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Adoration 

Fridays following daily Mass 

of 

On special days, and during special seasons, incense is used as a visual aid to 
remind us of the sacredness of a holy day or season. Incense will be used at  

4 pm and 6 pm Christmas Eve Masses.  

Join us during the last three weeks of Advent and prepare 
our hearts for the Messiah’s coming on Christmas!  We will 

enjoy a brief video by our own Bishop Hying, then talk 
about what we have seen and how to prepare our hearts. 

Each week will finish with a Holiday Happy Hour,  
complete with light holiday snacks. 

 

Join us for our journey through Advent! 
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From Fr. Paul... 

 
 
 

David Bickle and Phyllis Grams  were recently called to 
eternal life. Please  

remember them in your prayers. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine  upon them. May the souls of the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen  

St. Mary School 

 “Unfailing Love” is a monthly gathering of people 

striving to understand God’s path on this life journey.  

Colleen and I invite you to join us on Monday, January 16 

at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s parish in the Nativity House 

in Janesville, for an evening of reminiscing about some 

really special people, prayer, and encouragement. The first 

session, “Let There Be Light,” follows several big holidays, 

which can sometimes be challenging. We hope that you’ll 

consider joining us, as we pray to understand God’s path 

for us on this journey. We plan to meet on the third  

Monday of the month beginning in January. For more  

information, contact Colleen at 608-346-3383 or Sabrina 

 at 608-931-3898. 

     Stewardship Corner: “Therefore, every tree that does not 
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  
Matthew 3:10 - Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you 
spend time in prayer, or do you waste it with mindless  
activity? Do you use your talent to help others or are you 
too busy? Do you use your treasure to support the Church, 
or do you buy more things that go unused. Our time, talent 
and treasure are gifts from God. What we do with these gifts 
is our gift back to Him. What gifts are you planning to give 
to the Lord during this upcoming Christmas season? 
     Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary: A 
Holy Day of Obligation: Thursday December 8, 2022, is the 
Solemnity of Immaculate Conception of Mary “Maria  
Immaculata” and day that Catholics are required to attend 
mass. The doctrine of Immaculate Conception of Mary  
teaches that “The Blessed Virgin Mary was preserved, in the 
first instant of her conception, by a singular grace and  
privilege of God omnipotent and because of the merits of Jesus 
Christ the Savior of the human race, free from all stain of  
original sin” (Dogma of the Immaculate Conception, Pope 
Pius IX, December 8, 1954) This means that Mary was  
conceived in the state of perfect justice, free from original 
sin, and all its consequences and penalties, in virtue of the  
redemption won by Christ on the cross. In this sense, the 
privilege of the Immaculate Conception was the anticipated 
fruit of Christ’s saving passion, death, and resurrection (See 
Immaculate Conception, Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic  
Encyclopedia, p. 497).  
     While the first Eve’s response was to go against the will 
of God, the second Eve (Mary) said “I am the handmaid of 
the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word”. The 
first Eve passed on a fallen human nature to her  
descendants. Mary passed on Jesus the savior of human 
race. Because of Mary’s special role as the Mother of God’s 
Son, the Church believes and teaches that she was the first 
to be saved by the grace of that Son. Mary was above all the 
one who heard the word of God and heeded it. Her yes to 
God gives us hope. It teaches us that God does not force us 
but allows us freely to respond to the invitation of grace. 
There will be a vigil Mass on Wednesday, December 7th at 
6:30PM here at St Mary  
Parish, and then Mass at 8:15A.M. on Thursday December 
8th. Please, know that our school kids will be present at that 
Mass on the morning of Dec. 8th.  
     Church Sound System update: we have received 
about $25,000 of the $45,000 needed to this project. I am 
very thankful for all who have donated, or pledge and I 
know that I few other people told me they would help. I am 
waiting to raise the needed money before I can sign the  
contract. Thank you for your considerations. Please call the 
parish office if you have questions. 
   Continued top of next column.  

