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Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
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St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
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St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 
Participation in parish life at Nativity of Mary covers many 
facets and addresses a wide spectrum of interests for all of 
us. Each and every parishioner is invited to share in the  
experience of fulfilling our mission and vision statements. 
With autumn well under way it is a good time to reflect on 
maintaining the necessary councils, committees and other 
parish organizations. In order to always further and enhance 
what it means to be a member of our parish, there must be 
ongoing discussion and planning by and with you, its  
seniors, empty nesters, singles, parents and children. 
 

Our parish finance council had a virtual meeting recently. 

Home and school and our school board also meet this way. 

Our pastoral council will also be meeting virtually. That 

brings me to request that any one who is interested in     

serving on the pastoral council to let me know. This is an 

oversight council to advise the pastor in the areas of parish 

life, human concerns, faith formation, worship, and            

vocations. It is meant to allow broad based involvement in 

parish life based on individual interests. Maybe you know 

someone in the parish who could be encouraged to serve on 

our pastoral council. You yourself may be interested. Let me 

know. I am excited to share the working of the Holy Spirit 

with all of you at St. Mary’s.  

-Msgr. Dan 

Substitute teachers 
St. Mary School is in need of substitute teachers.   
Please call the school at 754-5221, Ext 22 if you are  
interested in subbing this year. 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school  
office, or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 18    

11-01-2020 $11,958.50 16,991.40 -5,032.90 

YTD $172,515.58 190,681.04 -18,165.46 

 

This is a big sacramental year for our second graders, who 
are preparing to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist. Please remember to pray for these 
young people of our parish as they get ready to meet Jesus 
when they make their First Reconciliation on Wednesday, 
November 18th.  
 

Emma Field 
Henry Hahn 

McKenzie Hoff 
Elliott Lee 

D’Angelo Suarez 
Lila Miller 

Ellianna Shire 
Tony Williamson 

 

“God, our loving Father, bless these young children.          

Help them to be aware that every person, place, and         

adventure they experience is an opportunity to love you 

more. Fill them with a desire to change and to grow,        

and give them the grace to become the-best-version-of-

themselves in every moment of every day. Amen.” 

The results of the Annual Steeple Chase are in and the 
Home & School Association raised nearly $10,000.  Thanks 
to Matt and Janet Dabson for their leadership with this      
project.  This main event should cover most of the Home & 
School operating budget for the school year. Improving the 
technology in the classrooms is an important goal for the 
Home & School Association this year.  
 

School Scholarship Drive Continues:  Each year members 
of the parish support the school scholarship fund.  If you 
would like more information about how to support this 
project, please contact the school office at 608-754-5221.   
Thank you.  
 

St. Mary School is launching the self-study component of 
the Wisconsin Religious and Independent School  
Accreditation process followed by a site-visit during the 
2021-22 school term.  
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Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, 
open the door for us!’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to 
you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” (Mt 25:11-13) 
 

********************************************************* 
When doing student report cards, there was a comment the 
teacher could choose that read: inattentive and easily  
distracted. Could that comment describe your spiritual life? 
We can become so consumed with myriad distractions and 
preoccupations and lose our connection to what is really 
significant and important. We can become dull. This happens 
in our human relationships, too. We can easily take the love 
of others for granted, whether it be a parent, spouse, friend, 
or a child. We assume and presume that their love will  
always be there and do very little to cultivate, rejuvenate, 
and deepen it. Presumption can become a great sin. 
 

We do the same thing with God and our spiritual lives. We 
presume that God will be merciful. Because we believe that 
in the end God is going to forgive us anyway, then why put a 
lot of effort into things now? What’s the point? It’s far easier 
to find a comfortable spot, curl up and take a nap! There is 
no immediate urgency to staying awake and attentive, so we 
think, and we simply fly by the seat of our pants. Assuming 
and presuming too much about our relationships, especially 
our relationship with God, can lead to neglect and abuse. It 
can even lead to a sense of entitlement, where we actually 
believe that something is due us without much effort on our 
part. 
 

