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Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Please welcome our new Parish and School Families! 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Austin Tobin 

 
We are so happy you are here! 

     St. Mary Schools aspires to prepare our students to lead 
successful Catholic/Christian lives by building faith and 
character, developing talents, and striving for academic 
excellence.    
     We recently celebrated the feast day for Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  In 1858, Mary appeared to a fourteen-year-old 
girl in a grotto (cave) in Lourdes, France.  Her name was 
Bernadette.  The site is now a shrine to Mary, and millions 
of people make a pilgrimage to Lourdes every year to pray 
and for healing. 
     Lots of sports activities last weekend, the Olympics  
continue and Sunday was the Super Bowl.  St. Mary’s  
Basketball Teams played here on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. and 
at St. Joes in the afternoon. 
     This week was a short week with classes on Monday,  
Tuesday and Wednesday and Parent Teacher conferences 
on Thursday.  No school on Friday.  Some of our teachers 
used a student-led format for conferences where the  
student was present and helped to lead the conferences.  
     Also, on Tuesday February 15, 2022, St. Mary’s celebrat-
ed the 100th Day.  The day is a symbolic celebration of  
students' academic and personal achievements of the  
academic year so far. The 100th day milestone is often  
eagerly anticipated when the countdown begins following 
the holidays.  Many fun and engaging activities were 
planned for this important day. 
     Please attend our next school mass on Wednesday,  
February 23, 2022, when our students will be leading our 
worship.  Mass starts at 8:15 a.m, and we love to have our 
Parish Community support our learners!  
     Thank you also to those who were able to attend our 
Culver’s Scoopie Night on Wednesday!   
     Weekend Prayer:  God of Light, help us to wear our love 
for others openly so that it shines brightly for all to see.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord, who is the Light of the 
World and together we say…Glory Be to the Father, and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and will ever be, world without end. Amen. 

2022 Diocese of Madison Annual Catholic Appeal  
 Please Make a Generous Pledge 

If you have not already done so, please fill out one of the 
envelopes and return it to our parish office.  They play a 
vital role in fulfilling the needs of the Annual Catholic  
Appeal, and serving the great needs of the  
Diocese of Madison. 

Lent 2022 is ten days away. There will be three Ash 
Wednesday services during the day to begin this holy  
season. Be sure to pick up a copy of the Lenten spiritual 
booklet for your reflection and inspiration available at the 
church entrances. Our parish subscription to Formed will 
be an added resource that all of our parishioners may  
access on line for a wide variety of excellent programs,  
videos, spiritual talks and presentations for all age groups.  
 
Go Make Disciples continues to gain momentum in our  
Diocese and Lent will give an extra emphasis to the  
importance of prayer, daily prayer, in all our lives if we are 
to grow in our disciple making calling. You may wish to 
share your favorite prayers with family and friends as a 
way to open an opportunity for sharing your faith in Jesus 
Christ. Even if we do this one time, who knows what the 
Holy Spirit may accomplish because of our effort. Let us 
pray for one another and for a grace filled Lent together. 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Give, and gifts will be given to you: a good measure, packed 
together, shaken down and overflowing, will be poured into 
your lap.” Luke 6:38 
******************************************************* 
Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem to make practical 
sense. When we hear things like love your enemies and do 
good to them, turn the other cheek when struck, give to  
anyone who asks, do to others as you would have them do to 
you, be merciful, stop judging, forgive, and give to others, we 
get a bit unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to do all of these 
things, but does He really want us to do them, too? Many good
-hearted Christians really draw the line with some of these 
ideals and say, “No way!” They even remark that if someone 
did something hurtful to someone they loved, they would 
have no reservations seeking severe retribution. There is still 
this persistent thinking, even among those who consider 
themselves Christian, that a violent action deserves a violent 
response. Somehow, we continue to justify this. 

