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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

 
Make straight the way of the Lord is a familiar Advent 
theme. With all the road construction these past years here 
in Rock county there is little that we do not know about 
making straight our interstate roadways and connecting 
ramps. How about those round abouts?  
 
Travel is enhanced and expedited when the route is made as 
straight as possible. This Advent is yet another invitation to 
prepare a highway for the coming of our God. Removing the 
barriers, the blind curves, the potholes and dead ends 
makes for smooth travel. The word travel comes from trav-
ail. Being away from home exposes a traveler to the unex-
pected, the unanticipated.  
 
May this Advent 2021 be just unfamiliar enough to remind 
us, once again, that the Lord has new and open roads for us 
to traverse in preparation for our arrival at our destination. 
He will draw us to Himself by new routes of our prayer, our 
penance and our praise. He will invite us to make straight 
the way of Our Lord and open our hearts to His arrival. 
 
May we all be blessed with the beginning of this new year of 
grace, Advent, celebrating the coming of our God in salva-
tion history, in the lives of all people and all times. 

HELP NEEDED 
 

Part Time Cleaning  
 

St. Mary School is looking for part-time cleaning help  
(two hours per day) when school is in session.  Please  
contact the school office at 608-754-5221 for additional 
information.   

SCRIP SALES AT MASS 
 

The parents of St. Mary School students will be selling 
SCRIP gift cards at each Mass. 
 

What is SCRIP?  SCRIP is a fundraiser where  you purchase 
gift cards to restaurants, retailers, and gas stations to raise 
money for our school.  If you have a particular student you 
wish to support, you can even have part of the money go 
toward their tuition! 
 

A parent volunteer will be available before and after Mass 
for you to purchase gift cards in person. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing  cards and a volunteer 
isn’t selling that day, you can always contact the school to 
make a purchase arrangement.  The school phone number 
is 608-754-5221. 
 

If you are a parent interested in volunteering to sell SCRIP 
at Mass, please contact Amy Taubenheim at 
amy.taubenheim@gmail.com or 920-210-5693. 
 

Thank you for supporting our students and our school! 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I don’t know if you caught any of the coverage of Veterans 
Day by the Janesville Gazette on Friday, November 12, 
2021.  Our very own Lorelise Di lorio was on the front 
page showing her delivering handmade cards and  
drawings to the veterans in attendance (pictured below).   
The voices of St. Mary’s School was also heard on WCLO 
all morning as they reported on the Veterans Day  
program at Traxler Park. Our students also benefited from 
a donut treat for performing at the event compliments of 
the Veterans Association.  
 

I wanted to call to your attention that our Christmas  
Program is Sunday afternoon, December 2, 2021, at 2:00 
p.m. in the Church.  It was decided to hold the program in 
the church because the church is handicapped accessible, 
has beautiful acoustics and will allow social distancing as 
needed.  The title of the program is the 12 Stations of 
Christmas.  Stay tuned for future details.  
 

We pray to Jesus that we live each day anticipating your 

return, help us live holy and faithful lives, and dour part to 

bring about your Kingdom on earth. Amen.  

God bless, 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 
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First Sunday of Advent 
 

“Stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is 
at hand.” (Lk 21:28) 
 

******************************************************* 
Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are 
exhausted. Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of 
energy out of us. When we are tired it affects us not only  
physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our 
senses are dulled and diminished. We can overlook details,  
become disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. 
Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to be 
rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we are 
psychologically exhausted, we need to understand what is  
draining our emotions and taxing our relationships. If we are 
spiritually tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in the arm” 
to put us back in touch with God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is 
seldom limited to just one part of who we are. When we lack en-
ergy and zeal it is usually the case that everything suffers. We not 
only are affected physically, but psychologically and spiritually 
as well. In short, when we run out of gas the engine stops. 
 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.” 
Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us. 
One day pours into another and time quickly flies by. Any one of 
us can take a moment and reflect on how many wonderful,  
creative opportunities we miss because there is always so much 
“stuff” to do and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed 
moments of love, and if we are missing love encounters we are 
also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes 
next to our list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by  
convincing ourselves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll 
be more time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time 
is running out. While we may like to believe that we have an 
“eternity” of time to do all those things that require the focus, 
energy, and desire we do not currently have, we don’t. We’re on 
a limited ride and time is short. 
 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by 
surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so 

easily justify not having all that much time to do so, then it seems 
we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We  

desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not in a 
cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, 
a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one  

another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires 
vigilance and discipline both with a knowledge of what is really 
of importance and what really needs to be the focus of our  

energy and time. Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we 
can stay alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for 

whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to love. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Matt, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher,  

Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, Richard Peck,  

Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, November 28, 2021 
First Sunday of Advent 
Jer 33:14-16 / 1 Thes 3:12-4:2 / Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Bar 5:1-9 / Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 / Lk 3:1-6 
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What’s Happening 

St. Peregrine Mass of Healing 
 

Blessed Sacrament Parish in Milwaukee invites you to  
participate in a Mass of Healing and Anointing in honor of 
St. Peregrine—patron saint of cancer sufferers and care-
givers.  The Mass is held the first Friday of every month at 
12:10 PM for those who are able to attend in person.  A 
livestream link is also available in the information below for 
those who wish to be spiritually nourished through the 
Word of God, but may not be able to physically attend. 
 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is a celebration in 
which those who are seriously ill or infirm are surrounded 
and supported by other members of the Christian  
community, whether at home or in the church.  The Mass 
concludes with a special healing ritual with the Litany of St. 
Peregrine and all individuals who seek healing of mind, 
body, and spirit are welcomed.   
 

For further information, or if you have any questions, please 
call or email Blessed Sacrament at the information below.  
The parish is honored to serve you during these most  
difficult times in health with this important Sacrament of 
healing through the intercession of St. Peregrine.   
 

Blessed Sacrament Congregation 
3100 S 41st Street, Milwaukee / Phone: (414) 649-4720 
Email: peregrine@blessedsacramentmke.org  
Web/Livestream:  
https://blessedsacramentmke.org/peregrine 

Have You Heard God Laugh Lately?? 
 

Find out how you too, can hear God laugh, by reading one 
of Matthew Kelly’s most popular books, “I Heard God 
Laugh”.  Not only will you learn how to hear Him laugh, 
but in the process you will also find out how to strengthen 
your faith and your relationship with Him. And….at no 
cost….except for time to read and discuss!!!  
 

Pick up your very own FREE copy (donations welcome) 
after each of the Masses on December 4 & 5, 2021.  Visit 
the Go Make Disciples  book table at the back of church, 
chat with a team member, receive your copy and sign up 
for a small group discussion. The small group discussions 
will give us time to share with other parishioners what we 
have learned and to learn from them as well!!  We promise 
you, the reading and discussions will be time you will 
cherish!! 
 

So come one, come all…..get your FREE  copy of “I Heard 

God Laugh”!!! You’ll be glad you did. 

AGRACE GRIEF GROUPS 
 

In December, grief support specialists from Agrace are 
offering two virtual (accessible with a tablet, computer 
or smartphone) grief support groups for adults:  
  
Bridges (virtual) meets online December 8 and 22, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
 
COVID-19 Loss Group (virtual) meets online  
December 1, 15 and 29, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Pre-registration is required for all groups.  
For details, fees or to register, visit  
Agrace.org/GriefGroups or call (608) 327-7118.  
 
********************* 
 
AGRACE seeks local VOLUNTEERS 
Agrace is seeking local volunteers to make  
companionship visits to Rock County area hospice  
patients.  No health care experience is needed.  Schedules 
are flexible, and free training is provided.   
 
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Agrace 
at 608-327-7163 or visit Agrace.org/volunteer to apply 
online. 

http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
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What’s Happening 

Attention: Lectors 
 

The Workbook for lectors is now available for the next  
liturgical year in the church vestibule. As a gentle reminder; 
it is important that you prepare your reading carefully, so 
that you are not simply reading, but actually proclaiming 
the text.   Being prayerful with the reading and “living with 
it” for several days in advance can help to familiarize you 
with the reading and make it your own.  Thank you so much 
for being a part of this important ministry. 

ECHO TOY DISTRIBUTION 2021 
 

Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, 
volunteers and staff, ECHO will be modifying their  
annual toy distribution.  This year, ECHO is requesting 
monetary donations or gift cards for Blain’s Farm & 
Fleet.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  St. Mary’s SCRIP program includes Farm 
& Fleet gift cards.  St. Mary’s gets 5% cash back on any 
Farm & Fleet gift cards purchased directly from the 
school.  Call the school for details, or go online to  
ShopWithScrip.com. 
 

