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February 7, 2021  •  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Josephine Bakhita’s Story 
 

On February 8th, the Church celebrates St. Josephine 
Bakhita. As a young girl, St. Josephine was kidnapped 
from her family in Darfur and sold into slavery at age 
nine. She was introduced to Catholicism as an adolescent 
and experienced a profound love for Jesus Christ.  
 
St. Josephine eventually gained legal freedom and entered 
religious life. Though she bore over one hundred scars 
beneath her habit, St. Josephine forgave her enemies and 
became known in the convent for her humility and joyful 
spirit.   

 
Author Fr. Jeff Kirby writes, "Saint Josephine gives us all a 
scarred and human face to the evils of human trafficking, 
racial tension, and of the brutality found in the  
peripheries. Her life demands a response."  
 
The first steps toward her beatification began in 1959. 
She was beatified in 1992 and canonized eight years later. 

 

“Be good, love the Lord,  

pray for those who do not know Him.  

What a great grace it is to know God!”  

- Saint Josephine Bakhita 

 

 

 

 
 

International Day of Prayer and Awareness  
against Human Trafficking is February 8th 
 
Human Trafficking Search Resource: 
 

Ignorance is Not A Reason To Ignore Slavery, Trafficking 
or Child Labor.  You can Stop Human Trafficking.  
Learn the Signs, Get Involved, Spread Awareness.  
Find the Resources and Tools You Need to Join the Fight 
and Stop Human Trafficking. Sign-Up For Email Updates. 
Search the Database. Read Our Blog. 

 

Ad·www.humantraffickingsearch.org/ 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

February brings the 2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic  
Appeal announcement this weekend. Our parish goal is 
$56,225.00. Commitment weekend will include a video 
presentation at our Masses on February 13th and 14th 
along with a presentation by Mr. Bob Kennedy, our parish 
chair for this year’s ACA.  
 
All parishioners should receive a letter containing an  
explanation of the Appeal’s importance to the ongoing 
work and mission of the Catholic Church in our parishes 
and our Diocese along with an envelope to use for our  
individual financial contribution in support of this year’s 
Appeal. There will also be an envelope in your Catholic  
Herald if needed for any reason. 
 
We have much to celebrate, even in these trying days of the 
pandemic and it’s wide ranging impact over this past year. 
It is the gift of our faith and your generous support while 
Covd19 restrictions have limited attendance and  
participation that have brought us through as members of 
St. Mary’s parish family. Thank you for this.  
 
With our generous support of this year’s Annual Catholic 
Appeal we will help assure the availability of the material 
and spiritual resources needed to continue to maintain and 
strengthen the work of Jesus Christ in our lives and in the 
world. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

 
 
 
 

Edward Williams was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember him, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” earlier this year, to 
email parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 
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Readings for Sunday, February 7, 2021 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 / 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 / Mk 1:29-39 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, February 14, 2021 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 / 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 / Mk 1:40-45 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he 
drove out many demons,     not permitting them to speak  
because they knew him. (Mk 1:34) 
********************************************************* 
If I only knew then what I know now, how different life would be. 
This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is found on every  
human being’s lips at one point or another. Life may have 
brought us to a vulnerable place where we see some of the poor 
choices we made and the effects they are having. Perhaps we fell 
into some destructive and dysfunctional relationships or  
behaviors and are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and 
passion for life may have drifted away and we are waking up to 
the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be hard. In fact, some 
would describe their lives as a drudgery. They walk through each 
day with an anxious unsettledness, wondering when their  
restlessness will cease. There is a temptation to believe that what 
I see is all I will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. 
If I could only have known what would come in the future, I 
could have made better choices and avoided all of this misery! 
 
Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin,  
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stumble over 
ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t make the mistake of 
wallowing in the mire of self-pity and realize the new life God is 
calling us to, then there are thrills, adventures, surprises, and 
soul-searching graces we can surely miss. We are not tethered to 
our past nor are we bound to the ills life can bring upon us. We 
are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our myopic 
vision only allows us to see the misery and misfortune that is 
before us, not the potential that can come from choosing  
healthier and more life-giving options. Jesus came that we might 
have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ 
hand and let him help us to our feet. 
 
We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have to 
wrestle with our histories, agonize and search and cry out for the 

Divine healing we need to restore our faith, hope, and love. Job 
could not see how his story would end or trust the guidance of 
the God who called him. We live in that same blindness and  

suffer from the same lack of confidence. Once we allow ourselves 
to be touched by God’s healing power, we begin to see that all of 

the pieces of our lives are necessary parts of a greater whole. 
Along the way of our lives, God uses our omissions and failures 
to create new things and possibilities. When doors close, others 

open and we can be amazed by the joyful and unexpected  
surprises we receive. Once we know the power of God’s creative, 

healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it is no  
wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of others and 
show them what life can be. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth 
will not be making pastoral visits to the 
hospital, nursing homes, or to those who 
are homebound except for people who 
are end of life or are very seriously ill.  If 
you, a family member, or someone you 
know fits this description, please contact 
the parish office at 608-752-7861. 







Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, February 8 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 9 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas 
Wednesday, February 10 
   8:15 AM  Morgan Families 
Thursday, February 11 
   8:15 AM  Special Intention 
Friday, February 12 
    8:15 AM  Clara & Roman Szerlong 
Saturday, February 13 
   4:30 PM  Thomas Berner—1 Year   
Sunday, February 14 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Howard Liston   
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, February 11 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
                                                                                                     
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Weekend Masses are livestreamed at our website and 
on Facebook.  Recorded Masses are accessible as well.   
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

 
Join ECHO for an online Silent Auction,  
February 1-10, 2021. 
For more information,  
visit www.echojanesville.org 

“It is an act of justice  

for the rich to help the poor.” 
 

- Saint Josephine Bakhita 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live

