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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 6    

08-09-2020 $7,454.10 7,666.05 -211.95 

YTD $56,232.35 61,591.43 -5,359.08 

Money Matters 

SCRIP can be purchased at the school  

throughout the remainder of the summer from 
9:00-10:30 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

New students have been applying to attend St. Mary’s 
School these past few weeks. Much preparation has been 
underway for several months as our school principal, Dr. 
Ehrhardt, has been meeting with our teachers, consulting 
with our medical experts, our school board, the Diocese of 
Madison, and the Rock County Departments of Education 
and Health. He also conducted a survey of our current 
school parents to invite their input on person to person and 
virtual learning possibilities for their children as the first 
day of school approaches next month on September 1st. 
 
Safety for our students, teachers and staff is paramount at 
St. Mary’s. Detailed plans for the protection of everyone  
involved are being updated regularly and will be finalized 
with specific requirements and best known practices to 
guard against COVID-19 at our school. 
 
There are still questions and concerns as we contemplate a 
plan of action in the face of unknown risks in these days of a 
pandemic. With faith in God, and reliance on the  
intercession of Our Blessed Mother, let us continue to pray 
that our sincere efforts to begin school are not without an  
abundance of caution. 
 
Catholic elementary schools, like ours, offer an education 
that combines Catholic faith and teachings with academic 
excellence. We are always striving to provide a safe and 
welcoming environment for all. We partner with parents in 
the education and faith formation of their children. We 
teach children respect for self and of others through      
learning and growing and serving. 
 
May the importance and beauty of what St. Mary’s School 
offers to our students and to their families give us the     
confidence we need to go forward this year, in particular, 
with thoughtfulness, hope and love of the Lord and one  
another. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our 
sweetness and our hope ….. “ 

Next weekend, August 22nd-23rd, the National  
Combined Collection will be conducted in our parish.  
This collection is combining the following individual  
collections: 
 
  Black & Indian Missions 
 

  Catholic Promotion of Authentic                                       
 Human Development 

 
 

  Catholic Communications Campaign 
 

  Catholic Home Missions 
 

  Catholic University of America 
 

  Collection for the Archdiocese  
 for the Military Services 
 

  Retirement Fund for Religious 
 
Your help in supporting these collections is critical.  You 
should have received a special envelope for this in the 
mail, or simply note your intention when you make your 
donation.  Please take this week to pray about the        
support you can provide.  Thank you and God bless. 



3 

Readings for Sunday, August 16, 2020 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 56:1, 6-7 / Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 / Mt 15:21-28 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, August 23, 2020 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 22:19-23 / Rom 11:33-36 / Mt 16:13-20 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.” And the woman’s  
daughter was healed from that hour. (Mt 15:28) 
********************************************************* 
We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When  
something is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our body is 
not working properly, we want it healed. How often do we 
find ourselves saying, “I’m tired of struggling with this cold, I 
can’t wait for my surgery to heal, or I want my treatments to 
make me better.” Wholeness and healing restore our  
relationships and make us free to love as we desire. We 
know very well how our limitations, imperfections, and  
brokenness really limit us. They can easily prevent us from 
being and doing what we want to do. 
 

Our physical and emotional wounds and maladies are easier 
to identify. If my back hurts, I feel it and know what part of 
my body needs attention. If I am feeling intense anger, I can 
identify the emotion and take necessary steps to uncover its 
cause. Being persistent often brings greater and quicker  
results. But will pursuing and even achieving our physical 
and emotional healings really be enough? We forget that 
there is a deeper healing that we seek and desperately need. 
As we look around at humanity, there are some physical and 
emotional wounds and scars that cannot be made whole. 
They are limitations that must remain and, for one reason or 
another, cannot be rectified. Does this mean that the  
wholeness and healing that my being longs for is not  
possible for me? Must I settle with less than what God  
promises? 
 

The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a desire that goes 
deeper than the physical and emotional. It is a desire that 
resides in our soul. What we really seek and thirst for is 
healing and wholeness for our soul. Inner strength,  
conviction, focus, grounding, love, hope, faith, courage,  
determination, peace, and connectedness are all words that 
center us on eternity. They direct us to a presence we  
discover in our core, which is none other than the presence 
of God. In God, we are healed. When we are persistent in 
reaching out to and establishing our relationship with God, 
real healing and wholeness begin to happen. 
 

