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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Just as a reminder, this week is a special week for us to join 
with Christians around the world to pray for Christian unity. 

Our Father, 

We seek you in so many ways and places in our life. 
We seek you for guidance and for comfort. 

But you have told us that when there is hunger,  
it is up to us to feed the hungry. 

We ask you to help us see you in other Christians 
and humbly ask you for strength  

in the search for what we have in common. 
Bless our efforts to look at all the ways  

we are united in faith, and grant us courage  
to change our hearts and minds to realize your will. 
We ask all this through Christ our Lord and brother, 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

WORLD”S FINEST CHOCOLATE BAR FUNDRAISER 
 
St. Mary School is selling World Finest Chocolate candy 
bars as a fundraiser.  They are $1 each, and come in a 
variety of flavors:  milk chocolate, dark chocolate,  
caramel, wafer, crisp and almond. 
 
They are available at the school.  The sale ends January 
31st, and the money is going toward student enrichment 
programs. 

 

Students from St. Mary’s School are able to receive  
face-to-face instruction, and doing so in a safe  
environment are two of the most important objectives 
for myself, the staff again this year.   The Diocese of  
Madison recently asked congregations to continue or 
increase ongoing COVID-19 precautions.   
 

As you may know, the nation, state and Rock County are 
experiencing some of the highest reported rates of Covid 
infection, and unfortunately, we needed to quarantine 
the 3K  classroom and parts of the P4J classroom due to  
confirmed positive exposures.  As we debriefed the event 
with the Rock County Health Department, the one  
practice absent in our protocol was masking for our 
youngest students.  Previously masking had not been 
required in the 3K classroom and for those under the age 
of five in the P4J classroom.   The health department is 
now clear that masking for even these younger students 
is highly recommended.  In an effort to provide more 
safety for our students and staff, we’ve begun using the 
recent quarantine experience as a teachable moment to 
begin working with students in the 3K and 4K  
classrooms to learn how to mask.  St. Mary’s uses a  
developmental approach to help students master this 
intervention.  Mask breaks are routinely part of our 
school routine. 
 

The other benefit with students masking is that if an  
exposure event takes place at school, (and all the  
required safety protocols are in place which includes 
masking) they are not generally required to quarantine 
and remain out of school for a ten day period.  I know 
that for some, masks have been a symbol of big  
government subjugation; our only intent is to do  
whatever possible to keep our students, staff and families 
healthy.  Recently, we had four staff members out ill and 
three situations were in classrooms where masking  
efforts did not take place.  
 

Also, Bishop Hying sent us a message expressing his  
gratitude and appreciation during these challenging 
times.  I have included the link so you can listen.    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeNEyuyzcwwhing 
 

Our next family Mass will be Sunday, January 30, 2022, as 
we kick-off Catholic Schools Week.  
 

Stay warm and stay healthy.  God Bless! 
 

Dr. Kim Ehrhardt 
Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeNEyuyzcwwhing
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” (Lk 1:21) 
 

******************************************************* 
Human history reveals many periods where people lost a 
sense of God’s transcendence. It may even be argued that  
human beings have been wandering and lost more than they 
have been at home and focused. Human nature being what it 
is, we struggle with who God really is — the God of our  
salvation history or the “gods” of human constructs. Relying 
on our own designs and pursuits, we forget that we really are 
meant to listen to One upon whom the Spirit of the Lord rests, 
Jesus Christ, and not to ourselves. That same history that  
reveals our fickleness and infidelity also reveals God’s  
constancy and faithfulness. God always finds us. 
 

As people wander and fumble to find their way, God is there 
bringing them back to holiness and giving them the assurance 
of His presence. We have to allow God’s Word, God’s life, to 
touch us and change us. It can make us more flexible and  
attentive to the sacred in all facets of life so that every day is 
one that is holy. Every day is a time when fulfillment is  
possible for one’s soul. Jesus stood before those gathered in 
the synagogue as the fulfillment of words of promise that 
were echoed long ago. God doesn’t forget. He always comes 
for us. 
 

