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May 2, 2021  •  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Congratulations to all of our First Communicants this  
weekend and to their parents and families. Receiving Our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the first time in the  
Eucharist, these children have been prepared for and are 
now to celebrate the gift of the Bread of Life. Real food will 
also become for them the spiritual nourishment for their 
divine souls, the seed of everlasting life planted at their 
baptism. 
 
Life’s journey entails the adventure, challenge,  
accomplishment and so much more that only the  
theological virtues of faith, hope and charity can address as 
we grow in our faith in God. May these  young children 
grow in the love they have known in their families and in 
our parish family. The love for Jesus Christ in the Eucharist 
who is our life, our joy, our peace, our all. 
 
Thank you to everyone who is helping us to meet our  
Annual Catholic Appeal financial goal. It is very  
encouraging to see the weekly numbers go up because of 
your generous contributions. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“Of all His virtues, Christ specifically commends one to 
us, humility.  ‘Learn of me, for I am meek and humble 
of heart.’” 
    - St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of April 23, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $45,214.00. 
 

We have already paid in $37,688.99. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$19,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
121, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

 

It has been great to see so many of our students getting 
involved in track and seeing how excited the students are 
to participate.  Go Lancers! 
 
The parish finance council met on April 15, 2021, and it 
was determined that the financial health of the parish 
continues to be stable.  School tuition payments are on 
schedule and the school endowment fund continues to 
perform well to support the educational mission of St. 
Mary School.  More detailed information will be shared at 
the upcoming school board meeting regarding school/
parish finances.   
 
Pope Francis tells us that “As stewards, not masters of 
our earth, each of us has a personal responsibility to care 
for the precious gift of God's creation. The earth is a  
common good, belonging to all and meant for all."  St. 
Mary’s School stayed busy, celebrating Earth Week. 
 
Our St. Mary's students are ready to make a big impact on 
how we choose to conserve our resources and focus our 
energy on new ways to fix environmental problems such 
as pollution, climate change, and destruction of  
rainforests. They have great ideas for things to do within 
both their own community and globally.  They are excited 
to do a better job taking care of the Earth and keeping it 
beautiful! 
 
The 3K and 8th Grade are doing a collaborative project 
where they are planting flowers to “dress up” the St. 
Mary’s Campus.   
 
Also, this past week we showed our appreciation to Mrs. 
Vodak and Mrs. Nemeth for all they do to keep St. Mary 
School running smoothly.  Wednesday was  
Administrative Professionals Day!  Thank you to our  
second and third graders who make Thank You Posters.  
 
Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 
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Readings for Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31 / 1 Jn 3:18-24 / Jn 15:1-8 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 9, 2021 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 / 1 Jn 4:7-10 / Jn 15:9-17 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.Whoever remains in me 

and I in him will bear much fruit,  because without me 
you can do nothing.” (Jn 15:5) 
 

********************************************************* 
“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily describe 
the current display of human existence. In addition to the  
violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common 
elements of our daily news, other essential pieces are  
misplaced or missing. Many lack an objective center around 
which to order and structure their lives or a clear set of  
definable goals or mores to act as guideposts and life  
directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a “new god” 
and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as 
if history only shows that we got this whole thing wrong and 
many are determined to finally set things right. The real truth, 
however, is that while wrongs and errors are certainly a part 
of our often-checkered past, it is hardly the case that all was 
wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the history of our lives, but 
to learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve the  
perennial wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning is an 
essential part of being human. 
 

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? 
Some have such a hard time placing God in that position, but 
that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master 
Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. 
It is in and through this relationship with the Gardener of Life 
that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we are  
intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to 
find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, as 
well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, 
our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, 
today especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ as 
Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the 
Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches 
that flow from the source of God’s life. 
 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is not 
easy to set our own desires and wants aside and allow God to 

step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the only 

way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and bring-
ing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s commandments are 

the very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many seek 
to remove them from all public view because they appear to 

limit self-expression and suppress what is considered by 
many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can 

find freedom, however. And, until we learn this fundamental 
lesson, we will continue to spiral out of control, never really 

knowing who we are, what our potential can be or how life 

really can be lived. We will not know peace. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan, Michael and Randy, Bill,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, John Collins,  

Noah Cotter, Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 



What’s Happening 

Confirmation Retreat 
 

On Saturday, April 17, our group of Confirmands joined with the other        

Janesville parishes and a group from Reedsburg for a retreat at Camp Gray. 

The weather was perfect, hearts were open and the Holy Spirit enriched our 

lives. The day was spent in prayer, learning, fellowship, and fun. Please keep 

these young people of our parish in your prayers as they continue to prepare 

for their Confirmation in the fall.  

