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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Weekday Masses and confessions are not scheduled for this 
coming week here at St. Mary’s.  I will be on retreat at the 
campus of Notre Dame University in Indiana from Monday 
through Friday. If there is an emergency, phone calls to our 
parish can be forwarded to my cell phone, at any time night 
or day; just dial extension #101.  
 
Going on retreat over the years has been good for me and, I 
believe, good for those I attempt to serve as a parish priest.  
I will be praying for all of you and your intentions. It is with 
deep gratitude for all your support that I will continue to 
depend on your prayers for me. 
 
Retreats have been part of the spiritual life for Catholics 
throughout the centuries. Granted it is not always possible 
to take several days, but whatever extended time one has to 
retreat for awhile to rest and pray can be very worthwhile. 
Retreat centers in our area provide various days and types 
of Catholic retreat experiences.  
 
Our parish subscription to Formed allows all of our  
parishioners to draw on a wide range of spiritual resources 
to fashion a personal type of retreat experience. Feel free, 
again, to check out the information about Formed in this 
bulletin.  
 
May the Holy Spirit guide us in these coming days as we 
begin a new year for our parish school and religious  
education program. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

 

The Diocese of Madison has updated its COVID-19 safety 
recommendations for schools and acknowledges that the 
resources, physical space and enrollment of each school 
varies widely. In response to the varying situations in  
different schools, the Diocese is adhering to the principle of 
subsidiarity; which means decisions regarding which  
recommendations to implement and how to do so, rest with 
the school principal and/or pastor who must consider and 
may be limited by such factors as: 1) The amount of  
available space in which to distance students and/or  
maintain cohorts. 2) The overall enrollment and class size. 
3) The degree of disease transmission in their community; 
and, 4) any local or county ordinances that may be issued in 
response to the pandemic. Next week, the Catholic Schools 
have a meeting with the Rock County Health Department to 
learn about their current school guidance and on August 
24, 2021, the School District of Janesville Board of  
Education is scheduled to approve a safety plan for the 
start of the school year. As you may know (from the  
popular media) the most controversial issue in these plans 
is if “student masking” will be optional or required. Before 
a final decision is made, Monsignor Dan and I will be talking 
with the school staff, consulting our own school medical 
team, listening to parent views, reviewing directions from 
the Rock County Health Department and evaluating the 
specific requirements the Janesville Public Schools are  
implementing in response to the health crisis. A final  
decision will then be made in collaboration with the St. 
Mary School Board and published to parents on or before 
August 27, 2021. We are purposely waiting until this later 
date to make the most current and informed decision.  

 

Just a reminder, please make sure you are available to  
attend the 10:30 a.m. St. Mary School Family Mass on     
August 29, 2021, in which students, staff and parents will 
be involved in the music and different parts of the  
liturgy.  The annual Back-to-School Picnic will follow Mass 
in the school parking lot.   

 

As we prepare for the 2021-22 school year, we ask our 
Heavenly Father to continue to fill us with the Holy Spirit 
and the courage so that we might bring our talents and gifts 
to the important work of teaching and learning at St. Mary 
School.  We ask the Lord to open our minds to the task at 
hand, to open our ears to each other, and open our hearts 
to do his will.   God Bless You All! 

 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt 
Principal 

 
 
 

 

 
Dorothy Smith and Marilee Greiter were recently called to 

eternal life.  
 

Please remember them, and all who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, in your prayers. 



3 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Simon Peter answered him, “Master to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.” (Jn 6:68) 
******************************************************* 
“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of other 
gods.” We struggle with our gods. They appear in the forms of 
things like money, power, prestige, popularity, privilege, and self
-fulfillment. We like these “gods” because they make us feel good 
and ask very little of us in return. When we worship them, we 
worship ourselves. How can you go wrong with that? We buy 
into the illusion that if something can give us a comfortable life, 
free of want and need, then it is worth setting other things aside 
to pursue it. In essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who 
is God” and to whom do we belong is a real one and one that can 
easily find us empty and experiencing disillusionment. 
 

