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Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
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Coord. Religious Ed……………...Jan Bier 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
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Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
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St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
                                            Lisa Nemeth 
 

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

 

    

Week 39    

03-28-2021 8,325.00 11,635.00 -3,310.00 

YTD $440,788.30 453,765.00 -12,976.70 

Money Matters 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Beautiful May Crowning services were held recently with 
our religious education and parish school students. Nativity 
of Mary parishioners have always celebrated this month 
with a special devotion to the Blessed Mother as our  
patroness. On Mother’s Day weekend, there is an added  
significance. Virtues on parade is not an overstatement 
when it comes to recognizing the all important ways in 
which our mothers influence the lives in their families and 
beyond. 
 
Trust, respect, courage, perseverance, humility, compassion 
and love are just some of the gifts of the heart that our 
mothers display and bestow on those in their care. We pray 
that Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, may always be the 
holy example and unfailing source of strength and joy and 
peace for every mom. Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
A reminder that next weekend our Pastoral Council and the 
Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring a food drive at our 
Masses. You are invited to donate food and/or cash to ECHO 
as you have done so faithfully time and time, again. After 
Mass be sure to  pick up some free brats to enjoy at home. 
Thanks to our pastoral council and the Knights for making 
this possible. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“I think of you dear mothers: how much you pray for 
your children without getting tired.  Continue to pray, 
and entrust your children to God; He has a great heart!”
    

            - Pope Francis 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of April 30, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $45,834.00. 
 

We have already paid in $38,833.99. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$17,500.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
127, at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

 

The school received a letter from Tammy DeGarmo,  
Executive Director of Project 16:49 for our $500 donation 
that helps to provide basic needs for homeless youth in the 
Janesville Community.  She stated that “acts of kindness 
change the world” and expressed her sincere gratitude for 
teaching students at St. Mary School of this important life 
lesson. You may recall that this was our special for Lent 
this year. 
 
Last week we recognized the important role that all the 
staff in our school plays with supporting the teaching and 
learning mission of St. Mary School.  The Home & School 
Association and Room Parents organized a series of special 
activities for each day.  We finished the week with a special 
Friday dress up day in which students dressed in their 
teacher’s favorite color as a sign of student appreciation 
for the staff.  
 
On May 5, at the conclusion of Mass, students, staff and 
those attending Mass processed out of church to the  
Nativity House for the MayCrowning Ceremony.   We have 
prayed all year for the intercession of the Holy Mother for 
good health and to be filled with joy so that we all may 
grow in wisdom and grace.  Mr. Anderson (our music 
teacher) led students in singing the hymns Immaculate 
Mary and Hail Holy Queen. 
 
Congratulations to Emma, McKenzie, Lila, D’Angelo and 
Tony who made their First Communion on May 2.   
The Lord be with you! 
 
Dr. Kim Ehrahardt, Principal 
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Readings for Sunday, May 9, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31 / 1 Jn 3:18-24 / Jn 15:1-8 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 16, 2021 
The Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11 / Eph 1:17-23 / Mk 16:15-20 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit,  because without me you 
can do nothing.” (Jn 15:5) 
 

********************************************************* 
“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,” are powerful words 
that are found in John’s Gospel. Most of us probably have them 
committed to memory or have at least heard them proclaimed 
dozens of times. They are words that can easily become trite and 
quickly glossed over without fully pondering and digesting their 
profound beauty. When we take the time to immerse ourselves 
in them, they can radically change our lives and our  
relationships. They can open up new doors of adventure and 
hold countless possibilities for meaning. The essence of love and 
friendship are things that can easily be taken for granted. They 
have always been there and are a significant part of our lives. 
Many would say that they could not live without love and  
friendship, and they put a great deal of care into preserving, 
deepening and sustaining them. Love and friendship share a  
mutual relationship with each other that deserves more  
reflection. 
 

Where does love come from? We can consider relationships that 
have not succeeded and conclude that they were somehow due 
to our “failures in love.” In doing so, we assume that human  
beings are the ones responsible for love, its success and also its 
failure. While our weakness, emotional composition and  
sinfulness can easily impact our ability to love, its origin is not 
human. God is love. God is love’s author and origin. When we 
love, it is God who loves in and through us. It is because of this 
divine closeness that Jesus is able to call us friends! It is not  
because of anything we have done but simply because of who we 
are. Realizing and contemplating this awesome reality becomes a 
game changer across the board. It gives us reason to clear the 
table of anything that can adversely affect the way we love so 
that we can open the door for its author to shine forth. 
 

Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St. Francis of  
Assisi to leave that which is comfortable and worldly and live a 
radical life. They relate with the love of God that radiates in and 

through all living things and appreciate their sacredness. It was 
having an intimate experience of God’s love and friendship that 
propelled St. Francis and others to embrace simplicity, act  

nonviolently, pursue humility, love enemies, care for the earth 
and open up avenues for true justice. Understanding this  

profound truth will also help us find peaceful solutions to 
world’s problems, restore relationships with our sisters and 
brothers, bring the grace of loving stewardship to creation and 

heal many wounds. Once we begin to see how wonderfully holy 
all of life really is, we discover joy. We lose our need for fear,  
develop a fierce fortitude, act prudently and seek justice. There is 

great power in love because it comes from God. It will never fail. 
It also enjoys the company of two other friends who are eager to 

become our friends as well: faith and hope. These are just as  
important to have and to share. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan, Michael and Randy, Bill,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, John Collins,  

Noah Cotter, Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Edna Thorp, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A word about home visits:  Due to the  
pandemic Msgr. Ganshert and Sr. Ruth will  
not be making pastoral visits to the hospital, 
nursing homes, or to those who are homebound 
except for people who are end of life or are very 
seriously ill.  If you, a family member, or  
someone you know fits this description, please 
contact the parish office at 608-752-7861. 



