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St. Mary School 
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Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Sue Vodak & 
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Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator…………………………Jan Bier 
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Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton ............... Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                               

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 
From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful. Enkindle in 
them the fire of your love that they might bear fruit that  
remains. Locked in an upper room the apostles were  
remembering that Jesus commanded them to go out to all 
the world and baptize and make disciples. And so, from  
Jerusalem was spread the Catholic faith all around the world. 
 
Some say we need to make that Pentecost event ever new in 
our own time and place when so many people identify with 
being spiritual, but not religious. The apostles were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and performed signs and wonders that 
captured the attention of countless people. It is the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives that will attract others to become 
disciples of the Lord. It will be our kindness, self control, 
gentleness, love, joy, peace, patience, faithfulness and  
generosity, the type of fruit that remains and allows the Holy 
Spirit, in you and in me, to enkindle the fire of God’s love in 
the hearts of those around us. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“To live in the midst of the world  
with no desire for its pleasures …..  
To be a member of every family 
yet belonging to none ….. 
To share all sufferings; to penetrate  
all secrets; to heal all wounds ….. 
To daily go from men to God to offer  
Him their homage and petitions ….. 
To return from God to men to bring  
them His pardon and hope ….. 
To have a heart of fire for charity  
and a heart of bronze for chastity ….. 
To bless and to be blest forever.   
O God, what a life, and it is yours,  
O Priest of Jesus Christ!” 
 

- Jean-Baptiste Henri Lacordaire, O.P. (1802-1861)  

It’s Anniversary Time 

 

You aren’t going to believe this ...but May 24 is the  
47th anniversary of our beloved pastor’s ordination!  
  
Yes, indeed, our dear Monsignor Daniel Ganshert has 
been loving and serving the Lord and shepherding his 
flock, with his trademark gentleness and kindness since 
May 24, 1974.  What a wonderful day it was when the 
Lord sent Msgr. Dan into the world to serve His people. 
How blessed we are to now have Monsignor as OUR  
pastor here at Nativity of Mary.  Take a moment  
sometime soon, to congratulate Monsignor Dan and  
thank him for so many beautiful years of service.   
We pray he will have many more years to share with us.  
 

Children often talk about what they want to be "when 
they grow up." Do they ever talk about being a priest or  
a sister? At some point as a child, Msgr. Dan must have 
done that very thing...talk about being a priest.  His  
parents clearly were a huge support and encouragement 
for him.   
 
Parents, you are the hand of God - encourage your  
children to consider Church ministry.  Talk about the  
possibility with them.  Open their minds and hearts  
to considering religious life, to being like the wonderful 
priests they know. Help them learn to listen for God 
speaking to them.  He may not call them….but then 
again…...He might!!         

CONGRATULATIONS and 
 HAPPY 47th ANNIVERSARY  

MONSIGNOR DAN!! 
 

God bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jack Llewyn Kennedy 
Son of Robert & Marlaina 

May 2, 2021 
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Readings for Sunday, May 23, 2021 
Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-11 / 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 / Jn 20:19-23 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, May 30, 2021 
The Most Holy Trinity 
Dt 4:32-24, 39-40 / Rom 8:14-17 / Mt 28:16-20 

Pentecost Sunday 
Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.   (John 20:19-23)  

********************************************************* 
The season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration, the 
feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper room 
in Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. 
The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles, 
today’s first reading. The account in today’s Gospel, John 
20:19-23, also recounts how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to his disciples. Yet the event in John’s Gospel takes 
place on Easter Sunday. There is no need to try to reconcile 
these two accounts. It is to we know that after his death, Jesus 
fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper, an     
Advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses 
throughout the world. 

In the context of the feast of Pentecost, John 20:19-23  
reminds us about the integral connection between the gifts of 

peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

greets his disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then  
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has 

begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” He breathes 
the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and sends them to continue 

his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. 
Jesus’ act of breathing the Holy Spirit upon the apostles  

mirrors God’s act of breathing life into Adam. In fact, both the 

Greek and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also be translated as 
“breath.” This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to 

be a reconciling presence in the world. The reconciling  
presence of Christ is celebrated in the Church’s sacramental 

life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are cleansed of sin and 
become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of Penance, 

the Church celebrates the mercy of God through the  
forgiveness of sins. This reconciling presence is also to be a 

way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be 

agents of peace and harmony among people. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Dan, Michael and Randy, Bill,  

Valerie Boggs, Karen Bullis, John Collins,  

Noah Cotter, Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 752-4387 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

A Sunday  
well spent, 

brings a week  
of content. 

