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Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
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Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
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Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
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Prayer Network 
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Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Whenever our Bishop comes to visit St. Mary’s, and in  
addition, to preside and preach at the celebration of the 
Eucharist, the fullness of the Church as the Body of Christ 
becomes heightened in a beautiful and powerful way. Such 
was the case last weekend. 
 

On the occasion of Divine Mercy Sunday, Bishop Hying  was 
present among us for Holy Mass and for the rededication of 
our recently refurbished tower bells. We thank him for 
making a special day even more memorable with his words 
of encouragement and inspiration. 
 

Again, I wish to express appreciation to our parish staff 
members and all who helped to make our Holy Week and 
Easter liturgies so prayerful and fitting for these high holy 
days. Let us now enjoy at Mass the unfolding of the events 
following the celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  
Congratulations to all who have already received the Easter 
sacraments and our ongoing prayerful support continues 
for those who will be receiving their first communion in the 
coming weeks. 
 

May our Easter season of fifty days be one of new life 
around us and within us, praise God. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

“To the one who has faith, no explanation is  
necessary.  To one without faith, no explanation is  
possible.”   
    -St. Thomas Aquinas 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of April 9, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $40,214.00. 
 

We have already paid in $31,553.66 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$25,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
120, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

We had our first track practice on Thursday, April 15.   
The head coach is Matt Dabson and his assistant is Todd 
Buehl.  This is a modified season this year with only one 
track meet scheduled for the morning of Saturday, May 8 
at St. Joseph’s in Fort Atkinson.  
 
Planning for Teacher Appreciation Week (May 3-7) is  
underway.  If you would like to assist with this project, 
please contact Lisa in the school office. Thank you in  
advance for helping to appreciate the staff of St. Mary 
School.   
 
The Easter Season is the most important time of the  
liturgical year in the Church.  Jesus is our Living Hope and 
God has given us a new birth through the  resurrection of 
Jesus.  Let us all share the joy of this time as we all become 
an Easter people! 
 
Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

St. Mary School  
Annual Spring Flower Sale 

 
Home and School is selling flowers and patio tomatoes  
to raise money for their student enrichment programs.  
 

All of our items are again being purchased from Anton’s 
Greenhouse in Kenosha. 
 

REMINDER:  Orders are due on Tuesday, April 20th! 
 

An order form was mailed to each parish household, but if 
you need another, or if you have any questions, please call 
the school secretary at 608-754-5221. 

 
Don’t miss out!   
These prove to be  
exceptional plants  
every year.   
 

Flower orders are  
due by April 20th.  
  
Our parish members  
are the best! 
 

Thank you again 
for supporting  
St. Mary School! 
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Readings for Sunday, April 18, 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 / 1 Jn 2:1-5a / Lk 24:35-48 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:8-12 / 1 Jn 3:1-2 / Jn 10:11-18 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the  
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name.”  
(Lk 24:46-47) 
 

********************************************************* 
We often act out of ignorance. Armed with the best of intentions, 
we think we are seeing clearly and correctly, but we are not. We 
don’t always understand the full meaning of things and only  
perceive part of the truth. Hence, our judgments and actions can 
be impaired by myopic, incomplete or erroneous perceptions. 
The meaning of life, understanding of human experience, and 
negotiating life’s challenges can all become skewed without 
proper understanding and vision. The resurrection of Christ is 
the corrective to our incomplete and limited view of life. Looking 
at things with the eyes of faith brings a depth of clarity and  
understanding to how we see God, ourselves, others, and the 
world. 
 

Even the disciples struggled with their limited understanding 
and ignorant perceptions. It was only when Jesus opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures that their eyes were opened. 
It was their “aha” moment when everything clicked. We all want 
the substance of our lives to come together, make sense, and 
have meaning. This is easier to achieve when things are going 
positively, and life is good. It is when suffering, disappointment, 
death, hardship, and injustice enter the picture that things can 
become unsettled and disoriented. Our faith in the goodness and 
love of God is tested. We tend to shift our focus on these difficult 
and challenging moments and do not see them within the greater 
picture of how God intends life to unfold. We can gain, from the 
passion and resurrection of Christ, the clear vision we need in 
order to move away from ignorance to enlightenment. 
 

