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Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
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Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
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Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, continues to 
welcome those who may desire to learn more about our 
Catholic faith and be received into the Church through the 
sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
 
This weekend we will celebrate the Rite of Welcome here at 
St. Mary’s for Lindsey Bitorff who has been preparing to 
enter our parish RCIA program. This rite is an acceptance 
of her candidacy and her desire to share fully in the life of 
the Catholic Church.  
 
Please pray for Lindsey and all adults like her who are  
preparing for the reception into the full communion of the 
Catholic Church. May Christ be their strength in learning to 
know and follow Him. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

Wanted: Pray-ers 
 

If you are a person of prayer, have compassion, and have 
a phone, you are eligible.  The prayer network needs 
more members.  Members receive a phone call with a 
prayer intention, pass the intention on to the next  
person, and then prays for the intention.   
 

For more information and to volunteer, call Sr. Ruth at  
752-7861 Extension 103 or Many Ann Venable at        
608-754-5284. 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

High School Scheduling is currently getting under way 
with our public high schools.  Parents of current eighth 
graders will be receiving communications pertaining to 
steps to registering for high school courses.  With the 
pandemic, there are changes to the process that are  
different from the past.  Please read the material  
carefully.  Mr. Barrett is the advisor for eighth graders 
this year and can be contacted for questions.  
 
The results of the Bowling Strike Competition  
last week are in:   
 

 Seventh grade had 12 strikes and are the winners  in 
the middle school.  

 Fourth grade beat the fifth grade with 17 strikes.  
 Third grade beat the second grade with 6 strikes.  
 First grade beat the Kindergarten with 12 strikes.  
 Fourth grade is the overall school winner.   
 

Congratulations to everyone! 
 
Thanks again for all our parent helpers at lunchtime.  It’s 
great to see all of you and your assistance is appreciated. 
 
Have a great weekend and God Bless! 
 
Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Lord, we pray for those who journey to You. 

Strengthen their Faith. 

Open their hearts to the fullness of Your love. 

Deepen their understanding. 

Set their hearts afire for the Kingdom. 

We ask this through Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life for all. 

Amen. 
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Readings for Sunday, January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jon 3:1-5, 10 / 1 Cor 7:29-31 / Mk 1:14-20 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 31, 2021 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 18:15-20 / 1 Cor 7:32-35 / Mk 1:21-28 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the  
gospel. (Mk 1:15) 
********************************************************* 
It was a normal day by all accounts, but John just wasn’t  
feeling himself. He was a little lightheaded and out of sorts. 
Later in the afternoon, he experienced a sharp pain in his 
chest and arm. Quick thinking and action brought John to the 
emergency department with a diagnosis of a significant heart 
attack. Surviving this ordeal, he found himself face to face 
with his cardiologist, having an honest conversation about 
things that needed to change. “I came close to death,” John 
found himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He was a 
young man with a loving wife and children who were very 
close to facing life without him. John found himself with  
intense sorrow for living an unchecked and self-indulgent life 
that almost brought him to his demise. He wanted to change. 
 
We all have our wake-up calls. We have experiences and  
encounters that force us to really think twice about choices 
we have made and directions we have taken. Often, we find 
ourselves looking at those we have hurt square in the eye and 
wallowing in our foolishness. We regrettably realize that we 
have allowed our needs to lure us into making some cruel 
mistakes. We impulsively say things and flippantly do things 
that reveal our unredeemed and unhealed self. It is a self we 
stumble over and try to tame but can’t quite seem to master 
and control. Help! 
 

We spin our wheels, naively thinking that we will somehow, 
perhaps through persistence, get ourselves unstuck. But, we 
don’t. We just get out of the car, feeling very helpless, and 
ignorantly look at the mess we got ourselves into. Did we ever 
think to ask someone for help? Or, taken the advice of One 
who is wiser and avoid this route altogether? “Come after 
me,” are words that Jesus says to all of us. In order to heed his 
invitation, we must leave our ego-self behind and follow.  
 

When we really see and understand the freedom, peace,  

justice, and love he offers, we find ourselves with such sorrow 
in our hearts for how foolish and silly we have been. All the 

misguided choices and sinful actions come full view and we 
see how risky our random impassioned behaviors really have 

been. Repentance is beautiful. When done with a sincere and 
contrite heart, it directs us to the glory that can be ours,  

ignites us with the challenge of living a life in service of others 
and reminds us that all is well. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth 
will not be making pastoral visits to the 
hospital, nursing homes, or to those who 
are homebound except for people who 
are end of life or are very seriously ill.  If 
you, a family member, or someone you 
know fits this description, please contact 
the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 
 

Diocese of Madison 
Annual Catholic Appeal 2021 

“The Kingdom of God is at Hand” 
 

The theme for the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal of the 
Diocese of Madison is “The Kingdom of God is at Hand.” 
We ask that God guide us, and give us the ability to put 
our faith in Him to allow us the capacity to love and care 
for those in our parishes, our diocese and the Church 
throughout the world. We ask that His grace make us 
even more generous in supporting those needs.  
 

