
of Nativity  Mary 
313 E.  WALL  S TREET •  JANESVILLE,  WISCO NSI N 53545 -3047  

 
 

May 8, 2022  •  Fourth Sunday of Easter & Mother’s Day 

 

Parish Address 
313 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Website ............. www.nativitymary.org 
Phone ............................... (608) 752-7861 
Pastor .................. Msgr. Daniel Ganshert 
Email: daniel.ganshert@straphael.org 

 
Parish Offices are in the  
Nativity House located  
behind the church  
 
Business Manager 
Sandra Lee 
Email: accounts@nativitymary.org 

Liturgy Director  
Bob Craig 
Email: liturgy@nativitymary.org 

Parish Secretary 
Parish Secretary...…..…....Beth Mongiat 
Email: psec@nativitymary.org                                         

Pastoral Outreach Director  
Sr. Ruth Brings 
Email: rbrings@nativitymary.org

Religious Education 
Phone .............................. .(608) 752-7861 
Coordinator……………Colleen Szerlong 
Email: re@nativitymary.org 
 

St. Mary School 
307 E. Wall Street 
Janesville, WI 53545-3047 
Phone ..............................  (608) 754-5221 
Principal……………………..Kim Ehrhardt 
Secretary ……………………Lisa Nemeth 
 

Prayer Network 
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
 

Sat. 4:30 pm  
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 am

We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 
From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

2022 Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
Status as of April 29, 2022 

Our parish goal for this year is $58,658.00. 

We have currently received pledges from parishioners  
totaling $40,711.00 

We have already paid $33,695.66. We are more than half 
way to our goal! The number of contributors from the parish 
is 126 at this time. If you would like to find out more, call or 
stop by the parish center for more information. 

A sincere “Thank You” to all who are helping us to meet this 
important financial obligation for St. Mary’s. 

Msgr. Dan 

Rock County chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life will have 
roses for donations fundraiser this weekend for Moth-
er’s Day. It will be a touchless Mother’s Day Roses for  
donations because of COVID. So the Roses will be  
available for you to take and leave a donation. Since we 
will not have change to give to people, please bring cash 
or checks to put in the container for donations.  
Suggested donations are $3 for 1 rose, $5 for 2 roses and 
$24 for 12 roses. Or you can leave whatever amount for 
the roses you take.  
 
Thank you for your rose donations which fund our booth 
at the Rock County 4-H Fair and other pro life projects, 
such as advertising, funding for teens and college  
students to attend pro life events, etc. The Rock County  
4-H Fair is the largest youth Fair in the USA. 

It has been another active and engaging week here at St. 
Mary School. Here is a brief recap.  
Camilla Owen, a local tennis star aficionado, completed her 
two-week time with us co-teaching with Mr. Larson to  
introduce students to the game of tennis.  Ms. Owen was 
very impressed with the student conduct and interest in 
tennis from St. Mary's students.  
Cora Nemeth and Elliott Lee gave mini-workshops to the 
student body about their year-long study of Wisconsin—see 
the Facebook post. Those attending were also fortunate to 
taste some authentic Wisconsin cheese and venison  
sausage. 
Forward Janesville Assistant Director, Mr. Dan Cunningham, 
made a presentation to grades two and three on Thursday, 
that is part of our Leader in Me instructional unit. Mr. 
Cunningham challenged students to identify their ideas 
about the future of Janesville. Next week, former state  
representative Debra Kolste will visit St. Mary's and explore 
with our students the role of leadership for those whose 
career involves public service.  
On Friday, students in grades (K-5) traveled to the  
Janesville Performing Arts Center to experience a dramatic 
presentation of Charlotte's Web, based on the book by 
American author E. B. White. The novel tells the story of a 
livestock pig named Wilbur and his friendship with a barn 
spider named Charlotte. When Wilbur is in danger of being 
slaughtered by the farmer, Charlotte writes messages  
praising Wilbur (such as "Some Pig") on her web to  
persuade the farmer to let him live. We were all incredibly 
proud of the performance by two of our own, Ella Roherty 
and Ryan Suiter, who were members of the cast.  
Finally, Sunday, May 1, 2022, was our final family mass of 
the school year and included our annual May crowning  
during the Mass. School staff, students, and parents were 
actively involved with different parts of the liturgy,  
including special music. Our youngest students were also 
part of the procession to crown Mary that will take place 
after the homily. Also, at church this Sunday we will had on 
display many of our recent Science Fair posters.  
 Looking ahead to our busy May calendar we have a lot of 
special activities for the first week of May.  This week was 
Teacher Appreciation Week--a wonderful time of the year to 
express our gratitude to those who are responsible for 
teaching your children.  Also, on Thursday (May 5) we  
started the day (8:15 a.m.) with Emily Balsley who  
explained the upcoming mural project that will be  
commenced during the summer.  Parents were invited to 
attend this assembly which took place in the gym.  On  
Friday we had the Flower Sale pickup and Move-Up day 
where students advance to the next grade and meet their 
teachers and learn a little about what is in store for them for 
the next year. Our first track meet is Saturday, May 7, 2022, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. at Monterey Stadium. 
Please be on the watch for field trip permission forms that 
will be going out this week for our May trips. Thank you! 