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes together and 

clicks. It can come in a fleeting instant when we feel totally  
connected with God, where we find ourselves, others and all of 

creation. It is a moment when all is right and good, regardless of 
how difficult our journey. Our “aha” moment assures us that God 
is here, right with us, in us and around us bringing us a gift and 

blessing we can receive nowhere else: peace. In those brief  
sacramental encounters when we are lifted up out of ourselves 

and centered, we can hear God say, “peace be with you,” and we 
feel secure. It’s all okay. The resurrected Christ has the power to 
bring this gift to us.  Some people, as they are facing their deaths, 

remark about this peace. When looking into the window of  
eternity, they experience a depth of joy and are amazed at God’s 
goodness and closeness. We are called to be witnesses to this 

Good News. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan & Michael, Bill, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, John Collins, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Rosemary Ludwig,  

Pat & Mark, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb, Edna Thorp,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 

What Is The Angelus?  
 
Among our many Catholic devotions, few are more beautiful or have been contemplated more often than the Angelus.   
Designed to commemorate the mystery of the Incarnation and pay homage to Mary’s role in salvation history, it has long been 
part of Catholic life. Around the world, three times every day, the faithful stop whatever they are doing and with the words 
“The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary” begin this simple yet beautiful prayer. But why do we say the Angelus at all, much 
less three times a day?  A review of Church history shows that this devotion did not appear suddenly, but developed over  
several centuries. 
 
Called By the Bell 
Most Church historians agree that the Angelus can be traced back to 11th-century Italy, where monks said three Hail Marys 
during night prayers, at the last bell of the day. Over time, pastors encouraged their Catholic flocks to end each day in a similar 
fashion by saying three Hail Marys. In the villages, as in the monasteries, a bell was rung at the close of the day reminding the 
laity of this special prayer time. The evening devotional practice soon spread to other parts of Christendom, including England. 
 
Toward the end of the 11th century, the Normans invaded and occupied England. In order to ensure control of the populace, 
the Normans rang a curfew bell at the end of each day reminding the locals to extinguish all fires, get off the streets and retire 
to their homes. While not intended to encourage prayer, this bell became associated nevertheless with evening prayer time, 
which included saying the Hail Mary. Once the curfew requirement ended, a bell continued to be rung at the close of each day 
and the term curfew bell was widely popular, although in some areas it was known as the “Ave” or the “Gabriel” bell. 
 
Around 1323, the Bishop of Winchester, England, and future Archbishop of Canterbury, Bishop John de Stratford, encouraged 
those of his diocese to pray the Hail Mary in the evening, writing, “We exhort you every day, when you hear three short  
interrupted peals of the bell, at the beginning of the curfew (or, in places where you do not hear it, at vesper time or nightfall) 
you say with all possible devotion, kneeling wherever you may be, the Angelic Salutation three times at each peal, so as to say 
it nine times in all” (Publication of the Catholic Truth Society, 1895). 
 
Meanwhile, around 1318 in Italy, Catholics began saying the Hail Mary upon rising in the morning. Likely this habit again came 
from the monks, who included the Hail Mary in the prayers they said before their workday began. The morning devotion 
spread, and evidence is found in England that in 1399 Archbishop Thomas Arundel ordered church bells be rung at sunrise 
throughout the country, and he asked the laity to recite five Our Fathers and seven Hail Marys every morning. 
 
The noontime Angelus devotion seems to have derived from the long-standing practice of praying and meditating on Our 
Lord’s passion at midday each Friday. In 1456, Pope Calixtus III directed the ringing of church bells every day at noon and that 
Catholics pray three Hail Marys. The pope solicited the faithful to use the noonday prayers to pray for peace in the face of the 
15th-century invasion of Europe by the Turks. The bell rung at noontime became known as the “Peace” bell or “Turkish” bell. 
In 1481, Pope Sixtus IV was petitioned by Queen Elizabeth of England, wife of King Henry VII, to grant indulgences for those 
who said at least one Hail Mary at 6 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. There is evidence that a bell was rung at those times. 
 