Yet, it is most clearly against the very grain of the Gospel. Part 
of our difficulty has more to do with understanding God’s 
love. We wrongly think that sinful or hurtful actions and evil 
people somehow are seen as lesser in God’s eyes. They are 
not. God loves the sinner as much as He does the saint. And, 
both of these inclinations exist in every human being, even 
those who consider themselves holy. Both the capacity for 
good and the disposition toward evil exist in every one of us. 
Viktor Frankl has this to say when reflecting on the Holocaust: 
“Our generation is a realistic generation because we have 
learned what a human being really is. When all is said and 
done, man is that same creature who invented the gas-
chambers of Auschwitz; but he is also that being who walked 
upright into those chambers with the prayer ‘Shema Yisrael’ 
on his lips.” 

If we believe in God, we have to act like God. Whether we like 
that idea is another issue. If we don’t then perhaps, we need 
to reconsider our faith and whether we really believe in Jesus 
Christ. We are made in the image of God, not the image of  
ourselves. The Christian must, at all costs, leave resentment 
and the need for retaliation behind, 
lose defensiveness and bring into the 
mind and heart the realization of who 
we represent in this world. 

©LPi 

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., Carmen Heath-

Vega, Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Matt, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, Jean 

O’Leary, Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max 

Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, Andrew 

Stuehler, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Beth Mongiat at the 
Nativity House, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, February 20, 2022 
Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
1 Sm 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23 / 1Cor 15:45-49 / Lk 6:27-38 (81) 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, February 27, 2022 
Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Sir 27:4-7 / 1 Cor 15:54-58 / Lk 6:39-45(84) 
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What’s Happening 

Our Traveling Chalice program here at St. Mary's has been 
an ongoing stream of prayers since 2010.  Those prayers 
encourage and support each person's vocation in life and 
your prayers DO make a difference!!  Please continue them 
whether you are hosting the Chalice  
during a given week, or not.  Prayers are always heard by 
God and appreciated by all. 
 

PLEASE, consider hosting our Traveling  
Chalice and keeping that 12 year stream of prayers  
going.  Vocations are needed.  And it is vitally important that 
each of us discern God’s vocation for us in our own lives.   
 

If you are willing to host the Traveling Chalice, you can sign 

up online through Sign Up Genius, call the Parish Office at 

752-7861, extension 104, or email  

renativitymary@gmail.com and let us know.   

Please consider this important ministry.   

 

Link to Sign Up Genius: Scroll down to find more dates.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-

traveling  

Traveling  
Chalice 

Catholic Women’s Club Scholarship 
The Janesville Catholic Women’s Club is offering  
scholarships for high school seniors who are active  
members of the four Catholic parishes in Janesville.  
Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA.  
 
Selection will be based on active involvement in the  
Catholic Church, academic standing, and other  
extracurricular activities in the school and community.  
 
Funds are raised at the club’s Dollars for Scholars Card  
Party, usually held twice a year.  
Applications are available at the  
Parker and Craig guidance offices or  
by contacting Jan Bier at  
tbierfam@gmail.com  and are due  
by April 1, 2022. For further  
information, contact Jan at above  
email or by calling 608-774-5916. 

 TOTAL Budget 

Week 26   

12-31-2021 $325,941  $302,510  

Week 31   

1-31-2022 $385,623  $360,685 

You are invited to a Franciscan Zoom Retreat to assist with 
discerning a call to Franciscan Prayer and Life.  
Dates: March 18-20, 2022 
Who: Young women ages 20-32 with discerning hearts. 
Schedule: Conference each evening @ 6:30PM 
Individual appointments with directory daily when you are 
available. By immersing ourselves into the prayer of Saints 
Francis and Clare, we will unfold how God is working in 
our lives in this twenty-first century. 
Expectations 
+at least one half to one hour of prayer in addition to the 
conference and individual appointment 
+attendance at each conference 
+willingness to view posted materials as time permits 
To Register: 
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/vocation-retreat-registration/ 
Your Director 
Sister Anne Marie Lom OSF is a member of the Franciscan 
Sisters of Christian Charity, Manitowoc, WI. 
Sister holds a Master’s Degree in Applied Spirituality from 

the University of San Francisco and served an internship in 

Franciscan Spiritual Direction for three months in Ontario, 

Canada. She has taught elementary,  

secondary and post-secondary students 

and most recently served on the Council 

of her Congregation. She has facilitated 

the training of Spiritual Directors and 

has offered retreats throughout the 

United States. Presently she coordinates 

St. Francis House of Prayer in  

Manitowoc, WI. 

