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Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
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Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor.................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

“The International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has 
history of over one hundred years. Christians around the 
world have taken part in an octave of prayer for visible  
unity in order to move toward the fulfillment of Jesus’  
prayer at the Last Supper “that they all may be one.”  
(Jn 17:21) This week always culminates on January 25,  
The Conversion of St. Paul The Apostle.  
 
In light of the unimaginable events that recently occurred 
in our nation’s capitol and those that have happened in the 
streets of our cities these past months and beyond, let us 
pray not only for Christian unity, but also for unity in our 
country. 
 
Welcome to Mrs. Sandra Lee, our new business manager at 
St. Mary’s and to, Mr. Wayne Matthews, our new  
maintenance engineer. And, once again, our sincere thanks 
to all who prepared our beautiful church for the celebration 
of the Christmas season and recently prepared for us to 
now enter ordinary time, once again. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 27    

01-03-2021 $10,943.00 11,635.00 -692.00 

YTD $301,939.00 314,145.00 -12,206.00 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Terry Jackson Peterson 
Son of Andrew & Ashley 

January 8, 2021 
 

Zavian Reign Fry 
Son of Nathan & Noelle 

January 9, 2021 

PARISH CALENDARS 

The theme of our parish calendar this year is "Devotions to 
our Lady".  It has been a challenging year, but we have so 
many reasons to look forward with great hope and prayer 
to our Blessed Mother for her protection and intercession 
to our Lord, Jesus Christ.                              

Thank you to the McDonald Law Office for generously   
donating the calendars once again this year. If you would 
like a calendar please call the parish office at 608-752-
7861 extension 100, and arrange for curbside pickup.  

Students are back to class, and it’s been great to see  
everyone's smiling face and hear about Christmas.  Also, 
the little ones sure enjoyed the snow banks outside! 
 
Since our return, we have added additional supervision at 
lunch for our youngest students during lunch and the 
lunch recess.  Thank you to those parent volunteers who 
have signed up to help out in this area.  I know that there 
are reduced opportunities for parents to earn your  
volunteer hours this year, so consider signing up for the 
lunch/recess support.  The kids love to see you and the 
“extra eyes” helps enhance safety for our students. 
 
STAR testing will commence during the next couple of 
weeks.  As you may know, the STAR test is administered 
three times a school year and helps the school and parents 
measure academic growth in student learning. 
 
House Blessings with blessed chalk are associated with 
the Feast of the Epiphany and Monsignor Dan visited 
classrooms to talk with students about this tradition.  In 
his homily at Mass, Monsignor explained the meaning of 
the 12 Days of Christmas and how each day represents an 
important part of our Catholic faith.    
 
School is not in session on Monday, January 18, 2021, in 
honor of Martin Luther King Jr.  It is also the beginning of 
National Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
 
Dr. Kim Ehrhardt 
Principal 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 
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Readings for Sunday, January 17, 2021 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19 / 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20 / Jn 1:35-42 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jon 3:1-5, 10 / 1 Cor 7:29-31 / Mk 1:14-20 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day. (Jn 1:39)  

********************************************************* 
Our faith is not just about ideas. It’s really about having an 
encounter with God and, in particular, the Risen Christ! Once 
we give ourselves over to the notion of God’s presence, we 
have to train ourselves to listen for God’s voice and be  
attentive to God’s call. Having companions on our faith  
journeys is so incredibly important as they can help us  
fine-tune our listening skills and discern God’s voice from 
others we may be hearing. Faith is all about having these  
profound encounters not only with God but with our brothers 
and sisters, and creation itself. Anyone or anything that is 
alive with God’s presence becomes an occasion for God to 
speak and call us to deeper graces and experiences. “Come, 
and you will see.” 
 
The example and teaching of Jesus, the lives of the saints, 
those living among us and those glorified in heaven, and the 
wonder and beauty of creation can all serve to help us listen 
more clearly and assist in positioning ourselves for this  
profound God meeting. It is an encounter that can quickly and 
easily lead to a friendship and intimate intertwining of our 
souls to their Maker, making a claim on us like no other. Then, 
the Word of God moves from being just a body of ideas to 
something we simply accept and do. The person of Jesus 
Christ swiftly moves from being just a good prophet in word 
and deed to the incarnate presence of God Himself, the Lamb 
of God. The voice leads us to the Person behind it. 
 
The Gospel is hard to follow. We can intellectually debate 

whether what Jesus said is really what we are asked to do. 
The Gospel ideas do not always make sense in our practical, 

secular world. The person of God always does. We can debate 

the practicality and sense of ideas and doing so often keeps 
the more difficult ones at a safe distance away from us. Jesus 

said to love our enemy, but we really don’t need to do that, 
our minds try to convince us. It just doesn’t make sense. Yet, if 

we are truly in love with the God who is behind the voice of 
those words, they make perfect sense. Our deep and intimate 

love of this God would even find us laying down our lives for 
Him if necessary. Speak Lord, your servant is listening. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark, 

Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, Max Rammer, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder,  Andrew Stuehler,  
Tammy, Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth 
will not be making pastoral visits to the 
hospital, nursing homes, or to those who 
are homebound except for people who 
are end of life or are very seriously ill.  If 
you, a family member, or someone you 
know fits this description, please contact 
the parish office at 608-752-7861. 