Each pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal supports  
diocesan ministries, education and services and assures 
a strong future for the Diocese of Madison and the  
people that it serves. 
 

This year each of us is asked to consider making a 
pledge, payable over six months.  Your gift will help  
enable the diocese to reach its goal and provide to the 
ministries supported by the appeal. 
 

If you received your pledge form in the mail, please  
complete it and mail it back.   
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration, and  
generous response.  
 
 

May we all join together, to show our support  
of this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal  
to demonstrate the Kingdom of God  

has taken root in all of our hearts  
by sharing the Good News of Jesus  

with everyone in the Diocese of Madison  
and giving generously to support  

its ministries and initiatives… 
We pray to the Lord. 

 ♦ Don’t let Covid keep you from taking time for your 
 relationship.  Join us for a virtual WWME experience 
 from the comfort of your home. 
 ♦ Want to put the romance back into your relationship?   

♦ The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend offers 
married couples an opportunity to get off the treadmill 
of life and focus on each other.  
♦ It is a chance to look deeply into your relationship 
with each other and with God. 
♦ Sign up today to attend a virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter from the comfort of your home during Lent, 

February 18 - March 31 once per week for roughly 2 

hours each.  Upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekends are April 9-11 in Brookfield, WI and June  

25-27 in Geneva, IL. 
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Rock County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 

During the last few years, Rock County has become more active and organized 
against the crime of human trafficking.  In 2017, the Rock County Anti-Human 
Trafficking task force was formed.   
 

The task force group, which is non-profit, is made up of representatives from 
school districts, law enforcement agencies, emergency service agencies,     
hospitals and health care facilities, juvenile justice, county judges, attorneys, 
and advocates.  Their goal is to develop and maintain a community network 
that serves to educate, prevent, and respond to youth who have been or are at 
risk of being trafficked.  One of the biggest deterrents to human traffickers is 
knowing that people are aware of it and looking out for it in an area.  
 

Visit our website at www.fighthumantrafficking.org, or our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/RCAHTTF, where you’ll view photos, events, missing   
persons, news stories and links, suggestions, and much more.  Check it out.  
Perhaps you will learn something you did not know about this horrible crime.   
 

Community contributions are critical.  If you’d like to contribute to our       
mission, please contact Cecilia Dever at cdever@community-action.org or    
608-313-1300. No gift is too small in helping us do our work. 

NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE 
 

1-888-373-7888 
OR TEXT 233733 

(BE FREE) 
 

24/7—CONFIDENTIAL 
Interpreters Available 

JANUARY is Human Trafficking Awareness Month 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 In 2016, 1 out of every 6 runaways reported to the National Center for  
     Missing and Exploited Children were likely sex trafficking victims? 
 

 According to the U.S. Department of Justice the average age of the  
        children being groomed and sold for sex is 12-14. 
 

 63% of sex trafficking victims are sold online. 
 

 Sex trafficking is in Rock County. 
 

RED FLAGS 
Chronic Runaway - Excessive amount of cash - Carries multiple hotel keys - Signs of  
branding (tattoos, jewelry) - Restricted or scripted communication - Lying about age/
false identification or inconsistencies - Typically has someone with them at all times; 
this may seem controlling - Appears scared or nervous, may not make eye contact - Lack    
of knowledge about where they are and why - Signs of psychological trauma and abuse: 
anxiety, depression, thoughts of suicide, panic attacks, or lack of emotion.         

 SEX TRAFFICKING 
 Hotel-Based Commercial Sex 
 Fake Massage Businesses 
 Street-Based Commercial Sex 
 Residential Brothels 
 Truck Stops 
 Escort Services 
 
 LABOR TRAFFICKING 
 Domestic Work 
 Agriculture 
 Traveling Sales Crew 
 Health & Beauty Services 
 Restaurants 
 Construction 

A PRAYER FOR LIFE 
 

Father and maker of all, you adorn all  
creation with splendor and beauty, and  
fashion human lives in your image and  
likeness.  Awaken in every heart reverence for 
the work of your hands, and renew among your 
people a readiness to nurture and sustain your 
precious gift of life.  Grant this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 

WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING? 
Victims are forced to provide labor or  
commercial sex  in many situations,  
including the following venues/industries: 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, January 25 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, January 26 
  12:10 PM   
Wednesday, January 27 
   8:15 AM   
Thursday, January 28 
   8:15 AM  Frank Weix 
Friday, January 29 
    8:15 AM  Dave Wanninger  
Saturday, January 30 
   4:30 PM   
Sunday, January 31 
      8:30 AM  Rick Stowe 
  10:30 AM   
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, January 28 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
                                                                                                     
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

 
 
Deepen your faith with the Catholic Herald!   
Do you receive the Diocese of Madison Catholic Herald 
newspaper?  If you don’t and you would like to, please call 
the parish office at 752-7861 and we’ll see that it gets  
delivered to your home every week.  The cost of a one-year 
subscription is $22.  Please submit your payment directly 
to Nativity of Mary parish, with a note requesting a new 
subscription.   If you already receive the Catholic Herald, but 
no longer wish to, please let us know that and we’ll cancel 
your subscription.  Thank you. 

PARISH CALENDARS 

The theme of our parish calendar this year is "Devotions to 
our Lady".  It has been a challenging year, but we have so 
many reasons to look forward with great hope and prayer 
to our Blessed Mother for her protection and intercession 
to our Lord, Jesus Christ.                              

Thank you to the McDonald Law Office for generously   
donating the calendars once again this year. If you would 
like a calendar please call the parish office at 608-752-
7861 extension 100, and arrange for curbside pickup.  

When making your estate plans, or funeral  

pre-arrangements, please remember to include 
Nativity of Mary as a memorial. 
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608-756-4191
2307 Milton Ave 

Janesville

 

 

 

Water Softeners 

 Water Heaters • Bottled Water 

Service - Sales - Rentals 

Over 60 years of service 

www.edwaterworks.com 

752-4718

 

• Roofing 
   Shingles/Flat 
• Siding 
   Vinyl/Overhangs/Trim 
• Insulation 
• Rain Gutters

26 S Arch St. 754-3385

ADAMS
Since 1941  

608.752.8359
4721 E. Milwaukee St. 
Janesville, WI 53546

Hours: Mon-Fri: 7 - 5:30 
Saturday: 7 - Noon

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

JANESVILLE, WI               Est. 1958
+Tree & stump removal
+Professional Tree Diagnosis
+Winter snow removal

608-754-2312 www.lptree.com

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Cozumel Mexican 
Restaurant

2900 Deerfield Dr., Suite 190 
Janesville, WI 53546 

(608) 756-9442

Hours:  
Mon.-Sat. 11AM - 10PM 

Sun. 11AM-9PM

STEVEN T. CAYA
Personal Injury Attorney

100 S. Main St. • PO BOX 8100
Janesville, WI 53547-8100

(800) 754-8110
scaya@nowlan.com

www.injurylawyerwi.com

• • Bird Seed   
• • Softener Salt

We Deliver

975 S. Jackson St., Janesville, WI 
Parishioner             752-3058

 

A Family Tradition since 1885

 • Neal J. Schneider • Emily Leifer 

 • Andi Emmel  • Andy Snow 

 • Heidi Mannion • Merrie O’Brien 

www.schneiderfuneraldirectors.com

1800 E. Racine St.     608-754-4444

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Nativity of Mary Church
nativitymary.weshareonline.org

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952
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Denny’s Auto Center LLC
MORRIS OLSEN        JESSIE DAVIS

SPECIALISTS ON
• AUTOMATIC AND MANUAL 
 TRANSMISSIONS 
• CLUTCH WORK 
 - FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
• REAR AXLE REPAIR • 4X4 REPAIR

In Business for 53 Years

(608) 754-0661
420 W. MILWAUKEE ST • JANESVILLE, WI 

www.dennysautocenter.com
 

DeDicateD to GivinG  
Peace of MinD  

Personal choice 
lower cost

FREE Pre-Planning Offered

(608) 754-8700 

WWW.866ALLFAITHS.COM

mercyhealthsystem.org

(608) 756-6100

Parishioner

NOW ENROLLING 
CLASS 2018-2019

OFFERING S.T.E.M./P4J & 
BEFORE & AFTER CARE

LEARN GROW SERVE
www.StMarySchoolWI.com 
info@StMarySchoolWI.com 
or call us @ 608 754 5221

119 N. Main St. • Downtown Janesville 
www.block42janesville.com

Donna Panico 
Real Estate Broker

(608) 921-0502
4435 N. Milton Ave. 

Janesville, WI  
donnapanico@gmail.com

www.donnapanico.com

MANDY LUX 
REALTOR®
Cell: 608.290.3320
 

mandy@c21affiliated.com 

2715 Kennedy Road 
Janesville, WI 53545


