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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

These past twelve months have given a deeper meaning to 
the word Thanksgiving. As a result of the pandemic we are 
all especially thankful. For now we enjoy greater protection 
from the virus even though the staggering loss of so many 
lives and the remaining serious debilitation for countless 
others remains in our hearts and minds. In a sense, the 
world has been brought to its knees in the face of such a 
virulent attack on human life unlike anything we have 
known before. What a powerful reminder of our personal 
vulnerability as fragile individuals when it comes to having 
the gift of being able to simply exist. A reminder of the  
sacredness of all human life from conception to natural 
death.  
 
May this Thanksgiving 2021 observance bring a new focus 
and gratitude for the days and hours and blessings we have 
been given. May it fill us with hope and trust and apprecia-
tion for those to come. 
 
Please know of my personal thankfulness to all of you for 
the privilege and joy of serving as your pastor. Your  
kindness, enthusiasm and joy fill my heart every day with 
feeling Christ among us. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

HELP NEEDED 
 

Part Time Cleaning  
 

St. Mary School is looking for part-time cleaning help  
(two hours per day) when school is in session.  Please  
contact the school office at 608-754-5221 for additional 
information.   
 
Manager of Maintenance Services 
 

St, Mary’s Parish and School is accepting applications for a 
Manager of Maintenance Services.   
 

The role of this position is to maintain the physical  
facilities of the church and school in a condition of  
excellence, cleanliness and safety.   
 

A one year certificate from a college or technical school;  
or three to six months related experience and/or training; 
or an equivalent combination of these is required. 
 

Potential applicants can contact the parish office at  
608-752-7861 or the school office at 608-754-5221 for a 
job description and an application.   

SCRIP SALES AT MASS 
 

The parents of St. Mary School students will be selling 
SCRIP gift cards at each Mass. 
 

What is SCRIP?  SCRIP is a fundraiser where  you purchase 
gift cards to restaurants, retailers, and gas stations to raise 
money for our school.  If you have a particular student you 
wish to support, you can even have part of the money go 
toward their tuition! 
 

A parent volunteer will be available before and after Mass 
for you to purchase gift cards in person. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing  cards and a volunteer 
isn’t selling that day, you can always contact the school to 
make a purchase arrangement.  The school phone number 
is 608-754-5221. 
 

If you are a parent interested in volunteering to sell SCRIP 
at Mass, please contact Amy Taubenheim at 
amy.taubenheim@gmail.com or 920-210-5693. 
 

Thank you for supporting our students and our school! 

Thanksgiving Mass 
 
In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared the final  
Thursday in November as national Thanksgiving Day. He  
said, “It has seemed to me fit and proper ... to set apart 
and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a 
day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father 
who dwelleth in the Heavens.” Over a hundred years 
later and we still do not take the time to truly give 
thanks.  
 
On Wednesday, Nov. 24 at 6:15 pm we will have our  
Thanksgiving Mass. You are encouraged to bring an  
item from your Thanksgiving table to be blessed during 
the Mass.  The money collected at this Mass will benefit 
ECHO Janesville. 

 
“Offer many prayers of Thanksgiving, that the Lord 
will help you to always be good.”   
    – Pope Francis 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?" Jesus answered, 
"You say I am a king.”  (Jn 18:37) 
 

******************************************************* 
We often come to life expecting all of the pieces of the puzzle 
to nicely fit together. We want and expect harmony, order, 
and fairness, the achievement of rewards for good behavior, 
good health, and happiness. We can more easily accept death 
when it comes naturally after a good long life, but have a real 
difficulty comprehending the meaning of it all when it is cut 
short. Willing to put in a good measure of effort, we desire 
positive results. When things go wrong and life gets hurtful, 
unjust, and downright ugly, we become unsettled and can 
quickly fall into despair. This is especially true if we are  
people of faith who believe in a God who sees things on our 
terms and works in favor of our life agenda. What happens to 
our faith when we find ourselves sitting in a mess? 
 