There are some limitations and some of our brokenness with 
which we may simply have to live. This does not mean that 
we have to abandon our journey to wholeness and healing. If 
we have done our inner soul work, we have worked toward 
and acquired what and who we ultimately need and desire. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, Jackie H., 

Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,   

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Doug Soat, Andrew Stuehler, Tammy,  

Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis,  

Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital,  

nursing homes, or to those who are  
homebound except for people who are end 

of life or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 
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For those worshipping with us from home: 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Sunday at 8:30 am.   
Watch a recording of this Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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What’s Happening 

 

Sincerity in Prayer, Humility in Faith 
 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 / Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 / Matthew 15:21-28 

 
This Sunday we see a woman whose plight has been ongoing, and she seems 
to be at her wit’s end with no answers on the horizon. She clearly loves her 
sick daughter, so this mother — a Canaanite who is not a part of the chosen 
people of Israel — attempts the unthinkable because she’s run out of  
options. She humiliates herself with her desperate plea. Jesus himself seems 
not to respond at first, and the disciples consider her a nuisance and want her 
to leave so they can be about the rest of their day. Instead of becoming angry 
and stomping away or becoming bitter at the lack of assistance, she worships 
Jesus, despite what this would surely do to her reputation. This catches his 
attention, and a quick dialogue ensues. She knows the inherent tension  
between the Canaanites and the Israelites, but this does not deter her from 
seeking help from the only option left. In the end, her prayer is answered 
according to her desire. 
 
What a model of faith!!! So many of us are accustomed to prayers; we 
learned them when we were young. But our familiarity with prayers isn’t 
always accompanied by a sincerity in our prayer. We rattle off words while 
our minds are onto the next task on our day’s agenda. Our bodies are present, but our hearts haven’t yet left the last moment of 
pleasure, concern, or anxiety. Our prayer life is fragmented because our need for help has been disconnected from our belief in  
Jesus’ mission to save. Certainly, there are life circumstances that are graver than others that bring us to our knees faster; but that 
doesn’t mean that kneeling in prayer — literally and metaphorically — is limited to the grave and dire situations. St. John  
Chrysostom remarks on the “earnestness of her prayer,” and this catches the attention of Jesus in a new way. Jesus admires the  
tenacity of her faith, and then the miracle of her daughter’s healing happens. As we review the flow of the text, this mother does not 
outright ask Jesus to heal her daughter, as it happens in other healing stories of the Gospels. This mother confesses her need for help 
with a situation beyond her control. And Jesus recognizes the confidence of her humility, and rewards that with the healing of her 
daughter. The mother brings all of herself to Jesus, and in her great faith, she sees that the powers of heaven are on her side. 
 
How do we learn, then, to be more present each time we pray? 
 
Listen to yourself breathing. So often, we rush into our  times of prayer  without proper ly disposing ourselves for  a spir itual 
encounter. The Rosary and Lectio Divina are, for example, powerful tools for penetrating deeper in the mysteries of God, but  
without a stilled soul, our efforts lack a key ingredient. Taking a few minutes to quiet ourselves — externally and internally — can 
be a tremendous aid in deepening our prayer life. 
 
Talk less. Listen more. We live in uncer tain times. No doubt. There’s an anxiety and hostility in the very air we breathe. There’s 
much to complain or at least converse about. We look for answers to the very complicated situations we face. Yet the only answer is 
Jesus; the only path is towards the Cross and Resurrection. As we learn to listen to ourselves breathing, hopefully, one of the things 
that will happen is that we learn to listen to that still, small voice hidden in the deepest corner of our hearts. That small voice is so 
often crowded out by the mechanics of our prayer time and by the constant barrage of distractions in our interior world. If we can 
become silent, then God’s booming voice can be heard. 
 
Live in faith. Sometimes, we forget that we’ve already read the last chapter in the ‘book of life!’ We know that, in the end, Jesus 
wins! We know that Jesus has already shared his winnings with us because of our Baptism. Yet we approach Jesus in prayer with 
nonchalantness (If you wanted to do this …), doubt (I don’t know if you can do this, but …) or sometimes over-meekness (I’ll  
accept whatever you want …). While there is merit to each of these attitudes, this Canaanite mother gives us an example of the  
humble boldness of her faith in confessing her need for mercy. She knows she’s coming to the Lion of Judah, not — if you’ll allow 
me to be cheeky — to the mouse of Nazareth! 
 