A Confirmation Prayer 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
be with me always. 

 
Show me to use Your seven gifts;  
wisdom, understanding, counsel,  

fortitude, knowledge, piety,  
and fear of the Lord,  

in ways to help my community,  
family and friends. 

 
Allow me to follow Jesus faithfully, 

every day of my life. 
 

Enlighten me with Your love,  
and help me to make  

wise and good decisions.   
 

Amen. 

 
“Ask Jesus what He wants 
from you, and be brave!” 
 

   - Pope Francis 



What’s Happening 

Wedding Anniversary Celebration 

 Bishop Donald Hying wants honor couples celebrating  

50 years of marriage in 2021 in one or more of the following ways: 

 

1. A special Mass of Thanksgiving will be held on August 29th at            

St. Francis Xavier in Cross Plains.* 

2. Receive a letter and certificate of recognition from the Bishop. 

3. Participate in and receive a commemorative booklet. 
 

  

If you wish to participate in any of these opportunities you MUST submit your 

names to your parish office by May 12th in order to receive a letter with more 

detailed instructions (including how to register for the Mass of Thanksgiving). 

Candidates to Neophytes 

Easter Vigil 2021 
 

Before a church crowd bigger than any in many past years, five RCIA candidates entered the Catholic faith and became  

Nativity of Mary Neophytes at Easter Vigil 2021.  They have spent the last year and a half studying Catholicism and growing in 

their faith on their journey to becoming Catholic. Theirs has been a unique journey. They are among the first groups to be a 

part of a program begun by Fr. Rob, former pastor.  The program is longer, but seeks to help them find a full conversion of 

heart to give them life long strength and trust in their Catholic faith.  There is no doubt that this group has experienced that 

true conversion.  Not only was their formation longer, but they were also faced with a change of pastors part way through and 

the pandemic which moved all sessions to virtual only beginning in April 2020.. And yet, they endured.  They persevered.  

They continued, through God’s graces, to seek the one, true, Catholic faith.  And, on April 3, 2021, in front of a very full church, 

they renewed their Baptismal vows, received the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist from Monsignor Dan Ganshert, 

and became Neophytes in the Catholic faith.  Neophyte, from Greek, neo--new and phyte--plant.  They are new plants in the 

Catholic Church, firmly planted and ready to grow in faith.  Welcome Lindsey, Robert, Laurie, Angela and Roger!!  

God’s blessings be with you! 

L to R: 
Front row: Angela Kent, Laurie Dooley,  

Lindsey Bittorf, Robert Bouziane 
Back Row: Roger Kent, Mark Giese (sponsor),  

Colleen Szerlong (team member, sponsor),  
and Msgr. Ganshert.                   

“Let all that you do, 
be done in love.” 
 
1 Corinthians 16:14 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, May 3 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, May 4 
  12:10 PM  Frank Mooney   
Wednesday, May 5 
   8:15 AM  Howard Liston 
Thursday, May 6 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, May 7 
    8:15 AM  Marie & John Wanninger 
Saturday, May 8 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, May 9 
      8:30 AM  Carol Warner & Family   
  10:30 AM  Nancy McCann 
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, May 6 (ZOOM) 
 

7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

ECHO CALENDAR RAFFLE 
Weekly $100 Drawings on Tuesdays  
From July 6 to December 28, On Facebook Live 
Big drawing of $1000 on December 1! 
$25 per ticket (each ticket can win more than once) 
Cash or check to ECHO accepted.   
Contact 608-754-5333 for more information, or  
Greg & Sandy Kraft 608-754-5615. 

FOOD DRIVE FOR ECHO 
& BRATS TO GO! 
The St. Mary's and  
St. Patrick's Knights of 
Columbus Councils will 

be hosting an ECHO Food Drive the weekend of May 14-15, 
following each Mass, in the parking lot of St. Mary’s Church. 
 

The KC’s will be cooking complimentary brats for you to 
take home, so plan to attend Mass, drop off your donation, 
and pick up a delicious, freshly prepared Wisconsin brat as 
our thanks for your support! 
 

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Organization will help 
with funding if 1000 pounds of food, or $500 is collected,  
so let’s work together to make this food drive a success! 
 

Some current ECHO needs: 
 

Pop-Top Canned Meals 
Box Meal Kits 
Canned Meat 
Peanut Butter 
Instant Oatmeal 
Juice 

Cleaning Products 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Deodorant 
Diapers (Sizes 3-6)   

 

May Crowning and  
Marian Procession  

 

Mother’s Day,  
May 9th 1:30 pm 

St. William Church  
Janesville   