Does it help to know that God understands and that hardship, 
failure, disappointment, injustice, confusion, and all of life’s 
ugliness do not make faith irrelevant or irrational? God is 
wonderfully and surprising creative! He turns the tables on 
not only our understanding of life, but of what it means to be 
a king. God sends us a king who is not exempt from life’s ills 
but embraces them. The king that God gives to us knows what 
it means to be poor, suffer insults, be ridiculed, face rejection, 
endure suffering, be betrayed, and face a most unjust and  
horrific death. This is our king. Jesus is not a king of prestige 
or grandeur but a king who brings light to darkness, hope to 
despair, sinners to mercy, and new life out of death. Christ 
dances before us pleading with us to hold on, cling to love, 
avoid being negative, stop feeling cheated, and be strong in 
faith! There may be hardship and disappointment now but 
there are more surprises to come. 
 

Once we understand this truth, we will also understand that 

we are on a most incredible and awesome universal journey 
to Christ and becoming one in Christ. We all carry within us 

the image of God, the image of our suffering king. The One 
who lives in us also lives in all of our brothers and sisters. 

Failing to see this universal Divine Presence in all is one of the 
greatest mistakes we can make, for we also fail to see God, 

our king, as well. There are many things that can bring  

hardship to life. If we keep our head about us and do not lose 
hope, we can persevere and strive for the greatest degree of 

justice possible. Even though there are ample things that can 
challenge our faith, we also know that our deepest joy comes 

from union with God and our brothers and sisters. One day, 
the fullness of that joy will be ours to have when we are all 

eternally one with Christ our King forever. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Matt, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher,  

Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, Richard Peck,  

Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, November 21, 2021 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Dn 7:13-14 / Rv 1:5-8 / Jn 18:33b-37 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, November 28, 2021 
First Sunday of Advent 
Jer 33:14-16 / 1 Thes 3:12-4:2 / Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 



What’s Happening 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

My hope is that every person in the Diocese come to know, 
love and serve the Lord.  Your gifts to the Annual Catholic  
Appeal (ACA) demonstrates your willingness to help pursue 
this vision.  Your support shows that the Kingdom of God has  
taken root in your heart and that you desire to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  Donations to the ACA fuel the 
proclamation of the Gospel, the celebration of the  
sacraments, and the religious formation of our youth., both 
in our schools and parishes.  It also helps our Hispanic sisters 
and brothers in Christ through pastoral and migrant  
ministry while providing supportive services to our parishes 
and schools.  I have nothing but gratitude and appreciation 
for your gift of treasure, faith and prayers. 
 

I sincerely thank you for your gift to this year’s ACA.  Please 
know of my prayers, support, and love for you all, and may 
God continue to bless you! 
 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 
 

Donald J. Hying, 
Bishop of Madison 

A Big Thank You to all of our Generous Donors: 
 
Goal $3.8 Million ($56,225 St. Mary’s) 
 

$4,280,646 Total Pledged to Date ($56,309.00 St. Mary’s) 
 

$4,094,639 Paid to Date ($55,473.97 St. Mary’s) 
 

13,155 ACA Pledges (135 St. Mary’s) 
 

$325 Average Gift Amount 
 

2,137 Circle of Faith Members ($250-349) 
 

1,698 Circle of Hope Members ($350-749) 
 

260 Circle of Charity Members ($750-999) 
 

942 Lumen Christi Society Members ($1000+) 
 

199 Perpetual Stewards Society Members  
        (continuous monthly givers) 
 
 

Create Your Legacy 
Remember the Diocese of Madison when creating your estate 
plan or establishing your will.  Planned gifts are anther  
effective way to assist the ongoing works of the Diocese of 
Madison.  If you are interested in learning more about how 
planned gifts could benefit you, your family, your parish, or 
the diocese, please contact Jill McNally at 608-821-3039 or 
JillMcNally@madisondiocese.org.  A special thanks to all of 
those who have remembered the Diocese of Madison in their 
wills, trust or gift annuities.  Your gifts will serve generations 
of Catholics to come. 
 

Donate online at madisondiocese.org/acagive 

Because of your Generosity ….. 
 

 Catholics throughout the diocese are invited to  
     proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and invite      
     others to do the same through the Go Make Disciples 
     Evangelization Initiative. 
 

 The hungry continue to be fed through programs at 
the Catholic Multicultural Center and Catholic  

 Charities.   
 

 More of our Spanish speaking brothers and sisters 
will be welcomed into the life of the Church with the 
help from the newly established Hispanic Ministry 
office. 

 

 Children and Teens are able to more deeply know, 
love and serve God and neighbor through attending 
Camp Gray and Love Begins Here. 

 
 Families are offered resources and support along 

their faith journey through marriage preparation, 
marriage enrichment, natural family planning, and 
the celebration  of milestone wedding anniversaries. 
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What’s Happening 

Deadline for parish surveys is November 22! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute  
survey online.  The survey can be accessed through an 
online link through November 22, 2021 and will ask you to 
reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to  
provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  
All responses will be confidential and the parish will only 
receive information about the community as whole. The 
link is:  
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk. 
 
Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Attention: Lectors 
 

The Workbook for lectors is now available for the next  
liturgical year in the church vestibule. As a gentle reminder; 
it is important that you prepare your reading carefully, so 
that you are not simply reading, but actually proclaiming 
the text.   Being prayerful with the reading and “living with 
it” for several days in advance can help to familiarize you 
with the reading and make it your own.  Thank you so much 
for being a part of this important ministry. 

ECHO TOY DISTRIBUTION 2021 
 

Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, 
volunteers and staff, ECHO will be modifying their  
annual toy distribution.  This year, ECHO is requesting 
monetary donations or gift cards for Blain’s Farm & 
Fleet.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  St. Mary’s SCRIP program includes Farm 
& Fleet gift cards.  St. Mary’s gets 5% cash back on any 
Farm & Fleet gift cards purchased directly from the 
school.  Call the school for details, or go online to  
ShopWithScrip.com. 
 

Donations will be accepted now through December 5th 
at St. Mary’s Church.  
Your gift of SCRIP cards 
or cash donations can be 
put in a marked 
envelope and placed in 
the collection basket at 
Mass, put through the 
mail slot in the rectory 
door, or mailed directly 
to the parish. 
 

Holiday wrapping paper 
is also needed, and can 
be dropped off as well. 

FORMED is our “online library”, filled with over 4,000 
Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-books, and 
even cartoons for our children.  All free to you, as member 
of St. Mary’s church. 
 

Titles related to THANKSGIVING: 
 

“Praise God and Thank Him”, “The Aim of Life is  
Appreciation”, and The Spirituality of Thanksgiving”,  
to name a few. 

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                                                  

Enter your name and your email address 
 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app 
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your 
app store.  Or, enjoy FORMED on your computer or on 
your television with an inexpensive ROKU device, or  
Apple TV. 

STOCKBOXES  
Free Food for Seniors (60 years and over) 
Through Hunger Task Force in Milwaukee, ECHO is able to 
distribute the “Stockbox” program.  This monthly box  
usually consists of cereal, canned goods, pasta or rice, 
canned meat and two pounds of Wisconsin cheese.  

 

Registration and distribution will be at ECHO, 65 S High 
Street in Janesville.  Available only Monday thru Thursday 
from 1 pm—3 pm.  Wisconsin identification is required for 
sign up.  Income limits are $1,396 for on person, $1,888 
combined income for a spouse and a person. 
 

Any questions, please call 608-754-5333. 

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk
https://signup.formed.org/


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 22 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, November 23 
   12:10 PM  Sr. Teresita 
Wednesday, November 24 
   6:15 PM  Alice & Roy Murphy 
Thursday, November 25 
   No Mass 
Friday, November 26 
    No Mass 
Saturday, November 27 
  4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, November 28 
      8:30 AM  Dan Zahn 
  10:30 AM  Jim Martelle 
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Mass for Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, November 24 at 6:15 pm 
(No 8:15 am Daily Mass on Wednesday) 

 

No Masses  
Thursday, November 25  

Friday, November 26 
 

No Adoration 
Friday, November 26 

 

No Confession 
Wednesday, November 24 

 

Confession 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hazel Marie Gams  
Daughter of Kevin & Nicole 

November 7, 2021 
 

Alexander Miller Gams 
Son of Kevin & Nicole 

November 7, 2021 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

God our Father, 
Graciously accept from your humble people 
a thankful heart and spirit. 
Everything we have and are able to share with others 
ultimately comes from your love of your creations. 
Often we think that everything we have 
is our own creation;  
we ask you this day to create in us 
a spirit of gratitude, 
that we may always know 
that all good gifts come from you. 
 

We ask this through Christ our brother, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

