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April 4, 2021  •  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Happy Easter to you and your families and friends. The 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is celebrated throughout the 
world on this high holy day in the Church. All that Jesus has 
promised those who love Him is fulfilled in this great act by 
God Our Father. 
 
We welcome those who have been received into the Church 
at Easter and rejoice in the renewal together of our own 
Baptismal promises. Easter sacraments of Baptism,  
Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist remind us all, that 
through them, we share in the identity, mission, and  
destiny of the Lord. 
 
Next weekend we will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday here 
at St. Mary’s with the regular weekend Mass schedule along 
with Sunday afternoon confessions at 1:30. This will be 
followed by Holy Mass at 3:00 pm with Bishop Hying  
presiding.  Again, Happy Easter everyone. 
 
Msgr. Ganshert 

“Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits which you have given us, 
for all the pains and insults which you have 
borne for us. 
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend, and Brother, 
may we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, 
day by day.” 
   - Prayer of Saint Richard 

St. Mary School staff and students  
wish everyone a Blessed Easter! 

 
Local, Life Changing Mission Trips 
 

Love Begins Here is a local mission opportunity for our 
middle and high school students run by the Madison  
Diocese. It happens every summer, and it gives our youth 
an opportunity to put their faith into action.  
 

Groups of students are sent to a parish in the diocese for a 
week of service, faith, and camaraderie. According to the 
website, “Love Begins Here” launched on June 21, 2009. 
That summer, we had 56 missionaries take to the streets of 
the Madison Diocese. After twelve years of growth and 
guidance from the Holy Spirit, over 600 missionaries served 
on LBH trips in 2019.  To this date, Love Begins Here has 
given over 120,000 hours of service to those in need -  
materially and spiritually - in the Madison Diocese.” 
 

We have signed up to work with the other three parishes in 
Janesville. Our high school students will work here in  
Janesville from June 13 – 18. Our middle school students 
(current 8th graders are in this group) will work in  
Edgerton from June 20 – 23. 
 

Registration runs from January 11 to April 28. Please check 
out the following link for more information on registration. 
https://www.madisondiocese.org/lbhregistration   
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
752-7861 ext. 104 or re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Jan Bier, CRE 

Alleluia! 
 

Christ is Risen! 

https://www.madisondiocese.org/lbhregistration
mailto:re@nativitymary.org
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Readings for Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Sunday of Divine Mercy 
Acts 4:32-35 / 1 Jn 5:1-6 / Jn 20:19-31 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived 
at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:8) 
 

********************************************************* 
Who are you? This question was most assuredly asked of Jesus 
on the day of resurrection and it is a question asked of each of us. 
Our identities can be described in so many ways. We can start 
with our gifts and our talents, expertise and unique personality 
expressions. We can describe things we like and things we prefer 
to set aside. As descriptive and captivating as these can be, none 
come close to our essence, our real and true self. While accurate 
in their own right, the self who lives and interacts with the world 
is the self we want others to see, the one we project. But there is 
much more to us just as there is much more to Jesus. 
 

Jesus could describe himself based on all of the same criteria we 
use for ourselves. After all, Jesus is totally human. With all that 
people witnessed and all that Jesus knew about his physical  
human self, his divinity also shined forth. There was so much 
more to know about him. Whereas once Jesus was transfigured 
on top of a mountain before his disciples’ eyes, so today he is 
transfigured before our eyes as he reveals his resurrected self as 
the Christ. Alleluia, Christ is risen! His glorified presence stands 
before us showing us that we are all much more than we see  
ourselves to be and show to others. We have a depth, purpose, 
and essence that go way beyond the superficial treasures of our 
existence to the very core of who we are. 
 

Within each one of us is a spark of Divine Love where creature 
and Creator meet, and we are known uniquely by the name God 

whispers to us. It is not the earthly name that was given to us but 
the one that flows from Divine Power and claims us as one who 
is special and chosen in God’s eyes. This is the self that will rise 

one day with the eternal Christ of God and live eternally as God 
provides. This is the self that when free from all superficial  

constraints layered upon it in this life can discover and know 
freedom in a way never possible before. This is love lifting us up 
and transforming us into who we really are, not who we want or 

need ourselves to be. Who are you? A special, unique child of God 
who has been fashioned in God’s image, sustained by the power 
of God’s love and kept eternally with the Blessed Trinity in  

heaven. Get to know this deeper, truer self as it is who you  
really are. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan & Michael, Bill, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, John Collins, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Ken Kitelinger,  

Rosemary Ludwig, Pat & Mark, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, Max Rammer, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb, 

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

Question: 
 

Where did the feast of Divine Mercy come from? 
 

