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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Thank you to Father Bill Nolan for celebrating the first 
Masses here at St. Mary's for the new year. I am away  
officiating at a relative's wedding in LaCrosse this weekend.  
 
In addition, I wish to express thanks to all who helped plan 
and conduct our Christmas liturgies. Preparing our  
beautiful church with trees, lights, wreaths and more made 
for another colorful and inspiring backdrop to the sacred 
rites.  
 
Also, our thanks goes to those whose instruments, voices 
and presence combined to lift our words of praise with 
heartfelt joy. To all of our liturgical ministers, our parish 
staff and volunteer helpers I want to express gratitude for 
their important contribution to the beauty of our communal 
prayer this Advent and Christmas time. 
 
May I also add my personal thanks for your cards, gifts and 
warm greetings to me at Christmas. It is deeply appreciated 
along with all your many kindnesses. May God bless you 
always. 
 
Msgr. Dan 

“Flocknote” - In cooperation with the Diocese of  
Madison, we are using a “Flocknote” program to email  
parishioners with pertinent parish information. 
 

To help us reach you, please take a moment and send 
your current email address to Sharlet at 
psec@nativitymary.org.   Please indicate the name  
associated with the email; one for each adult in your 
household that would like to receive communication. 
Also, please don’t forget to contact the parish office with a 
new email, phone number or address, anytime you make 
a change.   Help us stay connected! 

Happy New Year! 
 
 

This year we have six families who have students who  
attend our parish schools on partial scholarships and we are 
still looking for donations to our scholarship fund.  If you 
would like to donate, simply forward your check to St. Mary 
School for the amount you desire.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact school principal, Dr. Kim 
Ehrhardt at 608-754-5221.   

Thank you from Sr. Ruth 
My recovery from hip surgery is going very well. Thanks 
for all your thoughts and prayers, get well cards, phone 
calls, text messages, gifts, treats, support and help.  I hope 
to be back visiting people soon.   
Happy New Year!   Sr. Ruth 

SCRIP SALES AT MASS 
 

The parents of St. Mary School students will be selling 
SCRIP gift cards at each Mass. 
 

What is SCRIP?  SCRIP is a fundraiser where  you purchase 
gift cards to restaurants, retailers, and gas stations to raise 
money for our school.  If you have a particular student you 
wish to support, you can even have part of the money go 
toward their tuition! 
 

A parent volunteer will be available before and after Mass 
for you to purchase gift cards in person. 
 

If you are interested in purchasing  cards and a volunteer 
isn’t selling that day, you can always contact the school to 
make a purchase arrangement.  The school phone number 
is 608-754-5221. 
 

If you are a parent interested in volunteering to sell SCRIP 
at Mass, please contact Amy Taubenheim at 
amy.taubenheim@gmail.com or 920-210-5693. 
 

Thank you for supporting our students and our school! 

New Year’s Prayer 

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family 
be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We know that 
you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to 
forgive ourselves and to forgive one another. 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and 
our deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness that 
comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us to put 
aside anxiety about the future and the past, so that we 
might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. 
 
Loyola Press 
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Epiphany of the Lord 
 

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  We saw his star at 
its rising and have come to do him homage.” (Mt 2:2) 
 

******************************************************* 
In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope  
Francis references a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: “Being 
a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, 
but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a 
new horizon and a decisive direction.” Today we celebrate an 
encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! This simple but 
holy event in time dramatically changes human life, pointing 
it toward a new horizon and giving it a decisive direction. 
This is a message and truth that is not meant to be shared 
with only a select few who qualify but with the entire world. 
Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely to this  
encounter or renewed encounter with God’s love, which  
blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from 
our narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully human 
when we become more than human, when we let God bring 
us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our 
being.” 
 

Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? What 
gives them direction? Even we who are people of faith can get 
distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of His fullness, is  
revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter Him! God is 
tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, surprises, 
and opportunities. For those who are struggling and lost,  
today is a day of great joy. All they have to do is reach out and 
touch the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the 
poor, exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry out for  
compassion and love. But it is also found in the faithful ones 
who see in the Epiphany of God a liberation from structures 
and systems that hurt us, a narrowness of mind and heart 
that constricts us, and an absorption in our self-agenda that 
prevents us from seeing anything other than ourselves as  
important. 
 

We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News. 
If only we could find a way to be more effective, it might stand 

a chance of doing what God intended it to do. There is always 
tomorrow and our memory of that bright new light that 

shone so brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us to truth 

and reminding us that we are loved. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Kathleen,  

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, January 2, 2022 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 / Lk 2:41-52 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 9, 2022 
Baptism of the Lord 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / Ti 2:11-14, 3:4-7 / Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
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What’s Happening 

Please support  
our bulletin advertisers! 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
♦ Unwrap the gifts in your marriage on the next  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter. 

♦ It is a weekend for married Christian couples who value 

their relationship and desire a richer, fuller life together. 

♦ Sign up today to attend a virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Experiences on January 8-9; in person  

Experience Feb. 11-13 in Madison, WI or April 22-24 in 

Brookfield, WI. 

♦ Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 

information visit our website at:  alifetimeoflove.org  

or call (888) 574-5653.   

Men’s Silent Preached Retreat 
February 4th (Fri.) – February 6th (Sun.) 2022 

Redemptorist Retreat Center 
Theme: “Healing in a Wounded World” 

www.redemptoristretreat.org 
262-567-6900 

1800 N Timber Trail Lane 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 

The Redemptorist Retreat Center is happy to      
welcome members of the Nativity of Mary Parish and other 
area parishioners on the weekend of February 4-6, 2022. 
We will explore how we can find hope in the midst of our 
worldly challenges.      

 

Consider spending a weekend at the beautiful   
Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, WI. Join men 
from our community for renewal, reflection, fellowship, 
peace, and quiet time with our Lord. Mark your calendar 
for February 4th - 6th.  

 

There are retreats throughout the year. If this 
weekend doesn’t work for you plan on attending another 
one (Feb 18-20 or 25-27, Mar 4-6 or 11-13, Apr 8-10) 

 

Carpooling is available leaving from Nativity of Mary,  
Janesville, upper parking lot @ 4:30 pm on Friday, Feb. 5th. 

Check in Friday 6:15 pm, Orientation 7:15 pm 
Concludes after Mass and lunch 
(about 1:00 p.m. on Sunday) 

 

            Donation:  $230.00 includes private room, board,  
and materials.  To register call Santo Carfora @ 756-1815 
or contact the retreat center at the above contact  
information.  

Retrouvaille 
Are you struggling in your marriage? Retrouvaille 
is a weekend retreat offered to married couples to 
help re-establish communication and to gain new 
insights into themselves as individuals and as a 
couple. The retreat provides tools to help couples 
with communication, forgiveness, and trust. It 
teaches a dialogue process of meaningful  
communication. The next retreat offered in our 
area will be January 7-9, 2022. Cost is $200. There 
are partial scholarships available from the Diocese 
of Madison. Registration ends January 3rd. For 
more information or to register, email: 
2035@helpourmarriage.org or call 414-502-7685. 

“It is easy to love the people far away.  It is not always 
easy to love those close to us.  Bring love into your home, 
for this is where our love for each other must start.” 
 

    - Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

STOCKBOXES  
Free Food for Seniors (60 years and over) 
Through Hunger Task Force in Milwaukee, ECHO is able to 
distribute the “Stockbox” program.  This monthly box  
usually consists of cereal, canned goods, pasta or rice, 
canned meat and two pounds of Wisconsin cheese.  

 

Registration and distribution will be at ECHO, 65 S High 
Street in Janesville.  Available only Monday thru Thursday 
from 1 pm—3 pm.  Wisconsin identification is required for 
sign up.  Income limits are $1,396 for on person, $1,888 
combined income for a spouse and a person. 
 

Any questions, please call 608-754-5333. 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together. 

mailto:2035@helpourmarriage.org
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The Light of the Moon 
 
If you own a television that has been turned on at any point 
in the last month or so, chances are you’ve caught at least a 
scene or two of the 1946 classic film “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  
 
If you’re not familiar with the movie, it follows the life of 
George Bailey from childhood through adulthood. A  
dreamer by nature, George has big plans for himself that 
involve world exploration and adventure — but family and 
community obligations keep him tethered to the same spot 
on the map, leading an altogether ordinary life. 
 
