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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Thank you for all of your good wishes, cards and gifts on my 
recent birthday. Having a birthday with all of you makes it a 
good one to remember for sure. It has, also, been a joy to call 
you on your birthdays this past year. With the pandemic, I 
have been grateful to make contact with a large number of 
our St. Mary parishioners with these birthday calls. We often 
had time for a brief getting acquainted in spite of all the  
distancing and isolating these many months. What a delight 
that now we can feel comfortable to return to being together 
at our regular weekday and weekend Masses. 
 

In the coming weeks, some of our fellow parishioners will be 
calling everyone as part of our participation in the Madison 
Diocese Go Make Disciples initiative. It will be one of the 
ways St. Mary’s wants to reach out to its parish family. A 
way to garner your insights and suggestions for how we can 
better serve one another including those who may be away 
from the Church. Thank you in advance for being willing to 
respond to us on these phone calls or in writing. There will 
be more information in the days ahead.    
 

Please mark the upcoming weekend of August 14 and 15 for 
information on the importance of Catholic Schools and Go 
Make Disciples here at St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

The school office will be open on Mondays through-
out the summer to sell Scrip from 8:00-10:00 am. 

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

Money Matters 
Money Counts for 2021-2022 

    

Week 1    

7-4-2021 15,478.50 11,635.00 3,843.50 

YTD $15,478.50 11,635.00 3,843.50 

Congratulations Mrs. Sue Vodak for 39 years of service as 

Secretary at St. Mary School.  Sue was honored at the 4:30 
p.m. liturgy this past Saturday, July 24, 2021.  Included in  
the picture is Monsignor Dan, Pastor;  Mrs. Vodak, and Dr. 
Ehrhardt, School Principal.  If you were not able to attend 
the mass, a copy of the video from the Mass will be  
included on the school Facebook page.  

St. Mary School is seeking applicants to fill a 4K Pre-
school teaching position that is currently open.  Qualified  
applicants must be certified to teach in the State of  
Wisconsin.  Please contact the school office at 608-754-5221 
to apply for this position.  Thank you.  

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of July 23, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $46,834.00. 
 

We have already paid in $44,228.98. 
 

This leaves us with a balance of approximately  
$12,000.00 remaining to meet our parish goal for 2021. 
The number of contributors from the parish numbers 
135 at this time. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping us to meet this  
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 
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Readings for Sunday, August 1, 2021 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15 / Eph 4:17, 20-24 / Jn 6:24-35 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, August 8, 2021 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 19:4-8 / Eph 4:30-5:2 / Jn 6:41-51 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never  
hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  
(Jn 6:35) 
******************************************************* 
“You cannot see the forest for the trees” is a widely known saying 
that can bring wisdom to our understanding of our journey.  
Often, our sight becomes limited to what is immediately before 
us. We lose touch with lessons and experiences from the past 
and promises and hope for the future. As human beings, we have 
the privilege of being able to choose things. What I like and don’t 
like, want, and don’t want can be major preoccupations of our 
minds and hearts. Our preferences and desires begin to define us 
more than the simple fact of our being. Who we are matters more 
than what we are or what we have. If we don’t move beyond the 
external and superficial stuff to what really is of essence, we risk 
becoming very unsettled, disorientated, angry, and unhappy. We 
fail to see the bigger picture of hope and promise that lies ahead 
and the Divine Presence that has sustained and carried us before. 
 

We like it when the “now” time of our lives satisfy us. Even the 
people who witnessed Jesus feed the five thousand got confused 
and distracted. It felt good when thousands of people were able 
to eat. They wanted to know what they could do to get this to 
happen again! But Jesus quickly reminds them that this is not the 
point of this sign. As much as the now time of our lives is of  
concern, it is not what is ultimately important. We need to learn 
the difference between being and doing, drawing more strength 
from who we are and who God is rather than what is happening 
around us and the choices we can make. Jesus is the true bread 
that came down from heaven. Jesus is the very incarnate  
presence of God who sustains life and assures us that we will not 
perish. This is not easy to understand and feel. We have to  
practice being in the presence of ourselves, others, creation, and 
God. We are brought to a holy place when we encounter the  
sacredness of being. This is real prayer. 
 