As we celebrate Mother's Day we also extend our  
congratulations to our First Communion class this weekend 
and to their families. May all of us be especially inspired as 
we reflect on the many times we have been privileged to 
receive the Holy  Eucharist over the course of our lives. May 
our first communicants be blessed on their special day and 
throughout all the days of their life's journey in  
companionship with Jesus Christ. 
Please find the letter from Bishop Hying that was read to 
the parish at Mass’ last weekend on page 4. 
Additionally, if you look at our website now, you will find 
the links to the Go Make Disciples Survey, nativitymary.org . 
 

https://www.nativitymary.org/
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Readings for May 8, The 4th Sunday of Easter 
First Reading: For so the Lord has commanded us,  
“I have made you a light to the Gentiles, that you may be an 
instrument of salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Act 13:47) 
Psalm: We are his people, the sheep of his flock. (Ps 100)  
Or Alleluia. 
Second Reading: For the Lamb who is in the center of the 
throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of  
life-giving water. (Rev 7:17) 
Gospel: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they  
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never  
perish.” (Jn 10:27-28) 
 
Readings for the week: 
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Jn 
12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27/Jn 
13:16-20 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Jn 
15:9-17 
 
Observances for the week of May 08, 2022 
Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations; Mother’s Day 
Tuesday: St. Damien de Veuster, Priest 
Thursday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, 
Martyr 
Friday: Our Lady of Fatima  
Saturday: St. Matthias, Apostle  
Next Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter; St. Isidore  
 
Readings for May  15, The 5th Sunday of Easter 
First Reading: They called the church together  
and reported what God had done with them. (Acts 14:27) 
Psalm: I will praise your name for ever, my king and my 
God. (Ps 146) 
Or Alleluia. 
Second Reading: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or 
pain, for the old order has passed away.” (Rev 21:4) 
Gospel: I give you a new commandment: love one  
another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one  
another. (Jn 13:34) 
 
©LPi 

Scripture                                                                                                                    Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Noah Cotter, Katherine C., Sue 

Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, Corbin Grieving, 

Jackie H., Carmen Heath-Vega, Alice Jensen, 

Christine Ansier Katzer, Matt, Mary McGuire, 

Susan, Patricia Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Richard 

Peck, Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld, 

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder, Andrew 

Stuehler, Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Beth Mongiat at the 
Nativity House, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
Contact Mary Ann 608-754-5284 with your  intention. 
Which will remain anonymous.  

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
World Day of Prayer will be observed on Sunday, May 8, 
2022 also known as "Good Shepherd Sunday."  The purpose 
of this day is to publicly fulfill the Lord's instruction to, 
"Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his har-
vest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  Please pray that young men and 
women hear and respond generously to the Lord's call to 
the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies of apostol-
ic life or secular institutes. Resources for promoting voca-
tions can be found on the USCCB website. 

https://www.usccb.org/


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, The Lord is risen! Alleluia! In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ we receive the 

forgiveness of our sins, the grace to enter into a loving relationship with God, and the hope of eternal life. In the Scriptures, the 

sacraments, and the entire life of the Church, we are able to grow in the glory of the risen Lord Jesus, as beloved children of the 

Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit!  

In my travels throughout the diocese, I have come to realize that Catholics everywhere share the same spiritual hungers of the 

heart. We all want a deeper personal experience of Jesus’ love and life. We all long to pray better. We all seek a Sunday  

experience of the Eucharist which nourishes our hearts and souls. We all desire excellent and inspiring preaching, liturgical 

music, and formation opportunities for ourselves and the next generation. We all crave joyful and deeper connections with  

other faithful Catholics. We all long to speak about our faith with others who do not know Christ with greater confidence and 

joy. And while I am convinced that God wants to meet these common spiritual hungers through His Church, the Church can only 

fully do so in parishes and schools which are equipped with excellent pastors, staff, and resources. This pastoral excellence  

becomes hard to achieve when a priest is working alone in multiple parishes, the staff are minimal and overwhelmed, the  

number of people engaged in the life of the parish are aging and dwindling, and resources are fading.  

