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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
Patronal Feast Day of the United States of America, and a 
holy day of obligation, is celebrated this coming Wednesday, 
December 8th. Next weekend on the third Sunday of  
Advent, December 12th, Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron of 
the Americas, will be honored. As the patron of our parish, 
the Blessed Mother’s nativity continually focuses attention 
on her intercessory role in bringing our prayers and needs 
before the Lord. 
 
So many refugees throughout today’s world might bring a 
special emphasis to the journey of Mary and Joseph. They 
were similarly away from their home, and in unsafe  
conditions while being dependent on the help of strangers. 
As we honor Mary this coming week, let us commend to her 
care those people today, around the world, who have had to 
leave their homes in order to survive. May our faith and 
hope in Immanuel, Mary’s Son, join with theirs this holy 
season. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

SCRIP SALES AT MASS 
 

The parents of St. Mary School students will be selling 
SCRIP gift cards at each Mass. 
 

What is SCRIP?  SCRIP is a fundraiser where  you purchase 
gift cards to restaurants, retailers, and gas stations to raise 
money for our school.  If you have a particular student you 
wish to support, you can even have part of the money go 
toward their tuition! 
 

A parent volunteer will be available before and after Mass 
for you to purchase gift cards in person. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing  cards and a volunteer 
isn’t selling that day, you can always contact the school to 
make a purchase arrangement.  The school phone number 
is 608-754-5221. 
 

If you are a parent interested in volunteering to sell SCRIP 
at Mass, please contact Amy Taubenheim at 
amy.taubenheim@gmail.com or 920-210-5693. 
 

Thank you for supporting our students and our school! 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Please make a note to join us for our annual Christmas  
program (The Stations of Christmas), on Sunday  
afternoon, at 1:30 pm, December 12, in the church. 
 

Advent has begun, a time when we recall the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  Oftentimes we are waiting without knowing when 
we will get what we are seeking.  In this case, we know 
Christ is coming, and we know the date.  For this reason 
Advent is a special time of reflection as we joyfully await 
the coming of our Savior, who enlightens our hearts and 
dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin.  We ask God to 
pour forth his blessing upon us as we acknowledge Christ 
who is our light and salvation. 
 

As we work with our students during the Advent season 
we have several all-school service projects scheduled that 
include the ECHO Toy Collection and the Mitten Drive.  The 
Christmas tree is set up in the front lobby and students and 
staff are asked to bring hats/mittens/gloves to put under 
the tree all through the Advent season.  The mittens and 
hats will be donated to the Red Cross for dispersal to those 
in need.  Finally, we will be asking families to bring food 
items with them to the Christmas program on December 
12, 2021, which will be forwarded to ECHO.  Individual 
classrooms also have special service projects they are  
planning for Advent and we encourage all of our families to 
get involved as we prepare the way of the Lord.  
 

Finally, if your schedule permits, please consider attending 
our weekly Wednesday morning 8:15 masses during  
Advent.  This is a wonderful way to worship with our  
students, hear the encouraging words of Monsignor Dan 
and take time to reflect and prepare for Christs coming at 
Christmas.  
 
 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Catechist Urgently Needed 
 

We have a delightful group of fourth grade RE students 
who are searching for their forever catechist! Please 
consider sharing your time and our faith with these 
youngsters each Wednesday from 5:45-7pm. They are 
inquisitive and eager and you will enjoy helping them 
grow in their Catholic faith!  Contact Colleen at  
608-752-7861 x 104, or re@nativitymary.org. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
(Mk 7:37) 
 

******************************************************* 
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the 
way and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word 
of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is wet 
with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who 
are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by 
distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, when his 
body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when 
the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and 
your heart is not keeping watch, he will go away without  
knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and 
asks for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets  
overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit 
downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great  
comfort. 
 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable 
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of  
self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires 
to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail 
to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to 
bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ 
and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear 
God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek 
out its source and discover the inner calm and peace that can 
prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is 
so dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the  
spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s promise may 
bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our 
hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is 
found in trusting the faith of others both past and present. 
 

