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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

2020 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of August 28, 2020 
Our parish goal for this year is $55,107.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $30,698.00  
 

We have already paid in $28,168.01 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$27,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2020. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
160, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

Welcome to our students and their families as we begin 
our Nativity of Mary Parish faith formation sessions and 
events together.  
 

Almost everyone knows Mrs. Jan Bier, our director, and 
the returning catechists whose planning, organizing and 
sharing of the gift of their Catholic faith make our  
program possible. 
 

Time is limited when it comes to the priorities in our 
lives. That’s why all of us at St. Mary’s aim to respect our 
students’ willingness to make learning and growing in 
their Catholic faith very important along with their  
parents. We want to partner with parents in the spiritual 
education and faith formation of you, their beloved  
children. As a matter of fact, that’s what it’s all about, 
love. The love of God for you and me, and our love for 
one another. 
 

Love takes trust, courage, perseverance, humility and 
forgiveness, among other virtues. We are not meant to 
grow in faith on our own. God gives us our families and 
our parish family to learn about his love by listening and 
watching and imitating as we follow the example of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God and Our Savior. We see it in the 
lives of those who love Him and love you and me. 
 

First penance, first communion and confirmation are the 
sacraments to prepare for and celebrate, once again, this 
year. In addition, there will be time for learning more 
prayers and about the meaning of the Mass. This is when 
our faith becomes personal and more alive. When we 
regularly pray together as brothers and sisters, this 
brings us God’s joy and peace and love not just now, but 
our whole life through.  
 

We look forward to coming together in the weeks ahead 
for sharing and fun and countless blessings. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

St. Mary School Fundraisers 
Thank you for your Support! 

 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school  
office, or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

 

Box Tops for Education 
Box Tops is one of America’s largest school earnings 
loyalty programs.  St. Mary’s receives 10 cents for 
each box top.  Please make sure the box top is NOT 
EXPIRED, and trim carefully on the dotted lines.  
There is an expiration date on each label.  Examples 
are certain products from Nabisco, General Mills, 
Reynolds, Kimberly-Clark and more.   
Visit  https://www.boxtops4education.com/  
for a complete list of  specific products to look for.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Caps, Your Cause 
Prairie Farm offers this program.  Buy their white or 
flavored milk in gallon or half-gallon sizes and turn in 
the entire cap to the school.  We will peel the label to 
reveal the code (if not peeled correctly, the label is 
destroyed.)  Prairie Farms will give St. Mary’s five 
cents for each code submitted. 
 

Please deposit your box tops or caps  
in the church where indicated. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES BEGIN 
 

A quick reminder! Religious Education classes start 
Wednesday, September 16. Grades K – 8 meet from 
5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. 9th grade Confirmation class meets 
from 7:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. This year, all classes will be 
in the school building. Please enter at the lower doors 
by the flag pole. We’re looking forward to seeing all our 
students! 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Jesus teaches that we must forgive one another as God has 
forgiven us. (Matthew 18:21-35) 

********************************************************* 
Today's Gospel reading directly follows last week's Gospel in 
which Jesus taught the disciples how to handle disputes and 
conflict within the Christian community. In today's reading 
Peter asks Jesus how many times one ought to extend  
forgiveness to another. Peter proposes a reasonable number 
of times, perhaps seven. Jesus replies by extending Peter's  
proposal by an enormous amount; not just seven times 
should one forgive, but 77 times. The parable of the  
unforgiving servant is Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to 
Peter. Through the parable we come to understand the 
depths of God's mercy toward us and the results of our  
acceptance of God's forgiveness. 
 
The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with his 
servants. We are told that one servant in particular owes the 
king an enormous sum of money. Despite the promise of the 
servant, it is unlikely that he would ever be able to repay the 
debt that he owes. The king is moved by the humility of the 
pleading servant and mercifully forgives the debt. Rather 
than displaying gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant 
confronts a fellow servant who owes him a small debt—a 
pittance when compared with the amount that was owed to 
the king. The unmerciful servant refuses the pleas of his  
fellow servant and sends the servant to prison. 
 
A few other servants tell the merciful king about the actions 
of the unforgiving servant. The king punishes the servant 
because he refused to show the kind of mercy he had himself 
received from the king. Jesus concludes by indicating that 
this is how it will be with God and those who refuse to  
forgive one another. 
 
There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as Peter tried 
to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not about  
quantity—the number of times we extend forgiveness to 
another. In the parable the king's forgiveness is like God's 
forgiveness, and it transforms us, helping us to be as  
forgiving as God. The lesson is clear: If we hoard God's mercy 
while showing no mercy to others, we risk forfeiting the  
effects of God's mercy in our lives. 

Readings for Sunday, September 13, 2020 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sir 27:30-28:7 / Rom 14:7-9 / Mt 18:21-35 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 55:6-9 / Phil 1:20c-24, 27a / Mt 20:1-16a 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Sandra Barrette, Judy Bever,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, Jim Dooley, LeeAnn Gilligan, Gerri, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Paula Kimler, Pat & 

Mark,  Patricia Mosher, Penny Patterson,  

Joseph Putsch, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Doug Soat,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

 

Due to the pandemic  
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital,  

nursing homes, or to those who are  
homebound except for people who are end 

of life or are very seriously ill.    
If you, a family member, or someone  

you know fits this description,  
please contact the parish office  

at 608-752-7861. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection#entry:2708:url/
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For those worshipping with us from home: 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously  
on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 

We entrust  ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick. 
 