The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him more. 
We are promised “more.” But in pursuing the more and the  
satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the cost is great. We  
sacrifice our very life in pursuit of something disguised as life. 
We sacrifice truth for something that only “feels” true. While the 
true and real God certainly promises us many things, many 
things are also required. It is not about the warm and secure  
feelings and self-absorption the world wants to provide, but of 
giving back. There can be no lukewarm stance with regard to 
faith. If we are in, then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do some 
difficult things: work in service of God’s kingdom (not our own), 
love our enemies, offer no resistance to injury, that we must die 
to ourselves in order to find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly 
gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard 
things to accept and even harder to put into practice. It is no 
wonder that many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk 
away in pursuit of the more self-satisfying gods. 
 

But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of Jesus 
Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom can we go? 

There is only one source of truth and life, Jesus Christ. Jesus has 
the words of eternal life and if we do not go to him, then where 

else will we find this gift? But we must be faithful and buy into 
the whole package deal that requires sacrifice and fidelity. When 
we do, we find ourselves, through the Body and Blood of Christ, 

connected to the Source of all life and then intimately bound with 
our brothers and sisters. We all have to decide whether we want 
to stay or go and if we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s a 

choice we all have to make. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Karen Bullis, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter,  

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max Rammer,  

Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, August 22, 2021 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b / Eph 5:21-32 / Jn 6:60-69 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, August 29, 2021 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8 / Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 / Mk 7:1-8, 14-15,  
21-23  
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What’s Happening 

Volunteers Needed for CATS 
To make our CATS, (Calling All Teens, our youth ministry 
program) events go smoothly and help everyone have a 
good time….we are seeking adults in our parish who are 
interested in volunteering to help with our CATS nights.   
We meet the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month beginning  
August 30, 2021, from 6:30-8:30pm.                                    
 

If this is something you're interested in, please contact  
Colleen Szerlong, 608-752-7861 or re@nativitymary.org, 
and talk with her.  We would like to have at least two  
volunteers.  Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

DISHES—We still have some dishes left from 
funeral luncheon food donations. If you think 
you might have some to pick up, the dishes will 
be out in the church hall. Come down after Mass 
and check. Thanks!  

RCIA----What's It All About? 
 

If you’ve heard about RCIA and want to know more…..If 
you are interested in becoming Catholic but don’t know 
how….If you are just curious about what being Catholic 
involves...or if you know anyone who is any of the 
above….here's your chance to find out.  
 

Join us on Sunday, August 22,  immediately following 
10:30 am Mass, downstairs in the Parish Hall.  We will 
give you an overview of RCIA and all it entails and  
answer your questions.  Come….see what your faith’s 
future could hold for you! 
 

Questions?  Email Colleen at re@nativitymary.org 

TRAVELING CHALICE 
 
Our Traveling Chalice is back beginning Labor Day  
weekend and it’s in need of hosts.  Please consider  
hosting the Chalice for a week and praying for vocations. 
We all have a vocation in life, God’s purpose for us.  We 
all need prayer.  Please help with prayer!  You may sign 
up on Sign Up Genius via the link below or in person after 
Masses the weekend of August 21-22. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling 

SAVE THE DATE …..  
Sunday, September 26  

Nativity of Mary  
Virtual Fall Fest and Sweepstakes 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
* Videographer needed: If you have video recording  
experience we need your help. We are looking for  
someone to film a few brief pieces for our St. Mary's 
for our Virtual Fall Festival.  Please call Sharlet at  
608-752-7861, extension 100, and leave your name 
and phone number.  

Taste and see 
God’s goodness. 

 

Psalm 34 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
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What’s Happening 

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

Religious Education Sign up Time!! 
 

Fall, school and Religious Education classes are coming 
soon and it's time for registration!!  Registration begins 
Sunday, August 8 and you have three options for  
registering your children.  You may pick up a registration 
form in the Church vestibule and return it to the parish 
office or in the offering basket during Mass. OR…. you can 
register online at our parish website, nativitymary.org.  
OR…. you can register in person on September 8, from 
5:45-7pm in the school.  So choose your option and  
register your children!! We are looking forward to seeing 
them each week and sharing our Lord and our faith with 
them. 
 

Our Religious Education year is promising to be a  
wonderful one with some new facets to it.  As usual,  
PreK- 7th grade will meet each Wednesday from 5:45-
7pm in the school.  8th-9th grade Confirmation students 
will also meet as in the past,  from 7:15-8:30pm in the 
Nativity House.  We have two new parts to our RE  
program this year.  On the last Wednesday of each month 
(that varies a bit at holidays), we will have Family Faith 
night from 5:45-7pm. All RE students are a part of it and 
expected to participate with their families,  and it is open 
as well to all families and parishioners of St. Mary's.  Each 
month there will be a new Catholic topic to learn about 
with activities for all ages.  We will end with friends,  
fellowship and food. Confirmation students are also  
welcome and then will have their usual meeting time 
from 7:15-8:30pm. 
 

In addition, each week, from 6-6:30pm, we will offer 
“Catholic Update” for our RE parents and any other  
parents of the parish, to help them answer questions 
they have, and give them helpful knowledge about many 
aspects of Catholicism that they may not be aware of.  
Our Catholic update is a quick and easy way for you to 
keep up your knowledge and strengthen your faith while 
your child is doing the same in their own classes.  
 

Along with in person registration and orientation on  
September 8,  we will have a parent meeting from  
6:30-7pm. As always, if you have any questions, contact 
Colleen Szerlong at re@nativitymary.org or  
608-752-7861.     

Calling All Teens 
 
 Our first night of CATs is approaching quickly!  Set 

aside August 30, 6:30-8:30pm for our first parish 
night of faith, fun, food and fellowship.   

 Remember….ALL parish teens are members of CAT 
and welcome at any or all of our CAT meetings.   

 The 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month will be here 
at St. Mary’s and the 2nd and 4th Mondays, you will 
meet at St. Patrick’s with the rest of our Janesville 
parishes.   

 You do not have to sign up, but it is helpful to  know 
how many are coming for us to be prepared with 
supplies.  So…check out our Sign Up Genius link  
below and pick the nights you can come between 
now and   December.  Plenty of room for all of you!! 
We’re  excited to have fun with you!!    

GO TO:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4EADAC2EA6FD0-catscalling 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4EADAC2EA6FD0-catscalling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4EADAC2EA6FD0-catscalling


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, August 23 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, August 24 
  NO MASS  
Wednesday, August 25 
   NO MASS   
Thursday, August 26 
   NO MASS  
Friday, August 27 
    NO MASS  
Saturday, August 28 
   4:30 PM  Dorothy Smith 
Sunday, August 29 
      8:30 AM   
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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No Daily Mass 
August 24-27 

 

No Confession 
August 25 or August 28 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Good News!  The premier online platform FORMED is 
filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio 
dramas, talks, e-books, and even cartoons for our  
children. FORMED has content from over 60 apostolates, 
including Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, and the 
Knights of Columbus, with material that is professionally 
produced, engaging, and solid in its catechism. Best of 
all, this material is free to you. 

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                            

Enter your name and your email address 
 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED 
app for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in 
your app store.  Or, enjoy FORMED on your computer or 
on your television with an inexpensive ROKU device, or 
Apple TV. 
 

Server Training 
 

Msgr. Dan will conduct a training session for all those  
interested in being an altar server; adults and students.    
 

Saturday, August 28th at 10:30 am in the church.  The 
training session should only take about an hour.  Even if 
you have previously trained; a refresher with Msgr. Dan is 
recommended.  
 

We are excited about the  
possibility of parent/child 
teams.  Note: youth should, at 
least, be entering the 4th grade 
or older and have received 

their First Communion.                                 
 

Pope Francis has reminded us 
on many occasions to be of “service to others”. 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Serving the Spiritual Needs of Grieving Parents 
Losing a child under any circumstance is horrific.  
Focusing on the spirituality of the grieving process can 
help tremendously. This is a ministry for parents whose 
children of any age have died by any cause, no matter 
how long ago. Please join us. All are welcome. 
Emmaus Ministry for Grieving Parents 
At Our Lady of the Assumption, Beloit 
One-Day Spiritual Retreat:  
October 9, 2021, 9:30am-7:30pm 
For more information or to register,  
call Laura Warzecha at (608) 362-9066 ext. 114  
or check out the website: www.emfgp.org 

http://www.nativitymary.org
https://signup.formed.org/
http://www.emfgp.org