Then, we learn to trust. It is when we cease trusting that we start 

to become afraid, uncertain, apprehensive, and doubtful, and 
overly self-concerned. We even start to grumble. God has our 

back. That is the essential powerful message of the living bread 
come down from heaven. God, who is alpha is also omega, the 
beginning and the end, and has everything in between in his care 

as well. A woman once remarked that her most powerful God 
moment happened when she and her husband cuddled with their 
new baby for a time. Without exchanging words and using only 

the affection communicated through sight and touch, they rested 
in being with each other. This brought them to the sacred, where 

they realized that a greater Being was with them. It was real. 
They knew that they were part of something bigger, intimate, 
and profound. When we rest in the Living Source of life, we will 

find that our souls are no longer hungry or thirsty. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Sue Creek,  

Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran 

Rivera, Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, 

Cory & Barb, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
868-6386 or irishcatholic56@gmail.com. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Please support  

our bulletin advertisers 

this summer! 
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What’s Happening 

SAVE THE DATE …..  
Sunday, September 26  
St. Mary’s Virtual Fall Festival 
 
 
"Videographer needed: If you have video recording experience 
we need your help. We need someone to film a few brief pieces 
at St. Mary's for our Virtual Fall Festival.  Please call Sharlet at 
608-752-7861, extension 100, and leave your name and phone 
number. Thank you."  

 

Agrace Offers Four Virtual Support Groups  

Agrace is offering four professionally led, virtual 
(accessible with a tablet, computer or smartphone) grief 
support groups in August.  
 
Young Adult Grief Support Group is for anyone aged 
18 to 30+ years who is grieving a death. It meets every 
Tuesday in August, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 
Bridges Support Group is for adults grieving the death 
of any loved one. In August, it meets August 4 and 18, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
 
COVID-19 Loss Group is for adults grieving the death 
of any loved one due to the COVID-19 virus. It meets  
every other Wednesday. In August, meetings are August 
11 and 25, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. There is no cost to 
attend this group. 
 
Journey Through Grief is a six-week series for adults. It 
meets Wednesdays, August 11 to September 15, from 5 
p.m. to 6:30p.m. 
 
These groups meet online and are open to the public. 
There is no fee for people whose family member was in 
hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others can be 
lowered or waived, if needed. Pre-registration is  
required; call (608) 327-7118 with questions. 

Volunteers Needed for CATS 
To make our CATS, (Calling All Teens, our youth ministry 
program) events go smoothly and help everyone have a 
good time….we are seeking adults in our parish who are 
interested in volunteering to help with our CATS nights.  We 
meet the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month beginning  
August 28, 2021, from 6:30-8:30pm.                                    
 

If this is something you're interested in, please contact  
Colleen Szerlong, 608-752-7861 or re@nativitymary.org, 
and talk with her.  We would like to have at least two  
volunteers.  Looking forward to hearing from you! 

CATS Weekly Events Coming Soon!!   

CATS...Calling All Teens...is our St. Mary’s parish youth  
ministry program and ALL teens in our parish are  
members.  No sign up required.  If you are a teenager...you 
are IN!!  We all know it’s August now and time to gear up 
for the coming school year.  CATS is no exception.  Time to 
get ready!! 
 

Well, our coming school year promises to be a full one for 
CATS.  Full of new and interesting things to do, faith and 
learning, fun and friends. CATS will meet here at our parish 
on the first and third Mondays of each month, beginning 
August 30, 2021, from 6:30-8:30pm.  Location will be  
announced soon.  The first part of each meeting will be a 
lively discussion on our Catholic faith and related topics.  
That lively discussion will lead to the next half which will be 
the fun and friends portion.  Food, entertainment, activities, 
athletics, and many other fun things will take place.  Oh 
yes….and food.  Food will ALWAYS be available!!  
 

On the second and fourth (and fifth if there is one)  
Mondays, youth ministry will be a city wide event, including 
all Janesville parishes and their teens. The time is the same, 
6:30-8:30, the format will be similar, friends will be  
abundant,  and it will always take place at St. Patrick’s  
parish center.   

 

Remember….CATS is open to ALL teens of our parish …. 
there is no fee….you can come any Mondays you're  
available, and are not required to be there every Monday. 
This applies to our city-wide Mondays as well.  And please 
….bring friends.  The more friends, the better discussions, 
the more fun!!  Soon there will be a Sign Up Genius available 

and it would be great if 
you sign up because it 
helps us know how to 
plan for supplies, food, 
and so forth.  
However...if you forget 
to sign up, no worries. 
Come anyway!   
Questions?   
Colleen Szerlong  
(608-752-7861 or 
re@nativitymary.org) 

“Remember that nothing is small in the 
eyes of God.  Do all that you do with love.” 
 