What’s Happening 

AGRACE HOSPICE 
VIRTUAL GRIEF GROUPS 

 

From January to May, Agrace will host free, bi-weekly 
online family grief support groups. For details or to  
register, visit agrace.org/supportgroup or call  
(608) 327-7135.  
 

Child/Teen Loss Support Group, for adults with 
school-aged children/teens, meets every other 
Tuesday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

 
Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group, for adults 

with school-aged children/teens, meets every 
other Wednesday, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

 
         Sibling Loss Support Group, for children 9 to 
 18 who have lost a sibling, meets every other 
 Monday, 6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

 
          Parent/Primary Caregiver Loss Group, for     
  children 5 to 18 whose parent or primary  
  caregiver has died, meets every other Thursday, 
  6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

 

2021 Diocese of Madison  
Annual Catholic Appeal Begins 
Please Make a Generous Pledge 

 

This week, parishioners throughout the Diocese will  
receive a mailing asking for a pledge to the Annual  
Catholic Appeal to support the ministries of the Diocese 
of Madison.  
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge payable 
over 6-months to the appeal.  Your gift will help enable 
the diocese to reach its goal and provide for many  
ministries, education and services throughout the  
Diocese. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of our parish, 

diocese and the work of the Church throughout the 

world.    

 
 

May we all join together, to show our support  
of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal  
to demonstrate the Kingdom of God  

has taken root in all of our hearts  
by sharing the Good News of Jesus  

with everyone in the Diocese of Madison  
and giving generously to support  

its ministries and initiatives… 
We pray to the Lord. 

 
 

We’ll come to you ….. A Virtual Marriage Encounter 
Restore Communication 

Rekindle Romance 
Renew Commitment 

 

Apply at www.alifetimeoflove.org 
Questions?  Email allen.cindy.lukowitz@wwme.org 
Or call 262-875-8568 
 

 Thursdays  
February 18, 25 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 
Wednesday 
March 31 
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Christ Is Anything but Ordinary 
 
We’re about to dive headlong into week two of Ordinary Time, and we need to admit, after the hustle and bustle of the  
holidays, things are indeed looking more ... ordinary, at least in our spiritual lives. 
 
The transcendent highs of the Christmas season are flatlining a bit and the vivid imagery of the Nativity scene has faded.  
The solemn anticipation of the Advent season is by now a distant memory. 
 
Are you bored yet? 
 
Here’s a secret: I think that Ordinary Time can actually be quite extraordinary, if we’re really living out our baptismal call.  
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus point-blank asks Andrew, who is following him after hearing John the Baptist’s testimony: “What are 
you looking for?” He’s asking us the same question.  
 
What are you looking for? Why are you following me? Is it for the Christmas cookies and the Advent carols? Is it for the 
King’s Cake on the Epiphany? Is it for the feeling we get on Christmas when we just know God has done a wondrous thing? 
 
None of those things are bad, but they are not what Andrew was looking for, and they were not what Christ promised him 
when he said, “Come, and you will see.” Andrew was looking for the Messiah — the One who makes even Ordinary Time  
extraordinary. The One who can sanctify the longest and dullest of to-do lists, on the longest and dullest of days. The One 
whose peace can reign in our homes on January 25, not just December 25. 
 
Remember what you are looking for. Come, and you will see. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS for LPI 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, January 18 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, January 19 
  12:10 PM  James “Jimbo” Condon   
Wednesday, January 20 
   8:15 AM  Edward Vopelak  
Thursday, January 21 
   8:15 AM 
Friday, January 22 
    8:15 AM  Virginia Larson   
Saturday, January 23 
   4:30 PM  30 Years Sobriety 
Sunday, January 24 
      8:30 AM  Edward Felten 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  

6 

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, January 21 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
                                                                                                     
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

The Wisconsin Right to Life Rock County Chapter billboard 
ad will be on Milton Avenue, Janesville (facing Culver’s 
drive-up window side). The billboard will be up starting 
on 1/11/21 (weather allowing) and will remain up until 
3/7/21. 
 

It’s a photo of a cute baby with the statement: 
“One chance at life. Let me live it” along with 
“123givelife.com” which connects to phone number of  
local pregnancy helpline.  
 
 

To donate for this project, please send your donation to 
Wisconsin Right to Life, PO Box 1386, Janesville, WI  
53547-1386.  

BE STILL 
AND KNOW THAT 

I AM GOD. 
 

PSALM 46:10 


