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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

New Year's resolutions start to enter into our thoughts in 
these twelve days of Christmas. What improvements do we 
desire for our minds, hearts, bodies and spirits? Do we have 
a plan? How did it work this past year? Along with these 
considerations, where are we to find the encouragement we 
all need to keep trying. Not giving up when our best laid 
plans go awry. As always, let us turn to Christ. He tells to us 
to keep trying even when we don't, at first, succeed.  
 
May this coming new year find us depending on the  
transforming power of God's love to renew us in mind, 
heart, body and spirit. 
 
Through our prayer, reception of the sacraments, our  
corporal and spiritual works of mercy we give the Lord 
countless opportunities to transform our lives. His gifts of 
joy, hope and peace flow generously to us through our love 
of God and our neighbor. May all our resolutions for the 
coming year fill us with great expectations. May they find 
encouragement and be fulfilled by the grace of Our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

***Sister Ruth on Medical Leave 
You may notice my absence in December.  I'm on medical 
leave due to hip replacement surgery.  I appreciate prayers 
for a good recovery.  I will not be resuming my pastoral 
visiting until sometime in January.  Thank you for your  
patience.  If you know of anyone who is gravely ill or would 
like to be anointed, contact Msgr Dan. at 752-7861 Ext. 101. 

Don’t forget to grab your SCRIP  
 cards after any Mass this weekend,  

for your last minute holiday shopping! 
Thank you for supporting 

St. Mary School. 

December 12, 2021, St. Mary School presented (for the first 
time) The Stations of Christmas to a packed house.  Thank 
you to everyone who was able to attend.  The students 
worked hard to prepare and the final project was excellent. 
If you were not able to attend, please go to the parish  
Facebook page where a recording of the event is housed.  

 

 This year we have six families who have students who  
attend our parish schools on partial scholarships and we are 
still looking for donations to our scholarship fund.  If you 
would like to donate, simply forward your check to St. Mary 
School for the amount you desire.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact school principal, Dr. Kim 
Ehrhardt at 608-754-5221.   

 

Oh, Holy Night? 
I heard this story years back, and it never fails to 
bring a smile. 
 At Christmastime, a kindergarten class was asked 
to draw a Nativity scene.  A little student got busy.  
His drawing included Joseph, Mary, Baby Jesus and 
some shepherds with a bright star overhead.  Off to 
the side, however, there was one more figure, extra 
short and round.   
 “And who is this chubby little character?”  the 
teacher asked. 
 “Oh!” he said brightly.  “That’s Round Yon’ Virgin!” 

“Bless your children!  What can be more beautiful, than 
for a father and mother, to bless their children at the  
beginning and the end of each day, to trace on their  
forehead the Sign of the Cross, as they did on the day of 
their Baptism?”  - Pope Francis 

A Christmas Prayer 
May all my family members and friends  
who need miracles be blessed. 
May whoever is feeling  unwell and weak be given strength.  
May all of those who have heavy burdens  
have their load lightened.   
May your Christmas be one filled with happiness and joy.  
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the teachers,     listening to them and asking them 
questions. (Lk 2:46) 
 

******************************************************* 
Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not 
only of our families of origin, the current family of which we are 
a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global  
family as well. Everything human can be found in family stories. 
Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as 
painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest 
wounds are usually connected with the experience of family. Our 
needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color what we 
bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level 
of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and 
what prejudices we believe. 
  
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember 
that it is not only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult 
and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at 
work as well. For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess 
and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we 
are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us 
understand that there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a 
story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in 
the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, 
and light where there is darkness. 
 
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and 

leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the  
imperfections and wounds that bind us and never be able to  
understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us 

that the “light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us 
to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most  

certainly true, we can only really begin to do this when we  
realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the 
wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s  

continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered 
and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. 
We can too. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Kathleen,  

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, December 26, 2021 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 / Lk 2:41-52 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 2, 2021 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6 / Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2:1-12 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together. 
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What’s Happening 

Please support  
our bulletin advertisers! 

Men’s Silent Preached Retreat 
February 4th (Fri.) – February 6th (Sun.) 2022 

Redemptorist Retreat Center 
Theme: “Healing in a Wounded World” 

www.redemptoristretreat.org 
262-567-6900 

1800 N Timber Trail Lane 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 

The Redemptorist Retreat Center is happy to      
welcome members of the Nativity of Mary Parish and other 
area parishioners on the weekend of February 4-6, 2022. 
We will explore how we can find hope in the midst of our 
worldly challenges.      

