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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic Church include  
Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation. It can be said 
that at Baptism one takes on the identity of Christ. At First 
Communion we take on the destiny of Christ, that is, joining 
the Heavenly Banquet, and at Confirmation we take on the 
mission of Christ. The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit received 
at Confirmation prepare us to meet the challenges to living 
out our Catholic faith in the world today. It takes wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, knowledge, fortitude, piety and fear 
of the Lord to do this. Knowing that we are not without the 
strength and grace necessary at this time in salvation  
history enlivens our faith, hope and love as those created by 
God, purchased with the blood of Christ and anointed by the 
Holy Spirit. For those of us already confirmed it is  
incumbent that we continue to give example to those  
preparing for this powerful sacrament. Like Christ, let us be 
about serving God, not about being served. 
 
Please continue to pray for our St. Mary’s candidates who 
will be confirmed by Bishop Hying next weekend at St.  
William parish here in Janesville. May God bless their  
families and catechists who have brought them to this  
important transition as they give witness to the mission of 
Christ in the world today. 
 
-Msgr. Dan 

2021 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Status as of October 15, 2021 
Our parish goal for this year is $56,225.00 
 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners 
totaling $56,309.00. 
 

We have already paid in $55,115.64. 
 

We have roughly $1,200.00 left to collect in pledges 
made, and we will have exceeded our parish goal for 
2021!  The number of contributors from the parish is 
135 at this time. 
 

A sincere “Thank You” to all who are helping us to meet 
this important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 
 

Msgr. Dan 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Last week St. Mary students attended classes on Monday 
and Tuesday only.  Parent-teacher conferences were held 
on Wednesday, and the remainder of the week was the 
FALL BREAK. 
 
Volleyball and basketball began recently; thank you to  
coaches Suiter and Villalpando for leading these events. 
 
Thank you too, Matt and Janet Dabson who worked 
tirelessly to make the annual Steeple Chase a success. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 
- Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Manager of Maintenance Services Needed 
 

St, Mary’s Parish and School is accepting applications for a 
Manager of Maintenance Services.   
 

The role of this position is to maintain the physical  
facilities of the church and school in a condition of  
excellence, cleanliness and safety.   
 

A one year certificate from a college or technical school;  
or three to six months related experience and/or training; 
or an equivalent combination of these is required. 
 

Potential applicants can contact the parish office at  
608-752-7861 or the school office at 608-754-5221 for a 
job description and an application.   

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

“It is not so much the length of a prayer as the fervor 
with which it is said which pleases God.  A single Hail 
Mary said properly is worth more than a hundred and 
fifty said badly.”   
    - St. Louis Marie de Monfort 



3 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see."  
Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has saved you."  
(Mk 10:46-52) 
 

******************************************************* 
When we see God with true sincerity of heart and God passes 
us along our way, it is only then that we will be able to cry 
out, “Jesus, son of David, have pity on me!” We have to truly 
want to be healed by, and in union with, God in order for us to 
reach out to him. If God is only an abstract idea, theory, or 
someone found in the pages of a book, there is no motivation 
for a relationship and no desire to seek him. God needs to be 
real in order for faith to be real. It’s all about the journey. 
 

St. Augustine reminds us that “to fall in love with God is the 
greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; to find 
Him the greatest human achievement.” We strive after many 
things and mercy is not always one of them. We think that we 
can find fulfillment and healing in other things only to  
discover that we are still short and empty. From the moment 
human beings were created, God has been calling us and 
seeking us. He has been walking right beside the human story 
from the minute He first breathed life into the first human 
soul. Are we able to recognize God as He walks with us? At 
some point we have to realize that there is only one way to 
satisfy the deepest longings of the human heart and that is in 
relationship with our Creator. We are called to this. However, 
we make the huge error of thinking that what we are hearing 
is coming from somewhere else. We become confused. Every 
human being would certainly profit with wisdom if they  
realized Who calls them and to Whom they belong. 
 

Then and only then will we realize that it is only our Divine 
Master who can give us true vision and heal us. Once we  
recognize and reach out for the merciful presence of our  
loving Maker, we will be able to see with our soul,  
understanding the true nature and depth of all things. God’s 
mercy is always available. It doesn’t matter how far we have 
strayed or how blind we become, God patiently waits to  
console us, guide us and heal us. All we need to do is desire 
Him. Once we reach out, we also realize that there is no  
greater love to be found than God’s, no human adventure that 
comes even close to the thrill of a spiritual search, and no  
human achievement even remotely as satisfying as union 
with Him. This is where we belong. This is salvation.   