Many of the metrics of religious practice in our country are sadly moving in the wrong direction as secularism continues to 

grow. Sadly, marriages, baptisms, confirmations, and Mass attendance are all declining and have been for many years now. I 

refuse to settle for a resigned acceptance of this diminishment, however, and I know that many of you feel the same way. Now 

is the time for us to boldly and courageously put out into the deep, as Jesus urged Simon Peter to do on the Sea of Galilee, and to 

reimagine our parishes and other institutions so that they might better flourish in the Holy Spirit, feed our people, and renew 

the world in the firepower of the Gospel.  

Imagine our priests working together in new ways, so that none of them feel alone or overwhelmed. Imagine full Masses  

everywhere with engaged disciples worshiping the Lord in joy and reverence. Imagine every parish having high quality Page  

discipleship formation, RCIA process, sacramental preparation, and evangelizing initiatives. Imagine every Catholic in the  

Diocese of Madison wanting to be an active member of the Church because every parish is gloriously alive in the Holy Spirit and 

their hearts are burning within them. To achieve this vision of greater spiritual vibrancy and life, which is the goal of our Go 

Make Disciples evangelizing efforts,  

I am announcing a strategic planning initiative, “Into the Deep.” This initiative will involve a process of data research and  

analysis, followed by consultative input from both leaders and people all over the diocese, to move our parishes fully from 

maintenance to mission, to strategically realign our resources to serve the needs of our people today, to help our priests,  

leaders and people to fully flourish in the joy and power of our Catholic faith. To help us with this process, the diocese has  

engaged the services of PartnersEdge, LLC, a Catholic group of professionals who have aided other dioceses all over the country 

to reimagine, align, and move the local Church into a healthier and more fruitful place of spiritual excellence and flourishing. 

We have no predetermined outcomes or plans in this endeavor, but will follow the data, research, analysis, and process. We will 

broadly consult everyone. We will take into account our rich history and spiritual values. And, above all, we will pray to the 

Holy Spirit and ask God to guide our efforts to serve Him and His Church with greater zeal and generosity, so the Gospel  

becomes ever more widely preached and the Catholic faith ever more vibrantly lived in our diocese. To set out into the deep 

requires faith, hope and courage. We have these gifts because the Lord is always with us in the gift of His One, Holy, Catholic 

and Apostolic Church.  

With joy in the risen Lord,  

+Donald J. Hying Bishop of Madison 

The Diocese has included a timeline on their website: https://www.intothedeepmadison.org/timeline-1 
Spring of 2022: Into the Deep  strategic planning process is announced and shared throughout the diocese; data is gath-
ered from parishes, schools and other institutions, which will be used to create a “Current Reality Report” 
Summer-Fall 2022: The “Current Reality Report” is produced; various leadership groups of priests, religious, and lay people 
from across the diocese are consulted to help discern the best path forward 
Winter 2023-Fall 2023: Determinations are made following the various consultations and public feedback phayse 
about how to best align our resources for the sake of mission and the good of our people.  
*This timeline will be updated throughout this process. 

https://www.intothedeepmadison.org/timeline-1
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A statement about stock contributions and IRA  

Rollover as parish donations: Please see if your  

financial institution can put your name or parish envelope 

number as a memo on the check. Otherwise, if you know 

when the check is going to be sent, let our office know so 

that when it is deposited we can credit your account 

properly. We appreciate your continued support! 

What’s Happening 

CENTERING PRAYER -MAY 9 
Mondays 11:00-11:30 AM in the Nativity House.  For more 
information call Matt 608-718-9543. 
 
TAIZE’ PRAYER WILL- MAY 9 
Second Monday of each month 7:00 PM in the church. 
For more information call Ann 608-862-3756. 
 
DARE TO DREAM BOOK CLUB- MAY 9 
We are now reading "The Storyteller" by Jodi Picoult. Pick 
your copy to read this month from the Parish Office in the 
Nativity House, and then join us on May 9th, at 6p.m. in the 
Nativity House for a lively discussion on the book!  
 
PARISH COUNCIL- MAY 17 
Pease join us for our monthly meeting at 6:30pm in the  
Nativity House. All registered adult parish members are 
invited to attend. 

Taize’ Prayer returns in May  
with a prayer for peace 

 
“Prayer is a serene force at work within human beings,  
stirring them up, transforming them, never allowing them to 
close their eyes in the face of evil, of wars, of all that threatens 
the weak of this world.  From it we draw the energy to wage 
other struggles—to enable our loved ones to survive, to  
transform the human condition, to make the earth a place fit 
to live in. 
                   --Brother Roger of Taize’ 
                         
These words were written by one of the founders of Taize’ 
Prayer, which began in the little community of Taize’, 
France, during the 1940s, following the destruction of 
World War II.  A group of religious men sought to create an 
ecumenical form of prayer that would foster reconciliation 
and peace among all people.  Today Taize’ Prayer is  
celebrated throughout the world, bringing Christians of all 
traditions together in song, to hear God’s words in Scripture 
and to listen in silence for God’s voice in their hearts. 
 