At the foot of the Cross you  
participated in Jesus’ pain,  
with steadfast faith. 
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need. 
 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting  
might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves  
to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection.  Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother  
of God. 
 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.   

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook Sunday at 8:30 am.   
Watch a recording of this Mass at our website as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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What’s Happening 

 
 
Deepen your faith with the Catholic Herald!   
Do you receive the Diocese of Madison Catholic Herald 
newspaper?  If you don’t and you would like to, please call 
the parish office at 752-7861 and we’ll see that it gets  
delivered to your home every week.  The cost of a one-year 
subscription is $22.  Please submit your payment directly 
to Nativity of Mary parish, with a note requesting a new 
subscription.   If you already receive the Catholic Herald, but 
no longer wish to, please let us know that and we’ll cancel 
your subscription.  Thank you. 

The Pontifical Good Friday Collection 
(Due to the pandemic, the collection was moved from Holy Week, 
to the weekend of September 12/13). 
 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the  
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians 
in the Holy Land. 
 
Your support helps the church minister in parishes,  
provide Catholic schools and offer religious education. 
The Pontifical Good Friday Collection also helps to 
preserve the sacred shrines. The wars, unrest and  
instability have been especially hard on Christians. In 
these times of crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection 
provides humanitarian aid to refugees. 
 
When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday  
Collection, you become an instrument of peace and join 
with Catholics around the world in solidarity with the 
Church in the Holy Land. Mark your donation “Christians 
in the Holy Land”.  Please be generous. 
 
For more information about Christians in the Holy Land, 
visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday. 

 
Style Show for Charity 
 

All women of the diocese  
and their guests are invited  
to view Madison Catholic  
Woman’s Club (MCWC)  
virtual fundraiser 
“Change is in the Air," on Monday,  
September 21 at  1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Featuring fashions from Chico’s, and many extras, it will 
raise your spirits while raising funds to support charities 
helping the community through the pandemic.  
 

To register, send a $5.00 check payable to MCWC for each 
attendee, plus any extra donation for charity, to Gail 
Yellen-Shiring, 2222 Hillington Green, Madison, WI 53726 
by September 16. Please include the name, address, phone 
and e-mail for each person to receive individual access 
codes via e-mail. Also note if you would like a tutoring 
session or if you would prefer a safe, socially distanced 
viewing option. You may register on-line 
at www.madisoncatholicwomansclub.org 

“The Church must be a place of  
mercy freely given, where everyone 
can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven 
and encouraged to live the good life 
of the Gospel.” 
    -Pope Francis 

http://www.madisoncatholicwomansclub.org


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, September 14 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, September 15 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas 
Wednesday, September 16 
  8:15 AM  Tom Berner 
Thursday, September 17 
   8:15 AM  John Miklus 
Friday, September 18 
    8:15 AM  Geraldine Johnson 
Saturday, September 19 
   4:30 PM  Dick McNally 
Sunday, September 20 
      8:30 AM  Linda Nally Mikkelson 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

The Bishop has continued the dispensation from the  
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
 

If you would like to attend Mass, please note the following 
guidelines from the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering is required by the State of  
Wisconsin, for public health safety.   
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

St. Mary’s Virtual Fall Festival 
Sunday, October 11th 

11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

LIVE on Facebook 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Raffle Prizes: 
Grand Prize $3000 

Second Prize $500 (three drawn) 
Third Prize $100 (five drawn) 

BONUS drawings for Gift Baskets  
 

If you do not have your tickets yet,  
please call the rectory at 608-752-7861. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 am 

No Confessions 
Tuesday, September 15th 

Thursday, Sept 17th (ZOOM) 
 

5-6 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 
6-7 pm Catechumenate 
 

Colleen  irishcatholic56@gmail.com  

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

Dare to Dream Book Club 

 
Calling all readers!!  Whether you are a fast reader, a slow 
pleasure reader, one who likes fiction or non fiction...if 
you're looking for a group to read and discuss with, Dare 
to Dream is for you.  Our book club is in its third year and 
has grown to be a lovely and lively group who read,  
discuss important points in the stories and our world, and 
most importantly, enjoy each other's company and 
 fellowship.   
 
Books we read range from fiction with moral dilemmas to 
those specifically about our Catholic Faith.  Some  
examples are “The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah, 
“Tuesdays with Morrie” by Mitch Albom, “Rediscovering 
Catholicism” by Matthew Kelly and “Mother Teresa’s  
Secret!” 
 
Dare to Dream meets on the third Monday of each month. 
Due to the pandemic, we have recently started back, so 
please call for location information. Books are a  
combination of provided through the library and having 
occasionally to purchase on your own.  If this is something 
you are interested in, please consider joining us!  We’d 
love to have you.  If you have questions...contact Colleen at 
608-346-3383 or iriscactholic56@gmail.com.  Leave a 
message and she will get back to you promptly. 


