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Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
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St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 
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                                                  & 5:00 pm 
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St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 
This week, one year ago, was about the time when we all 
began to focus our attention most seriously on so many 
rapid changes that were resulting from the spread of the 
Corona virus in our country.  
 

It is possible that some of us remember the last family or 
friends gatherings before social distancing changed this 
and brought so much stressful isolation into our lives. What 
a year it has been, especially here at St. Mary’s where the 
routine of Mass attendance has been so visibly interrupted 
on the weekends. Where meetings and instruction in our 
education programs have been changed by virtual  
participation. As the season of spring now approaches, may 
we benefit from a new beginning and continue to be  
making the all important strides in controlling COVID-19. 
 

St. Patrick and St. Joseph feast days this week are a very 
timely reminder of how we have so many outstanding  
intercessors to receive our requests for prayers. Prayers 
for health and healing and trust in the Lord whose love and 
protection for everyone is ours to cherish as we journey 
through Lent. Lent, the old English word for Spring. 
 

Let us pray for all from our parish to be confirmed this 
weekend. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

 

    

Week 35    

02-28-2021 13,471.00 11,635.00 1,836.00 

YTD $402,390.00 407,225.00 -4,835.00 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2020-2021 

             Received     Budgeted     Variance 

Week 32    

02-07-2021 $7,376.00 11,635.00 -4,259.00 

YTD $358,084.00 372,320.00 -14,236.00 

“Do you wish to rise?  Begin by descending.  You 
plan a tower that will pierce the clouds?  Lay first 
the foundation of humility.” 
 

    - St. Augustine 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of March 5, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $27,139.00. 
 

We have already paid in $17,292.33. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$39,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
102, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

During the month of March St. Mary School invites families 
to enroll at our school for the 2021-22 school year by  
completing the enrollment forms including in the family 
packet.  The deadline for completion of the enrollment is 
April 14, 2021.  New families to our school should contact 
the school office at 608-754-5221 and ask for enrollment 
information.  
 

A special welcome to Edward Kinzelman who joined Mrs. 
Olson’s first grade last week.  Edward and his family  
recently moved from Racine, Wisconsin to Janesville.   
Welcome Edward! 
 

You can tell that we are getting closer to St. Patrick’s Day 
because Sister Mary starts teaching/reviewing the Irish Jig 
with all the students of St. Mary School.  Ask your student 
how they are doing with this annual activity.  
 

As students and staff at St. Mary School continue our  
Lenten Journey with the theme of Helping Hands we ask the 
Holy Spirit to guide us with all our multiple efforts to  
become more Christ-like with our actions.   
 

We are working hard to prepare for our annual presenta-
tion of the Living Stations of the Cross on Wednesday, 
March 31, 2021, at 2 p.m. in the Church.  Please consider 
attending this year.   
 

God Bless! 
 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

 

    

Week 33-34    

02-14/02-21 
2021 30,835.00 23,270.00 7,565.00 

YTD $388,919.00 395,590.00 -6,671.00 
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Readings for Sunday, March 14, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 / Eph 2:4-10 / Jn 3:14-21 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jer 31:31-34 / Heb 5:7-9 / Jn 12:20-33 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish  
but might have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16) 
 

********************************************************* 
Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own spiritual 
house cleaning and spiritual refinement? Yes, there is! It has to 
do with listening and learning so that we can take up the task of 
the Gospel with greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual 
refocusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of this Lenten  
conversion has much more to do with learning how we can be a 
better Church than it does about our eternal salvation. Salvation 
is a gift that flows out of God’s unconditional Mercy and cannot 
be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a result 
of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety and  
apprehension we may experience as messengers of good, but 
very challenging, and unsettling, news. 
 

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t provoke any 
crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of God that doesn’t 
get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn’t touch the 
real sin of the society in which it is being proclaimed, what  
gospel is that?” When we listen to those descriptive and  
provocative words, do they resonate with anything in our  
experience? As messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring 
an unsettling message to the world. If our main concern is  
protecting our self-interests, then we are missing something 
huge! Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or 
perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a 
counter cultural message that must be preached that clearly 
sides with the poor, marginalized, victimized, oppressed,  
neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the world. 
There is a widespread misery among the peoples that is all too 
often allowed to fester with no one coming forward to offer a 
change or resolution. 
 

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes that will 
allow people to earn just wages, feed their families and share 

abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a 
vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the  

Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar Romero also states, 
that, “we are workers, not master builder, ministers, not  
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not 

called to labor simply for the benefit of the here and now but of 
the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be replaced by a 

more far reaching Lenten vision that is much greater and deeper 
in scope. As long as we are carrying the right blueprints with us 
and our thoughts extend beyond ourselves, then even the little 

things we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. 
They give witness to our preference for the light of Christ and 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kitelinger, Rosemary Ludwig,  

Pat & Mark, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 



4 

LENT AT A GLANCE 2021….   

                                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, and Saturday mornings from 
9:30 am to 10:30 am. Donations to the Special Collections should be placed in a separate envelope or marked in the memo section 
of the check.  
 
March 13 & 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Healthnet 
 
March 18, 2021 – Thursday 
6:15 p.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. William 
 
March. 19, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass  
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 20 & 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
March. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 27, 2021 – Saturday 
9:00 a.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. John Vianney 
  
March 27 & 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 
 
March 31, 2021 – Wednesday  
2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students 
 
April 01, 2021 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 
 
April 02, 2021 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
   
April 03, 2021 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 04, 2021 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
April 11, 2021 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
1:30 p.m. – Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. – Divine Mercy Mass  

Stations of the Cross 
 

Join us in praying the Stations of the Cross on  
Fridays during Lent, following the 8:15 Mass  
and 8:45 Adoration. 
 

 

Friday, March 19 at 9:15 am 
Friday, March 26 at 9:15 am 
 

Living Stations, with St. Mary School students 
Wednesday, March 31 at 2:00 pm in the church. 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

 Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to 
fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

 

 Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
 possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to 

a single full meal. 
 

 Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat 
on all Fridays during Lent. 

Lenten Communal Penance Service 
St. William Church 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 6:15 pm 
St. John Vianney Church 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 9:00 am 
 

Private Reconciliation 
Nativity of Mary Church 

Tuesdays 5-6 pm 
Saturdays 9:30-10:30 am 

PLEASE NOTE THESE EXCEPTIONS: 
*No Confession on Saturday, March 27 

(Communal Penance at St. John Vianney that morning) 
*No Confession on Tuesday, March 30 



What’s Happening 
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Lenten Special Collection  
 

It has been the custom at Nativity of Mary Parish to take a 
second collection each Sunday during Lent.  Please consider 
giving toward these as a concrete way of showing love and 
care for others.   
 

Next weekend, we will be collecting for our sister parish, the 
St. Francis Solanus Indain Mission & School. 
 

Visit www.stfrancismission.org to view an interesting  
video highlighting  the culture and many activities that take 
place, and read about the rich history of this church and 
school located on the banks of the Little Courte  
Oreilles Lake in Reserve, Wisconsin. 

DRIVE-THRU FISH FRY 
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION  
2222 Shopiere Road, Beloit 
All Fridays during Lent, 4:30-6:30PM. 
$10.00/person. 2 pieces baked  
or fried cod, baked potato or  
French fries, coleslaw, tartar sauce, 
and bread.  
Go to www.olabeloit.com or call the 
OLA Parish office at 608-362-9066 
for details. 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”  
Bring God into your marriage to honor Him by going on an 
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on 
April 9-11 in Brookfield, WI or June 25-27 in Geneva, IL. 
For more info go to: 
alifetimeoflove.org  
or call (888) 574-5653.   

Easter Baskets for Children 
 

ECHO will be packaging and distributing Easter baskets 
to children who would otherwise go without during this 
most blessed holiday. 
 

Items needed for the baskets are: 
 Children’s Easter baskets 
 Individually wrapped candy 
 Plastic eggs 
 Plastic basket wrap 
 

Items can be dropped left  
in the ECHO basket by the  
entrance to church, or  
taken directly to ECHO  
during their regular  
business hours, by March 26. 
 

To volunteer,  
please call Fran at 754-5333. 

MEN OF CHRIST CONFERENCE 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 

The conference is virtual this year, with a number of 
parishes hosting, as a viewing site.   

 

In Janesville: 
Saint Patrick Parish 

315 Cherry Street 
 

7:30 AM Mass 
Confessions 
Adoration 
Breakfast 

Talks up to 12:30 PM 
 

Visit https://menofchrist.net/  for more details. 
 

Contact Joseph Gunn 608-754-3140 or 
joe@acesllc.net to reserve your seat. 

http://www.olabeloit.com
https://menofchrist.net/


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, March 15 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, March 16 
  12:10 PM     
Wednesday, March 17 
   8:15 AM   
Thursday, March 18 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, March 19 
    8:15 AM  Josephine Berner   
Saturday, March 20 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, March 21 
      8:30 AM  Rollin Royce 
  10:30 AM  Frank Hanlon 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, March 18 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Spring Cleaning at Mount Olivet Cemetery  
runs from March 15 to April 15.  
 

If you have any decorations that you wish to keep, please 
remove them before March 15. All remaining decorations 
will be removed and discarded.   Decorating regulation 
information is available at each  entrance to the cemetery, 
and at the office between 8am and 4pm, Monday – Friday.  
 

Meet with a Family Service Counselor to start making your 
arrangements.  Call 608-754-3472 to make an  
appointment, or visit madisondiocese.org/cemeteries. 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

Agrace Hospice Grief Support Groups  
 
 

This spring, three professionally led Agrace grief  
support group series will meet virtually (accessible 
with a tablet, computer or smartphone).  
For details, fees or to register, visit Agrace.org/
GriefGroups or call (608) 327-7118.  
 

Bridges Support Group for adults meets every other 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is 
required. 
 

Journey Through Grief for adults meets Thursdays, 
March 18 to April 22, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Pre-registration is required. 
 

Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group for adults meets 
Wednesdays, April 21 through May 26, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Pre-registration is required. 

Pope Francis has declared 
December 8, 2020-December 8, 2021 

“The Year of Saint Joseph” 
 

St. Joseph Procession 
Feast Day of St. Joseph 

Friday, March 19 at 11:20 am 
St. William Catholic Church 

445 N Arch Street, Janesville 

http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups

