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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

A student waiting list is beginning at our St. Mary’s school. 
Learning about God and how practicing the holy virtues 
brings meaning and purpose to an individual’s life. This is 
what elementary education must be about. Faith formation 
and parental involvement has always been our school’s  
primary focus for all of its 107 years. Please spread the 
word that we are still enrolling students for the school year 
soon to begin. What a great gift it is to be able to invite  
others to come to know the joy of being part of St. Mary’s 
School. 
 

Small groups have been a popular part of participating in 
parish life over the years. There have been cherished  
experiences where neighbors and friends have come  
together in one another’s homes to pray, discuss and share 
their Catholic faith. If some of our St. Mary’s parishioners 
would be interested in forming some small groups, again, 
please let our Go Make Disciples team help you. Contact our 
parish office for more information. 
 

A brief thank you to our Virtual Festival and Sweepstakes 
committee for their exciting plans and fun ideas. Please help 
them make September 26th an event to remember by your 
participation. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

Registration for Religious Education classes has begun.  
There are three ways to sign up: You may pick up a  
registration form in the Church vestibule and return it to 
the parish office, or place it in the basket during Mass.   
You can also register online at our parish website 
www.nativitymary.org, or in person on September 8, from 
5:45-7:00 pm at St. Mary’ School.  We are looking forward 
to seeing your children each week and sharing our Lord 
and our faith with them! 

 
A message from Dr. Ehrhardt, Principal: 
  

In recent weeks, I hope you may have noticed the three 
billboards promoting St. Mary’s School displayed around 
the city.  Specifically, they are located on HWY 26 MILTON 
AVE, HWY 51 CENTER AVE and HWY 11 E. RACINE 
Street.  In addition, we have purchased two large  
promotional banners, one of which is currently hanging on 
the school fence by the school. We have been getting lots of 
positive feedback about this effort.  Rediscover the St. 
Mary’s Difference!  
 

Welcome to Mrs. Becky Frederickson, the new middle 
school teacher at St. Mary School.  Mrs. Fredrickson lives in 
Janesville with her husband, Jason, and their first-grade 
daughter Violet.  Reading, music, theatre, time outdoors, 
and time with family are some of her favorite activities  
outside of work. 
 

Mrs. Frederickson is a UW-Whitewater School of Education 
member and is completing a bachelor's degree in  
Secondary Education. Last semester, she was engaged in 
student teaching at Brodhead Middle School and fell in love 
with educating young adolescents!  Please see the school 
Facebook page for a picture of Mrs. Frederickson. 
  

The professional assignment for Mrs. Frederickson  
includes teaching middle school Language Arts and Social 
Studies as a teacher intern under the supervision of her 
former education professor Dr. Ehrhardt’ s and the  
supportive staff of St. Mary’s School. 
  

The Diocese of Madison is currently updating safety  
recommendations for schools and the School District of 
Janesville Board of Education is scheduled to approve a 
plan in the near future.  Regardless of the direction we end 
up taking, I am comforted with the fact that our mitigation 
efforts last year successfully kept students and staff safe, 
and maintained in-person education all year long.  More 
information will follow as we get closer to the start of the 
school year about the plan for St. Mary School.   
 

Happy Birthday to Sr. Mary who celebrated her birthday on 
August 4, 2021.  Thanks for all you do for the students and 
staff of St. Mary School! 
  

As we prepare for the 2021-22 school year we ask our 
Heavenly Father to continue to fill us with the Holy Spirit 
and the courage so that we might bring our talents and gifts 
to the important work of teaching and learning.  We ask the 
Lord to open our minds to the task at hand, to open our 
ears to each other, and open our hearts to do his will. 

St. Mary School and St. Mary Parish Families, 
 

I can’t express how grateful I am to all of you that  
celebrated my 39 years at St. Mary School. 
 

It is true that time does fly.  Looking back, I can’t  
believe how fortunate I’ve been to work with  
wonderful priests, principals, teachers, families,  
and especially great students.   
 

