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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

2022 Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal  
 Please Make a Generous Pledge 

We are leading the in-pew process for the Annual  
Catholic Appeal. Those who have not made a pledge by 
mail will be asked to do so at this time. You may also be 
sent a special edition of the Catholic Herald on February 
24th where you will have the opportunity to make a gift, as 
well. 
 
Please read the annual tabloid that is available in the  
vestibule. It provides a detailed explanation of the use of 
the funds that you are asked to give.  This appeal funds 
many ministries throughout the diocese and helps many in 
need. Each household is asked to make a generous gift. In 
doing so, please consider making a pledge, payable over six 
months.      

You may have already received a solicitation for the 2022 
Annual Catholic Appeal for the Diocese of Madison in the 
mail. Future plans allow for this annual appeal to be  
conducted primarily by direct mail. Until then, we will  
continue to also incorporate the in pew participation at the 
beginning of Lent. This weekend will be introductory with 
the usual video announcement and invitation to complete a 
commitment form during the liturgy. 
 
Congratulations to our parishioners whose contributions to 
the 2021 ACA founds us exceeding our goal of $56,000.00. 
This years goal is a similar amount and we will, once again, 
seek to meet and even exceed it. 
 
St. Mary's, like all diocesan parishes, benefit in various and 
important ways from the diocesan resources made possible 
by the success of this annual appeal. Our worship, vocation, 
school, religious education and parish councils and  
committees receive assistance and direction from the  
offices and agencies of our Madison Diocese. 
 
If making a monthly financial commitment allows for a 
greater overall amount of support, you and I are encouraged 
to do so. However, whatever individual response we are 
able to make with our hard earned dollars will undoubtedly 
be effective and appreciated.  
 
Thank you for your past generous support of St. Mary's ACA 
monetary goal. May our 2022 results be just as strong. 

In case you missed Mrs. Olson and Dr. Ehrhardt were on 
WCLO discussing Catholic Schools Week, you can listen to 
the broadcast by using the following link https://
www.wclo.com/episode/2-2-22-catholic-schools-week/ 

 
Congratulations to Noah Jacque and Greyson Schimke who 
are our top World Famous Chocolate Salesmen. Noah sold 
17 boxes (1020 bars) and Greyson sold 16 boxes (960 
bars). Once again, we sold every box of chocolate, yielding 
over $3,000 for our school.   
 
There was no school Monday, January 7, 2022 as the staff 
attended a religious retreat conducted by the Diocese of 
Madison that was held at St. Williams Parish. 
 
As we look ahead, Parent Teacher Conferences are on 
Thursday, February 17, 2022. The sign-up for  
conferences will be coming out soon. 
 

At Mass this past Sunday, we heard the beautiful Epistle 
from St. Paul who told us that love is the greatest gift of all. 

Love binds us together in the Body of Christ. In our prayer 
today we asked: O God, with your love, may we be patient, 

kind, hopeful and truthful. May our love bear all things, be-

lieve all things, hope all things, and endure all things. May we 
love to learn to love as  you do through Christ our Lord. 

https://www.wclo.com/episode/2-2-22-catholic-schools-week/
https://www.wclo.com/episode/2-2-22-catholic-schools-week/
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is 
yours.” (Lk 6:20)
******************************************************* 
     Today's gospel reading is the beginning of what is often 
called the Sermon on the Plain. We find a parallel to this  
passage in Matthew 5:1-7,11 that is often called the Sermon 
on the Mount. As these titles suggest, there are differences 
and similarities between these gospel readings. 
     When spoken from the mountaintop in Matthew's Gospel, 
we can't miss the impression that Jesus is speaking with the  
authority and voice of God. The mountaintop is a symbol of 
closeness to God. Those who ascend the mountain see God 
and speak for God; recall the story of Moses and the  
Ten Commandments. As Luke introduces the location of Jesus' 
teaching, Jesus teaches on level ground, alongside the  
disciples and the crowd. Luke presents Jesus' authority in a  
different light. He is God among us.  
     Another distinction found in Luke's version is the audience. 
Luke's Sermon on the Plain is addressed to Jesus' disciples, 
although in the presence of the crowd; Matthew's Sermon on 
the Mount is addressed to the crowd. In keeping with this 
style, the Beatitudes in Luke's Gospel sound more personal 
than those in Matthew's Gospel—Luke uses the article “you” 
whereas Matthew uses “they” or “those.” There is also a  
difference in number: Matthew  
describes eight beatitudes; Luke presents just four, each of 
which has a parallel warning. 
     The form of the Beatitudes found in Luke's and Matthew's 
Gospel is not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in the Old 
Testament, such as in the Psalms and in Wisdom literature. 
They are a way to teach about who will find favor with God. 
The word blessed in this context might be translated as 
“happy,” “fortunate,” or “favored.” 
     As we listen to this Gospel, the Beatitudes jar our  
sensibilities. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or  
persecuted are called blessed. This is, indeed, a Gospel of  
reversals. Those often thought to have been forgotten by God 
are called blessed. In the list of “woes,” those whom we might 
ordinarily describe as blessed by God are warned about their 
peril. Riches, possessions, laughter, reputation . . . these are 
not things that we can depend upon as sources of eternal  
happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their promise; our 
misplaced trust in them will lead to our demise. The ultimate 
peril is in misidentifying the source of our eternal happiness. 
The Beatitudes are often described as a framework for  
Christian living. Our vocation as Christians is not to be first in 
this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of God. We are 
challenged to examine our present situation in the context of 
our ultimate horizon, the Kingdom of God. 
LoyolaPress.com 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Carmen Heath-Vega, Alice Jensen, 