    -St. Therese of Lisieux 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
mailto:r@nativitymary.org


5 

What’s Happening 

Heavenly Father,  

as you sent fiery tongues of the Holy Spirit  
on the Church gathered at Pentecost,  

so now send forth the same Spirit  
on the Diocese of Madison.   

Inflame us with wisdom and courage,  
evangelizing zeal, and greater charity,  

that we may be renewed in the Heart of Your Son  
and come to live ever more deeply  

Your Trinitarian life of sacrificial love.  
Through the Sacraments and Scriptures,  

in personal prayer and service of neighbor,  
may each of us be renewed for the sake  

of the saving mission of the Church:  
to proclaim the Gospel to every creature  

and make disciples in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Faith Sharing….Sharing Faith Weekly! 
 

Here at St. Mary’s, our parishioners share their faith freely 
and have been doing so for years.  In fact, for the past 15+ 
years, we have a group that meets weekly to not only share 
their faith, but also discuss the upcoming Sunday’s readings: 
what they mean and how they fit into our earthly lives and 
relationships with one another.  When Sr. Mary Angela  
began the group, she gave it the catchy title of “Faith  
Sharing” :) and they’ve been going strong ever since. The 
group  is open to any and all who are interested in growing 
their faith life and living as God wants us all to. The format 
is one of sharing what we each have to offer, along with 
some resources on the readings. No registration, no fees, 
just an openness to learning more about God. 
 

What?  Faith Sharing 
When?  Every Tuesday, 10:30am. 

Where?  Mac’s Pizza Shack, Milton Avenue 
Why?  To learn and love, and understand God's Word  

and grow our faith with friends. 
How?  Come...just come!!   

We look forward to having you with us! 

Religious Education Classes  
 

If you’ve been wondering about Religious Education  

classes here at St. Mary’s, no need to worry!  We’re  

working hard for our September 8 start. We will once 

again be meeting on Wednesdays.  PreK-7th grade 5:45-

7pm and Confirmation class from 7:15-8:30pm. Details 

and information on sign ups will be forthcoming very soon.   

 

If you have a child you’d like to enroll, and have questions, 

please feel free to contact Colleen Szerlong at 608-752-

7861 or re@nativitymary.org and talk with her. This year, 

we also are working to offer some adult discussions on 

various aspects of our faith during RE class time. So be 

looking for details on that also. And...if you are someone 

who has always wanted to share your faith, especially with 

our littlest disciples, call Colleen and talk about it with her.  

A desire to share your faith is the single most important 

qualification!!  We are all disciples and God calls us to “Go 

Make Disciples”!!  Here’s a wonderful opportunity to do 

just that. 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, August 2 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, August 3 
  12:10 PM  Putsch Family 
Wednesday, August 4 
   8:15 AM   
Thursday, August 5 
   8:15 AM   
Friday, August 6 
    8:15 AM  William & Myrtle Ryan 
Saturday, August 7 
   4:30 PM  Dennis Venable 
Sunday, August 8 
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
  10:30 AM  Howard Liston 
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Adoration  
Friday following 8:15 AM Mass  

 

Confession 
Tuesday 5:00-6:00 PM 

Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Fully-vaccinated persons may choose to not wear masks. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness, including those 
who are not vaccinated, will want to continue to wear a 
mask, or stay at home and watch Mass from there; 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the  
a video recording at our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help our  
community to stay healthy. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8am to 4:30 
pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Good News!  The premier online platform FORMED is 
filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio 
dramas, talks, e-books, and even cartoons for our  
children. FORMED has content from over 60 apostolates, 
including Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, and the 
Knights of Columbus, with material that is professionally 
produced, engaging, and solid in its catechism. Best of 
all, this material is free to you. 

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                            

Enter your name and your email address 
 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED 
app for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in 
your app store.  Or, enjoy FORMED on your computer or 
on your television with an inexpensive ROKU device, or 
Apple TV. 
 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, beginning August 1st to pray the rosary together. 

Revel in Summer  
 
Dear God,  
 
Let us revel in summer.  
 
Let us soak up the long days and warm sun.  
 
May our feet walk on sandy beaches and our heads rest 
on thick grass under blue skies.  
 
May we listen to and marvel at the singing of the birds 
and stop to watch blissful children at play.  
 
This summer, God, may our breathing slow and our 
hearts open. God help us to be present to all that is, so 
that we might best see all that might be.  
 
 David Johnson 

http://www.nativitymary.org
https://signup.formed.org/

