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December 6, 2020  •  Second Sunday of Advent 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor.................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ... .Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

“Hail, Mary, full of grace...” is recited millions of times each 
day attesting to the belief of the Church that Our Blessed 
Mother was conceived without sin. She was destined to be 
the Mother of God, the Mother of the Church and the Mother 
of the Angels and Saints from the beginning of time. 
 
As the principle patroness of our country we celebrate Mary 
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception this coming 
week, Tuesday, December 8th. There will be Mass at 8:15 
a.m. and at 12:10 p.m. for this Holy Day. 
 
Beginning, now, our proximate preparation for the  
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, the following prayer 
helps us enter into the joy of this holy season. 
 
“Hail and blessed be the hour and moment when the Son of 
God was born of the most pure Virgin at midnight, in  
Bethlehem, in piercing cold.  
 

In that hour, vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear my 
prayer, and grant my desires (intentions) through the merits 
of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. Amen.” 
 
-Msgr. Dan 

 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 21    

11-22-2020 6,244.92 8,993.33 -2,748.41 

YTD $194,162.93 221,598.29 -27,435.36 

Substitute teachers 
St. Mary School is in need of substitute teachers.   
Please call the school at 754-5221, Ext 22 if you are  
interested in subbing this year. 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

Shop with Scrip for all of your holiday shopping! 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 20    

11-15-2020 $7,627.43 11,273.09 -3,645.66 

YTD $187,918.01 212,604.95 -24,686.94 

This week, students will attend the Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception  on Tuesday, December 8,  
at the 8:15 am Mass. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
 

Please note that Mass attendance is by reservation only 
this year, due to the current restrictions. 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 & 6:00 PM 

 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

 
Make your reservation now, by going to:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-christmas 

or by calling Sharlet in the parish office at 608-752-7861. 

Next Weekend—Bless Our Priests Collection  
for Diocesan Retired Priests 
 

Please take advantage of this opportunity to offer  
support to the retired priests of our diocese by helping 
provide for their retirement needs.  Your donation will 
help serve those who have faithfully served us!   
Thank you. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to 
stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
(Mk1:7b-8) 
 

********************************************************* 
People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was  
coming for a visit to America and the preparations began. 
Security, space limitations and requirements, protocols, 
crowd management, itineraries, invitations, regulations, and 
so much more was necessary to pull this event off effectively. 
It’s not every day that we get a visit from such a prominent 
dignitary. Thought, effort, meticulous attention to detail and 
vision all are necessary to make this thing work. After all, he 
can’t just show up in the ordinary and normal daily routines 
of life and catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be  
purchased, buses rented, hotel rooms reserved, and travel 
arrangements made early because it will be impossible to 
see him if we wait too long! 
 

We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent  
religious figures but for political dignitaries, notable sports 
figures, people of fame, and even actors. If an individual  
intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we have to do to 
get a “good seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate 
this much of our attention? We are asked to prepare the way 
of the Lord and to do so not with frantic frenzy but patient 
enthusiasm. We do not have to stand on a street corner  
making profound announcements about God’s coming or 
become overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. 
Our task is quieter, more interior, captivating, and  
consuming. We are asked to change. We have to conduct our 
lives with holy devotion. 
 

Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you want 

the “best seat” in the house? You don’t want to miss Our 
Lord’s arrival when he comes, do you? After all, if he comes 

while you are going about your daily routines without you 

even knowing, he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come 
in disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner, migrant,  

refugee, or someone who is lost. Would you be ready to  
recognize him then? Preparing for the coming of Christ  

requires a change of mind, heart, and behavior. It is not  
adequate to simply do the things we always do. We want our 

lives to speak of the exciting news of Christ’s coming and the 
joy that the Gospel brings. It has to do with our demeanor, 

values, priorities, choices, and how we structure daily  

routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. All anticipations do! 
Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and sitting on the 

edge of your seat eager to celebrate his coming among us at 
Christmas, and waiting for him to come again? If not, why 

not? 

Readings for Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / 2 Pt 3:8-14 / Mk 1:1-8 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 / 1 Thes 5:16-24 / Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Paula Kimler, Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, 

Pat & Mark,  Patricia Mosher, Max Rammer,  

Harold Robb, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please note:  Due to the pandemic 
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are 
homebound except for people who are 
end of life or are very seriously ill.  If you, 
a family member, or someone you know 
fits this description, please contact the 
parish office at 608-752-7861. 



O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

didst prepare a worthy dwelling place for thy Son, we beseech thee that,  
as by the foreseen death of this, thy Son, thou didst preserve her from all stain,  

so too thou wouldst permit us, purified through her intercession, to come unto thee. 
Through the same Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, who livest and reignest with thee  

in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  
Amen. 



What’s Happening 
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ECHO for housing assistance: 

To Give by Mail: Checks should be made out to ECHO and notated for Immigrant Housing Relief. 

Mail to ECHO, 65 S. High St., Janesville, WI 53548 

To Give Online: 

 

YWCA for housing, utilities, food and medical assistance: 

To Give by Mail: Checks should be made out to YWCA Rock County and notated      for 

“Immigrant Relief Fund.”  

 Mail to YWCA Rock County, 1735 S. Washington St. Janesville, WI 53546 

To Give Online: Go to GoFundMeYWCARockCounty 
 

More than 70 Rock County immigrant families, including 280 children 
are suffering severely from the economic effects of COVID-19. 

Please consider a year-end gift to one of the organizations below 
to help these families meet the basic needs of rent, food, utilities, and health care. 

Thank you for your support of our immigrant community! 
 
 ECHO, Immigrant Support Network, and the YWCA 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, December 7 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, December 8 
  8:15 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  12:10 PM  James “Jimbo” Condon 
Wednesday, December 9 
  8:15  Fr. Terence Pescatore 
Thursday, December 10 
  9:15 AM  James Bonness 
Friday, December 11 
    8:15 AM  Mary Bickle 
Saturday, December 12 
   4:30 PM  Elmer & Dorothy Ambrose   
Sunday, December 13 
      8:30 AM  E.V. Thomas 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, December 8th 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, Dec 10 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed at our website and on Facebook  
Sunday at 8:30 am.   
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

Following Mass on Wednesday, December 9th at  
6:15 pm, is a  Communal Penance Service at St. 
Patrick Church, for our cluster of Janesville/Milton 
Catholic parishes. 

 

Book Club Announcement:  Like most every group,  
gathering outside of Nativity the church grounds since the 
pandemic began has been difficult and at times not  
possible.   
 

For this reason, the Dare to Dream Book Club meetings are 
on hold, temporarily.  Pray everyone, that we once and for 
all move past this pandemic.  I will be in touch sometime in 
the future, when we’ll plan to get together again, safely. 
 

Thanks for being such a wonderful group, and if you  
haven’t attended Book Club, but are interested in joining 
us, please look for an announcement, hopefully sometime 
in Spring of next year. 
 

Blessings & Stay Safe— 
Colleen Szerlong, irishcatholic56@gmail.com 

 

The Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc,  
Wisconsin is looking for on-site volunteers to assist in 
their mission to bring the Good News to the people.   
A variety of help is needed, including groundskeeping, 
clerical and IT assistance.  If interested, please contact 
Fr. Richard Thibodeau, C.Ss.R., Director, at 
rthibs@aol.com or 262-567-6900. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