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment 
of good work in us and that humanity is on an incredible journey 

to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When we 
open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, 

and prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of 
peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to 
get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep 

watch, discern what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing 
ourselves to become so weighed down by things and brought out 

of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God 
is knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life in 
ways you never thought possible before. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Kathleen,  

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Bar 5:1-9 / Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 / Lk 3:1-6 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 12, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Zep 3:14-18a / Phil 4:4-7 / Lk 3:10-18 
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What’s Happening 

Have You Heard God Laugh Lately?? 
 

Find out how you too, can hear God laugh, by reading one 
of Matthew Kelly’s most popular books, “I Heard God 
Laugh”.  Not only will you learn how to hear Him laugh, 
but in the process you will also find out how to strengthen 
your faith and your relationship with Him. And….at no 
cost….except for time to read and discuss!!!  
 

Pick up your very own FREE copy (donations welcome) 
after each of the Masses on December 4 & 5, 2021.  Visit 
the Go Make Disciples book table at the back of church, 
chat with a team member, receive your copy and sign up 
for a small group discussion. The small group discussions 
will give us time to share with other parishioners what we 
have learned and to learn from them as well!!  We promise 
you, the reading and discussions will be time you will 
cherish!! 
 

So come one, come all…..get your FREE  copy of “I Heard 

God Laugh”!!! You’ll be glad you did. 

This year we will again have one of our Christmas trees 
designated as our “In Memory of” tree. 
 

We encourage you to place an ornament representing a 
loved one who has passed away on the tree.  (Please do 
not bring an ornament to the rectory, as we cannot be  
responsible for its care). 
 

Also, please label your ornament with your name.   
Removal can be at any time, but all ornaments will need to 
be removed by the end of the Christmas season, January 
9th, 2020. 

Memorial 

  

Tree 

Rite of Welcome 
 

On Sunday, November 21, 2021, the Feast of Christ the 

King, three RCIA candidates were welcomed into our 

parish as they continue on their path to Catholicism.  

Carmen Heath-Vega, Mark Hawthoirne and Todd Buehl 

affirmed their commitment to seek the sacraments of 

Confirmation and the Eucharist and were blessed by 

Msgr. Dan Ganshert and their sponsors.   
 

Please pray for them as they continue on their journey to 

reception of the sacraments at Easter Vigil. 
 

L to R: Carmen Heath-Vega (candidate), Colleen Szerlong 

(sponsor), Pat Hawthorne (sponsor), Mark Hawthorne 

(candidate), Ann Perry (sponsor) and Todd Buehl 

(candidate). 

Advent Family Prayer 
God of Love, 
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 
He is a sign of your love. 
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 
As we wait and prepare for his coming. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 
- Author Unknown 

Attention: Lectors 
 

The Workbook for lectors is now available for the next  
liturgical year in the church vestibule. As a gentle reminder; 
it is important that you prepare your reading carefully, so 
that you are not simply reading, but actually proclaiming 
the text.   Being prayerful with the reading and “living with 
it” for several days in advance can help to familiarize you 
with the reading and make it your own.  Thank you so much 
for being a part of this important ministry. 
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What’s Happening 

Taize’ Prayer 
St. Mary, Janesville 

FORMED is our “online library”, filled with over 4,000  
Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-books, and 
even cartoons for our children.  All free to you, as member 
of St. Mary’s church. 
 

Titles related to ADVENT: 
 

“The Spirituality of Advent”, “Come Lord Jesus:  
Meditations on the Art of Waiting”, “A Journey through 
Advent” with Bishop Robert Barron, “Prepare the Way of 
the King” with Dr. Scott Hahn, the “FORMED Daily—
Advent with Dr. Tim Gray” series, and many more.  

 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                                                  

Enter your name and your email address 
 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app 
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your app 
store.  Or, enjoy FORMED on your computer or on your 
television with an inexpensive ROKU device, or Apple TV. 

ECHO TOY DISTRIBUTION 2021 
 

Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, 
volunteers and staff, ECHO will be modifying their  
annual toy distribution.  This year, ECHO is requesting 
monetary donations or gift cards for Blain’s Farm & 
Fleet.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  St. Mary’s SCRIP program includes Farm 
& Fleet gift cards.  St. Mary’s gets 5% cash back on any 
Farm & Fleet gift cards purchased directly from the 
school.  Call the school for details, or go online to  
ShopWithScrip.com. 
 

Donations will be accepted now through December 5th 
at St. Mary’s Church.  
Your gift of SCRIP cards 
or cash donations can be 
put in a marked 
envelope and placed in 
the collection basket at 
Mass, put through the 
mail slot in the rectory 
door, or mailed directly 
to the parish. 
 

Holiday wrapping paper 
is also needed, and can 
be dropped off as well. 

Annual Christmas Cookie Walk—Milton 
Saturday, December 11 from 9-11 am 

St. Mary’s Milton Parish Center, 837 Parkview Drive 
All Proceeds are used for scholarships. 

During these busy days between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, Taize’ Prayer invites us to step back and  
savor a quiet, peaceful time to prepare our hearts for the 
coming of the Christ-child.   
 
Our second-Monday-of-the-month Taize’ Prayer  
experience will be on Monday, December 13 at 7:00 PM.   
 
As always, our time together will offer a chance to  
un-crowd our hearts and minds and refresh our spirits.  
Come and bask in the light of candles and the warmth of 
friendship, raise your voice in simple and prayerful 
songs, attend to God’s message in Scripture, and listen in 
silence for God’s voice in your heart.    
 
[Once again, the wearing of a face mask is encouraged, 
especially for those who have not been vaccinated.] 

Traveling Chalice Sign Up Weekend 
 

We have been praying fervently and continually for  

Vocations this Fall and want to make it a continuous 

stream of prayers.  That brings us to our next sign up 

weekend on December 11/12 after each Mass.  Please 

keep the prayers going by signing up to host our  

Traveling Chalice!  You can sign up after any Mass or 

through Sign Up Genius.  Pick up the Traveling Chalice at 

the Mass of your choice, pray during the week for  

vocations, and return it to the Parish Office on Friday 

morning.  Please consider joining this important  

ministry!!  

https://signup.formed.org/


6 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions   
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call your parish secretary,  
Sharlet, at 608-752-7861, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, December 6 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, December 7 
   12:10 PM  Rodney Shaw 
    6:15 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Wednesday, December 8 
    8:15 AM  Sr. Ludmilla 
Thursday, December 9 
    8:15 AM   
Friday, December 10 
     8:15 AM  George & Mina Zweck Family  
Saturday, December 11 
   4:30 PM  Elmer & Dorothy Ambrose 
Sunday, December 12 
       8:30 AM  Warner Family 
   10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 

 

Holy Day 
The Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday evening (Dec 7) 6:15 pm 
Wednesday morning (Dec 8) 8:15 am 

 

Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass 

 

Confessions 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 pm 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless 
 

Plarn sleeping mats are made from plastic grocery bags. 

The bags are cut into strips, chained together to make plarn 

(plastic yarn), and then crocheted into a mat (see picture, 

below).  The mats are lightweight, provide protection from 

the cold, damp ground, and don’t invite bugs.  If you are 

interested in learning how to make them, contact Jan Bier at  

608-774-5916 or tbierfam@gmail.com.  Even if you don’t 

know how to crochet, you might want to help by construct-

ing the plarn.  We will set up a meeting time and place once 

I know who and how many want to come.  

Next Weekend!  Bless Our Priests Collection  
for Diocesan Retired Priests 

Please take advantage of this opportunity to offer 
support to the retired priests of our diocese by 
helping provide for their retirement needs.  Your 
donation will help serve those who have faithfully 
served us!  Thank you. 

“The Lord is coming, always coming.  When you have 
ears to hear, and eyes to see, you will recognize him at 
any moment of your life.  Life is Advent; life is  
recognizing the coming of the Lord.” - Henri Nouwen 

http://www.nativitymary.org
mailto:tbierfam@gmail.com