Now it is time to remember to go to God. Sometimes our lives 

are so confused and tangled that it is difficult to see the Word 
and hand of God. But when we realize, deep within, the depth 

of friendship God offers to us it really has the power to turn 
sadness to joy. The promise is fulfilled. Going frequently to 

God’s Word, allowing ourselves to be enriched and  
rejuvenated, and pondering the certainly of God’s fidelity and 

promise permanently transforms us. We will be more aware 

of the sacred and the holy and less invested in things that pull 
us away. 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Kathleen,  

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve,  

Colleen Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler,  
Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, January 23, 2022 
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 / 1 Cor 12:12-30 / Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 30, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19 / 1 Cor 12:31-13:13 / Lk 4:21-30 

“There can be no peace,  
   without a culture of care.”  
 

    - Pope Francis 
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What’s Happening 

Men’s Silent Preached Retreat 
February 4th (Fri.) – February 6th (Sun.) 2022 

Redemptorist Retreat Center 
Theme: “Healing in a Wounded World” 

www.redemptoristretreat.org 
262-567-6900 

1800 N Timber Trail Lane 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 

The Redemptorist Retreat Center is happy to      
welcome members of the Nativity of Mary Parish and other 
area parishioners on the weekend of February 4-6, 2022. 
We will explore how we can find hope in the midst of our 
worldly challenges.      

 

Consider spending a weekend at the beautiful   
Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, WI. Join men 
from our community for renewal, reflection, fellowship, 
peace, and quiet time with our Lord. Mark your calendar 
for February 4th - 6th.  

 

There are retreats throughout the year. If this 
weekend doesn’t work for you plan on attending another 
one (Feb 18-20 or 25-27, Mar 4-6 or 11-13, Apr 8-10) 

 

Carpooling is available leaving from Nativity of Mary,  
Janesville, upper parking lot @ 4:30 pm on Friday, Feb. 5th. 

Check in Friday 6:15 pm, Orientation 7:15 pm 
Concludes after Mass and lunch 
(about 1:00 p.m. on Sunday) 

 

            Donation:  $230.00 includes private room, board,  
and materials.  To register call Santo Carfora @ 756-1815 
or contact the retreat center at the above contact  
information.  

Agrace is offering two professionally led, virtual 
(accessible via Zoom with a tablet, computer or 
smartphone) grief support groups in February.  
 

Bridges is for adults grieving the death of any loved one. 
In February, meetings are February 2 and 16, from 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is required. 
 

Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group is a six-week grief 
support group series for adults whose spouse or partners 
has died. It meets Mondays, February 14 to March 21, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required. 
 

These groups meet online and are open to the public. 
There is no fee for people whose family member was in 
hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others can be 
lowered or waived, if needed. Pre-registration is required; 
call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to register. 

International Day of Peace 
 
Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
you hold dominion over 
heaven and earth. 
Jesus, Prince of Peace, deliver us 
from all violent tendencies, 
from the temptation to do harm, 
from isolation, injustice,  
and all that would 
divide and lead to destruction. 
Jesus our brother, by your  
redemptive power 
we have been adopted as  
sons and daughters 
of your Father, the Living God. 
May we remember our  
common humanity 
and labor together to build 
a more just world. 
esus, Lamb of God, who  
takes away the sins of the world, 

PARISH CALENDARS—Our parish calendars for the year 
2022 have arrived!  The theme is "Feasts & Saints".  It has 
been another challenging year, but we have so many      
reasons to look forward with great hope and prayer, and 
the Saints are there to guide us by their faithful example.                             

Thank you to the McDonald Law Office for generously   
donating the calendars, as they do every year.   Calendars 
are located at the entrance to the church. 

How good and pleasant is it,  
when God’s people live together  
in unity!    -  Psalm 133:1 
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What’s Happening 

NUN RUN 
February 18 to 20, 2022 

 
With Cistercian, Nashville Dominican and Handmaid 
of the Heart of Jesus Religious Sisters ….. 
 