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Pat & Mark, 

Richard Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, 

Heather Saalfeld, Madelynn Schieve, Colleen 

Schroeder, Andrew Stuehler, Mary Tullis, 

Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Beth Mongiat at the 
Nativity House, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, February 13, 2022 
Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Jer 17:5-8 / 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20 / Lk 6:17, 20-26 (78) 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, February 20, 2022 
Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
1 Sm 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23 / 1Cor 15:45-49 / Lk 6:27-38 (81) 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew5.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/the-ten-commandments
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/the-beatitudes
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What’s Happening 

Our Traveling Chalice program here at St. Mary's has been 
an ongoing stream of prayers since 2010.  Those prayers 
encourage and support each person's vocation in life and 
your prayers DO make a difference!!  Please continue them 
whether you are hosting the Chalice  
during a given week, or not.  Prayers are always heard by 
God and appreciated by all. 
 

PLEASE, consider hosting our Traveling  
Chalice and keeping that 12 year stream of prayers  
going.  Vocations are needed.  And it is vitally important that 
each of us discern God’s vocation for us in our own lives.   
 

If you are willing to host the Traveling Chalice, you can sign 

up online through Sign Up Genius, call the Parish Office at 

752-7861, extension 104, or email  

renativitymary@gmail.com and let us know.   

Please consider this important ministry.   

 

Link to Sign Up Genius: Scroll down to find more dates.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-

traveling  

Traveling  
Chalice 

Catholic Women’s Club Scholarship 
The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club is offering  
scholarships for high school seniors who are active  
members of the four Catholic parishes in Janesville.  
Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA.  
 
Selection will be based on active involvement in the  
Catholic Church, academic standing, and other  
extracurricular activities in the school and community.  
 
Funds are raised at the club’s Dollars for Scholars Card  
Party, usually held twice a year.  
Applications are available at the  
Parker and Craig guidance offices or  
by contacting Jan Bier at  
tbierfam@gmail.com  and are due  
by April 1, 2022. For further  
information, contact Jan at above  
email or by calling 608-774-5916. 

 
Men’s Silent Preached Retreat 

Redemptorist Retreat Center 
Theme: “Healing in a Wounded World” 

www.redemptoristretreat.org 
262-567-6900 

1800 N Timber Trail Lane 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 
The Redemptorist Retreat Center is happy to welcome  
members of the Nativity of Mary Parish and other area  

parishioners. We will explore how we can find hope in the 
midst of our worldly challenges.      

 Consider spending a weekend at the beautiful  
Redemptorist Retreat Center in Oconomowoc, WI. 
Join men from our community for renewal,  
reflection, fellowship, peace, and quiet time with 
our Lord. Please register for a weekend that works 
for you by calling the Center or registering online. 
Available weekends include Feb. 25-27, March 4-6, 
March 11-13 & April 8-10. A minimum of 10  
retreatants are necessary for a weekend. Please  
register ASAP.  

  
 COVID Protocols include required masking and  

social distancing 
Check in Friday 6:15 pm  

Orientation 7:15 pm 
Concludes after Mass and lunch about 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday 

            Donation:  $230.00 includes private room, board, and 
materials 
Call Santo Carfora @ 756-1815 if you have any questions.  

Money Matters: 
Please Stay Tuned 
Our Contribution  

Reports will  
return soon! 

mailto:renativitymary@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
mailto:tbierfam@gmail.com
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What’s Happening 



Special Collection in February 
for ECHO 

 

Any weekend in February 
 12/13, 19/20, 26/27 

 

Please show your LOVE of neighbor by 
bringing an item from this list to donate: 

 

Groceries: 
Crackers 

Boxed Meals 
Hamburger Helper 

Baked Beans 
Kidney Beans 
Tomato Paste 
Canned Meats 

Manwich Sauce 
Breakfast Bars 

 

Cleaning Supplies: 
Dish Soap 

 

Personal Items: 
Toothbrush 

Shampoo 
Deodorant 

Tampax 
Pads 

************************** 
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News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill the 
law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions : We have space available! 
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call the parish office, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, February 14 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, February 15 
   12:10 PM  Clara & Roman Szerlong 
Wednesday, February 16 
    8:15 AM  Members of the Hayden & Laura Fiedler Family 
Thursday, February 17 
    8:15 AM   Ferruccio James Mongiat 
Friday, February 18 
     8:15  Jesus Maria Taveras & Italia Vargas 
Saturday, February 19 
    4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, February 20 
       8:30 AM  Dorothy Kaufman & Dave Wanninger 
   10:30 AM  Fr. Steve Umhoefer 

 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

 

Adoration  
Friday, following Daily Mass 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together. 

http://www.nativitymary.org

