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April 25, 2021  •  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 
From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Our parish pastoral council members met this past week. 
You will notice an invitation to all of our parish members to 
consider being part of this council. It’s role is to be  
advisory. What are the demonstrated needs in the spiritual 
life of our parish? Where should we be more involved in 
the social concerns of our community? Are we meeting the 
challenge in providing for the relevant faith formation of 
our adults and youth? These are among the many faceted 
opportunities and challenges that are part of parish life in 
the Catholic Church. Many talents, many resources and 
many ideas have always combined to sustain and enhance 
the vitality and the mission of Nativity of Mary Parish over 
the years. Let us continue to encourage one another to be 
part of the planning and process that is the focus of our 
parish pastoral council. 
 
Welcome to Mr. Mark Giese from our parish who is now 
employed to help maintain the beauty of our parish 
grounds.  
 
Msgr. Dan 

 
 
 
 

Rosemary Ludwig was recently called to eternal life.  
 

Please remember her, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 

“Vocations are born in prayer, and from prayer;  
and only in prayer can they persevere, and bear fruit.” 
   
    -Pope Francis 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of April 16, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $40,214.00. 
 

We have already paid in $32,161.99. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$24,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
120, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

Seeking Pastoral Council Members 
 
Do you know a parishioner with the vision to help lead 
Nativity of Mary Parish? 
 
Do you feel called yourself to help Nativity of Mary parish 
at this exciting time in our history? 
 
If so, please consider nominating that parishioner, or 
yourself, to become a member of the Nativity of Mary 
Parish Pastoral Council by contacting our Pastor, Msgr. 
Dan Ganshert at 608/752-7861 or via email at  
Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org. Nominations should be 
received by May 30th. 
 
The Pastoral Council directly helps the parish fulfill the 
pastoral mission of Jesus and the Church. It consists of 
eight parishioners, selected from the membership at 
large, who join with one of the parish trustees in advising 
the pastor on pastoral planning to develop Catholic  
identity, promote evangelization, and foster stewardship 
at Nativity of Mary. 
 
To serve on the Pastoral Council you must be a baptized, 
practicing Catholic, a registered member of Nativity of 
Mary Parish, at least 18 years of age and an active  
participant in the parish worship life, especially Mass and 
the sacraments. 
 
The Council meets at least six times a year, typically the 
third Tuesday evening of a month. For more information, 
please approach one of the Council members who are 
listed below. 
 
The eight at-large parishioners on Council serve  
overlapping two year terms. The Council year begins in 
July. If you are passionate, collegial and creative, please 
give service on the Pastoral Council your prayerful  
consideration. Thank you. 
 
Current Pastoral Council Membership Includes:  
Greg Kraft, Brett McIntosh, John Curry and Laura  
Worachek.  
 
Ex-officio members include:  
Msgr. Dan Ganshert, Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Tom Gehl,  
Jan Bier and Bob Craig. 

mailto:Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org
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Readings for Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:8-12 / 1 Jn 3:1-2 / Jn 10:11-18 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31 / 1 Jn 3:18-24 / Jn 15:1-8 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
“I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and  
I will lay down my life for the sheep.” (Jn 10:14-15) 
 

********************************************************* 
Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and  
importance of a cornerstone. Properly laying and securing this 
primary unit determines how the rest of the project unfolds and 
its success. Cornerstones are necessary elements not only of 
buildings but of lives as well. Many human beings conduct the 
business of their lives paying little attention to a grounding  
reference or starting point. Hence, what unfolds is a tapestry of 
relativism, with few anchors or guideposts and many impulsive 
choices. Some consider love to be their cornerstone. While this 
may sound attractive and useful, the pursuit of love without a 
simultaneous pursuit of its source can be shallow and  
self-focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm and 
love others does not mean that they are living in truth and 
properly anchored to the real cornerstone. 
 
Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and shepherd. It is 
only in following the Risen One as the way, the truth, and the life 
that we can move from being well grounded ethical people to 
properly focused moral ones. Proper conduct, a true sense of 
justice, wisdom, virtue, moral principles, faith, hope, and love 
will be difficult to find unless we listen to the right Voice. It is 
when we learn to listen to the voice of God that we begin our 
journey on the road to salvation. It is only the Good Shepherd, 
the authentic and solid cornerstone, who can guide us through 
life’s questions and challenges and bring us to the safe and  
proper pasture. 
 
