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Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
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Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
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Prayer Network 
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Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Parish missions have a good history in the Catholic Church. 
Every three years or so a parish would invite a missionary 
priest to provide a week long evening of preachings on 
spiritual themes. This would be accompanied by the priest 
making home visits to those not able to attend and meeting 
with parishioners individually or in groups.  
 
Hearing someone new and enjoying the experience of  
gathering together for a week of evenings allows for more 
sharing and interaction on the part of those who  
participate. 
 
Inviting Bishop Hying to spend a week of Lent 2021 with all 
of us in Janesville is a very special gift and opportunity,  
especially in this time of pandemic. We thank Father 
Arinze, pastor of our neighbor, St. John Vianney parish for 
making this possible. 
 
St. Mary’s joins all of our Catholic community and the 
broader Janesville community in welcoming Bishop Hying 
and thanking him for leading what promises to be a  
memorable Lenten mission for us all. 
 
Please consult our bulletin and Flock Notes for updated 
information and more details. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

 
 
 
 

Janet Edwards was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we began using “Flocknote” to email  
parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 

 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 29    

01-17-2021 15,768.00 11,635.00 4,133.00 

YTD $330,865.00 337,415.00 -6,550.00 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 28    

01-10-2021 $13,158.00 11,635.00 1,523.00 

YTD $315,097.00 325,780.00 -22,318.00 

 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 30-31    

01-24/01-31 
2021 19,843.00 23,270.00 -3,427.00 

YTD $350,708.00 360,685.00 -9,977.00 

 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  
His mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning;  
great is Your faithfulness.”   
 

      Lamentations 3:22-23 
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Readings for Sunday, February 21, 2021 
First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 9:8-15 / 1 Pt 3:18-22 / Mk 1:12-15 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, February 28, 2021 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 / Rom 8:31b-34 / Mk 9:2-10 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained in 
the desert for 40 days,  tempted by Satan. (Mk 1:12-13) 
 

********************************************************* 
St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” 
These powerful words provide the perfect framework for a  
conversion oriented Lenten experience. God is giving us this  
Lenten sign to stop being concerned about what you have and 
focus on who you are. This requires that we create a desert space 
and listen more attentively for God to reveal His presence. It is all 
so wonderfully simple on the one hand and so incredibly  
challenging on the other. The message is simple: love God,  
neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great sense, but we 
struggle translating them into reality. Our attachments,  
compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines, and busyness all 
anchor us to the “idol of the self,” keeping us mired in our  
compulsive need for self-aggrandizement. It’s not about us! 
 

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the  
relationship He has with His people. He called us into being,  
nurtures us in being, and sustains us in being. Without the  
Loving Divine Presence, all life would cease. Once we slow down 
a bit and clear away some of the clutter, we can see how the  
journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what brings us in and 
out of tune with God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s 
loving fidelity in our relationship with Him. In short, we will see 
our myopic short sightedness and figure out how we can better 
share the Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t just about 
giving stuff up for forty days and indulging again at Easter. We 
need to push things much farther and wrestle with the question 
of how we can be more. “Being more” means becoming more 
fully alive and in touch with the holiness of life and the divinity 
that lives in and empowers all beings and things. It is realizing 
that the “quality” of our presence is crucial to being an effective 
witness and herald of God’s unconditional love. 
 

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that the 

wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly fight to keep 
things the way they are, to return to the former ways of doing 
things or restore some nostalgic fantasy memory of “life in the 

good old days.” Lent isn’t about maintaining what we have or 
returning to something that is gone. It’s about becoming  
something new. It’s about being more focused, centered,  

convicted, and grounded so that we can be a person who truly 
loves and treasures being made in the image of God. The secret 

to Gospel living is not found in accumulating anything for  
ourselves, even merit points for heaven. Gospel living means 
learning how to live with less so that others can live with more. 

The thought of permanently giving something up makes us feel 
uncomfortable. Truth often does. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kitelinger, Rosemary Ludwig,  

Pat & Mark, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2021….   

                                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, and Saturday mornings from 
9:30 am to 10:30 am. Donations to the Special Collections should be placed in a separate envelope or marked in the memo section 
of the check.  
 
 
Feb. 20 & Feb. 21 2021 - First Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: ECHO 
 
Feb. 21 – Feb. 25, 2021 – Sun. thru Thurs. 
Lenten Mission with Bishop Hying – St. John Vianney 
 
Feb. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
Feb. 27 & 28, 2021 – Second Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Project 16:49 
  
March 05, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 06 & 07, 2021 – Third Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: House of Mercy 
 
March. 12, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 13 & 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Healthnet 
 
March 18, 2021 – Thursday 
6:15 p.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. William 
 
March. 19, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass  
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 20 & 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

 Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to 
fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

 

 Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
 possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to 

a single full meal. 
 

 Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat 
on all Fridays during Lent. 

March. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 27, 2021 – Saturday 
9:00 a.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. John Vianney 
  
March 27 & 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 
 
March 31, 2021 – Wednesday 
2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students   
 
April 01, 2021 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 
 
April 02, 2021 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
 
April 03, 2021 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 04, 2021 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
April 11, 2021 - Sunday 
1:30 p.m. – Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. – Divine Mercy Mass  



What’s Happening 
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Stay connected to St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Go to www.nativitymary.org for parish information,  
bulletins, uplifting stories, current news and other relevant 
Catholic content.  Check in frequently to view the video  
series “A Moment with the Bishop”.  Here, Bishop Hying  
takes a few minutes with us, nearly every day, to reflect on 
the gospel, scripture, the sacraments and more, delivering  
worthwhile messages about our Catholic faith directly to  
parishioners of the Madison diocese.   
 

