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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
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News & Notes 

Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 5    

08-02-2020 $13,247.35 14,059.26 -1,261.91 

YTD $48,778.25 53,925.38 -5,147.13 

Money Matters 

Welcome Jan Bier 
 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Kathy Hookham on 
her retirement after her many years of serving St. Mary’s 
parishioners as our Director of Religious Education. Thank 
you and God bless you, Kathy. 
 

I am happy to welcome our long time parishioner, Jan Bier, 
who, once again, is stepping in to direct our Religious  
Education program for this coming year. Jan is well known 
to everyone and has directed our education program in the 
past. Thank you, Jan, for all you do and have done for  
St. Mary’s over the years.  
 

Jan and I will be happy to respond to others in our parish 
who may be interested in obtaining more information on the 
role of being our parish director of religious education in the  
future. Again, welcome, Jan. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Summer is gradually disappearing in the rear view mirror. 
We begin to anticipate a change in the many and varied 
schedules having to do with work and school and, this year, 
life in general. So much of life has been interrupted,          
beginning in earnest this past March, to forever make us 
wonder what will ever be the meaning of normal, again. 
 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the  
the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1  
Our Catholic faith through the sacrament of our baptism 
invites us to take on the identity of Christ. Through our   
confirmation to take on His mission, and through the       
Eucharist, to take on His destiny. 
 

Our identity, mission and destiny have always been about 
Jesus Christ throughout salvation history. A history that has 
seen pandemics, injustice, holocausts, and the total lack of 
respect for the sanctity of human life from conception to 
natural death and so much more. 
 

Jesus Christ invites us always to have faith in Him who has 
overcome the world and its evil. A world  which seems so 
powerful in creating destruction and fear up to this present 
time. Our faith is the assurance of all that Jesus teaches us 
about His Kingdom which will be completely fulfilled in 
Heaven. A Kingdom, however, which is truly, here and now, 
among us and within us when we trust in Him, and act like 
Him and call upon His help in our lives and those of our 
brothers and sisters. 
 

Let us ask our Blessed Mother, Mary, to intercede with Jesus 
for our needs and the needs of the people of the world  
today, and to strengthen our faith in all that He has  
promised those who love Him. 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Several weeks have gone by since I had the good fortune 
to arrive at St. Mary’s and become a member of the  
parish family, once again. As many of you know I served 
here as an associate priest from 1979 to 1982 when Fr. 
Tom Doheny was pastor. These first three weeks have 
been exciting and fun as I have been meeting so many 
old and new friends, getting to know our outstanding 
parish staff, teachers, catechists, council members,  
volunteers along with the many families and individuals 
who bring such vigor and vibrancy to our parish home. 
Thank you all for your warm welcome and outreach to 
me with your prayers, hospitality and support as I      
attempt to embrace the privilege of serving as your  
pastor. 
 

Please let me know what I can do for you or how I can 
help you as we pray, work and celebrate together. You 
are welcome to use Flocknotes, as I am, to stay in touch. 
Along with the parish phone number, feel free to contact 
me by my email at daniel.ganshert@straphael.org or 
stop me after Mass or on the street to simply chat. I look 
forward to getting to know everyone. 
 

Thank you for your generous financial support of our 
parish during these unusual times of isolation due to 
COVID-19 and for coping, as best we can, with not      
regularly seeing one another at church. 
 

Even so, you are continuing to contribute by your weekly 
church support and to special collections.  As an          
example, we are already almost half way to this year’s 
goal for the diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal. Our parish 
goal for 2020 is $56,000.00 and 156 parishioners have 
contributed over $26,000.00 as of this week. Thank you 
for this. The restrictions on Mass attendance limit       
reminders, so I offer you my encouragement to consider 
making a generous contribution to the ACA if you have 
not done so already. You are welcome to bring or send 
your contribution for this appeal to St. Mary’s Parish 
earmarked Annual Catholic Appeal. 
 

Wishing you a blessed month of August. Stay well and 
safe. Mary, Our Mother, pray for us, and let us pray for 
one another. 
 
 Msgr. Dan 

mailto:daniel.ganshert@straphael.org
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Readings for Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a / Rom 9:1-5 / Mt 14:22-33 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, August 16, 2020 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 56:1, 6-7 / Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 / Mt 15:21-28 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Matthew 14:22-33 
Jesus walks on water, and the disciples acknowledge him as 
the Son of God. 
********************************************************* 
Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred. Silence 
speaks the language of the soul and is the foundation of all 
life and eternity itself. Silence takes us beyond the limits of 
our minds and allows us to seek and to love the essence of 
all love, perfect love, and being. In silence, we can be          
non-verbally present to things and to God in ways that 
words cannot accomplish. We can discover, encounter, and 
be present to truths that our minds struggle to conceive and 
then set aside the boxes we put around things when        
comprehending them is challenging. We can know the       
unknowable and touch eternity when we encounter the core 
silence in our souls. 
 