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, Sue Creek,  

Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Matt, Mary McGuire,  

Patricia Mosher, Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, October 24, 2021 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 31:7-9 / Heb 5:1-6 / Mk 10:46-52 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, October 31, 2021 
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 6:2-6 / Heb 7:23-28 / Mk 12:28b-34 
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RE PROGRAM GROWING and in need! 
Our RE program has gained students this year and we are 
in strong need of one more catechist, for 6th/7th grade.  
These are great kids to work with...fun, funny and eager to 
learn about our faith. It only requires 75 minutes a week, 
from 5:45-7pm on Wednesdays.  You do NOT need to be a 
teacher to be a catechist!!  You only need a sincere love of 
children and a desire to save souls by sharing your faith, 
so they can grow theirs!!  Please consider helping our  
children.  You will find it immensely rewarding!!  
 

Contact Colleen Szerlong if you wish to be a part of a most 
rewarding experience.  re@nativitymary.org, or  
752-7861 x 104. 

October is the month  
of the Holy Rosary 
 

What’s Happening 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with 
the Knights of Columbus, following 
8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together 
at St. Mary’s. 
 

Rosary Reflection 
I don't think I am giving away anything to say that Knights 
of Columbus are supposed to always carry with them a  
rosary. Even before I became a Knight, often I would carry 
a rosary with me.  Like most good habits, at times I would 
slowly become oblivious and forget to have it with me. 
Many weeks and months of carrying it in my pocket would 
give way to a couple weeks of wondering where it went.  
To stick with any practice you have to be intentional and 
mindful of what you are doing. 
 

A good prayer life requires commitment. Carrying a rosary 
isn't really prayer, because the prayers are not being said. 
However, a rosary or other religious article does serve as a 
reminder of who we are and to whom we belong. A prayer 
life should not be one where we simply seek to recite 
words, but one where we walk in the presence of God at all 
times. Prayer is about presence. 
 

An everyday steward will find success in cultivating a  
prayer life by inviting God into all aspects and moments of 
the day. Recited prayer throughout the day serves as the 
formal ritual part of our relationship with God. In all  
relationships we have standard things we say to each other 
about love, our needs, and our hopes for that person. It is 
what takes place between the words that sometimes makes 
the difference. 
 

By Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
LPI Publications Inc. 

 
More on the Rosary 
 

Visit FORMED, our “online library” for Catholic content, 
free to you as a member of St. Mary’s.   
 

Over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks,  
e-books, and even cartoons for our children, including: 
 

To Jesus through Mary - a Family Manual of the Rosary 
and Mysteries, The Traditional Catholic Rosary, Pope 
John Paul II’s Letter on the Rosary, Wisdom of the 
Saints Rosary, A Daily Rosary for Peace …..  
and many, many more titles! 
 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                    

Enter your name and your email address 

REFLECT Weekend Retreat 
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Are you looking for a 
renewed sense of purpose and belonging? Register today 
for a life-changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the Joseph 
& Mary Retreat House (formerly Cardinal Stritch Retreat 
House) in Mundelein, IL (northern suburbs), on Nov 12-14, 
2021. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret 
it!  Cost is $215 for meals and a single room.  
Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, 
e-mail reflect.chicagoland@gmail.com,  
or call (630) 222-8303 for details. 

Memorial Service 
 

Throughout the month of November we remember those 
who have gone before us, especially those from our own 
parish who have passed within the last year. 
 

In the month of November we will place the Book of the 
Dead in the church.  All parishioners are invited to write 
the names of those who have died in this book and we 
will include them in our prayers. 
 

The Memorial Service to honor all 
Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
who have died during the past year 
will be on Tuesday, November 2,  
at 6:30 pm. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for 
this event.  Parishioners are  
welcome to bring photos of loved 
ones to be placed by the altar. 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
https://signup.formed.org/
http://www.ReflectRetreat.com
mailto:reflect.chicagoland@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 

Taize’ Prayer returns in November 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
After over a year and a half without being able to celebrate 
Taize’ Prayer at St. Mary’s, it is with great pleasure that we 
can at last anticipate a return to this beautiful devotion on 
Monday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. in church.   
 

Those who have participated in Taize’ Prayer in the past 
will find most everything to be familiar.  However, we do 
encourage those attending to wear masks, especially if 
they have not been vaccinated, and observe social  
distancing as before. 
 

Whether you are a “seasoned veteran” or a newcomer to 
Taize’ Prayer, we are delighted to welcome you.  Mark 
your calendars and stay tuned for further information as 
the date approaches. 

CALLED FOR MORE—Parish Survey 
 

Nativity of Mary will be participating in a parish survey 
about discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute!  We need your help! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute  
survey online.  The survey can be accessed through an 
online link from October 14 – November 22, 2021 and 
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and 
enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to 
help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about the community 
as whole. The link will be:  
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  
This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Dan and our 
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be 
the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the results 
this spring/summer at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 
 

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up a paper copy of 
the survey after daily and Sunday Masses .  They will be 
located at the entrances of the church and the parish office.  
To submit the completed paper survey, please drop off in 
the collection basket or at the parish office.  To make  
special arrangements for getting a paper copy, please  
contact the Parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100.   
 

