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Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
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Pastor.................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 
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Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ... .Arwen Twitchett 
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Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
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St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 
St. Mary’s parish offices will be moved to Nativity House 
after the Thanksgiving holiday this month of November, 
2020. Improved physical accessibility along with increased 
usable space have been the primary reasons driving this 
transition. My office along with those of our parish staff will 
be located on the first and second floors while our school 
kindergarten will continue to use the ground floor of the 
building. Parking access will be immediately in front of  
Nativity House off Wisconsin Street. 
 

I wish to thank Mr. Dan Kessler, especially, who has been 
preparing Nativity House over the last several months with 
improvements to become our parish administration center.   
 

St. Mary’s rectory will continue to serve as the pastor’s  
residence. It has been a beautiful home for many priests in 
its history and that will remain. My appreciation goes out to 
all of our staff and priests over the years for their accommo-
dation to the multipurpose construct of this majestic house 
at 313 East Wall Street.  
 

-Msgr. Dan 

Substitute teachers 
St. Mary School is in need of substitute teachers.   
Please call the school at 754-5221, Ext 22 if you are  
interested in subbing this year. 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school  
office, or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

 
 
 
 

Helen Close and Doris Schumacher were recently called to 

eternal life.  
 

Please remember them, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

We have completed our tenth week of school with  
face-to-face instruction—thanks be to God and thanks 
for all your efforts with safe behaviors at home and in 
the community. 
 

November 11, 2020, was Veterans Day and St. Mary 
School has a long tradition of attending the local  
observance of Veterans Day and being part of the annual 
program. This year, the veterans group planned a scaled 
back version of the event and encouraged us not to  
attend.  We did however make cards for the Veterans 
and extended our support and appreciation of their  
efforts for our country.  

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed on Facebook—Sunday at 8:30 
am.  Watch recorded videos of the Mass at our website 
as well. 
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
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Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful 
servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give 
you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s 
joy.’” (Mt 25:21) 
 

********************************************************* 
God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to invest it. 
Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself wisely, allows God’s 
kingdom to grow and flourish. God trusts us with this pearl 
of great price in hopes that it will produce abundant fruit. 
While God’s gift of self is realized in the gifts of faith, hope, 
and love, they are not meant to be solely for personal  
benefit. They are intended to be shared and are at the heart 
of Jesus’ blueprint for happiness, the Beatitudes. 
 

When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most  
treasured possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all of our 
brothers and sisters and the world in which we live. We take 
up most seriously our call to be stewards and properly  
manage, not only our own affairs, but the affairs of those 
around and before us. God has put tremendous confidence in 
us. Do we have that same confidence in God? 
 

We often go the extra mile and put in the additional effort 
when it comes to those concerns closest to us: our families, 
friends, careers, home and securities. But when it comes to 
things that are not as close to us, we can become lax and less 
conscientious. Tending to God’s treasure requires a great 
deal of focus and persistent hard work. It demands that I see 
the bigger picture, God’s picture, in which self-sacrifice is a 
given as we labor for the establishment of God’s kingdom, 
God’s vision. Fear and a lack of trust can loom large,  
however. We are afraid of letting go of what is “mine” and 
apprehensive of jeopardizing what we have in order to  
venture into something bigger and more promising. 
 

Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s kingdom. 
They benefit neither the person nor God. What is required is 

a courageous resolve that produces the fortitude necessary 

to stay the course and do what God is asking. Doing all in our 
power to cultivate the seeds of faith, hope, and love in our 

world, working diligently to put all of our relationships in 
proper order, becoming attentive to systems and ideologies 

that hurt and oppress people, being mindful of injustice, and 
laboring on behalf of the poor and the needy are at the core 

of what each of us is asked to do. It is how we invest God’s 
most precious gift wisely. If persistent, alert and attentive, 

then life will gradually improve around us, there will be 

greater peace and we will experience joy.  

