsibility to deal with the weeds in someone 
else’s garden, only our own. One garden is enough                
responsibility for anyone. 
 
Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can 
appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke us off 
from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance and 
cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of faith 
can grow into something wonderful. In God’s time, the      
eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 
worry about the weeds.  

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Avalon Widner, Lucille Willegal 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital,  

nursing homes, or to those who are  
homebound except for people who are end 

of life or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 
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Happy summer! 
 
I hope that everyone had a great Fourth of July weekend and are enjoying summer in the era of COVID 19! 
 
As you know, school leaders are confronting difficult, high-stakes decisions as they plan for how we will reopen schools this 
Fall as the global pandemic rages on. Safety for students and staff members is the chief priority. But with no vaccine or effective 
treatment yet against COVID-19, no one can be fully shielded from the risk.  That leaves us to balance three critical—often  
competing—responsibilities: the health and safety of people, the role their schools play in the broader community, and the  
effective teaching of our students. 
 
Many of the options for reopening schools will upend some of the most effective aspects of teaching and learning. The close,  
in-person collaboration of students with classroom projects, for example, will have to cease for now. And classes like art, music, 
and physical education—a critical part of keeping students engaged in school—may potentially look very different. 
 
There are no playbooks for how to do this. Following public health protocols, managing the anxieties of teachers, students, and 
parents will require patience, compassion, and careful and ongoing communication.  The purpose of this update is to keep you 
informed about some of the current collective thinking about reopening our school with the proviso that nothing is set in stone.  
Here are some of the big ideas and thoughts under consideration about reopening: 
 
1.  The school calendar indicates that Tuesday, September 1, 2020, is the first day for classes at St. Mary School for the 2020-21 
school year. Bishop Hying and the Diocese of Madison Office of School are supporting welcoming students and teachers back to 
their regular classrooms this Fall for in-person instruction five days a week as scheduled.  

 
2.  School principals have been meeting weekly since March and through the summer to develop plans and protocols to reopen 
schools in the Fall.  The procedures and protocols that will be enacted will be based on the guidelines that have been released 
by the CDC, the state of Wisconsin, as well as the advice of local health officials and adapted to St. Mary’s School.   
 
3.  The public schools are exploring a variety of alternatives such as shortened weeks, every other day classes, and the blending 
of in-person, physically distanced learning with virtual learning.  The School District of Janesville will present it’s reopening at 
the July 14, 2020, regular board meeting. Based on the current CDC guidance and related policy recommendations it is my  
prediction that St. Mary’s School should be able to avoid that combination approach and start this school year meeting every day 
with in-person instruction.  This prediction is based on several factors that include the square footage of our classrooms, current 
teacher-pupil ratio and the quality of staff to adapt and be flexible to the evolving situation.  

 
4.  I have applied for a state grant that will provide cloth face masks and thermometers that will be part of the school culture 
this upcoming year.  
 
5.  Other considerations include mask-wearing by both children and adults, class sizes of no more than 15 students,                 

rearranging desks to allow for social distancing, scheduling routine hand washing throughout the school, providing hand       

sanitizer throughout the school, request that students bring their own meals to school when feasible, and rigorous cleaning/

sanitizing efforts. 

6.  Special-area teachers (art, music, physical education, and Spanish) may be coming to individual classrooms to teach their 
lessons, and the lunch period could look different to ensure proper social distancing.  

 
7.  I am planning a volunteer staff meeting late next week to review planning updates and address any questions/concerns they 
may have.    

 

How do we go back to school? 
Volume 1, July 10, 2020 by Dr, Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

 

What’s Happening 



Congratulations and Best Wishes  
to those High School Graduates among our Parish Family.   