Money Matters 

mailto:renativitymary@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
mailto:tbierfam@gmail.com
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/vocation-retreat-registration/


Special Collection in February 
for ECHO 

 

Any weekend in February 
 19/20, 26/27 

Please show your LOVE of neighbor by 
bringing an item from this list to donate: 

Groceries: 
Crackers 

Boxed Meals 
Hamburger Helper 

Baked Beans 
Kidney Beans 
Tomato Paste 
Canned Meats 
Manwich Sauce 
Breakfast Bars 

Cleaning Supplies: 
Dish Soap 

Personal Items: 
Toothbrush 
Shampoo 
Deodorant 
Tampax 
Pads 

************************** 
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What’s Happening 

E.C.H.O. Community Meal 
Every month, E.C.H.O. sponsors a meal for anyone 
in need in our community. St. John Lutheran 
Church in Janesville always hosts the meal, but 
many local churches take a turn in providing and 
serving the meal. 
 
Nativity of Mary will serve the E.C.H.O. Communi-
ty meal on Saturday February 26th, at 11:30 am. 
Due to precautions, this year the meal is a car-
ryout meal. A small number of volunteers will be 
preparing and serving the meal. A big shout out to 
these generous volunteers!  

We are need of Ushers at all Masses: 
Do you come to Mass at a consistent time?   
Are you looking for a way to serve others? 
Please consider being an Usher.  Contact Bob in 
the Office of Liturgy at 752-7861 or talk to one of 
the Ushers at Mass.  

Now enrolling for the 2022-2023 School Year: 
St. Mary School has openings in all grades, from 
3k to 8th grade! Give your child a wonderful  
educational foundation that will grow with them, 
and help develop strong Catholic Values!  

Call the school office today for a tour and  
enrollment information (608)754-5221 

 
Finance Council Thursday February 24th at 
7:15 am via Zoom. Contact the parish office for 
the link. 
 
Pastoral Council Tuesday March 8th at 6:30pm 
in the Nativity House.  
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News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill the 
law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Mass Intentions : We have space available! 
 

Mass intentions are issued based on the universal law  
of the Church.  Mass intentions are scheduled on a  
first-come-first-served basis.  The suggested offering is  
$10 per intention.  Please call the parish office, extension 100. 
 

A request may be made for: 
 a person who is living 
 a person who is deceased 
 members of a family 
 an intention fitting to the Eucharistic celebration;  
     vocations, dedication to life, persecuted Christians,  
        world peace, etc. 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, February 21 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, February 22 
   12:10 PM  Francisco and Jose  Taveras 
Wednesday, February 23 
    8:15 AM  Special Intention 
Thursday, February 24 
    8:15 AM   Margaret Niesen 
Friday, February 25 
     8:15  Brian Hansen  
Saturday, February 26 
    4:30 PM  Frank Koch 
Sunday, February 27 
       8:30 AM  For the Parish 
   10:30 AM  Brian Hansen 

 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

 

Adoration  
Friday, following Daily Mass 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with the Knights of  
Columbus, following 8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together. 

A statement about stock contributions and 
IRA Rollover as parish donations: 
Many times these donations come in throughout the year 

and we are unable to attribute them to an account, because 

checks come without a parishioner’s name on them.  Please 

see if your financial institution can put your name or parish 

envelope number as a memo. Otherwise, if you know when 

the check is going to be sent, let our office know so that 

when it is deposited we can credit your account properly.  

We appreciate your continued support, thank you. 

Ash Wednesday is March 2, 2022 
Please Join us,  
8:15 a.m. Mass 

12:10p.m. Word Service with Ashes 
6:15p.m. Mass 

http://www.nativitymary.org