“The wind and fire of the Holy Spirit must  
continually break down those barriers that we 
continue to build between us; we must continually 
pass from Babel to Pentecost.”  
    

    - Pope Benedict XVI 
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What’s Happening 

Plans are under way for our             

traditional Baccalaureate Mass  to    

be held on Sunday, June 6th at the 

10:30 a.m. Mass.  

It’s a nice way for our parish to      

honor our graduates and pray for 

them as they set off on new              

endeavors, whether it’s work,                

military service, or more schooling.   

If you know of anyone who would  

like to be a part of this special service, please contact Jan Bier  

at re@nativitymary.org, or 608-752-7861 ext. 104.    

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers! Allow Jesus to 
be Lord of your marriage relationship.    

The next in person Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
Weekends are on June 25-27 in Geneva, IL; Aug. 20-22 in 
Madison, WI and Sept. 17-19 in Geneva, IL.   
 

There are virtual experiences on Sept. 13 thru Oct. 4 and 
Nov. 13-14.   
 

For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or call  
(888) 574-5653.  Early registration is recommended.   

Women of Our Parish—You Are Invited! 
 

The Madison Diocesan Council of Catholic Women invites 
all women of the Madison Diocese to the MDCCW Annual 
Convention to be held the morning of June 12th. 
 
This virtual gathering will be filled with music, prayerful 
time, messages from His Excellency, The Most Reverend 
Bishop Donald Hying, Bishop of Madison, and others.  
Virtually gather with women from our Diocese to  
celebrate 100 years of the NCCW experience. 
 

All women who register by May 28 will be given a link to 
the virtual convention. The first 100 women to register 
will receive a convention packet filled with information 
about the Council’s many activities within the Madison 
Diocese. 
 

For further information on the Convention, go to our 
MDCCW website: mdccw.com, or to register,  
https://forms.gle/wdQ2mQa3k7e6ZYrk8) 

Seeking Pastoral Council Members 
 

Do you know a parishioner with the vision to help lead 
Nativity of Mary Parish? 
 

Do you feel called yourself to help Nativity of Mary parish 
at this exciting time in our history? 
 

If so, please consider nominating that parishioner, or 
yourself, to become a member of the Nativity of Mary 
Parish Pastoral Council by contacting our Pastor, Msgr. 
Dan Ganshert at 608/752-7861 or via email at  
Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org. Nominations should be 
received by May 30th. 
 

The Pastoral Council directly helps the parish fulfill the 
pastoral mission of Jesus and the Church. It consists of 
eight parishioners, selected from the membership at 
large, who join with one of the parish trustees in advising 
the pastor on pastoral planning to develop Catholic  
identity, promote evangelization, and foster stewardship 
at Nativity of Mary. 
 

To serve on the Pastoral Council you must be a baptized, 
practicing Catholic, a registered member of Nativity of 
Mary Parish, at least 18 years of age and an active  
participant in the parish worship life, especially Mass and 
the sacraments. 
 

The Council meets at least six times a year, typically the 
third Tuesday evening of a month. For more information, 
please approach one of the Council members who are 
listed below. 
 

The eight at-large parishioners on Council serve  
overlapping two year terms. The Council year begins in 
July.  If you are passionate, collegial and creative, please 
give service on the Pastoral Council your prayerful  
consideration. Thank you. 
 

Current Pastoral Council Membership Includes:  
Greg Kraft, Brett McIntosh, John Curry and Laura  
Worachek.  
 

Ex-officio members include:  
Msgr. Dan Ganshert, Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Tom Gehl,  
Jan Bier and Bob Craig. 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we are using a “Flocknote” program to email  
parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 
Also, please don’t forget to contact the parish office with a 
new email, phone number or address, anytime you make 
a change.   Help us stay connected! 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
http://mdccw.com
https://forms.gle/wdQ2mQa3k7e6ZYrk8
mailto:Daniel.ganshert@straphael.org
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ECHO CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 

Weekly $100 Drawings on Tuesdays  
From July 6 to December 28, On Facebook Live 
Big drawing of $1000 on December 1! 
$25 per ticket (each ticket can win more than once) 
Cash or check to ECHO accepted.   
Contact 608-754-5333 for more information, or  
Greg & Sandy Kraft 608-754-5615. 

Dare to Dream Book Club 
 
Calling all readers!!  BOOK CLUB IS BACK!!  After several months hiatus due to...well...you know...the big P...we are back to 
reading...back to meeting...and back to discussing!!  If you like to read...this is your group!!     
 