Answer: 
If you were born well before the year 2000, you know 
the feast of Divine Mercy has not always been  
celebrated in the Church. In the early 1900s, a young 
Polish nun began receiving private revelations. Jesus 
appeared to her during her times of prayer, speaking a 
message of mercy and love for the world. She received a 
set of prayers — the Divine Mercy Chaplet — and the 
request to have a feast day established to remind the 
Church of the mercy of God. St. Faustina died in 1938, 
on the cusp of war and in the midst of one of the most 
violent centuries in the history of the world. 
 

Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland 
and beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was a 
holy young women, and the cause for her canonization 
opened. In the year 2000, she was canonized by the first
-ever Polish pope, St. John Paul II. On her canonization 
day, he established the second Sunday of Easter as  
Divine Mercy Sunday, “a perennial invitation to the  
Christian world to face, with confidence in divine  
benevolence, the difficulties and trials that mankind 
with experience in the years to come.” 
 
©LPi 

 

Bishop Hying will be here to celebrate a very 

special Divine Mercy Sunday Mass on April 
11th at 3:00 pm, following Reconciliation at 
1:30 pm. 
 

April 11, 2021 - Divine Mercy Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
1:30 p.m. – Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. – Divine Mercy Mass  

 
 
 

Men’s Retreat 
 
A group of men from our  
parish attended a silent, 
preached retreat at the  
Redemptorist Retreat Center 
in Oconomowoc, for a  
weekend in March.  
  
Front row: Peter Irvine, 
Greg Kraft, Santo Carfora; 
Back row: Bob Jensen, Todd 
Sudmeier, Dave Sudmeier, 
Matt McDonald.  
Not pictured: Mike Hanus, 
Scott Royce  
(attended in February)  
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Easter Sunday Reflection 
 
Our journey through Lent is over, we have removed our purple cloths, we have decorated our churches and altars with      
flowers and we can now sing our Gloria and Alleluia with joy and celebration. The Lord is risen! 

The Easter gospel names three people: Mary Magdalene, Peter and the ‘disciple who Jesus loved.’ By not being named, this 
disciple is in fact all of us, each of us are the ‘disciple whom Jesus loves.’ Mary, faithful to the end goes to the tomb and         
although it is dark, sees the stone has been removed. She quickly runs and tells the others what she has seen and experienced; 
an empty tomb, burial cloths, and a head covering in another place. Having told the others, they too go to the tomb. They also 
see, but they more than just see. They see and believe. They see and believe with their hearts. The mystery of the resurrection 
is able to be seen because God gives us the eyes of faith. 

Today with Christians all over the world, let us follow Mary’s example, let us too stand at the empty tomb and believe and 
then have the courage to proclaim the good news resurrection. This Easter, may what we believe in our hearts, profess with 
our lips, be seen in the work of our hands and the quality of our daily lives. Alleluia. 
 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!  

        - Pope John Paul II 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, April 5 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, April 6 
  12:10 PM   
Wednesday, April 7 
   8:15 AM  Stan Fiedler 
Thursday, April 8 
   8:15 AM  Robert Warner Jr. 
Friday, April 9 
    8:15 AM  Thomas Ray CSM 
Saturday, April 10 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary   
Sunday, April 11 Divine Mercy Sunday 
      8:30 AM  E.V. Thomas 
  10:30 AM  Jim & Mary Jo Fox 
  3:00 PM  Tom Berner   
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY—APRIL 11 
 

Masses: 
8:30 & 10:30 AM 

3:00 PM with Bishop Hying 
 

Confessions 1:30 PM 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 

 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

In Search of Young Adults! 
 

SPIRITUS is seeking Catholic young adults, 21-29 years 
of age, to join the SPIRITUS missionary team this August. 
SPIRITUS ignites the faith in thousands of young Catholics 
through retreats and parish youth ministry each year!  
 

Missionaries live in community and travel to parishes and 
schools throughout Wisconsin; they receive training,  
formation, spiritual direction, lodging, food, a monthly 
allowance, health insurance and a $2,000 stipend upon 
completion of the 9-month program. It is a unique  
opportunity to serve our Lord and help young Catholics 
grow in faith.  
 

Visit www.spiritusministries.org/beamissionary,  
contact Rachel at recruiter@spiritusministries.org, or 
(920) 722-8918 x113 for more information. 