 

Consider spending a weekend at the beautiful   
Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, WI. Join men 
from our community for renewal, reflection, fellowship, 
peace, and quiet time with our Lord. Mark your calendar 
for February 4th - 6th.  

 

There are retreats throughout the year. If this 
weekend doesn’t work for you plan on attending another 
one (Feb 18-20 or 25-27, Mar 4-6 or 11-13, Apr 8-10) 

 

Carpooling is available leaving from Nativity of Mary,  
Janesville, upper parking lot @ 4:30 pm on Friday, Feb. 5th. 

Check in Friday 6:15 pm, Orientation 7:15 pm 
Concludes after Mass and lunch 
(about 1:00 p.m. on Sunday) 

 

            Donation:  $230.00 includes private room, board,  
and materials.  To register call Santo Carfora @ 756-1815 
or contact the retreat center at the above contact  
information.  

Retrouvaille 
Are you struggling in your marriage? Retrouvaille 
is a weekend retreat offered to married couples to 
help re-establish communication and to gain new 
insights into themselves as individuals and as a 
couple. The retreat provides tools to help couples 
with communication, forgiveness, and trust. It 
teaches a dialogue process of meaningful  
communication. The next retreat offered in our 
area will be January 7-9, 2022. Cost is $200. There 
are partial scholarships available from the Diocese 
of Madison. Registration ends January 3rd. For 
more information or to register, email: 
2035@helpourmarriage.org or call 414-502-7685. 

Religious Ed 
 Prays the “Stations of Christmas” 
 

On a windy Wednesday evening, before a 

crowded set of bleachers full of family and 

friends, all twenty six of our Religious  

Education students came together to  

portray and pray the “Stations of  

Christmas”.  They began with The  

Annunciation and traveled through the 

Nativity of Jesus and Christmas season, 

culminating with the Visit of the Three 

Wisemen.   
 

Elementary students portrayed the  

characters of each Station in costume and 

reverently.  Confirmation students  

proclaimed the Word boldly, giving the 

audience the full story of how a little Babe 

came and changed our world.  In the end, 

it was a “Silent Night”, followed by a  

celebration of Jesus’ birthday with cake 

and small gifts.  We give Christmas thanks 

to all of the parents and Catechists without 

whom this prayer of the Stations of  

Christmas would not have been possible.  

Merry and Blessed Christmas to you all!! 

mailto:2035@helpourmarriage.org


What’s Happening 
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News & Notes Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, December 27 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, December 28 
   12:10 PM  Jackson Sparks 
Wednesday, December 29 
    8:15 AM  Nellie Dawson 
Thursday, December 30 
    8:15 AM  Jim & Mary Jo Fox 
Friday, December 31 
     8:15  Howard Liston 
Saturday, January 1 
    9:15 AM  Fr. Steve Umhoefer 
Sunday, January 2 
       8:30 AM  Gene Wagner 
   10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 26 

8:30 & 10:30 am Masses 
 

Solemnity of Mary 
Saturday, January 1 

9:15 am Mass 
 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 pm 

No Confession Saturday, January 1 
 

Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 Mass 

The following is a guide, to help in planning for the Mass 
Obligations of The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) and 
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph.  
We are not reserving seats this year. Please come early and 
wear a face covering to protect yourself and your neighbor.  

THEOLOGY  ON TAP 
A speaker series for adults in their 20s & 30s 
Thursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.  
Riley’s Sports Bar and Grill, Janesville, WI 
Speaker: Fr. Tim Mergen 
Topic: Naked Without Shame 
 
Theology on Tap is a Catholic speaker series designed 
for single and married adults in their 20s and 30s. It 
provides an opportunity for young adults to gather for 
food, drinks, fellowship, and discussion on topics  
related to faith and life—all in a relaxed, casual  
environment. Bring a friend. Grab a drink. Join the  
conversation. And have a great time exploring the faith 
and meeting others with similar interests and values. 
Hosted by the Janesville Catholic Churches.  
For more information visit facebook.com/
CatholicsOnTheRock or contact Kris 
at kkranenburg@sjv.org 

“How did God send His Son?   
   Through a family.” 
 

     - Pope Francis 

http://facebook.com/CatholicsOnTheRock
http://facebook.com/CatholicsOnTheRock
mailto:kkranenburg@sjv.org