Whether you are a fast reader, a slow pleasure reader, one who likes fiction or non fiction...if you're looking for a group to 
read and discuss with, Dare to Dream is for you.  Our book club is in its fourth year (less that hiatus!) and has grown to be 
a lovely and lively group who read, discuss important points in the stories and our world, and most importantly, enjoy 
each other's company and fellowship.   
 

Books we read range from fiction with moral dilemmas to those specifically about our  
Catholic Faith.  Some examples are “The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah, “Tuesdays with 
Morrie”  by Mitch Albom, “Rediscovering Catholicism” by Matthew Kelly and “Mother  
Teresa’s Secret ! Our book for June’s meeting is At Home In Mitford by Jan Karon.   
 

Dare to Dream meets on the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm.  Please call for location 
information.  Books are a combination of provided through the library and having  
occasionally to purchase on your own.  If this is something you are interested in, please  
consider joining us!  We are open to all parishes and we'd love to have you.  If you have 
questions, contact Colleen at 608-346-3383 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com.  Leave a  
message and she will get back to you promptly. 

ECHO EAT OUT FOR HUNGER FUNDRAISER 
 

Dine out on Monday, June 7 and select restaurants will 
donate 10% of that day’s receipts as they take action 
against hunger. 
 

Visit www.echojanesville.org for a list of participating 
restaurants. 

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Holy Spirit, fan into flame the gifts  
I received in my Baptism and Confirmation. 
I want to receive the fire of Your love 
as Your disciples did at Pentecost. 
Come with wonder and awe, 
with wisdom, understanding, and counsel, 
with courage and faith in You. 
Holy Spirit, may my actions witness  
to Your presence in my life. 
Help me to see the ways my strengths 
can serve others in their weakness. 
In all my interactions, I want to radiate 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Breathe new life into the world through me. 
Amen. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, May 24 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, May 25 
  12:10 PM  Norman Eckerman Family   
Wednesday, May 26 
   8:15 AM  Mary Virginia Maloney and Jessica Lynn Szerlong   
Thursday, May 27 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, May 28 
    8:15 AM  Frank & Marie Weix 
Saturday, May 29 
   4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary  
Sunday, May 30 
      8:30 AM  John & Janet Prusansky 
  10:30 AM   

6 

Current reminders about attending Mass 
 

If you will be attending Mass, please note the following  
guidelines from Rock County and the Diocese of Madison: 
 

Those parishioners at risk (over 65 or anyone with a health 
condition) are strongly encouraged to stay home. 
 

Attendance will be first come, first seated.  Our maximum   
occupancy, observing social distancing, is 100 people.   
 

Wearing a face covering at all times is required in  
the church & school, including during Mass. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest. 
 

Together we can do our part to help everyone in our  
community stay healthy! 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Explore Catholicism and discover a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by joining the Church.  Contact Colleen 
Szerlong at 868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 

Thursday, June 3 (ZOOM) 
 

7-8 pm Inquirer/Catechumenate 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-449-7736. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Wearing Masks in the Communion Line 
 

Parishioners, please continue to wear your masks while in 
the communion line at Mass.  
 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Madison advises, “A 
communicant should only remove one’s mask in  
preparation to receive Holy Communion as the person  
immediately in front of the communicant is receiving Holy 
Communion.  So, the communicant should keep one’s mask 
on in the communion line prior to that point in time. The 
communicant should shortly thereafter resume the  
wearing of the mask after receiving Holy Communion.”   
 

Also, please remember to maintain a distance of 6 feet  
between you and the person in front of you in line. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. We wish to keep all of our 
parishioners and guests safe. 

Agrace Offers Virtual Grief Support—In June, 
grief support specialists from Agrace are offering a virtual 
(accessible with a tablet, computer or smartphone) grief 
support group for adults. Bridges Support Group meets 
June 9 and June 23, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
 

Pre-registration is required. For details, fees or to register, 
visit Agrace.org/GriefGroups or call (608) 327-7118.  

 
 
Deepen your faith with the Catholic Herald!   
Do you receive the Diocese of Madison Catholic Herald 
newspaper?  If you don’t and you would like to, please call 
the parish office at 752-7861 and we’ll see that it gets  
delivered to your home every week.  The cost of a one-year 
subscription is $22.  Please submit your payment directly 
to Nativity of Mary parish, with a note requesting a new 
subscription.   If you already receive the Catholic Herald, but 
no longer wish to, please let us know that and we’ll cancel 
your subscription.  Thank you. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Nativity of Mary Church 
Tuesdays 5-6 pm 

Saturdays 9:30-10:30 am 

News & Notes 

http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups

