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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Exactly nine months before the birth of Jesus Christ we  
celebrate the Annunciation on March 25th. To a world in 
darkness there came a Great Light. With her “fiat” the 
Blessed Virgin acquiesced to God’s plan that she become 
the Mother of Jesus, Our Savior. Needless to say, countless 
people over hundreds of years had been hoping for the 
coming of a Messiah. Who could have ever imagined how 
this would take place. Prophets had foretold His coming, 
but no one imagined that it would be as a vulnerable infant. 
 
Fast forward to Lent, 2021. All that has transpired since the 
Annunciation brings us to here and now. We have been 
blessed to know our Savior in a way that so many others, 
before His coming, could only long for in their hearts and 
minds. Aren’t we greatly blessed to live in this time of  
salvation history. May the celebration of the Annunciation 
always be a stirring reminder of who has come among us. 
God has, indeed, visited His people. His only begotten Son’s 
passion, death and resurrection fulfilled the Annunciation 
of the Father’s love for you and me, and, thankfully, the 
world will never be the same, again. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“Lent is the autumn of the spiritual life, during 
which we gather fruit to keep us going for the rest 
of the year.”  
    - Saint Francis De Sales 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of March 12, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $29,444.00. 
 

We have already paid in $19,331.33. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$37,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
110, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

The students and staff of St. Mary School continue our  
Lenten Journey with the theme of Helping Hands.  This past 
week Monsignor challenged students to stand up for their 
faith and take up their cross of sacrifice, love, and to make a 
big effort to forgive others like Jesus had done for us.   
Students in the school are engaged in the annual Penny 
Wars Competition with the proceeds going to help the 
homeless.   Thus far we have raised over $300.  Next week, 
students will focus attention on preparing for receiving the 
sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.    Our attention 
will focus on interior conversion and repentance as we  
discover the great love God has for us, our sorrow for sins, 
and the fear of being separated from God.  Confessions are 
scheduled with Monsignor Dan during Tuesday and 
Wednesday of Holy Week.  
 

During the month of March St. Mary School invites families 
to enroll at our school for the 2021-22 school year by  
completing the enrollment forms that were recently  
included in the family packet.  The deadline for completion 
of the enrollment is April 14, 2021.  New families to our 
school should contact the school office at 608-754-5221 and 
ask for enrollment information.  
 

At a February meeting of the Parish Finance Committee it 
was determined that the current financial life of the parish 
and school is stable.  Tuition payments are on schedule and 
support from the Payroll Protection Act assisted the school 
and parish with issues associated with the pandemic.  This 
was particularly helpful when it was not possible to do 
many of the traditional fund raisers.  In addition, I am in the 
process of applying for a grant Emergency Aid for  
Non-Public Schools (EANS).  If we are awarded the grant, it 
will go a long way towards supporting necessary upgrades 
for the school Wi-Fi, replacement of Chromebooks and  
other technology upgrades.  I will keep you posted.  A  
representative of the Parish Finance Council will meet with 
the school board in May to plan for the upcoming financial 
goals for the 2021-22 school year.  
 

This past week there was a meeting with Area 4 Catholic 
Schools and it was agreed to move forward with a spring 
track offering.    Practices will begin in mid-April with more 
details to follow.   
 

Finally, a special thank you to the St. Mary’s Student Council 
who replenished some of the outside playground equipment 
much to the enjoyment of our students.   
 

God’s Blessings to all of you. 
 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Pricipal 
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Readings for Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jer 31:31-34 / Heb 5:7-9 / Jn 12:20-33 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Mk 11:1-10 / Is 50:4-7 / Mk 14:1-15:47 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, 
it produces much fruit. (Jn 20:24) 
 

********************************************************* 
Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson is  
really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When we  
internalize things we have learned, they become a part of who 
we are and influence how we perceive and interact with our 
world. The same is true for the law God has written upon our 
hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we will simply know it 
to be true and act accordingly.  Sometimes, it is hard to get  
people to learn the lessons they need to learn. They are often 
distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or just too  
stubborn and unable or unwilling to see what is right before 
their eyes. Understanding that God is in a loving and committed 
relationship with those fashioned and formed in God’s own  
image, seems like such a simple lesson to learn. But history and 
experience has proven that it is not.  
 

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to learn 
something very particular about ourselves. We must, like a grain 
of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because God’s DNA is at the 
very core of who we are, there are specific pearls of wisdom that 
must be acquired before we can live a full life. One very powerful 
lesson is that it is not the task of the world to tell us who we are 
and what has meaning, but God. For many, death is not an  
opportunity for greater life but a permanent ending to the life 
they have known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means 
to be fully human because he was! He knows the joys, limitations, 
sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and joys 
of the human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth of 
knowledge and life’s lessons from his example, especially  
obedience.  
 

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and gain 

wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen more 
attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally flee to our 
Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, direction, and comfort 

as we navigate through this time of darkness. We will not need to 
run from it, subdue it, fight it, or be overcome by it because we 

will know, having internalized this profound lesson before, that 
God will bring new life. God’s law is love and love never fails. 
Even in the moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the 

name of his Father. What he learned allowed him to put  
everything in perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving 
Voice that echoed within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we 

learn the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to 
help others see what is right before their eyes. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Alice Jensen,  

Ken Kitelinger, Rosemary Ludwig,  

Pat & Mark, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp,  Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2021….   

                                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, and Saturday mornings from 
9:30 am to 10:30 am. Donations to the Special Collections should be placed in a separate envelope or marked in the memo section 
of the check.  
 
March 20 & 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
March. 26, 2021 – Friday 
8:15 a.m  Mass 
8:45 a.m. Adoration 
9:15 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 27, 2021 – Saturday 
9:00 a.m.  Communal Penance Service: St. John Vianney 
  
March 27 & 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 
 
March 31, 2021 – Wednesday  
2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students 
 
April 01, 2021 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 
 
April 02, 2021 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
   
April 03, 2021 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 04, 2021 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
April 11, 2021 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
1:30 p.m. – Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. – Divine Mercy Mass  

Stations of the Cross 
 

Join us in praying the Stations of the Cross on  
Fridays during Lent, following the 8:15 Mass  
and 8:45 Adoration. 
 

 

Friday, March 26 at 9:15 am 
 

Living Stations, with St. Mary School students 
Wednesday, March 31 at 2:00 pm in the church. 

Lenten Disciplines of Fasting and Abstinence 
 

 Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to 
fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. 

 

 Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the  
 possibility of two smaller snacks that do not add up to 

a single full meal. 
 

 Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat 
on all Fridays during Lent. 

Lenten Special Collections 
 

Thank you for generously supporting those in need in our 
community during this season of Lent. 
 

  “Do not pass by a man in need, for you may be  
 

   the hand of God to him.” 
 

              -Proverbs 3:27 

Lenten Communal Penance Service 
St. John Vianney Church 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 9:00 am 
 

Private Reconciliation 
Nativity of Mary Church 

Tuesdays 5-6 pm 
Saturdays 9:30-10:30 am 

PLEASE NOTE THESE EXCEPTIONS: 
*No Confession on Saturday, March 27 

(Communal Penance at St. John Vianney that morning) 
*No Confession on Tuesday, March 30 



What’s Happening 
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Easter Baskets for Children 
 

ECHO will be packaging and distributing Easter baskets 
to children who would otherwise go without during this 
most blessed holiday. 
 

Items needed for the baskets are: 
 Children’s Easter baskets 
 Individually wrapped candy 
 Plastic eggs 
 Plastic basket wrap 
 

Items can be dropped left  
in the ECHO basket by the  
entrance to church, or  
taken directly to ECHO  
during their regular  
business hours, by March 26. 
 

To volunteer,  
please call Fran at 754-5333. 

On Sunday, March 14, Bishop Hying confirmed a group of our young people. They met at St. William's with 

other youth from that parish, along with those from St. Augustine (Footville) and St. Paul (Evansville). It 
was a long wait for these students because they were originally scheduled to be confirmed last  November. 
How wonderful, though, to be confirmed on Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday!   We pray that the Holy Spirit will fill 
the lives of these young people, guiding them in the years ahead.  
 

Congratulations to Samantha Mary Buchner, Caden Joseph Cleasby, Ethan Patrick Diddens,  

Haden Anthony of Padua Fox, Matthew Juan Diego McBride, Avery Elizabeth Minard,  
Luke Sebastian Minard, Jocelyn Elizabeth Rammer, Claire Francis of Assisi Reilly, Nolan John Sullivan,  
Lauren Adjutor Weigel, and Jaden Christopher White.  (Their chosen Confirmation names are in bold.) 

FRIDAY FISH FRY 
ST. PATRICK PARISH 

315 Cherry Street, Janesville 
March 26, 2021, 4:30-8:00 PM 

$12.00/person, or $42/family of four 
Cod, French fries or baked potato,  

coleslaw, roll and dessert included. 
Curbside or Dine-In 
Limited Availability!   

Email ahead for tickets to: 
fishfry@saintpatrickjanesville.org 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, March 22 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, March 23 
  12:10 PM     
Wednesday, March 24 
   8:15 AM  E.V. Thomas  
Thursday, March 25 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, March 26 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, March 27 
   4:30 PM   
Sunday, March 28 
      8:30 AM  Josephine Carfora, Joseph Carfora, Nancy Carfora 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, March 25 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

Agrace Hospice Grief Support Groups  
 
 

This spring, three professionally led Agrace grief  
support group series will meet virtually (accessible 
with a tablet, computer or smartphone).  
For details, fees or to register, visit Agrace.org/
GriefGroups or call (608) 327-7118.  
 

Bridges Support Group for adults meets every other 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is 
required. 
 

Journey Through Grief for adults meets Thursdays, 
March 18 to April 22, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Pre-registration is required. 
 

Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group for adults meets 
Wednesdays, April 21 through May 26, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Pre-registration is required. 

Reminder: Deadline approaching to apply for 
the Catholic Women’s Club Scholarship 
 

 The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club is offering  
scholarships for high school seniors who are active  
members of the four Catholic parishes in Janesville.  
 

Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA and a relative or 
friend who is a member of the club.  Selection will be based 
on active involvement in the Catholic Church, academic 
standing, and other extracurricular activities in the school 
and community.  
 

Funds are raised at the club’s Dollars for Scholars Card 
Party, usually held twice a year. Applications are available 
at the Parker and Craig guidance offices or by contacting 
Jan Bier at tbierfam@gmail.com and are due by April 1, 
2021.  
 

For further information, for a list of current members, or if 
you are home schooled, call Jan at 752-4387. 

“My heart is listening, Lord.” 
 

   - Saint Augustine 

http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
mailto:tbierfam@gmail.com

