
of Nativity  Mary 
313 E.  WALL  S TREET •  JANESVILLE,  WISCO NSI N 53545 -3047  

 
 

October 10, 2021  •  Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Rectory 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

Dir. of Liturgy  ........................... Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Coord. Religious Ed…Colleen Szerlong 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
Business Manager…………...Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 
Parish Secretary...……....Sharlet Collins 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Lisa Nemeth 
                                            

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator……………Colleen Szerlong 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Nativity of Mary ................ Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am 

St. Patrick……Sat. 7:30 am & 4:00 pm 

St. John Vianney ………….Sat. 8:15 am                                                                     
                                                  & 5:00 pm 
                             Sun. 8:15 & 10:00 am 
St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  

Sun. 8:00 & 10:30 am 
St. Mary - Milton................ Sat. 4:00 pm 
                                                Sun. 8:30 am                                        

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 

of 



News & Notes 

2 

News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Congratulations to our 2021 Fall Festival Committee for the 
outstanding planning and programming they conducted, 
once again, so successfully this past month. Many  
sweepstakes winners resulted due to the generous sponsors 
and benefactors who provided so many great prizes and 
congratulations is extended to them, as well. Now we start 
planning for next year. Let us know if you would like to join 
in the planning for 2022. Again, thank you everyone! 
 
Bishop Hying has partnered with the Catholic Leadership 
Institute to participate in the Called for More pilot program 
which includes tools that assist with both parish leadership 
and parish prioritization and with strategic planning.  
A survey tool will be used in all parishes of our Diocese in 
the coming weeks. It will be available to our parishioners 
online and in paper form. I encourage all of our parishioners 
to participate in this upcoming survey. There will be more 
information on this as we go forward. 
 
-Msgr. Dan 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

We recently celebrated the Feast of the Angels with  
special attention to the three Archangels mentioned in 
scripture:  Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.  Monsignor Dan 
talked with the students about how to pray to our  
guardian angel to guide and protect us when we feel 
afraid, uncertain or alone.  
 

Just a reminder that the Annual Steeple Chase is Sunday, 
October 17, 2021, at 12:00 noon.  We are planning on  
having a school family Mass on that same date at the 
10:30 mass.  As in past family Masses, our students and 
staff will play important liturgical roles at that  
liturgy.  Please make sure this Mass is on your schedule 
for October 17, 2021. 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences that will take place on 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021. 
 

In the Catholic Church, each of the 12 months of the year 
has a special devotional theme. It’s a great way to bring 
special traditions, symbols, colors, and even foods into 
our faith life at home.  As we all know, October is the 
month of the Holy Rosary.  Many different Marian and 
Rosary activities will take place at St. Mary School during 
the month.  A new devotion we are adding this year will 
be for our students to choose one of the noted feast days 
in October — for example, Our Lady of the Rosary 
(October 7), any Saturday (since all Saturdays are devoted 
to Mary) or the feast of Pope St. John Paul II on October 22 
(he was famously devoted to the Rosary) —to do a special 
act of charity for someone in need. Offer it up to Jesus 
through Mary’s Immaculate Heart.  More information will 
follow about this activity.   
 

- Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

Money Matters 

 

    

Week 11    

9-12-2021 6,848.98 11,635.00 -4,786.02 

YTD $113,080.81 116,350.00 -3,269.19  

    

Week 12    

9-19-2021 $13,047.25 11,635.00 1,412.25 

YTD $126,128.06 127,985.00 -1,856.94 

“Do not be afraid; just have faith.” 
     

    Mark 5:36 

Money Counts for 2021-2022 

                  Total              Budget         Variance 
Week 10    

9-5-2021 $17,562.81 11,635.00 5,927.81 

YTD $106,231.83 104,715.00 1,516.83 
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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” (Mk 10:21) 
 

******************************************************* 
If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going 
to be enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in 
going above and beyond, in leaving the comfortable and  
familiar, in stretching and growing, and in following a voice 
other than our own. St. Teresa of Calcutta rightly instructs us 
that for “love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must 
empty us of self.”  Being in love with God requires more than 
just checking the boxes of the commandments. It requires a 
sincere and unconditional self-investment. Desiring God with 
our whole heart, mind, and soul means that I must also desire 
a relationship with my neighbor with that same degree of 
fervor.  
 

Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are kept at a 
distance and treated as objects. We cannot truly know our 
neighbors, especially if they are different than us, if we keep 
them in boxes and do not listen to their stories. When we 
open ourselves to listen to another person’s story, we begin 
to realize more how similar we are than dissimilar. Being 
overly attached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas,  
lifestyles, and personal needs are absolute barriers to  
achieving the type of personal investment love demands. This 
is why following Christ can be difficult. It is less a matter of 
intellect and more a matter of heart and soul. It requires that 
we transfer our treasure from an investment in tangible  
secular things and move it into the Kingdom of God. It is only 
the gift of wisdom and discernment that can help us decide 
what to do and how to do it. 
 

Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not 
enter through the portal of a city weighed down with the  
baggage it was carrying. In order to enter, the baggage must 
be removed so that the animal could fit through the entry 
way. The same is true for us. We carry a lot of excessive  
baggage around with us that keeps us tethered to our past 
histories, wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears, and 
suspicions. To invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do 
God’s work and live out our love relationship with God, we 
need to shed the extra weight. While it may seem that a lot of 
that stuff is necessary, it really is not. We are much more than 
the things that we think define us and more secure than we 
think. The more there is to hold on to and the more that we 
carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it all behind. Many 
choose not to and walk away sad because they are not ready 
to trust.  

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, Sue Creek,  

Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max Rammer,  

Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, October 10, 2021 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 7:7-11 / Heb 4:12-13 / Mk 10:17-30 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, October 17, 2021 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 53:10-11 / Heb 4:14-16 / Mk 10:35-45 
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What’s Happening 

St. Mary’s congregation will be hosting the G.I.F.T.S. 

Men’s Shelter the week of October 17-23.  We’re in 
need of volunteers to help in providing meals.  If you 
have any questions, or already know what you’d like to 
make, please call Pat at 608-289-3911 to sign up.  Look 
for a place to do that in the church vestibule this 
weekend, as well.   
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me  
welcome,.”  Matthew 25:35 
 

GIFTS Men’s Shelter NEWS 
 

GIFTS Thrift Store GRAND OPENING 
GIFTS Thrift Store, 1141 Black Bridge Rd in Janesville, 
will host its grand opening from 10 am to 5 pm on  
Saturday, October 16.  The celebration will feature  
special sales on merchandise plus the opportunity to 
meet staff and volunteers.  Shoppers will also learn more 
about what items are acceptable to donate and volunteer 
opportunities.   
 

Any questions, call Dave Ellis, Thrift Business Manager at 
608-563-2116. 

October is the month  
of the Holy Rosary 
 

“The Rosary is spiritual medicine.”  
 

  - Pope Francis 
 
The Mysteries of the Rosary 
Have you ever wanted to explore the life of Jesus and Mary 
in a deeper way? Each decade highlights a sacred episode: 
 

Joyful Mysteries: Through the Annunciation (5) and  
Visitation (2), we get a glimpse at Mary’s joyful yes to God. 
She gives birth to Jesus in the Nativity (3). Mary and Joseph 
present their son at the temple (4) and bring him there 
again when he is a teenager (5). 
 

Luminous Mysteries: Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River (5) 
before Mary gives him a nudge to his first miracle at Cana 
(2). Jesus proclaims the Gospel (3), is transfigured on 
Mount Tabor (4), and institutes the Eucharist (5). The light 
is shining! 
 

Sorrowful Mysteries: Jesus prays in agony in Gethsemane (5), 
knowing his hour of suffering has come. After his  
betrayal and arrest, Jesus is scourged (2) and crowned with 
thorns (3). He carries his cross (4), and Mary stands at the 
foot of the cross as he is crucified (5). 
 

Glorious Mysteries: Christ is risen in glory (5)! After  
appearing to those he loves, he ascends into heaven (2). 
Jesus’ followers receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (3). 
Mary, unaffected by original sin, is assumed body and soul 
into heaven (4), where she is crowned queen,  
humble mother of Christ the King (5). 
 
“In times of darkness, holding the holy rosary beads is 
like holding your Blessed Mother’s hand.”   -Vaticansite 

 
 

More on the Rosary 
 

Visit FORMED, our “online library” for Catholic content, 
free to you as a member of St. Mary’s.   
 

Over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks,  
e-books, and even cartoons for our children, including: 
 

To Jesus through Mary - a Family Manual of the Rosary 
and Mysteries, The Traditional Catholic Rosary, Pope 
John Paul II’s Letter on the Rosary, Wisdom of the 
Saints Rosary, A Daily Rosary for Peace …..  
and many, many more titles! 
 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                    

Enter your name and your email address 

ECHO HAPPENINGS 
 

Empty Bowls TO GO — Saturday, October 23 
Fight to end hunger with handmade soups from local 
restaurants.  Soups will be pre-sold in quart freezer safe 
containers.  Pricing $10 per quart.  Call ECHO for further 
information 608-754-5333 or to place your order. 
 
BUCKY’S BOOK—You can SUPPORT JANESVILLE ECHO 
and it can COST YOU NOTHING!  There’s $20,000+ in 
50% OFF SAVINGS in Bucky Book’s 30 Anniversary  
Edition so use just one or two coupons over the next year 
(valid to Oct. 2022) to repay your $35 then it will cost 
you nothing to support ECHO…and you could save $100s 
more! There’s 50 % OFF at 40+ local Janesville  
businesses including groceries, 30 golf courses (valid 
next year), restaurants, pizza, fast food, entertainment, 
car washes, shopping, WI Dells, and so much more for 
you and your family!  
 

BONUS!  
As a THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, you’ll also  
receive an ABSOLUTELY FREE Coffee & Donut from  
Dunkin Donuts!   
 

Please support ECHO to continue helping those in need 
and order now at our landing page:  
https://www.buckybook.com/echo-janesville.  
 

Thank you for supporting ECHO! 

https://signup.formed.org/
https://www.buckybook.com/echo-janesville
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What’s Happening 

RE PROGRAM GROWING and in need! 
Our RE program has gained students this year and we are 
in strong need of two more catechists, one for 4th grade 
and another for 6th/7th grade.  These are great kids to 
work with...fun, funny and eager to learn about our faith. 
It only requires 75 minutes a week, from 5:45-7p on 
Wednesdays.  You do NOT need to be a teacher to be a 
catechist!!  You only need a sincere love of children and a 
desire to save souls by sharing your faith, so they can 
grow theirs!!  Please consider helping our children.  You 
will find it immensely rewarding!!  
 

Contact Colleen Szerlong if you wish to be a part of a most 
rewarding experience.  re@nativitymary.org, or 752-7861 
x 104. 

Our Catholic Update program, for parents and parish 

adults, will run from 6-6:30pm each Wednesday  

in room 315 of our school.  Catholic Update is a quick half 

hour on timely, relevant and often wondered about  

Catholic topics.  There will be a brief 10 minute lesson, a 

handout or two, and then time for Q & As.  Please join us 

in chatting and learning more about being Catholic, and 

helping us all to grow in love and faith!!  

Dan Schutte Concert 
(In person and via livestream) 
Sinsinawa Mound Center, Sinsinawa, WI 
Friday, October 15, 7 p.m. 
 

After many months of being closed to the public we 
are happy to announce that Dan Schutte will once 
again grace us with his presence in the Queen of the 
Rosary Chapel at Sinsinawa Mound! 
 

You’ve been singing Dan’s beloved melodies for years. 
Now the composer of “Here I Am, Lord,” “City of God” 
and “Sing a New Song” wants to share his love of God 
with you. Dan weaves stories, prayer and reflection 
with song, inviting all into a deeper relationship with 
God. Dan has been composing music for worship for 
over 50 years and continues to inspire with uplifting 
new compositions for liturgy and personal spirituality, 
exhibiting an enduring ability to reach into people’s 
hearts and draw them into prayer. This concert will be 
available both in person and via livestream.  
 

For more information go to  
www.sinsinawa.org/moundcenter/events 

CALLED FOR MORE—Parish Survey 
 

Nativity of Mary will be participating in a parish survey 
about discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute!  We need your help! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute  
survey online.  The survey can be accessed through an 
online link from October 14 – November 22, 2021 and 
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and 
enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to 
help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about the community 
as whole. The link will be:  
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  
This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Dan and our 
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be 
the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the results 
this spring/summer at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 
 

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up a paper copy of 
the survey after daily and Sunday Masses .  They will be 
located at the entrances of the church and the parish office.  
To submit the completed paper survey, please drop off in 
the collection basket or at the parish office.  To make  
special arrangements for getting a paper copy, please  
contact the Parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100.   
 

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Calling All Teens!!! 
St. Mary's teens are encouraged to take part in our City wide 
youth ministry nights on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month at St. Patrick's from 6:30-8:30pm. Join other Catholic 
teens from all over Janesville for fun friends, food and faith.  
(There will be no parish nights on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
for the time being, so take advantage of our marvelous city 
wide events!) 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
♦ Let the colors of fall remind you to rediscover the  

beauty of your marriage. 

♦Worldwide Marriage Encounter has all the tools you 
need for a great marriage.  
♦ Sign up today to attend an in person Worldwide  
Marriage Encounter Weekend on Oct. 15-17  
in Brookfield, WI.  There are virtual experiences on  
Nov. 13-14 and Dec. 4-5. 
♦ Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 

information visit our website at:  alifetimeoflove.org or 

call (888) 574-5653.   

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
http://www.sinsinawa.org/moundcenter/events
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, October 11 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, October 12 
   No Mass 
Wednesday, October 13 
   No Mass 
Thursday, October 14 
   No Mass 
Friday, October 15 
    No Mass 
Saturday, October 16 
  4:30 PM  Lee Marklein—1 Year 
Sunday, October 17 
      8:30 AM   Robert & Mary Neeson 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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No Mass 
Tuesday, October 12,  

through Friday, October 15 
 

No Adoration 
Friday, October 15 

 

Confessions 
No Confessions Wednesday, October 13 

Next Confession 
Saturday, October 16 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Afghan Refugee Assistance 
 

Funds collected will be used locally, including the  
Ft. McCoy Army Installation in Wisconsin, where a 
great many of those displaced are currently being  
sheltered, guided, and cared for. 
 

To donate, visit the Diocese of Madison website at 
https://madisondiocese.org/donate, and select 
“Afghan Refugee Assistance”.  Or, mark your  
donation “Afghan Refugee Assistance” and leave it 
here with us at St. Mary’s.  We will be forwarding 
these donations to the Diocese. 
 

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the  
widow, and loves the foreigner residing among 
you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to 
love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves 
were foreigners in Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:18-19)  

Agrace Hospice 
 

In October, grief support specialists from Agrace are  
offering two virtual (accessible with a tablet, computer 
or smartphone) grief support groups for adults:  
  

 Bridges (virtual) meets online October 13 and                
         27, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
 

 COVID-19 Loss Group (virtual) meets online  
          October 6 and 20, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 

Pre-registration is required for all groups. For details, 
fees or to register, visit Agrace.org/GriefGroups or call 
(608) 327-7118.  
 

Agrace is seeking volunteers across Rock County to 
visit with hospice patients or support its Janesville thrift 
store. Volunteer orientation will take place at Agrace’s 
Janesville office October 26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Pre-registration is required. Call (608) 327-7163 or visit 
agrace.org/volunteer to fill out an application. 

“Lord, renew the face of the Earth.”  
  

                 Psalm 104 

http://www.nativitymary.org
http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
http://www.agrace.org/volunteer