One of the most memorable scenes from that movie is of 
George dancing with his sweetheart Mary while they sing 
“Buffalo Gals — Won’t you come out tonight/And dance by 
the light of the moon?” 
 
That lyric always catches my ear. Of course, the moon 
doesn’t have any light of its own. All the moon has is the 
ability to reflect the light that shines upon it.  
 
The same holds for us, doesn’t it? Our stewardship is purely 
a reflection of the grace granted to us by another. “Upon you 
the LORD shines,” writes Isaiah, “and over you appears his 
glory.” Every good action we will ever take begins in the 
mind of God. The fact that we have the honor of carrying it 
out on His behalf is a beautiful gift. It is God that makes our 
ordinary lives extraordinary. 
 
In the end of the movie, George Bailey realizes that he had a 
far greater life because, instead of being the hero of his own 
story, he allowed himself to reflect goodness onto others.  
 
Remember — the magi didn’t chart their own course.     

They merely followed the star. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Thank You For A Beautiful Christmas 
 
A big THANK YOU to all who made our Christmas services 
so special this year. 
 
The entire decorating committee once again ensured the 
church was beautiful. Their hard work and eye for detail 
was apparent.  All those who helped in ministry positions 
during our liturgies; your service is appreciated. 
 
The members of our Choirs were exceptional by  
presenting lovely prelude music prior to the 4 and 6 pm 
Mass on Christmas Eve and the 10 am Mass on Christmas 
Day.  They then wonderfully lead the congregation in 
song and prayer during the service. They are an example 
of “true stewards of Christ” to share so much of their time 
and talent with us.    
 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the choir’s fine director, Laura 
Schuler, and our Pianists, Ann Allen and Sue Renkas.   
 
For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 
who is Christ and Lord.   Luke 6: 5-14 

THEOLOGY  ON TAP 
A speaker series for adults in their 20s & 30s 
Thursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.  
Riley’s Sports Bar and Grill, Janesville, WI 
Speaker: Fr. Tim Mergen 
Topic: Naked Without Shame 
 
Theology on Tap is a Catholic speaker series designed for 
single and married adults in their 20s and 30s. It provides 
an opportunity for young adults to gather for food, drinks, 
fellowship, and discussion on topics related to faith and 
life—all in a relaxed, casual environment. Bring a friend. 
Grab a drink. Join the conversation. And have a great time 
exploring the faith and meeting others with similar  
interests and values.  Hosted by the Janesville Catholic 
Churches. For more information visit  
facebook.com/CatholicsOnTheRock  
or contact Kris at kkranenburg@sjv.org 

http://facebook.com/CatholicsOnTheRock
mailto:kkranenburg@sjv.org
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Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill the 
law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Mary, Mother of God 
 
Helping a friend, volunteering for the church or school 
event, shoveling the sidewalk — all of these actions  
require a yes. Becoming your parent’s medical power of 
attorney, resigning from a job or accepting a new one — 
our lives require yes after yes. Each one sets us up for 
even more choices. On January 1st, we celebrate Mary as 
Mother of God. This title is monumental. It elevates a 
simple girl from Nazareth to the most highly revered 
woman in all creation. And it all started with a simple 
yes! But it didn’t end there. Being free from sin doesn’t 
mean being free from temptation. Mary had countless 
opportunities to say yes or no to God throughout her life. 
She is an example for us on the power of graced  
perseverance! Whatever your resolutions or decisions in 
the coming year, ask for Mary’s intercession to say yes. 

Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, January 3 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, January 4 
   12:10 PM  Bill Schneider  
Wednesday, January 5 
    8:15 AM  Adam Langer 
Thursday, January 6 
    8:15 AM  Jim & Mary Jo Fox 
Friday, January 7 
     8:15  Nellie Dawson 
Saturday, January 8 
    4:30 PM  Phyllis Rice 
Sunday, January 9 
       8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
   10:30 AM  Richard Wixom 

 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 pm 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

 

Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 Mass 

Eucharistic Adoration  
A Holy Hour is held in the church every  

Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass.  
We invite you to come and pray  

in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