A link to our Facebook page, as well as one to St. Mary 
School’s website can be found here, too.   
 

 

Weekend Masses are livestreamed at our website and 
on Facebook.  Recorded Masses are accessible as well.   
 

Other Live Stream and Televised Masses: 
 

WISC-TV / Channel 3000 Sunday 6:00 AM 
TVW and Direct TV 14 Sunday 7:00 AM 
EWTN Live Weekdays at 7:OO AM  
(replays during the day) 
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Join us in praying the Stations of the Cross on  
Fridays during Lent, following the 8:15 Mass  
and 8:45 Adoration. 
 

 

Friday, February 26 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 5 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 12 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 19 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 26 at 9:15 am 
 

Living Stations, with St. Mary 
School students 
Wednesday, March 31 at 2:00 pm in the church. 

IT’S NOT WHAT YOU GIVE UP 
It’s Who You Become 

 

A Life-Changing Lenten Experience 
 

Embrace a deeper, more spiritually rewarding life, and 
lose yourself in God this Lent.  Visit BestLentEver.com 
to take the first step toward unlocking your God-given 
potential. 
 

Join Matthew Kelly and the Dynamic Catholic team for 
BEST LENT EVER—a free series of emails and video 
reflections that will help you to discover or rediscover 
God through prayer. 

Lenten Special Collection  
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second collection each Sunday during Lent.  Please consider 
giving toward these as a concrete way of showing love and 
care for others.   
 

Next weekend, we will be collecting for Project 16:49.   
 

Project 16:49 is a local non-profit organization serving Rock 
County’s unaccompanied homeless teens. We believe every 
child deserves an opportunity to succeed. To that end,  
Project 16:49 ensures access to the services and support 
these students need to remain in school, graduate and  
become self-sufficient adults.   
 

For more information, please visit www.project1649.org. 

“You Will Be My Witnesses “ 
 

LENTEN MISSION with Bishop Donald Hying 
Hosted by St. John Vianney Church 
 

FEBRUARY 21-25, 6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Sunday:  Jesus Christ as the Good News  
     of the Father’s Love 
Monday: The glory and the graciousness  
   of creation 
Tuesday: The cosmic shipwreck of Original Sin 
Wednesday: The Christ event as the divine rescue 
Thursday: Discipleship—Our response to  
         God’s offer of salvation 
 

Due to limited seating, registration is required.    
Visit https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4DABA82CABFE3-lenten to make your  
reservation as a member of St. Mary’s congregation, or 
call Sharlet in the parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100. 
 

Registered attendees are invited to arrive early for  
Adoration and Confession, 5:00-6:00 PM. 
 

THE MISSION WILL BE STREAMED LIVE AT: 
Facebook.com/saintjohnvianneyparish 
Youtube.com/sjvjanesville 

E.C.H.O. Community Meal 
Every month, E.C.H.O. sponsors a 
meal for anyone in need in our 
community.  St. John Lutheran 
Church in Janesville always hosts 
the meal, but many local churches take a turn in providing 
and serving the meal. 
 

Nativity of Mary will serve the ECHO Community meal on 
Saturday Feb. 27at 12 noon. Due to precautions, this year 
the meal is a carryout meal.  A small number of volunteers 
will be preparing and serving the meal.  A big shout out to 
these generous volunteers. 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, February 22 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, February 23 
  12:10 PM   
Wednesday, February 24 
   8:15 AM   
Thursday, February 25 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, February 26 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, February 27 
   4:30 PM  Vincent McKeown 
Sunday, February 28 
      8:30 AM  Thomas Berner 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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FREE Virtual Event: “Steering Into the Skid”  
presented by Wisconsin’s Caregiver Support Programs. 
This is a one act play about memory loss including the  
performance and facilitated discussion to help you learn 
more and increase awareness, as well as provide  
valuable resources for you, your family or friends who 
are experiencing the effects of memory loss.   
 

February 25, 2021 at 6:00 PM 
 

Reservations are required, attendance is limited. 
Reserve tickets at: 
https://skid-rockcounty-02252021.eventbrite.com,  
Or contact the Rock Council on Aging at 608-758-8455. 

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, February 25 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while 
in the communion line at Mass. The Vicar General of the  
Diocese of Madison advises, “A communicant should 
only remove one’s mask in preparation to receive Holy  
Communion as the person immediately in front of the  
communicant is receiving Holy Communion. So, the  
communicant should keep one’s mask on in the  
communion line prior to that point in time. The  
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the 
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”  
                                                                                                     
Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet 
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
  

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of 
our parishioners and guests safe. 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Wanted: Pray-ers 
 

If you are a person of prayer, have compassion, and have 
a phone, you are eligible.  The prayer network needs 
more members.  Members receive a phone call with a 
prayer intention, pass the intention on to the next  
person, and then prays for the intention.   
 

For more information and to volunteer, call Sr. Ruth at  
752-7861 Extension 103 or Many Ann Venable at        
608-754-5284. 

“Fasting makes sense if it really chips away at our 
security and, as a consequence, benefits someone 
else, if it helps us cultivate the style of the good 
Samaritan, who bent down to his brother in need, 
and took care of him.”      
           -Pope Francis 