Donations will be accepted now through December 5th 
at St. Mary’s Church.  
Your gift of SCRIP cards 
or cash donations can be 
put in a marked 
envelope and placed in 
the collection basket at 
Mass, put through the 
mail slot in the rectory 
door, or mailed directly 
to the parish. 
 

Holiday wrapping paper 
is also needed, and can 
be dropped off as well. 

FORMED is our “online library”, filled with over 4,000  
Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-books, and 
even cartoons for our children.  All free to you, as member 
of St. Mary’s church. 
 

Titles related to ADVENT: 
 

“The Spirituality of Advent”, “Come Lord Jesus:  
Meditations on the Art of Waiting”, “A Journey through 
Advent” with Bishop Robert Barron, “Prepare the Way of 
the King” with Dr. Scott Hahn, the “FORMED Daily—
Advent with Dr. Tim Gray” series, and many more.  

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                                                  

Enter your name and your email address 
 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app 
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your app 
store.  Or, enjoy FORMED on your computer or on your 
television with an inexpensive ROKU device, or Apple TV. 

STOCKBOXES  
Free Food for Seniors (60 years and over) 
Through Hunger Task Force in Milwaukee, ECHO is able to 
distribute the “Stockbox” program.  This monthly box  
usually consists of cereal, canned goods, pasta or rice, 
canned meat and two pounds of Wisconsin cheese.  

 

Registration and distribution will be at ECHO, 65 S High 
Street in Janesville.  Available only Monday thru Thursday 
from 1 pm—3 pm.  Wisconsin identification is required for 
sign up.  Income limits are $1,396 for on person, $1,888 
combined income for a spouse and a person. 
 

Any questions, please call 608-754-5333. 

Pro-Life Wisconsin -  MARCH FOR LIFE 
 
Join fellow pro-life Wisconsinites for an exclusive journey  
to our nation’s capital for the 2022 March for Life D.C., to  
be the voice of the preborn.  
 
You’ll travel with Pro-Life Wisconsin on privately chartered 
buses to Washington D.C. on Wednesday, January 19th, and 
return to Wisconsin on Sunday, January 23rd.  
 
The March for Life itself will be on Friday, January 21, 2022. 
Pickup locations include Madison, Green Bay, Plainfield,  
Necedah, Elm Grove, and Racine. 
 
Visit www.prolifewi.org/march-for-life-dc for full  
details and register before December 20, 2021. 

Annual Christmas Cookie Walk—Milton 
Saturday, December 11 from 9-11 am 

St. Mary’s Milton Parish Center, 837 Parkview Drive 
All Proceeds are used for scholarships. 

https://signup.formed.org/
http://www.prolifewi.org/march-for-life-dc


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 29 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, November 30 
   12:10 PM  Harold Robb 
Wednesday, December 1 
    8:15 AM  E.V. Thomas  
Thursday, December 2 
    8:15 AM  Sr. Henry Sousa 
Friday, December 3 
     8:15 AM  George & Margaret Wagner Family 
Saturday, December 4 
   4:30 PM  Dennis Venable 
Sunday, December 5 
       8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
   10:30 AM  Dorothy Helgestead—22 Years 
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News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

 

Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass 

 

Confessions 
Wednesday, December 1 

Communal Penance Service 
St. Patrick Church 

315 Cherry Street in Janesville 
(No Confession at St. Mary’s on Wednesday) 

 

***** 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

St. Mary’s Church 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless 
 

Plarn sleeping mats are made from plastic grocery bags. 

The bags are cut into strips, chained together to make plarn 

(plastic yarn), and then crocheted into a mat (see picture, 

below).  The mats are lightweight, provide protection from 

the cold, damp ground, and don’t invite bugs.  If you are 

interested in learning how to make them, contact Jan Bier at  

608-774-5916 or tbierfam@gmail.com.  Even if you don’t 

know how to crochet, you might want to help by construct-

ing the plarn.  We will set up a meeting time and place once 

I know who and how many want to come.  

MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

Thank you to all my drivers, who deliver for St. Mary’s 
Meals on Wheels.  Most of you have done it for a long 
time.  I really can not say enough good things about 
you.  God bless you all!  Mary Ann Venable 
 

Drivers: 
 

Dennis & Sandy Dawiedczyk 
Robert & Mary Foss 
Jerry & Andrea Morse 
Mary Murray 
Bill & Mary Peroutka 
Bill & Pat Simmons 
Mike & Diane Williams 

http://www.nativitymary.org
mailto:tbierfam@gmail.com