We can do this even on a noisy street and in the midst of the 
greatest distraction. Once we have made friends with         
silence, the rambling noise of the world no longer seems to 
matter, and we can carry a deep forgiving peace within us, 
even when physical silence cannot be found. We know that 
we are loved, cared for, sustained, nourished, embraced, and 
carried. There is nothing to fear in silence, and I can be      
present to myself in the same way that God is present to me. 
I can see myself as God sees me. All of my faults, weaknesses, 
imperfections, failings, and sinfulness melt away in the  
abundance of God’s mercy. All of the worldly things we see 
as being important no longer are.  
 

It is in silence that all of the barriers that divide us             
disappear. There is no more “yours” and “mine” but only the 
oneness of “ours.” There is no longer a need to “figure things 
out,” and we tap into our desire to simply let things be.      
Silence is creative and powerful and gives us hope. Silence is 
God’s greatest blessing. God became one with humanity in 
silence. It allows us to be one with all of creation, with the 
moon and the stars and all of the creatures God has made. 
The smallest particle of creation radiates with beauty.       
Silence allows us to soar beyond ourselves and connect in 
ways that the mind can only imagine. When all is quiet, we 
begin to see that it is only our fear that keeps us from the 
Lord. It is our fear that causes us to sink and to fail. We can 
hear the gentle whisper that tells us to reach for God’s hand. 
We discover that we yearn for the salvation and wholeness 
that only God can give to us. Be still my soul and be at peace. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Doug Soat, Andrew Stuehler, Tammy,  

Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis,  

Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital,  

nursing homes, or to those who are  
homebound except for people who are end 

of life or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 
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For those worshipping with us from home: 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Sunday at 8:30 am.   
Watch a recording of this Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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What’s Happening 

A Whispered Invitation 
 

1 Kings 19:9A, 11-13A / Romans 9:1-5 / Matthew 14:22-33 

This week in our home, I told my husband we need to work on using 
softer voices, so our four kids have to be quieter in order to hear us.      
It was an effort to gently work with them on their magnanimous yet    
boisterous voices, in order to bring a little more peace and calm to the 
house. Having four children is literally the most fun I’ve had in my life, 
but it comes with plenty of crosses, like trying to teach a toddler what 
the word whisper means. The problem is working with young minds 
that don’t grasp the need for silence quite yet. It’s something we have  
to curate and create in the space of our home so they can grow to           
understand its value. 

As I’ve been reflecting on the state of our nation in the past weeks, I 
often sense that as adults we’ve sometimes been reverting to these 
same behaviors as we work out the stress of the state of the world we 
now live in. The loudest voices draw the most attention, even if they 
lack true charity or wisdom. 

I find the readings this weekend so providential for this reason. The message for us is clear: God does not operate in chaos. 
His movement and healing can only take place in the context of a heart of faith and a willingness to find him in the whispers 
and the small hidden stuff. 

Elijah is our first example of this disposition of heart. As he’s sheltering in a cave, God literally speaks to him to let him know 
that He will be visiting him so Elijah can be on the lookout. The magnificent signs that most people would feel certain are 
from God are simply minor distractions. Elijah knows the Lord. He isn’t seduced by earthquakes and fire, yet when he hears a 
whisper, he knows it is God. Knowing someone enough to recognize their voice in a whisper is the level of intimacy Christ 
calls us to today. 

That intimacy is lived out in the example of Peter in the Gospel this weekend. Much like Elijah, the apostles are given two 
contrasting moments on which to fix their attention — the wind and waves or the peaceful presence of Christ. When Jesus 
comes to them, Peter sees the hidden presence of God, like Elijah in the whisper. Peter makes his first act of faith when he 
says “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you.” The Catechism reminds us of this when it teaches that “man is in search 
of God” but it is “God [who] calls man first” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2566-2567). It is only after responding to the 
first call of Christ hidden in his simple presence that Peter is able to respond to the even greater grace of walking on water 
towards him. 

Something that I’ve often reflected on is the fact that even though he may be filled with fear, Peter is the only apostle to     
actually get out of the boat. That takes massive faith. When he starts to sink, Jesus’ response that he has little faith reminds 
me of the parable of the mustard seed. Having a little faith is often a big thing. That small act of faith, though imperfect,     
prepared Peter for his future calling as the head of the Church on earth. Again, by responding to Christ in the small moments, 
Peter is prepared for a greater destiny. 

In many ways God is calling to us today, like Peter, to respond to His presence. The winds and waves come to us in the form 
of politics, riots, and disease. Yet they remain the big and loud things seeking to get our attention. Underneath it all God is 
speaking in a whisper, still inviting each one of us to recognize Him amidst the trials and have just a tiny bit of faith to come 
to Him. The challenge for us today is to quiet our hearts enough to hear this and respond. For me, this looks like deleting  
social media apps and immersing myself in Scripture. For others, it may mean turning off the news for a set time each day 
and opening the Catechism. The important thing is that we recognize that God has already revealed to us in Scripture how he 
comes to us: through silence, in poverty, and in unexpected ways that are not the ways of the world. Let’s take back the parts 
of our hearts we’ve given away in our worry and anger and turn back to God. He has already invited us and is saying again 
this weekend, “come.”      
 
-Angie Windnagle, LPI 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p4s1c1.htm


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, August 10 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, August 11 
  12:10 PM  Louis M. and Mary Berner 
Wednesday, August 12 
  8:15 AM  James Husen 
Thursday, August 13 
   8:15 AM  Madeline Lepinski 
Friday, August 14 
    8:15 AM  Mary Bickle 
Saturday, August 15  
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
   8:15 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
   4:30 PM  Dick McNally 
Sunday, August 16 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Dorothy Helgestad 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 

With the opening up of restricted public celebration of the 
Mass; there are certain requirements of Diocese that must 
be met.  One of those requirements is to sanitize the church 
following each Mass. Volunteers are needed to assist  
Father with the cleaning of the church after each Mass.  It  
is anticipated that it will take approximately 30 minutes 
(assuming enough volunteers).  
 

If you would like to volunteer, please visit the following 
link to register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers               

Please contact Sharlet Collins with any questions:  
psec@nativitymary.org  

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

The Bishop has continued the dispensation from the  
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 

If you would like to attend Mass, please note the following 
guidelines from the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering is required by the State of  
Wisconsin, for public health safety.   
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

“Let us rejoice, O my Beloved, Let us go forth to see           
ourselves in Your beauty, To the mountain and the 
hill, Where the pure water flows: Let us enter into 
the heart of the thicket.—St. John of the Cross 

 

Our Sister Parish: 
St. Francis Solanus Mission & School 

Stone Lake, Wisconsin 
 

Traditionally, we take up a collection, and folks traveling 
northward deliver the donations to them around the end of 
summer.   
 

Current Needs: 
 Illustrated Bibles for grades 2-4 
 A variety of Dot-to-Dot Books for the primary grades 
 Guitars –Looking for about six, in good shape for music 

classes 
 Disinfecting wipes and hand soap 
 They have enough masks and also plenty of backpacks for 

the school year, as a couple has generously donated those 
already 

 Money is needed to purchase ink for printers and fax 
machine (they can obtain these locally at a discount) 

 Big item on their wish list: Tractor/Backhoe/Scoop for 
digging graves in their cemetery.  The ground is very 
sandy and hard; brick-like. 

 

If you’d like to donate items, or have questions, please     
contact Dan & Judy Ansier at jdansier@icloud.com or        
608-752-6575.  Monetary donations can be mailed to our 
parish office at 313 E Wall Street, Janesville 53545, and we’ll 
forward those to them. 
 

Please take a moment to get to know our Sister Parish by 
visiting their website, where you can watch a video: 
www.http://stfrancismission.org/ 
 

God Bless your generosity! 

Traveling  

chalice 

Needless to say, I have many asking if we will be doing the 
Traveling Chalice again.  Absolutely we will!!  There's  
nothing better than prayer  And...whether for the  
priesthood, religious life or marriage and single life ….. 
praying for Vocations is definitely a top priority!   
Unfortunately, like everything else, our Traveling Chalice 
program has been put on hold due to the pandemic.  The 
fact that people are asking, is a testament to the support 
and devotion our parishioners have always given to the 
Traveling Chalice program and prayer.  We will, however, 
need to put off hosting of the Chalice a bit longer, as at the 
moment, the Diocese still does not want items being 
passed around.  However... not having the Chalice doesn’t 
mean we can’t pray!!  Please...continue your prayerful 
ways!  Pray for vocations, pray for an end to the pandemic, 
pray for our country, and pray that each and every one of 
us remains healthy and faithful.  As always...thank you for 
being the wonderful, devoted parishioners you are!!   

 

 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday, August 15  - Mass 8:15 AM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers