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

A very heartfelt THANK YOU to all who participated in 
making our Virtual Fall Festival a success this year! 
 
Fall Fest Committee Members 
Dan Bekta 
Sherry Tanko 
Randy Terronez 
Laura Worachek 

Adams & Sons Ltd 
Dan & Judy Ansier 
Tom & Jan Bier 
Briggs Realty  
Steve & Maria Caya 
Judith Cowan 
David & Kathy Cullen 
Dennis & Sandra Dawiedczyk 
Richard & Mary Donahue 
E & D Water Works 
David & Patricia Ellis 
Terry & Deborah Fanning 
Msgr. Dan Ganshert 
Tom & Beth Gehl 
Frances Groene 
Roger & Marian  
Hemmersbach 
Henke-Clarson  
Funeral Home 
Brandon & Dalila Jacque 
Robert & Joanne Kennedy 
Greg & Sandy Kraft 
Marlys Martelle 
Kathleen McCann 
Gary & Patricia McClaren 
Patrick McDonald 

Fall Fest Volunteers 
Ann Allen 
Pat Anderson 
Ann Bekta 
Greg Tanko 
Brigid Terry 
Laura Schuler 
Irma Villarreal 
John Worachek 
Knights of Columbus 
All our singers &  
our musical team! 

Fall Fest Sponsors 
Thank you to those who sponsored anonymously, too. 

John & Sue McGinniss 
McLay Properties 
Mercy Health System 
Patrick & Mary Murphy 
Gladys Nally 
Doris Robb 
Rock Road –  
Kennedy Foundation 
S & J Consulting  
Thomas & Sharon Schaefer 
Alan & Cheryl Schneider 
Frank & Martha Scott 
Terry & Janice Sheafor 
Ryan & Jennifer Spies 
Douglas & Ann Squire 
Richard & Mary Stanley 
Tandy Terronez 
Stephen & Kathleen  
Thompson 
Irma Villarreal 
David & Rosalind Voegeli 
Pat Wagner 
Michael & Diane Williams 
John & Laura Worachek 
Beverly Zahn 

Thank You   
ALL who donated money 
along with their 
Fall Fest Sweeps Tickets!  

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, October 25 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, October 26 
   12:10 PM  Frank Mooney 
Wednesday, October 27 
   8:15 AM  Marie Rook 
Thursday, October 28 
   8:15 AM  Joey Salamunovich 
Friday, October 29 
    8:15 AM  Louis Berner—8 Years 
Saturday, October 30 
  4:30 PM  Nancy McCann 
Sunday, October 31 
      8:30 AM   Nell McGinniss 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass 

 

Confessions 
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturdays 9:30-10:30 AM 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

International Combined Collection 
This weekend, the International Combined Collection is 
being conducted across the diocese.  An envelope was  
included with those mailed to your home, or you may 
simply mark your donation International Combined  
Collection.   Please consider how you can make a difference 
in the lives of so many.  Thank you. 
 

Your donation will help with the following: 
 

 World Mission Support 

 Catholic Relief Services 

 Church in Central & Eastern Europe 

 Church in Latin America 

 Peter’s Pence 

 Pastoral Solidarity for the Church in Africa 

National Vocations Awareness Week—November 1-7 
Next Sunday begins National Vocation Awareness Week.  
Please join Pope Francis and Bishop Donald Hying in 
prayer for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life.  May the Lord, as master of the harvest, 
grant us many new laborers to spread the Gospel 
throughout the United States and the world.  If you or 
someone you know is discerning a vocation or have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Rev. Gregory Ihm, 
Director of Vocations, at 608-821-3095 or  
vocations@madisondiocese.org.  

Support for Afghan Refugees at Ft. McCoy 
 

Catholic Charities invites you to purchase specific 
items to be given directly to Afghan refugees, right here in  
Wisconsin.   To do so, follow this link: 
https://cclse.org/afghanistan-refugee-assistance/ 
where you will find gift registries.  All needed donation 
items listed here have been vetted and verified by liaisons 
at Ft. McCoy. 
 

Monetary donations are being accepted as well.  These 
funds will be used locally, to shelter, guide and care for the 
great many of those that have been displaced.  To donate, 
visit the Diocese of Madison website at  
https://madisondiocese.org/donate, and select “Afghan 
Refugee Assistance”.  Or, mark your donation “Afghan 
Refugee Assistance” and leave it here with us at St. Mary’s.  
We will be forwarding these donations to the Diocese. 
 

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the  
widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you,  
giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those 
who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners 
in Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:18-19)  

BULLETIN  
If you would like the bulletin delivered right to your email, 
please visit parishesonline.com, enter zip code 53545,  
select Nativity of Mary and then press the subscribe  
button.  You’ll need to enter your name and email address.  
That’s it!  You can also access our bulletin at our website 
www.nativitymary.org. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