We will travel from the Diocese of Madison, Prairie 
du Sac, Wisconsin, to St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Prayer, Adoration, Visiting with Religious Sisters, 
helping with some daily chores, Mass and meals. 
 
Registration:  vocations@madisondiocese.org 
For more information: Theresa Klinkhammer 
Theresa.klinkhammer@ambroseacademy.org 

CATHOLIC HERALD ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  
The Catholic Herald, official newspaper of the Diocese of 
Madison, is looking for a full-time administrative assistant 
with duties in secretarial/reception, circulation, editorial/
production, writing/photography, and advertising areas. 
Microsoft Office, Adobe, layout design, and database  
experience helpful. Knowledge of the Catholic Church  
required. Excellent benefits. Send a cover letter with  
resume  by February 13 to: 
Kevin Wondrash, Editor 
The Catholic Herald 
Attn: Administrative Assistant Position  
702 S. High Point Rd., Ste 121 
Madison, WI 53719-4926 
Or: info@madisoncatholicherald.org 

Our Traveling Chalice program here at St. Mary's has 
been an ongoing stream of prayers since 2010.  Those 
prayers encourage and support each person's vocation 
in life and your prayers DO make a difference!!  Please 
continue them whether you are hosting the Chalice  
during a given week, or not.  Prayers are always heard 
by God and appreciated by all. 
 

At the moment, we have NO HOSTS scheduled for  
January through June of 2022, with the exception of  
this week.  PLEASE, consider hosting our Traveling  
Chalice and keeping that 12 year stream of prayers  
going.  Vocations are needed.  And it is vitally important 
that each of us discern God’s vocation for us in our own 
lives.   
 

If you are willing to host the Traveling Chalice, you can 

sign up online through Sign Up Genius, call the Parish 

Office at 752-7861, extension 104, or email  

renativitymary@gmail.com and let us know.   

Please consider this important ministry.   

 

Link to Sign Up Genius: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling 

Traveling  
Chalice 

mailto:info@madisoncatholicherald.org
mailto:renativitymary@gmail.com
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News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill the 
law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, January 24 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, January 25 
   12:10 PM  Jimbo Condon 
Wednesday, January 26 
    8:15 AM  Jackson Sparks 
Thursday, January 27 
    8:15 AM   
Friday, January 28 
     8:15  Harold Fuss and Dave Wanninger 
Saturday, January 29 
    4:30 PM  Veronica Ray 
Sunday, January 30 
       8:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
   10:30 AM  Phyllis Rice 

 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

 

Adoration  
Friday, following Daily Mass 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together. 

What is Eucharistic Adoration?  
 

Question: What is Eucharistic Adoration?  
 

Answer:  
The practice of Eucharistic Adoration is a centuries old 
ritual and falls within a broader category of devotions and 
rituals that are associated with the Sacrament of the  
Eucharist. In a particular way, Eucharistic Adoration is an 
extension of the worship and adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament that occurs in every Mass.  
 

In a long-standing practice, a period of Eucharistic  
Adoration often ends with “benediction,” the blessing of 
the faith with the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

Several parishes throughout the United States have  
introduced the practice of perpetual Eucharistic  
Adoration, while other communities have the custom of 
shorter periods of Eucharistic Adoration. Care should  
always be taken that these periods of adoration respect 
the instructions outlined in Holy Communion and Worship 
of the Eucharist Outside of Mass, the liturgical book that 
gives the instructions for the proper celebration of  
Eucharistic Adoration.  
 

Although adoration of the Blessed Sacrament can never 

take the place of Eucharistic Communion, many Catholics 

find great comfort and consolation in their prayers before 

the Eucharist enshrined in the tabernacle or when it is 

exposed in the monstrance (both are equally valid, as the 

Christ is not more present in one than in the other). But 

when we consider our eucharistic devotions, it is always 

important to remember the fundamental connection these 

acts of devotion have the celebration of the Eucharist in 

the Mass and reception of Christ in Communion. 

A Holy Hour is held in the church every  
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass.  

We invite you to come and pray  
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