Readings for Sunday, November 15, 2020 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Prv 31:10-13, 19-20 / 1 Thes 5:1-6 / Mt 25:14-30  
 

Readings for Next Sunday, November 22, 2020 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17 / 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28 / Mt 25:31-46 
 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Paula Kimler, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder,  Andrew Stuehler,  
Tammy, Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please note:  Due to the pandemic Msgr. Ganshert 
and Sr. Ruth will not be making pastoral visits to 
the hospital, nursing homes, or to those who are 
homebound except for people who are end of life or 
are very seriously ill.   If you, a family member, or 
someone you know fits this description, please  
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 



What’s Happening 

 
 

ECHO Christmas Toy Distribution 
 
Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, volunteers and 
staff, ECHO will be modifying their annual toy distribution.  This year, 
ECHO is requesting monetary donations or gift cards for Blain’s Farm & 
Fleet.   
 

PLEASE NOTE: St. Mary School’s SCRIP program includes Farm & Fleet 
cards.  St. Mary’s gets 5% cash back on any Farm & Fleet gift cards  
purchased directly from them.  Call the school for details or go online to 
ShopWithScrip.com. 
 

Donations will be accepted now through December 6th at St. Mary’s 
Church.  Your gift of SCRIP cards or cash donations can be put in a 
marked envelope and placed in the collection basket at Mass, put 
through the mail slot in the rectory door, or mailed directly to the  
parish.   
 

Holiday wrapping paper is also needed, and can be dropped off as well. 

Sponsor a Family  
for Thanksgiving, for $30. 

 

ECHO expects to assist over 600 families who are 
low-income.   
 

Sponsor a family by making out your check to 
“ECHO Thanksgiving”, or donate online at 
www.echojanesville.org. 
 

Due to COVID-19, ECHO will not be accepting 
donations of cookies and bars.  Please consider 
purchasing canned cranberries, green beans and 
corn instead.  Donations of canned goods  
accepted through November 15th. 
 

Volunteers need to sign up in advance by calling 
Fran at 608-754-5333. 
 

Please help make a Family’s Holiday  
a Thankful one! 

“To live charitably means not looking 
out for our own interests, but carrying 
the burdens of the weak and poorest 
among us.” 
 

    - Pope Francis 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 16 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, November 17 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas  
Wednesday, November 18 
  8:15 AM  Thomas Mair and Ferdinand Wellnitz    
Thursday, November 19 
   8:15 AM  Nellie Dawson 
Friday, November 20 
    8:15 AM  Mary Bickle   
Saturday, November 21 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  
Sunday, November 22 
      8:30 AM  Dan Zahn 
  10:30 AM  Students of St. Mary School 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, Nov 19 (ZOOM) 
 

 

7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

TMIY “That Man is You” is now meeting virtually, over 
the internet, through ZOOM.  Every Wednesday morning, 
from 6-7 am, we watch a 30 minute video together, about 
some aspect of our Catholic faith, then break into small  
discussion groups.  This looks to be very interesting!  We 
currently have 45 men and a few local priests  
participating.  You are welcome to join us!  There is no 
cost, and help is available if you’re not familiar with how 
to attend ZOOM meetings.  Hope to see you there.   
Please contact Jerry Oleston for more details 754-5526  
or jgoleston@sbcglobal.net.  

 

“Peace begins with a smile.”  
 

    - Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

This is a big sacramental year for our second graders, who 
are preparing to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist. Please remember to pray for these 
young people of our parish as they get ready to meet Jesus 
when they make their First Reconciliation on Wednesday, 
November 18.  
 

Emma Field 
Henry Hahn 

McKenzie Hoff 
Elliott Lee 

D’Angelo Suarez 
Lila Miller 

Ellianna Shire 
Tony Williamson 

 

“God, our loving Father, bless these young children. Help 

them to be aware that every person, place, and adventure 

they experience is an opportunity to love you more. Fill 

them with a desire to change and to grow, and give them 

the grace to become the-best-version-of-themselves in 

every moment of every day. Amen.” 