May God Bless You! 
Thomas Barrette, Tyler Boyle, Grace Finn, Hannah Finn, Gabriel Gunn, Mitchell Heinzen,  

Chase Kennedy, Ian Moran, Shioban Moran, Eric Nguyen, Andrew Reilly, Devon Steed,  
Sawyer Sullivan, Ivy White, Kaley White, Aurora Zamora 

What’s Happening 

8.  We will be looking at more of the details associated with our preliminary reopening plan at the upcoming School Board   
Meeting, Thursday, July 23, 2020, at 6 p.m.  I will send a ZOOM meeting invite to all parents to allow you an opportunity to 
share comments, questions, and reactions to the preliminary reopening plan.  I am also hoping to welcome our new pastor, 
Monsignor Daniel Ganshert, to the meeting and allow him to introduce himself to everyone and for a chance to share his 
thoughts about reopening St. Mary’s School.   

 
Please stay tuned for future installments of this ongoing newsletter.       

Congratulations to our 8th Grade Graduates of St. Mary School.  God Bless You! 
 

Pictured below:  Jackson Darrin Bertagnoli, Kyle Joseph Chrostowski, Makenna Ann Corning-Crofoot,  
Chase William Cunningham, Thomas Robert Fechter, Nina May Johnson, Addison Claire Kessler, Dottie Persephone McDougall, 
Paige Abigail Pryne, Bridget Aideen Reilly, Leanna Mary Salinas, Tavyne Anthony Schnuck, Ava May Spies, Cole Ryan Spies, 
Jaxon Tyler White. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, July 20 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, July 21 
  12:10 PM  Tom Berner 
Wednesday, July 22 
  8:15 AM  Thomas M. Ryan 
Thursday, July 23 
   8:15 AM  Mary Virginia Maloney 
Friday, July 24 
    8:15 AM  Warner Family  
Saturday, July 25 
   4:30 PM  Robert Sullivan 
Sunday, July 26 
      8:30 AM  Cole Ansier 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 

With the opening up of restricted public celebration of the 
Mass; there are certain requirements of Diocese that must 
be met.  One of those requirements is to sanitize the church 
following each Mass. Volunteers are needed to assist  
Father with the cleaning of the church after each Mass.  It  
is anticipated that it will take approximately 30 minutes 
(assuming enough volunteers).  
 

If you would like to volunteer, please visit the following 
link to register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers               

Please contact Sharlet Collins with any questions:  
psec@nativitymary.org  

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 
The Bishop has continued the dispensation from the  
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 
If you would like to attend Mass, please note the following 
guidelines from the Diocese of Madison: 
 
Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a 
health condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 
Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum  
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 
Wearing a mask is heavily encouraged and recommended. 
 
As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 
Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook—Tuesday at 12:10 
pm, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at 8:15 am and 
Sunday at 8:30 am.  Watch recorded videos of the  
Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

 
Our Sister Parish: 

St. Francis Solanus Mission & School 
Stone Lake, Wisconsin 

 
Please take a moment to get to know our Sister Parish by 
visiting their website, where you can watch a video: 
www.http://stfrancismission.org/ 

 

Traditionally, we take up a collection, and folks traveling 
northward deliver the donations to them around the end of 
summer.   
 

Current Needs: 
 A variety of Dot-to-Dot Books for the primary grades 
 Guitars –Looking for about six, in good shape for music 

classes 
 Disinfecting wipes and hand soap 
 They have enough masks and also plenty of backpacks for 

the school year, as a couple has generously donated those 
already 

 Money to purchase ink for printers (they can obtain 
these locally at a discount) 

 Big item on their wish list: Tractor/Backhoe/Scoop for 
digging graves in their cemetery.  The ground is very 
sandy and hard; brick-like. 

 

If you’d like to donate, or have questions, please contact Dan 
& Judy Ansier at jdansier@icloud.com or 608-752-6575.  
Monetary donations can be mailed to our parish office at 
313 E Wall Street, Janesville 53545, and we’ll forward those 
to them. 
 

Please take a moment to get to know our Sister Parish by 
visiting their website, where you can watch a video: 
www.http://stfrancismission.org/ 
 

God Bless your generosity! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