Now, once again our world is fractured by wars and conflict, 
afflicted with diseases of body and spirit, facing crises  
unheard of when Taize’ Prayer began nearly eight decades 
ago—in short, a world deeply in need of prayer.  After a  
necessary time apart, our St. Mary’s celebration of Taize’ 
Prayer returns in the Season of Easter, a time of hope and 
renewal. Please join us on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 p.m. to 
offer a fervent prayer for peace and healing in our troubled 
world.     

Left to right: Mark Hawthorne, Kari Ann Buehl, Todd Buehl, 
Cooper Buehl. 
Please warmly welcome our newest Nativity of Mary Catholics, 
now known as "neophytes". After a journey of conversion, they 
were received into the Catholic church at our Easter Vigil Mass. 
May you all be filled with love and faith on your life long  
pilgrimage as Catholics! 

May Crowning 
Nativity of Mary recently completed their Religious  

Education year with a beautiful May Crowning in their 

Mary Garden on campus. Children and parents began in 

church with a procession to the Mary Garden while singing 

"Immaculate Mary". After praying the Hail Mary, "Salve 

Regina" was sung while Mary was crowned. The ceremony 

was completed with the praying of the Memorare. 
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News & Notes Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, May 9 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, May 10 
   No Mass 
Wednesday, May 11 
    8:15 AM Phil Reuter 
Thursday, May 12 
       8:15 AM Thomas M. Ryan 
Friday, May 13 
    8:15 AM Bonnie & Vince McKeown 
Saturday, May 14 
    4:30 PM Pat & Jane Cassidy 
Sunday, May 15 
       8:30 AM  John & Janet Prusansky 
   10:30 AM  For the Parish 

 

Confession 
Wednesday 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturday 9:30-10:30 AM 

Adoration  
Friday, following Daily Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider hosting the Traveling Chalice in your home 
and praying for vocations. Let’s continue this 12 year  
legacy! If you are able to host the Traveling Chalice, you can 
sign up online through Sign Up Genius, call the Parish Office 
at 752-7861, extension 104, or email  
renativitymary@gmail.com and let us know.   
Please consider this important ministry.   

Link to Sign Up Genius: Scroll down to find more dates.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-

traveling  

Traveling  
Chalice 

 Budget Actual 

April  $ 45,000 $ 47,614.35 

   

Money Matters 

Support our School 
Come and Discover the St. Mary’s Difference! 
Now enrolling for the 2022-2023 School Year 

 A STEM curriculum, so our learners can succeed in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

 Before and after care, plus wrap around care for 3 
and 4 year olds 

 Speaking of 3 and 4 year olds, we offer 3K and 
(free!) 4K 

 8:1 Student teacher ratio offers each student a 
perfect environment to excel individually, as well 
as opportunities for collaboration with students in 
all grade levels. This is real world experience that 
prepares our students for successful futures! 

 Affordable and tax deductible tuition 
 Many sports and extracurricular activities 
 A caring family atmosphere 
St. Mary School has openings in all grades, from 3k to 
8th grade! Give your child a wonderful educational 
foundation that will grow with them! Call the school 
office today for a tour- (608)754-5221. 

The Family of Tom Hillebrand, former parish member 
and long time resident of Janesville, who passed away 
on February 10th, is having a celebration of his life on 
July 31st from 1-4pm at Rotary Gardens. All are invited.  

The Board of Directors of the Adult Catholic Spirit Club met 
recently and it was voted to disband.  This decision was 
reached primarily due to declining attendance and lack of 
people willing to take over leadership roles. 
 
We are sorry the monthly potluck/program gatherings are 
ending as they provided a good way for socializing.   
Perhaps, in the future, this can continue in another way. 
 
Adult Catholic Spirit Club Board Members:  Phyllis Byrne – 
Dolores Dilley – Ellen Even – Ginny Hirsch – Ev Kealey – 
Joan Pastula – Joan Wanninger 

Thank you to all who contributed to our Special Lenten  
Collections. Together we can do so much! 

 
Echo: $609.00 
House of Mercy: $2091.00 
St. Francis Solanus, our Sister Parish: $1802.00 
Health Net: $1,188.00 
Project 1649: $2307.00 
 

mailto:renativitymary@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling

