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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 

of 

2021 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
Diocese of Madison 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Ash Wednesday this week will look a little different. 
You and I will be invited to be sprinkled with ashes rather 
than signed with them. In light of Covid-19 it is  
recommended that ashes not be applied to the forehead 
but, rather, using another longstanding option, to have 
them sprinkled on the top of our heads.  
 
So, the familiar words, “Turn away from sin and be faithful 
to the Gospel” will be proclaimed at the beginning for  
everyone in attendance. Then, those who wish may silently 
come forward and be sprinkled with a few grains of ashes.  
 
This Lent will be different in some ways. However, it  
promises to be that same grace filled time for all of us to 
pray, fast and give alms as in the past. For all of us together.  
 
When we allow this holy time of forty days to, once again, 
remind us, renew us and restore us in Jesus Christ, we can 
fully embrace His desire for us. To take on His identity in 
who we are. To take on His mission in what we do. And, to 
join in His destiny to be at the heavenly banquet with God 
Our Father, forever.  
 
May you have a blessed Lent. Let us pray for one another 
and all the people of the world. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

 
 
 
 

Mary Farley was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

St. Mary School had another successful celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week 2021.  Special thanks for our CSW 
Planning Committee that included:  Mrs. Olson, Mrs.  
Fisher and Mrs. Hodge.  Also, appreciations to Michael and 
Erin Pierce for sponsoring the famous breakfast lunch. 
   
The Parent Teacher Conference Sign-Up was recently 
published for you to schedule your February 18, 2021 
conferences with your child’s teacher.  We will follow the 
same conference format as in the fall.  Mrs. Fisher is not 
able to be with us for this conference time, but is available 
before or after school for individual parent conferences 
per your request.  You can reach Mrs. Fisher at 608-754-
5221 x126 or email her at kfisher@stmaryschoolwi.com 
to schedule a conference.  
 
Thanks again for all our parent helpers at lunch this 
week.  It’s great to see all of you and your assistance is 
appreciated.  New sign-up sheets were published the pre-
vious week.   
 
Have a great weekend and God Bless! 

The Kingdom of God is at Hand 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal 
Diocese of Madison 
 
Your faith has been a part of you since you were born and 
baptized into a life in Christ.  The ACA is there to support 
this faith every step of the way. 
 

Your support of our Annual Catholic Appeal demonstrates 
that the Kingdom of God has taken root in your heart. 
 
WATCH a video of Bishop Donald Hying traveling 
around the diocese, talking about how the money  
collected through the ACA directly affects members of 
our community.   
Go to: https://youtu.be/SCR-XvizTt4  
 
Ways to give: 
 

Cash Donations: Make checks payable to the  
Diocese of Madison 
Credit Card: Call 608-821-3042 
Matching Gift: Contact your company to determine if 
they have this program 
Planned Gift: Contact Jill McNally at 608-821-3039 to 
discuss gift options 
Online: Visit madisondiocese.org/acagive  

“It is love alone  
    that counts!” 
 

 - St. Therese  

mailto:kfisher@stmaryschoolwi.com
https://youtu.be/SCR-XvizTt4
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Readings for Sunday, February 14, 2021 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 / 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 / Mk 1:40-45 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, February 21, 2021 
First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 9:8-15 / 1 Pt 3:18-22 / Mk 1:12-15 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean. 
(Mk 1:42) 
********************************************************* 
The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the sacredness of 
all human life. Everyone created by God is fashioned in God’s 
image and has Divine DNA at the center of their soul. God never 
leaves what God creates but always remains intimately bound to 
what he has given form. Everyone has a place and because they 
have received the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel 
inferior, unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. Even the 
most broken of souls has a place. We, the Body of Christ, have the 
privilege and responsibility to give voice to the voiceless. The 
cries of the little one in his or her mother’s womb are just as  
sacred as the cries of one who is homeless and hungry. The  
migrant deserves our attention as much as the forgotten elderly 
and even the prisoner, with a heart hardened by anger and  
resentment, deserves respect and dignity. 
 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would rather 
keep those we consider unclean, different or unfixable in a place 
by themselves. It is hard to see them with us, but they deserve to 
be. There is far too much violence in this world and the result of 
that violence is the assault on human life. Many are forced to 
leave the place they call home in search of safer ground, finding 
few if any along the way who will help them. How different  
today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to what was  
politically correct at that time. The leper would have been turned 
away and a soul, already beaten down by disease and fear, would 
have experienced an even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have 
captured much attention from anyone, nor would he have  
mirrored the Father’s compassion and love. 
 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least understand 