What’s Happening 

Let us run to Mary and as her little children cast 

ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence 
– St. Francis de Sales  

Plans are under way for our traditional Baccalaureate Mass  

to be held on Sunday, June 6th at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  

It’s a nice way for our parish to   

honor our graduates and pray         

for them as they set off on new          

endeavors, whether it’s work,      

military service, or more schooling.   

If you know of anyone who would 

like to be a part of this special      

service, please contact Jan Bier at 

re@nativitymary.org, or                        

608-752-7861 ext. 104.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers! Allow Jesus to 
be Lord of your marriage relationship.    

The next in person Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
Weekends are on June 25-27 in Geneva, IL; Aug. 20-22 in 
Madison, WI and Sept. 17-19 in Geneva, IL.   
 

There are virtual experiences on Sept. 13 thru Oct. 4 and 
Nov. 13-14.   
 

For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or call  
(888) 574-5653.  Early registration is recommended.   

Women of Our Parish—You Are Invited! 
 

The Madison Diocesan Council of Catholic Women invites 
all women of the Madison Diocese to the MDCCW Annual 
Convention to be held the morning of June 12th. 
 
This virtual gathering will be filled with music, prayerful 
time, messages from His Excellency, The Most Reverend 
Bishop Donald Hying, Bishop of Madison, and others.  
Virtually gather with women from our Diocese to  
celebrate 100 years of the NCCW experience. 
 

All women who register by May 28 will be given a link to 
the virtual convention. The first 100 women to register 
will receive a convention packet filled with information 
about the Council’s many activities within the Madison 
Diocese. 
 

For further information on the Convention, go to our 
MDCCW website: mdccw.com, or to register,  
https://forms.gle/wdQ2mQa3k7e6ZYrk8) 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
http://mdccw.com
https://forms.gle/wdQ2mQa3k7e6ZYrk8


What’s Happening 

Wedding Anniversary Celebration 

 Bishop Donald Hying wants honor couples celebrating  

50 years of marriage in 2021 in one or more of the following ways: 

 

1. A special Mass of Thanksgiving will be held on August 29th at            

St. Francis Xavier in Cross Plains.* 

2. Receive a letter and certificate of recognition from the Bishop. 

3. Participate in and receive a commemorative booklet. 
 

  

If you wish to participate in any of these opportunities you MUST submit your 

names to your parish office by May 12th in order to receive a letter with more 

detailed instructions (including how to register for the Mass of Thanksgiving). 

“Let us love, since 
that’s what our hearts 
were made for.” 
 

-St. Therese of Lisieux 

First Holy Communion 

Eight young people made their First Holy Communion at our parish on Sunday, May 2. The mass was concelebrated with 

Msgr. Dan Ganshert and Msgr. Kevin Holmes, a relative of two of our communicants. It was a beautiful spring day, and the 

church was filled with people who witnessed this important step in the faith lives of these children. We pray that they always 

know the peace of Jesus, the light of His love, and the joy of His life within them.  

(In the picture, left to right) Elliott Lee, Ellianna Shire, McKenzie Hoff, Emma Field, Lila Miller, Henry Hahn, D’Angelo Suarez, 

Tony Williamson; back row: Msgr. Dan Ganshert, Msgr. Kevin Holmes 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, May 10 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, May 11 
  12:10 PM  Hartzell Kas   
Wednesday, May 12 
   8:15 AM   
Thursday, May 13 
   8:15 AM  Bill & Barbara Waterbury, 60 Yr Anniversary   
Friday, May 14 
    8:15 AM   
Saturday, May 15 
   4:30 PM   
Sunday, May 16 
      8:30 AM  Rollin Royce 
  10:30 AM   
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Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, May 13 (ZOOM) 
 

7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

FOOD DRIVE FOR ECHO 
& BRATS TO GO! 
The St. Mary's and  
St. Patrick's Knights of 
Columbus Councils will 

be hosting an ECHO Food Drive the weekend of May 14-15, 
following each Mass, in the parking lot of St. Mary’s Church. 
 

The KC’s will be cooking complimentary brats for you to 
take home, so plan to attend Mass, drop off your donation, 
and pick up a delicious, freshly prepared Wisconsin brat as 
our thanks for your support! 
 

The Knights of Columbus Supreme Organization will help 
with funding if 1000 pounds of food, or $500 is collected,  
so let’s work together to make this food drive a success! 
 

Some current ECHO needs: 
 

Pop-Top Canned Meals 
Box Meal Kits 
Canned Meat 
Peanut Butter 
Instant Oatmeal 
Juice 

Cleaning Products 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Deodorant 
Diapers (Sizes 3-6)   

 

May Crowning and  
Marian Procession  

 

Mother’s Day,  
May 9th 1:30 pm 

St. William Church  
Janesville   

Diocese of Madison 
National Combined Collection 
 
Next weekend, May 15-16th, the National Combined  
Collection will be conducted in our parish.   
 
This combined collection is combining the following  
individual collections: 
 
  Black & Indian Missions 
  Catholic Promotion of Authentic Human                  

 Development 
  Catholic Communications Campaign 
  Catholic Home Missions 
  Catholic University of America 
  Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military             

 Services 
  Retirement Fund for Religious 
 
Your help and support is critical.  Please take this week to 
pray about the support you can provide.   


