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Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 
Advent 2020 inaugurates a new year of grace in the Church.  
 
Each one of our lives has experienced the past liturgical 
year on a communal and personal level. What has changed 
in our own lives, in the lives of those we love and in the life 
of the Church these past twelve months of world history? 
The answer is more than we could have ever imagined. 
 
Pandemics have come and gone over the centuries.  
However, the global debacle of 2020 has brought the world 
to its knees. Literally, the world has experienced the  
onslaught of an invisible enemy that has brought us to 
know first hand how vulnerable we are in the face of a  
powerful contagion. Did 9/11 make us mindful of the fragile 
world in which we live? Yes, however, the world moves on 
and tends to lose sight of where we find hope in the  
overwhelming events of great loss and frightening tragedy.  
  
Advent calls us to prepare our hearts, minds, strength and 
souls for the coming of our God. The coming of Love who 
was born and is born among us. The Light who came into a 
darkened world to be our savior.  
 
May this Advent of 2020 fill us with blessed expectation as 
we prepare for the celebration of the coming of our God, our 
Light, our Hope, our Joy, our Peace and Savior. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

Shop with Scrip for all of your holiday shopping! 

As we move into the Advent Season, students at St. Mary 
School will be involved in a series of activities in which 
they prepare for the coming of the Lord at Christmas.  
Members of the parish are invited to our Wednesday 
school Masses each week at 8:15 am.  Students will  
attend the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on  
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at the 8:15 am Mass.  St. 
Mary School will conclude the calendar year with a final 
Advent Mass on Friday, December 18, 2020, before they 
go home for the Christmas break.  Students will return to 
school on Monday, January 4, 2020. 
 
Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
 

Please note that Mass attendance is by reservation only 
this year, due to the current restrictions. 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 & 6:00 PM 

 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

 
Make your reservation now, by going to:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-christmas 

or by calling Sharlet in the parish office at 608-752-7861. 

When we say the Penitential Act at Mass, why do we 
strike our chest three times? 
 

Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled with a  
variety of symbols, some of which also relate to our  
gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting,  
processing, making the Sign of the Cross). The custom of 
striking our breast three times during the “I Confess” of the 
Penitential Act of the Mass is one of those gestures that is 
loaded with symbolism.  
 

The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the 
heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture, especially 
texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled contrite 
heart” or how God heals broken hearts, binding up our 
wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers like 
Saint Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to this 
custom in their writings.  
 

Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for 

those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign 

that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and 

failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also an 

act of solidarity, recognizing that none of us, regardless of 

where we are on our journey of faith, is without fault and 

the need for grace and forgiveness.  
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First Sunday of Advent 
 

“Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the 
house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight,  
or at cockcrow, or in the morning.” (Mk 13:35) 
 

********************************************************* 
You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the peripheral  
vision test. You know the one. It’s where you put your head 
up to a contraption and have to click a switch every time you 
see a squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain 
optimal focus, you will miss them and skew the outcome of 
the test. You can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that 
really isn’t accurate! Concentration and focus are key to  
succeeding with this evaluation. They are also key to  
developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring 
our full consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our 
might, be watchful and vigilant, we are not going to see God’s 
loving presence flashing before our eyes!  
 

That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily get 
distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial things and 
lose touch with what really matters. Our attentions wander. 
We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and 
tired. All of the stresses and demands of life consume us and 
we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather 
than relishing the moment of the now. “Now” moments are 
so fleeting. They flash before us like those squiggly lines on a 
screen. Present moments go as quickly as they come but it is 
important to discover them and rest in them as often as we 
can. Though gone in a flash, these now moments of  
encounter with God teach powerful lessons and offer a 
grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. It’s the 
grace of Advent to become watchful and attentive because 
we are never sure when God will surprise us. 
 

God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now 
moments of surprises come as tender instants of intimate 

connection where I find profound peace, experience joy, and 

rest in love. These are Advent times reflective of the now 
moments when Christ first was born, when God surprises us 

during every time we care to watch and when the great  
surprise of Christ’s second coming dawns upon us all. But, to 

discover the grandeur and experience the awe of these now 
times, we have to be ready. We have to want to be there. We 

have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to soak in as 

much as we can in the time we have before us. 

Readings for Sunday, November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 / 1 Cor 1:3-9 / Mk 13:33-37 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / 2 Pt 3:8-14 / Mk 1:1-8 
 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Paula Kimler, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark,  

Patricia Mosher, Max Rammer,  

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder,  Andrew Stuehler,  
Tammy, Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please note:  Due to the pandemic Msgr. Ganshert 
and Sr. Ruth will not be making pastoral visits to 
the hospital, nursing homes, or to those who are 
homebound except for people who are end of life or 
are very seriously ill.   If you, a family member, or 
someone you know fits this description, please  
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 



 
 
 
 

What’s Happening 

Children’s Prayer for a Fruitful Advent 
 

My little Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You for this Advent season. Please help me to understand all that You have done 
for me. Your loving mother held You in her heart and brought You into this world. Help me to do the same. 