A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone is  

properly selected and set. Understanding themselves only as 
random acts of creation, existing without intent or purpose, will 

color their choices and influence their decisions. The foundation 
of their lives will be simply a matter of preference and choice, 
leaving benchmarks of growth and higher ideals optional to  

pursue. Whereas people who believe that they are fashioned and 
loved into existence by a God who purposely made them, have 
this incredible unconditional relationship at their source which 

has tremendous significance. Their allegiance is not to  
themselves but to their Creator. Life, then, is an adventure in 

search of this Creator God and a journey of self-discovery that 
seeks to unite their will to His. There is a cost. We have to give up 
our life in order to gain our life. As ironic as that sounds, it is 

true. It is only when we finally figure this out that the true  
cornerstone of our lives will be properly laid and we can, with 
God’s help, get about the business of properly constructing a 

temple that endures. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our 

Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan & Michael, Bill, Valerie Boggs,  

Karen Bullis, John Collins, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Pat & Mark,  

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, 

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 
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What’s Happening 

Eight young people from our parish will be making their 

First Communion on Sunday, May 2 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
They have been studying hard, learning about the Mass and 
receiving Jesus in the Eucharist.  
 
Please keep them in your prayers as this special day  
approaches. What an important day in their lives –  
receiving our Lord and Savior.  
 
O Jesus, You have loved us with such exceedingly great love  

as to give us the wonderful gift of the Holy Eucharist. Help    

us promote your glory by praying for these young people to   

prepare worthily to approach Your holy table for the first 

time.  

Dear Jesus, protect Emma, Henry, McKenzie, Elliott, Lila,   

Ellianna, D’Angelo, and Tony from the assaults of evil, 

strengthen their faith, increase their love, and endow them 

with all the virtues that will make them worthy to receive 

You. Amen.  
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THEOLOGY ON TAP IS BACK!  
Adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to join us on  
Friday, April 30, at St. John Vianney church for Venite 
Adoremus, a young-adult holy hour.  
 
The evening kicks off at 7 PM with Confession, Eucharistic 
Adoration, and a short talk by Fr. Peter Lee. Following the 
holy hour, we’ll gather outdoors for fellowship, food, 
drinks, and music.  
 
Hosted by the Janesville Catholic Churches. For more  
information visit facebook.com/CatholicsOnTheRock or 
contact Kris at kkranenburg@sjv.org 

“For we walk by faith, 
not by sight.” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

mailto:kkranenburg@sjv.org
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FOR: 
Elmer & Dorothy Ambrose 
Cole Ansier 
Donald Birschbach 
Dale & Darlene Burdick, 
George & Alice Mitok, 
Joseph Pepitone, Sr. 
Charles Steed, 
Paul & Eva McNally, 
Ed & Althea Steed 
Geraldine Johnson 
Wencel Dahl 
Gerald Dilley, 
Barb & Leroy Drost, 
Ray & Josie Lippens 
Alice Dooley, John Dooley, 
Vera Dooley, Veronica McBride 
James Dooley 
Fr. Rob Butz,  
Msgr. Dan Ganshert, 
Fr. Steve Umhoefer, 
Msgr. Ray Kertz 
James Beggs 
LeRoy Groene, 
Bob & Doreen Trunnelle 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Urquhart, 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard J. Wonka, 
Dan Buckner 
Edward Holcer, Leroy Brandt, 
Theresa Wolf, Harry Wolf 
James Husen, Margaret Obligato 
Charlie Smith, Ruth, Rolph, 
Ralph and Jerry Isackson 
Helen Jenson, George Jenson, 
Lois Frank, Dorothy McDermott 
Nick & Betty Quint 
James Dooley 
Don Klukas, Alma Butler 
Howard Liston, 
Gladys & Leo Francis 
Thomas G. Mair,  
John & Janet Prusansky, 
Ferdinand Wellnitz 

FROM: 
Ms. Carol Ambrose  
Mr./Mrs. Daniel Ansier 
Mrs. Carolee Birschbach 
Mr./Mrs. Ryan Bittorf 
 
 
Mrs. Maria Caya 
 
 
Mrs. Sharlet Collins 
Mrs. Carol Dahl 
Mrs. Dolores Dilley 
 
 
Miss Tricia Dooley 
 
Ms. Laurie Dooley 
Mr./Mrs. Mario Galassini 
 
 
 
Mrs. Rita Gardner 
Mrs. Frances Groene 
 
Mr. Randall Hanssen 
Mr. Robert Urquhart 
 
Ms. Barbara Holcer 
 
Mrs. Rose Husen 
Mr./Mrs. Charles Isackson 
 
Mr. Robert E. Jenson 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Jordan 
Mr./Mrs. Roger Kent 
Mrs. Betty Klukas 
Mrs. Beverly Liston 
 
Mr./Mrs. Bradley Mair 
 
 

Thank you ….. 
 

to ALL of our parishioners, 
who donated so generously toward  

the beautiful flowers that graced our church  
in celebration of Easter this year. 

 

Those who gave in honor or in memory  
of a loved one are listed below. 

FROM: 
Mrs. Marlys Martelle 
 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Monson 
 
Mr./Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Mrs. Gladys Nally 
 
Mr./Mrs. James Peterson 
 
Mrs. Doris Robb 
Mrs. Mary Saxe 
Mrs. Vicki Smythe 
 
Mrs. Kathleen Steed 
 
Mr./Mrs. Dave Sudmeier 
 
Mr./Mrs. Steve Thompson 
 
 
 
Ms. Mary Ann Venable 
 
Ms. Irma Villarreal 
Mrs. Patricia Wagner 
 
 
Mrs. Joan Wanninger 
 
 
Mr./Mrs. William Waterbury 
Mr./Mrs. Robert Wirth 
 
 
 
Mrs. Ellen Yaucher 
Mrs. Beverly Zahn 
 
 
 
 

FOR: 
Jim Martelle,  
Alice & Roy Murphy,  
Phyllis Rice 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cavanaugh, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Monson 
Jack & Claire Damrow 
James Nally, 
Linda Nally Mikkelson 
Robert & Dolores Coyne, 
Melvin & Jean Peterson 
Harold Robb 
Paul Arner, Gert Arner 
Mr. & Mrs. Felix J. Zukaitis, 
Sandra Zukaitis 
Charles Steed,  
Paul & Eva McNally 
Weix Family, Sudmeier Family, 
Gary & Connie Lazachek 
Frank & Mary Babcock, 
Mary Pat Babcock, 
Bill & Marie Tobin, 
Herbert & Loretta Babcock 
Harold & Myrtle Boos, 
Harold Boos, Jr., Jean Boos Mies 
Benny Villarreal 
Gene Wagner,  
Paula Appelbach Family, 
Anne Lucey, Margie Krause 
Dave Wanninger, Harold Fuss, 
Don & Dorothy Kauffman,  
John & Helen Wanninger 
Ruth Clifford, Patricia Waterbury 
Richard Kennedy,  
Frusher & Wirth Families, 
Claudia Neeson-Williams, 
Martha Peterson 
Robert L. Yaucher, Sr. 
Dan Zahn, Bob & Janette Zahn, 
Claire & Marilyn Kersten, 
Shirley Steele 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, April 26 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, April 27 
  12:10 PM   
Wednesday, April 28 
   8:15 AM  Mrs. E.V. Thomas 
Thursday, April 29 
   8:15 AM  Louis & Josephine Berner    
Friday, April 30 
    8:15 AM  Oscar Larson   
Saturday, May 1 
   4:30 PM  Mary Bickle 
Sunday, May 2 
      8:30 AM   
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, May 6 (ZOOM) 
 

7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

The Resurrection of Jesus gives us hope in the face of 
death. Because of His Resurrection, we can arrange for 
our own burial without fear or despair. Call Mount Olivet 
Cemetery at 608-754-3472 to make an appointment, or 
visit madisondiocese.org/cemeteries. 
 

When making your estate plans, or funeral  
pre-arrangements, please remember to include  
Nativity of Mary as a memorial. 

The three vocations of the Catholic church are: 
 

 Single life 
 Married life  
 Religious life 
 
A Prayer to Know One’s Vocation 
 
Lord, my God and my loving Father, you have made me 
to know you, to love you, to serve you, and thereby to 
find and to fulfill my deepest longings. I know that you 
are in all things, and that every path can lead me to 
you.  
 

But of them all, there is one especially by which you 
Want me to come to you. Since I will do what you want 
of me, I pray you, send your Holy Spirit to me: into my 
mind, to show me what you want of me; into my heart,  
to give me the determination to do it, and to do it with 
all my love, with all my mind, and with all of my 
strength right to the end. Jesus, I trust in you.  
 

Amen. 

 

ECHO CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 
Weekly $100 Drawings on Tuesdays  
From July 6 to December 28, On Facebook Live 
Big drawing of $1000 on December 1! 
$25 per ticket (each ticket can win more than once) 
Cash or check to ECHO accepted.   
Contact 608-754-5333 for more information, or  
Greg & Sandy Kraft 608-754-5615. 