Folks who are distracted and preoccupied can find their  

relationships, especially the primary ones, drifting away. You 
can actually be married to someone for many years and 

wake up one morning realizing that you really do not know 

them or truly recognize them. We have to desire God in  
order to recognize God. We have to open our hearts, minds, 

and souls to His Presence so that we can be rejuvenated and 
refreshed. But we cannot do this if we are distracted or  

napping. We have to be awake and alert! As a young child 
eagerly watches for and anticipates that arrival of their  

parent home, so too we must watch for God’s presence. If the 
anticipation of God’s arrival does not excite us and rouse us, 

then we need to ask why. The wise person keeps vigilant 

watch, knowing that in the end they will not be  
disappointed.  

Readings for Sunday, November 8, 2020 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 6:12-16 / 1 Thes 4:13-18 / Mt 25:1-13 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, November 15, 2020 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Prv 31:10-13, 19-20 / 1 Thes 5:1-6 / Mt 25:14-30  
 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Paula Kimler, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder,  Andrew Stuehler,  
Tammy, Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp,  

Mary Tullis, Patti Viertel, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Ed Gilligan 449-6468 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please note:  Due to the pandemic Msgr. Ganshert 
and Sr. Ruth will not be making pastoral visits to 
the hospital, nursing homes, or to those who are 
homebound except for people who are end of life or 
are very seriously ill.   If you, a family member, or 
someone you know fits this description, please  
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 

 

November 11 

Freedom is powerful. It's a gift. A treasure. 
 

The most significant, important gifts in life are always worth fighting 
for. And often, they come with a great price. They are not free. Somewhere 
along the way, someone paid dearly for the liberties we enjoy so freely  
today. But sometimes, we forget. It’s easy to take them for granted. We enjoy 
freedom, but most of us alive today, have always had it. We may not even be 
fully aware of just how many men and women have paid dearly for the gifts 
we enjoy today. The price was paid through many long years. 
 

On the heels of a heated Presidential race, this is a day to unite, to remember 
and pray, to show our gratitude for so many who have fought on behalf of 
our country. 
 

For all those who have protected our nation, for the men and women in uniform, together, we say "Thank You."  
 

There’s great power and strength in the loyalty of your service, because of these things: 
 There’s power in unity and standing strong together. 
 There’s power in fighting on behalf of our nation, and for those who cannot fight for themselves. 
 There’s power in rising up in courage, pursuing victory for what is right. 
 There’s power in knowing that God Himself fights on our behalf. 
 There’s power in prayer, and in the One who sets us truly free. 
 

Thank you for reminding us that there’s incredible love and sacrifice displayed, when one is willing to stand strong, and fight 
for freedom.   This service of love and sacrifice on behalf of all people, points us directly to the greatest love of all, the very 
gift and sacrifice of Christ. Our Savior was willing to pay the ultimate price, so that we can live free.  Forever.   
 
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 2 Cor. 9:15 

11 Reminders of God’s Freedom and Protection: 

"So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." John 8:36   

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm…” Gal. 5:1 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;" Ps. 23:4 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.” Is. 61:1 

For the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory." Deut. 20:4 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” Rom. 8:31 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go." Josh. 1:9 

"Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle; he is my steadfast love and my fortress, 
my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield and he in whom I take refuge..." Ps. 144:1-2 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance.”  Ps. 33:12 

"The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will re-
joice over you with shouts of joy."  Zeph. 3:17 

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and 
my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!’” Ps. 91:1-2 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+9:15
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:36
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ga+5:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+23:4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+61:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=de+20:4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:31
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jos+1:9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+144:1-2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+33:12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=zep+3:17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+91:1-2


What’s Happening 

A Prayer for Veterans: for the Men and Women in Uniform 
 
Dear God, 
 
We thank you for the freedom you have given to us, and for the price that was paid by Christ so that we could live free. We 
remember today. The cost of it all. The great sacrifice for freedom. 
 