God Bless Everyone, 
 

Mrs. Vodak 
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Readings for Sunday, August 15, 2021 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab / 1 Cor 15:20-27 / Lk 1:39-56 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, August 22, 2021 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b / Eph 5:21-32 / Jn 6:60-69 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

“From this day all generations will call me blessed: the  
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His 
Name.” (Lk 1:48-49) 
******************************************************* 
They are courageous, wise women who ground us, focus us, and 
inspire us. They are the good mothers who walk with us and light 
our way. They teach us life lessons and help us heal and navigate 
through challenges and difficulties. We need people to point the 
way. Sometimes, these wise ladies are not our biological mothers 
but women in our lives, who through their strong and faithful 
presence, anchor us and remind us that we are loved. We need 
these women. Human beings do their best when they have  
cheerleaders in their lives. They show us that even when facing 
despair there is always a brighter tomorrow. 
 
Jesus needed his mother. She had to be that faithful anchor, that 
guiding presence, in his life. Jesus needed to be affirmed and  
encouraged just like any other human being and Mary had to be 
there, right by his side, doing precisely that. Even when her heart 
was pierced as he was nailed to a tree, she did not give up hope. 
Most certainly, she continued to wait, watch, hope, and love until 
he took his final breath. That’s what mothers do. Even when their 
heart breaks, they persevere. 
 

Today, our Blessed Mother is our cheerleader once again. Taken 
up to heaven in body and soul, she points to and directs us  

toward our final destiny. Life eternal waits! Any disappointment, 
fear, or anxiety can be set aside as she gently reassures us of 
God’s love and promise. Always a mother filled with grace and 

hope, she calls us to reaffirm our faith in God and in the gifts we 
have each been given. We can persevere and do what we need to 
do to live life well, with faith, hope, and love as our guiding lights. 

Knowing who we are and who we will one day become helps us 
to better chart the course and direction of our earthly lives. 

Looking to the example of our Blessed Mother, we receive the 
assurance we need. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Karen Bullis, Noah Cotter, Sue Creek,  

Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max Rammer,  

Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary 
 

Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 
In the plan of your wisdom,  
she who bore the Christ in her womb,  
was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness, 
and join in her hymn of endless love and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 
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Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, August 16 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, August 17 
  12:10 PM  Morgan Families 
Wednesday, August 18 
   8:15 AM  Sue Raby—1 Year 
Thursday, August 19 
   8:15 AM  Kelly Families 
Friday, August 20 
    8:15 AM  Phil Reuter 
Saturday, August 21 
   4:30 PM  Dennis Venable 
Sunday, August 22 
      8:30 AM  
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 

SAVE THE DATE …..  
Sunday, September 26  

Nativity of Mary  
Virtual Fall Fest and Sweepstakes 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* Videographer needed: If you have video recording  
experience we need your help. We are looking for  
someone to film a few brief pieces for our St. Mary's for 
our Virtual Fall Festival.  Please call Sharlet at  
608-752-7861, extension 100, and leave your name and 
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Adoration  
Friday following 8:15 AM Mass  

 

Confession  
***NEW TIME!  Wednesday 5:00-6:00 PM 

Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

News & Notes 

UPDATED— 
Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Do you enjoy gardening?   

Time spent outdoors in the sunshine?   
The beauty of flowers? 
Tending to God’s creation?   
 
We are looking for volunteers to care for the  
plantings on the grounds of St. Mary’s Church. 
 
 

Watering 
Weeding 
Planning 
Planting 
Caring! 
 

 

If you are interested in helping out, please call Sharlet 
in the parish office at 608-752-7861 at extension 100 
for more information. 

Server Training 
 

Msgr. Dan will conduct a training session for all those  
interested in being an altar server; adults and students.    
 

Saturday, August 28th at 10:30 am in the church.  The 
training session should only take about an hour.  Even if 
you have previously trained; a refresher with Msgr. Dan is 
recommended.  
 

We are excited about the  
possibility of parent/child 
teams.  Note: youth should, at 
least, be entering the 4th grade 
or older and have received 

their First Communion.                                 
 

Pope Francis has reminded us 
on many occasions to be of “service to others”. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