Our prayer life is not rooted in our own strength or resources to find answers to remedies to the complexities of life; rather, it ought 
to be rooted in Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Each situation we find ourselves in can be seen — with eyes of faith — as opportunities to 
practice the kind of faith exemplified in the mother of today’s Gospel. The prayer of this mother came from her heart to the heart of 
the only one left for her to ask. It’s as if the depths of her heart was speaking to depths of Jesus’ heart. Jesus always responds to the 
prayers that come from the depths of our hearts rather than the multiplicity or eloquence of our words! Would that our prayer life be 
more like that! 
 
Br. John-Marmion Villa, LPI 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-john-chrysostom/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-john-chrysostom/
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/lectio-divina-beginners-guide


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, August 17 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, August 18 
  12:10 PM  William & Marie Healy 
Wednesday, August 19 
  8:15 AM  Jim Martelle 
Thursday, August 20 
   8:15 AM  Doris Gates 
Friday, August 21 
    No Mass 
Saturday, August 22 
   4:30 PM  Tom Berner 
Sunday, August 23 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Thomas Heuerman and Harold White 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 

With the opening up of restricted public celebration of the 
Mass; there are certain requirements of Diocese that must 
be met.  One of those requirements is to sanitize the church 
following each Mass. Volunteers are needed to assist  
Father with the cleaning of the church after each Mass.  It  
is anticipated that it will take approximately 30 minutes 
(assuming enough volunteers).  
 

If you would like to volunteer, please visit the following 
link to register: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers               

Please contact Sharlet Collins with any questions:  
psec@nativitymary.org  

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

The Bishop has continued the dispensation from the  
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 

If you would like to attend Mass, please note the following 
guidelines from the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering is required by the State of  
Wisconsin, for public health safety.   
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 

Our Sister Parish: 
St. Francis Solanus Mission & School 

Stone Lake, Wisconsin 
 

Traditionally, we take up a collection, and folks traveling 
northward deliver the donations to them around the end of 
summer.   
 

Current Needs: 
 A variety of Dot-to-Dot Books for the primary grades 
 Guitars –Looking for about six, in good shape for music 

classes 
 Disinfecting wipes and hand soap 
 They have enough masks and also plenty of backpacks for 

the school year, as a couple has generously donated those 
already 

 Money is needed to purchase ink for printers and fax 
machine (they can obtain these locally at a discount) 

 Big item on their wish list: Tractor/Backhoe/Scoop for 
digging graves in their cemetery.  The ground is very 
sandy and hard; brick-like. 

 

If you’d like to donate items, or have questions, please     
contact Dan & Judy Ansier at jdansier@icloud.com or        
608-752-6575.  Monetary donations can be mailed to our 
parish office at 313 E Wall Street, Janesville 53545, and we’ll 
forward those to them. 
 

Please take a moment to get to know our Sister Parish by 
visiting their website, where you can watch a video: 
www.http://stfrancismission.org/ 
 

God Bless your generosity! 

Traveling  

chalice 

Needless to say, I have many asking if we will be doing the 
Traveling Chalice again.  Absolutely we will!!  There's  
nothing better than prayer  And...whether for the  
priesthood, religious life or marriage and single life ….. 
praying for Vocations is definitely a top priority!   
Unfortunately, like everything else, our Traveling Chalice 
program has been put on hold due to the pandemic.  The 
fact that people are asking, is a testament to the support 
and devotion our parishioners have always given to the 
Traveling Chalice program and prayer.  We will, however, 
need to put off hosting of the Chalice a bit longer, as at the 
moment, the Diocese still does not want items being 
passed around.  However... not having the Chalice doesn’t 
mean we can’t pray!!  Please...continue your prayerful 
ways!  Pray for vocations, pray for an end to the pandemic, 
pray for our country, and pray that each and every one of 
us remains healthy and faithful.  As always...thank you for 
being the wonderful, devoted parishioners you are!!   

 

“From this day forward, all  
generations will call me blessed.” 
    Luke 1:48 

“Mary’s life shows that God  
accomplishes great deeds through 
those who are the most humble.”  

    - Pope Francis 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-volunteers