that God’s vision is often in conflict with the vision put forth in 
our world and even the one we advance ourselves? There is no 
doubt that it is incredibly challenging to find a place for everyone 

at the table. This challenge is compounded when the systems of 
operation and structure that are so ingrained in us affirm power 

and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice. Everything  
really goes askew when the powerful begin to control who is 
entitled to wholeness and inclusion, and greed becomes a driving 

force. Prejudice and entitlement raise their ugly heads and we 
find ourselves with quite a mess. It’s time to admit that things 
have been a mess for a very long time. The mess needs to be 

healed, not by erasing it but by allowing God to touch it and 
make it whole. We need to bring God back to the center of life 

where God belongs. There are no easy solutions to the world’s 
dilemmas. But, knowing that wholeness, healing, and dignity are 
worthy pursuits, we can more confidently labor to achieve God’s 

vision. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kunkle, Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth 
will not be making pastoral visits to the 
hospital, nursing homes, or to those who 
are homebound except for people who 
are end of life or are very seriously ill.  If 
you, a family member, or someone you 
know fits this description, please contact 
the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2021….   

                                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, and Saturday mornings from 
9:30 am to 10:30 am. Donations to the Special Collections should be placed in a separate envelope or marked in the memo section 
of the check.  

 
Feb. 17, 2021 - Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m. Mass 
12:10 p.m. Word Service with ashes,  
6:15 p.m. Mass 
 
Feb. 19, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
Feb. 20 & Feb. 21 2021 - First Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: ECHO 
 
Feb. 21 – Feb. 26, 2021 – Sun. thru Fr. 
Lenten Mission with Bishop Hying – St. John Vianney 
 
Feb. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
Feb. 27 & 28, 2021 – Second Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Project 16:49 
  
March 05, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 06 & 07, 2021 – Third Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: House of Mercy 
 
March. 12, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 13 & 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Healthnet 
 
March 18, 2021 – Thursday 
6:15 p.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. William 

March. 19, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass  
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 20 & 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
March. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 27, 2021 – Saturday 
9:00 a.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. John Vianney 
  
March 27 & 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 
 
March 31, 2021 – Wednesday 
2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students   
 
April 01, 2021 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 
 
April 02, 2021 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
 
April 03, 2021 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 04, 2021 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
April 11, 2021 - Sunday 
1:30 p.m. – Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. – Divine Mercy Mass  



What’s Happening 
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Stations of the Cross 
 

Join us in praying the Stations of the Cross on  
Fridays during Lent, following the 8:15 Mass  
and 8:45 Adoration. 
 

 

Friday, February 19 at 9:15 am 
Friday, February 26 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 5 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 12 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 19 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 26 at 9:15 am 
 

Living Stations, with St. Mary School students 
Wednesday, March 31 at 2:00 pm in the church. 

8:15 AM Mass 
12:10 PM Prayer Service with Ashes 
6:15 PM  Mass 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

 Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to 
fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

 

 Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
 possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to 

a single full meal. 
 

 Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat 
on all Fridays during Lent. 