The Angelus Today 
By the end of the 16th century, the Angelus had become the prayer that we know today: three Hail Marys, with short verses in 
between (called versicles), ending with a prayer. It was first published in modern form in a catechism around 1560 in Venice. 
This devotion reminds us of the Angel Gabriel’s annunciation to Mary, Mary’s fiat, the Incarnation and Our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection. It is repeated as a holy invitation, calling us to prayer and meditation. For centuries the Angelus was always said 
while kneeling, but Pope Benedict XIV (r. 1740-1758) directed that the Angelus should be recited while standing on Saturday 
evening and all day on Sunday. He also directed that the Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven) be said instead of the Angelus during 
the Easter season. Over the years many of the faithful have focused the morning Angelus on the Resurrection, the noon  
Angelus on the Passion and the evening Angelus on the Incarnation.      
                                            
It is said that over the centuries workers in the fields halted their labors and prayed when they heard the Angelus bell. This 
pious practice is depicted by Jean-François Millet’s famous 1857 painting that shows two workers in a potato field stopping to 
say the Angelus. There are also stories that animals would automatically stop plowing and stand quietly at the bell. Like a 
heavenly messenger, the Angelus calls man to interrupt his daily, earthly routines and turn to thoughts of God, of the Blessed 
Mother, and of eternity. As Pope Benedict XVI taught last year on the feast of the Annunciation: “The Angel’s proclamation was 
addressed to her; she accepted it, and when she responded from the depths of her heart … at that moment the eternal Word 
began to exist as a human being in time. From generation to generation the wonder evoked by this ineffable mystery never 
ceases.” 



What’s Happening 

Ringing the Bell                                                                                                                                                                                     
A significant part of this traditional devotion is not only the ringing of a bell to announce the time of prayer but the manner in 
which the bell is rung. The ringing consists of three strokes of the bell, each followed by a pause, and then nine strokes. John 
Sullivan, in his 1917 book, “Externals of the Catholic Church,” writes: “The manner of ringing the Angelus seems to have varied 
little since the beginning of the devotion…. Old monastic records, going back to the fifteenth century, show that the bell-ringer 
was directed, ‘to toll the Ave-bell nine strokes at three times, keeping the space of one Pater and Ave between each of the three 
tollings.’”   
 

D.D. Emmons SimplyCatholic.com 

The ANGELUS  

The ANGEL of the LORD Declared unto Mary, 

 And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary… 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 
Be it done unto me according to your Word. 

Hail Mary… 

And the Word was made flesh, 
And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary… 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us PRAY, 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts: that we,                                                     
to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the message of an Angel,                              

may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.  

Through the same CHRIST our LORD. Amen. 

Maybe you’ve heard the Bells of St. Mary’s in recent weeks,  
ringing the Angelus at 8 am, 12 noon and 6 pm, every day.   
 
On April 11th, the Sunday of Divine Mercy, Bishop Hying was here to 
celebrate a special Mass, and to bless our newly refurbished bells.   
 
A heartfelt Thank You to Carol Berner for her generous donation,  
to honor the memory of Louis, Josephine and Thomas Berner.   

https://simplycatholic.com/byline/d-d-emmons/


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, April 19 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, April 20 
  12:10 PM   
Wednesday, April 21 
   8:15 AM  Mrs. E.V. Thomas 
Thursday, April 22 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, April 23 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, April 24 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, April 25 
      8:30 AM  Mary Roach 
  10:30 AM  Katherine Hemming 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, April 22 (ZOOM) 
 

6-7 pm Catechumenate 
7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Academy  

CARITAS GALA 
April 23, 2021 
Eclipse Event Center, Beloit 
Silent Auction, Dinner, Dancing 
Learn more at www.olsha.org/caritas-gala 

The Resurrection of Jesus gives us hope in the face of 
death. Because of His Resurrection, we can arrange for 
our own burial without fear or despair. Call Mount Olivet 
Cemetery at 608-754-3472 to make an appointment, or 
visit madisondiocese.org/cemeteries. 
 

When making your estate plans, or funeral  
pre-arrangements, please remember to include  
Nativity of Mary as a memorial. 

St. Lawrence Seminary High School 
100% Catholic, 100% Boys, 100% Boarding  
 
St. Lawrence Seminary High School is an all-boys,  
Catholic boarding high school focused on college prep 
and spiritual depth.   
 
Located in Mt Calvary, WI since 1860, SLS students live, 
learn, work and pray together.   
 
Families invited to come visit April 23-24 or  
April 30-May 1 and to start the application online today!   
Call (920) 753-7570 or visit  
www.stlawrence.edu/weekend-visit 

Teen Impact Writing Contest 
Enter until April 30, 2021 
The writing contest is open for submissions from 7th to 
12th grade students, with a brand new Creative Writing 
track!  Three levels of prizes are yours to win in each track, 
including cash and free registration for Teen Impact  
Summer Camp in August (more information to come).   
Go to www.wrtl.org/teens-for-life for more information. 

http://www.stlawrence.edu/weekend-visit