 
 My loving Jesus, I choose You, this Advent, as my King and my God. Draw me close to You and help me to see my sins so 

that I can change the things that You want me to change.  
 

Mother Mary, pray for me this Advent so that I may do all that God wants me to do. You said “Yes” to all that God asked of 
you. Please pray for me that I may do the same. 

 
Come, Lord Jesus, 

 
Come, Lord Jesus, 

 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
I love You, Jesus. 

 
Amen. 

 

Prayer for a Fruitful Advent 
 

My hidden Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You with profound gratitude for uniting Yourself with fallen humanity. When 
You first entered into this world, You remained hidden for nine months in the immaculate womb of Your Blessed Mother. 

She carried You, body and blood, soul and divinity, within the sanctuary of her body. She also carried You within her heart as 
a result of her perfect love for You and her perfect obedience to the will of the Father. 

 
Precious Lord, as I embrace this Advent Season, please open my eyes to see the great value and blessing of Your Incarnation. 
Help me to discover Your hidden presence in this world and within my own soul. I desire to see, understand and experience 
the profound effects that Your Incarnation has on my life and I desire to receive those effects more fully this Advent. May I 

become a sanctuary in which You dwell so that I, like Your dear Mother, may bring Your presence into the world. 
 

My loving Jesus, I choose You, this Advent, as my King and my God. I abandon myself to You and seek to put all my trust in 
Your tender care. Draw me close to You and free me from my sin so that I may love You with a pure and holy heart. 

 
Mother Mary, as You carried your dear Son in your immaculate womb, you also carried Him in your heart. Pray for me, this 
Advent, that I may surrender myself to the will of the Father in imitation of you. You said “Yes” to all that God asked of you 
and never hesitated to fully embrace His divine will. Pray that I may imitate your perfect example so as to share a deeper 

union with you and your divine Son. 
 

Come Lord Jesus, 
 

Come Lord Jesus, 
 

Come Lord Jesus! 
 

Amen. 
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Each season in the liturgical calendar comes with its own local 

and regional rituals. During the Advent season, wreathes adorn 
church sanctuaries and family dining room tables. You may have 
said Advent wreath prayers in childhood or taken a turn lighting 
the candles.  
 

The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about Christ and his  
coming at Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen boughs, 
reminding us that the life of grace doesn’t falter with the changing 
seasons. It always remains fresh and new. Similarly, a circular 
wreath reminds us of the eternal, never-ending nature of God’s 
love.  
 

Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the One who 
“shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” We 
use four candles to represent each week of Advent. Traditionally 
they come in the liturgical colors of the season.  

 

Purple has historically represented penance and sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. On the third  
Sunday of Advent, however, we light a rose color. The priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is Gaudete Sunday. 
Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On the third Sunday of Advent, we’re roughly halfway through the season. The Church 
chooses the midpoint to remind us to celebrate in the midst of our anticipation!  
 

Whatever the color and whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to focus our attention on Christ’s 
coming at Christmas. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 30 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, December 1 
  No Mass 
Wednesday, December 2 
  8:15  John & Janet Prusansky   
Thursday, December 3 
  9:15 AM  John Bonness 
Friday, December 4 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, December 5 
   4:30 PM   
Sunday, December 6 
      8:30 AM  E.V. Thomas 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 

No Mass or Reconciliation 
Tuesday, December 1st 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, Dec 3 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed at our website and on Facebook  
Sunday at 8:30 am.   
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

ECHO TOY DISTRIBUTION 2020 
 

Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, 
volunteers and staff, ECHO will be modifying their annual 
toy distribution.  This year, ECHO is requesting monetary 
donations or gift cards for Blain’s Farm & Fleet.   
 

PLEASE NOTE: St. Mary School’s SCRIP program includes 
Farm & Fleet cards.  St. Mary’s gets 5% cash back on any 
Farm & Fleet gift cards purchased directly from them.  
Call the school for details at 608-754-5221. 
 

Donations will be accepted now through December 6th at 
St. Mary’s Church.  Your gift of SCRIP cards or cash  
donations can be put in a marked envelope and placed in 
the collection basket at Mass, put through the mail slot in 
the rectory door, or mailed directly to the parish.   
 

Holiday wrapping paper is also needed, and can be 
dropped off as well. “Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  

Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