Stewardship Prayer 
My Church is composed of people like me. I help make it 
what it is. It will be friendly if I am. Its pews will be filled 

if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will 
make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous 
giver. It will bring other people into its worship and fel-
lowship if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of 
loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled 

with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I 
shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

that I want my church to be. Amen. 
Have a blessed Advent! - Fr. Paul 

Bereavement Ministry 

 Following the end of our first marking period, students 
got their reports cards on Wednesday, handed out  
personally by Fr. Paul.  We thank him for his strong interest 
and support of our student’s academic success.     
 This is a very exciting and busy weekend for our St. Mary 
School Families!  We have our 3rd and 4th grade basketball 
tournaments at St. Mary’s all day on Saturday December 
3rd,  (Please call the office if you are able to help!) Followed 
by the Jolly Jingle Parade in Downtown Janesville.  On  
Sunday, December 4th we will have our special JPAC 
presentation of ELF. 
 Looking ahead, this week we will celebrate Mass twice, at 
both our regularly scheduled Wednesday morning  
December 7th, and also on Thursday December 8th, as we  
celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation.     
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Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Noah Cotter, Katherine C., 

Kevin P Fox, Gerri, Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., 

Carmen Heath, Marian Hemmersbach, Alice 

Jensen, Virginia Kas, Matt, Mary McGuire, Patricia 

Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Richard Peck, Max 

Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, Colleen Schroeder,  

Marilyn Schuler, Andrew Stuehler, Brian Thon, 

Mary Tullis, Mary U. 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Parish members are welcome to  
arrange for their baby’s baptism by calling the parish office 
 
RCIA: Please call anytime if you would like to discuss 
Catholicism and see how joining the Church may offer you a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen. 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Call Rod Oldenburg. Grand Knight at 608-346-2873. 
 

Prayer Network 
Contact Mary Ann 608-754-5284 with your  intention which 
remains anonymous.  
 

Traveling Chalice 
Praying for vocations is a ministry EVERY parishioner can 
be involved in! Contact Colleen with questions. 
 

Bulletin and Flocknote Deadlines  
Content to Beth by NOON on Tuesdays. Holidays will impact 
deadlines. 

CENTERING PRAYER– DECEMBER 5 
11:00AM in the Nativity House  
 
LEGO– DECEMBER 6 & 10 
Our 4-8th grade teams from 3-4:30pm, Saturday Regionals 
at Parker High School.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCAITON– DECEMBER 7 
5:30PM Reconciliation 
 

VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT– DECEMBER 10 
Cheer on our student athletes at home! Check the SMS 
website for details! https://stmaryschoolwi.com/
school-calendar/     Are you able to help with  
admissions or concessions?  Call the school office  
today to sign up! (608)754-5221 
 
Taize’ Prayer– DECEMBER 12  

Lead us to your light, 
Lead us out of darkness. 

Lead us to your light. 
Come, Jesus, come. 

This beautiful Advent song will 
 summon us to Taize’ Prayer on Monday, December 12 at 
7:00 PM.  As always, our time together will offer a 
chance to un-crowd our hearts and minds, refresh our  
spirits—and offer a welcome respite from the busy-ness of 
these days of preparation for Christmas.  Come and bask in 
the light of candles and the warmth of friendship, raise your 
voice in simple and prayerful songs, attend to God’s  
message in Scripture, and listen in silence for God’s voice in 
your heart.    

Upcoming Events 
Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday,  December 5 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, December 6 St. Nicholas Day 
   12:10 PM  Mary Jo Fox 
Wednesday, December 7 St. Ambrose 
    8:15AM Special Intention     
       6:15PM Vigil—For the Parish 
Thursday, December 8 Feast of Immaculate Conception 
        8:15AM Bob Austin 
 Friday, December 9 St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
      8:15 Lucille Marshall 
Saturday, December 10 
    4:30 PM Fr. Stephen J. Umhoefer 
Sunday, December 11 
       8:30 AM Pat and Jane Cassidy 
   10:30 AM For the Parish 

2nd Sunday of Advent / December 4, 2022 
First Reading: Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by 
hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with  
justice, and decide aright for the land's afflicted. (Is 11:3-4)
Psalm: Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever. (Ps 72) 
Second Reading: Welcome one another, then, as Christ 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Rom 15:7) 
Gospel: John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the  
desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of  
heaven is at hand!” (Mt 3:1-2) 
©LPi       
For weekly scriptures sign up for our Flocknote email! Call the 
parish office with questions.  (608)752-7861 

Calendars for 2023, the Advent 2022 
Mganificat Companions and a selection of 

Christmas Cards are all available in the  
entryway of church.  Please come and help 

yourself, while supplies last.   
Have a blessed holiday season! 

https://stmaryschoolwi.com/school-calendar/
https://stmaryschoolwi.com/school-calendar/

