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December 13, 2020  •  Third Sunday of Advent 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor.................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager ... .Arwen Twitchett 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Our Advent time brings us to this weekend of rejoicing for 
the nearness of the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. It 
is also a special time of proximate preparation in our  
personal lives through celebrating the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation, if we have not done so already. The Advent 
Communal Penance service here at St. Mary’s will be next 
Saturday, December 19th at 9:30 a.m.  
 
We will provide for social distancing for all who attend. Our 
lives as members of the Body of Christ have the ability to 
affect our brothers and sisters in ways that are good and 
not good. When we sin, we make a negative impact.  
However, our good words and actions do just the opposite. 
Asking for and receiving God’s forgiveness for our sins is 
healing for us in body and soul. It brings light to our lives 
where there was darkness. This gift of the Lord’s mercy and 
love in confession then becomes a grace in us and in the 
community of faith around us. 
 
Let us prepare for Christmas, the coming of our God. The 
Light of the world. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses 
 

Please note that Mass attendance is by reservation only 
this year, due to the current restrictions. 

 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 & 6:00 PM 

 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

 

Make your reservation now, by going to:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-christmas 
or by calling Sharlet in the parish office at 608-752-7861. 

We’ve been staying very busy at St. Mary School! 
 

We are in the process of installing four new smart boards 
that were recently purchased for our school.  Thank you to 
those who helped move them to the third floor (the  
elevator wasn’t working—ha! ha!) and for Mr. Kessler for 
the installation.  Unfortunately, like so many schools, some 
of our other technology orders are on backorder with the 
vendors due to high demand.  
 
As you may know, the parish installed a new phone system 
and we are in the process of setting up new voice mails 
and acclimating ourselves to the new system.  Thank you 
for your patience.  
 
Next week, the Christmas tree will go up in the main  
hallway of the school.  A new addition this year will be the 
family ornaments that families were invited to create.         
Please bring them to the main office if you are still  
working on them so that they can be hung on the tree.  
 
On Tuesday, December 8, 2020, students attended 
Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception; special 
music was provided by Dr. Ehrhardt and Mr. Christopher 
Smith, vocal soloist.  
 
I wanted to share that I recently received a personal phone 
call from Bishop Hying.  The Bishop called to check in on 
all of us from St. Mary School and recalled the warm  
reception he had when he had visited our last school 
year.  He extended his best wishes to all of us and  
reminded me that we are always in his prayers.  
 
Thank you again for those who are assisting in the hot 
lunch program with Mr. Pierce—it is great to see so many 
of you.  If you are looking for another opportunity to  
volunteer at our school, consider helping with outside 
lunch recess supervision.  Be on the watch for sign-up  
genius for that activity.  
 
As we continue in our Advent journey toward Christmas 
we ask that the Lord helps us to stay in Advent and not 
jump into Christmas before it is time.  We ask the Lord to 
fill us with this wisdom of the quiet time and stop us in our 
tracks and slow down to sit with him.  God’s Blessings be 
with you all. 
 
Dr. Kim Ehrhardt 
Principal 

Parish Office—We have recently moved our parish offices 
from the Rectory to the Nativity House, which is the  
building directly behind the parking lot of the church 
(entrance is on the right).  Going forward, please continue to 
use the slot at the Rectory door (old location on Wall Street) 
to drop off your envelopes and such, if necessary.   
 

In light of the pandemic, we're keeping contact to a  
minimum, so calling the office to schedule a Mass, or to  
make an appointment for other church business is  
appreciated.  We look forward to welcoming you freely into 
our new space once the community spread has minimized.  
We believe the new offices will better serve you, our parish  
family. 
 

Our phone number is still the same, so dial 608-752-7861 to 
speak with a member of our staff.  We are here for you!  Stay 
safe and thank you for supporting St. Mary’s. 
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Readings for Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 / 1 Thes 5:16-24 / Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Rom 16:25-27 / Lk 1:26-38 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord.’” (Jn 1:23) 
 

********************************************************* 
Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain 
that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. 
On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the money, 
the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite 
pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly 
securities brings us back again and again to the purchase of a 
ticket. Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and 
happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and 
realize that nothing has really changed, and I am not as  
satisfied as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living 
in my incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and 
grief. I did not find joy. 
 

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They 
are brought to us through incredible experiences of  
connection that bring us face to face with real and authentic 
faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. 
The moment we find ourselves looking back at them, they 
are gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment in 
memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not 
something I create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not 
able to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my 
need for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very 
essence of who I am and desires a home within me. As C. S. 
Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very 
soul and is given as gift by the God who loves me. 
 

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of 

the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other reason 
than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our  

human and earthly joy experiences are always only  

glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is 
only God who is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences 

of joy catch us off guard, make us stop and become aware, 
bring a feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal  

Otherness about them. Nothing created by humans can ever 
come close to this. We probably will not fully realize the 

truth of all of this until we actually meet God face to face in 
heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our 

hearts leap for joy we will understand what we have been 

tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most 
surely follow. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Paula Kimler, Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, 

Pat & Mark,  Patricia Mosher, Max Rammer,  

Harold Robb, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please note:  Due to the pandemic 
Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will not be 
making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are 
homebound except for people who are 
end of life or are very seriously ill.  If you, 
a family member, or someone you know 
fits this description, please contact the 
parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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ECHO for housing assistance: 

To Give by Mail: Checks should be made out to ECHO and notated for Immigrant Housing Relief. 

Mail to ECHO, 65 S. High St., Janesville, WI 53548 

To Give Online: 

 

YWCA for housing, utilities, food and medical assistance: 

To Give by Mail: Checks should be made out to YWCA Rock County and notated      for 

“Immigrant Relief Fund.”  

 Mail to YWCA Rock County, 1735 S. Washington St. Janesville, WI 53546 

To Give Online: Go to GoFundMeYWCARockCounty 
 

More than 70 Rock County immigrant families, including 280 children 
are suffering severely from the economic effects of COVID-19. 

Please consider a year-end gift to one of the organizations below 
to help these families meet the basic needs of rent, food, utilities, and health care. 

Thank you for your support of our immigrant community! 
 
 ECHO, Immigrant Support Network, and the YWCA 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, December 14 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, December 15 
  8:15 AM   
Wednesday, December 16 
  8:15  Jim Martelle 
Thursday, December 17 
  9:15 AM  CSM Thomas Ray 
Friday, December 18 
    8:15 AM  Hartzell Kas 
Saturday, December 19 
   4:30 PM  Lee & Marcy Marklein 
Sunday, December 20 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Howard Liston 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, January 7 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Mass is livestreamed at our website and on Facebook  
Sunday at 8:30 am.   
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

Communal Penance Service at Nativity of Mary  
Church, on Saturday, December 19th, at 9:30 AM, for 
the cluster of Janesville/Milton Catholic parishes. 

BLESS OUR PRIESTS COLLECTION 
 

Make sure to remember the retired priests of our 
diocese by making a gift to the Bless Our Priests  
collection.  This collection is used to directly  
support all retired priests welfare including the  
rising cost of healthcare, long-term care and  
medical costs. Please return your gift in the  
envelopes available at all Masses this weekend.  
Your generosity supports retired priests from all 
eleven counties of our Diocese! 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
  
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  
Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