We thank you for the brave who have fought, and continue to fight, so courageously for our nation. We ask for your covering 
and blessing over them and their families. We pray that you would be gracious and encircle them with your peace. We pray 
for your great favor and goodness to be evident in their lives. 
 
Please be with the men and women in uniform, who serve our communities and nation every single day. We ask that you  
provide your protection, that you would be their guiding force who leads the way, and their rear guard who keeps them safe 
from behind. We ask that you would draw them to yourself amidst the dangers they face in a dark world, for you are the 
Truth, you are the Way, you are the Light. 
 
When the voice of hate rises up against them, we ask that you would silence it. When the plans of the enemy rise up to cause 
them to stumble, we ask that you would thwart it. When the forces of evil rise up to strike them down, we ask that you would 
stop it. Lord, we know how powerful you are, all have heard of your Great Name, and we ask that you would indeed be the 
wind beneath their wings, the power behind their efforts, the heart behind their service, as they are on the front lines against 
evil in our world today. 
 
Help them to walk wisely. To stay covered in your armor. Give them godly discernment. Make them constantly aware of what 
lurks close by. Help them to be men and women of prayer, realizing that this is where their greatest help comes from. Help 
them to stay united and strong, bold and resolute, determined and unwavering. 
 
Lord bless all those who wear the uniform, who serve our cities, our nation, our people. Bless their families. Bless those they 
love. Give them your great favor, this day, and every day. 
 
Thank you that in our nation today, we are free to worship. We are free to pray. We are free to read your Word.  We are free 
to speak.  We are free to share. For this, we are incredibly grateful. Yet, we understand how quickly these freedoms can be 
taken away. Give us an increased awareness of the spiritual battle we're in. Help us to stand strong in you and for your  
purposes. 
 
 Thank you that as believers, we can be assured, you never leave us, and you are with us always, in this life, and the next.  
 
In the Powerful Name of Jesus, 
 
Amen. 
 
Written by Debbie McDaniel, at www.crosswalk.com 

 
 

We honor you today Veterans,  
and all those who wear the uniform,  

as we pray...and give thanks...and remember. 
 

The Lord bless you greatly  
for your service and sacrifice. 

 
And may God bless America! 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 9 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, November 10 
  12:10 PM  Edward Felten  
Wednesday, November 11 
  8:15 AM    
Thursday, November 12 
   8:15 AM  Sr. Alphonse 
Friday, November 13 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, November 14 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  
Sunday, November 15 
      8:30 AM  Franklin & Mary Babcock  
  10:30 AM  E.V. Thomas 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, Nov 12 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

TMIY “That Man is You” is now meeting virtually, over 
the internet, through ZOOM.  Every Wednesday morning, 
from 6-7 am, we watch a 30 minute video together, about 
some aspect of our Catholic faith, then break into small  
discussion groups.  This looks to be very interesting!  We 
currently have 45 men and a few local priests  
participating.  You are welcome to join us!  There is no 
cost, and help is available if you’re not familiar with how 
to attend ZOOM meetings.  Hope to see you there.   
Please contact Jerry Oleston for more details 754-5526  
or jgoleston@sbcglobal.net.  

Sponsor a Family  
for Thanksgiving, for $30. 

 

ECHO expects to assist over 600 families who are 
low-income.   
 

Sponsor a family by making out your check to 
“ECHO Thanksgiving”, or donate online at 
www.echojanesville.org. 
 

Due to COVID-19, ECHO will not be accepting 
donations of cookies and bars.  Please consider 
purchasing canned cranberries, green beans and 
corn instead.  Donations of canned goods  
accepted through November 15th. 
 

ECHO volunteers need to sign up in advance by 
calling Fran at 608-754-5333. 
 

Please help make a Family’s Holiday  
a Thankful one! 

“How powerful PRAYER is!  May we never lose the 

COURAGE to say: Lord, give us your PEACE.”  

    - Pope Francis 