IT’S NOT WHAT YOU GIVE UP 
It’s Who You Become 

 

A Life-Changing Lenten Experience 
 

Embrace a deeper, more spiritually rewarding life, and 
lose yourself in God this Lent.  Visit BestLentEver.com 
to take the first step toward unlocking your God-given 
potential. 
 

Join Matthew Kelly and the Dynamic Catholic team for 
BEST LENT EVER—a free series of emails and video 
reflections that will help you to discover or rediscover 
God through prayer. 

Lenten Special Collection  
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second collection each Sunday during Lent.  Please consider 
giving toward these as a concrete way of showing love and 
care for others.   
 

Next weekend, we will be collecting for E.C.H.O.— 
“Everyone Cooperating to Help Others”.  ECHO was  
originally started in late 1969 by Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald of 
our very own St. Mary’s Parish “to meet the needs of the 
poor, the elderly, the disadvantaged and the handicapped.” 
 

2020 Service Snapshot: 
3,463,485 meals provided  
444 months of rent paid to keep families housed  
119 people assisted during homeless street outreach 
4,308 nights in a local motel for the homeless 
 

Stay up-to-date and learn more about ECHO and their  
mission by visiting their website at www.echojanesville.org. 

“You Will Be My Witness “ 
 

LENTEN MISSION with Bishop Donald Hying 
Hosted by St. John Vianney Church 
 

FEBRUARY 21-25, 6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Sunday:  Jesus Christ as the Good News  
     of the Father’s Love 
Monday: The glory and the graciousness  
   of creation 
Tuesday: The cosmic shipwreck of Original Sin 
Wednesday: The Christ event as the divine rescue 
Thursday: Discipleship—Our response to  
         God’s offer of salvation 
 

Due to limited seating, registration is required.    
Visit https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-lenten to make your  
reservation as a member of St. Mary’s congregation, or 
call Sharlet in the parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100. 
 

Registered attendees are invited to arrive early for  
Adoration and Confession, 5:00-6:00 PM. 
 

THE MISSION WILL BE STREAMED LIVE AT: 
Facebook.com/saintjohnvianneyparish 
Youtube.com/sjvjanesville 

“Apart from the cross, there is no other  
ladder by which we may go to heaven.” 
 
    - St. Rose of Lima 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, February 15 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 16 
  12:10 PM   
Ash Wednesday, February 17 
   8:15 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
   6:15 PM  Michael Warner 
Thursday, February 18 
   8:15 AM  Gordon Wolf Families  
Friday, February 19 
    8:15 AM  Dave Wanninger 
Saturday, February 20 
   4:30 PM  James Fox—1 Year   
Sunday, February 21 
      8:30 AM  Janette and Robert Zahn 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Virtual Aging Mastery Program 
 

FREE class offered by the Council on Aging.  A fun,  
innovative, five week, ten session class for adults 50 and 
over.  Empower yourself to take key steps to improve 
your well being, add stability to your life, strengthen ties 
to your community and meet new friends.  
 

Thursday, February 18 through Thursday, March 18 
from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
 
 

***Class starts this week, so if you are interested, 
please call Paula right away at 608-757-5416, or 
email her at paula.schutt@co.rock.wi.us to register! 

 
 
 
FREE Virtual Event: “Steering Into the Skid”  
presented by Wisconsin’s Caregiver Support Programs. 
This is a one act play about memory loss including the  
performance and facilitated discussion to help you learn 
more and increase awareness, as well as provide  
valuable resources for you, your family or friends who 
are experiencing the effects of memory loss.   
 

February 25, 2021 at 6:00 PM 
 

Reservations are required, attendance is limited. 
Reserve tickets at: 
https://skid-rockcounty-02252021.eventbrite.com,  
Or contact the Rock Council on Aging at 608-758-8455. 

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

8:15 AM Mass 
12:10 Ashes Service 

6:15 PM Mass 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, February 25 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
                                                                                                     
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

“Lord Jesus, make us capable  
      of loving as you love.” 
 

   - Pope Francis 


