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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the  
Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  Through worship, the  
sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share  
the word of Christ in our community. -Mission Statement 
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From Fr. Paul... 

SUNDAY'S READINGS : Mary, The Holy Mother of God / January 1, 2023  
First Reading: “So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them (Nm 6:27) 
Psalm: May God bless us in his mercy. (Ps 67)  
Second Reading: When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman. (Gal 4:4)  
Gospel: The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. (Lk 
2:16)  Lpi 

Dear Parishioners, 
Greetings from Nigeria. I am visiting my mother and siblings and will be back later this month As we usher in the year 2023, I 
wish you and your loved ones a very Happy New Year and God’s abundant blessings. First, I would like to thank all who have 
given their time, talent, and treasure to the parish this past year. It takes more than just the priests to have a catholic parish and 
you have stepped up every time to help make a difference in the life of our parish. We can look back and count our blessings 
these past years, but more blessings await us in the future. I pray that we continue to be united in one spirit and one heart, 
bearing in mind that the “one mission is better than a thousand options”. Top on our list for this year is the desire for a  
continued and sustained spiritual revival and growth in our parish. I hope that we can accomplish this goal through putting 
more efforts in both our youth faith formation, and adult faith formation.   
 
We thank everyone who remembered us in one way or another during the Christmas season. Many of you send gift, cards, 
goodies, and most importantly prayers for us. Thank you so much for your love and kindness to me. We pray that the good Lord 
will continue to bless your generous hearts and reward you abundantly for your kind deeds. 

 
Something Exciting is Happening!  

As a parish, to kick off the New Year, we will begin listening to The Catechism in a Year podcasts from Fr. Mike Schmitz! Each 
daily podcast is approximately twenty minutes and will traverse the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church throughout the 
365 days of 2023. More information can be found at AscensionPress.com/ciy. You can also join the discussion on Facebook 

with over 72,000 other Catholics at Facebook.com/groups/CatechismInAYear 
 
To amplify everyone’s involvement in the Catechism in a Year Podcast, the Diocese has gifted to the parish brand new  
Catechism books, they have been available for pickup after Mass- get a copy before they’re gone! (The parish would ask 
that only those who do not already own a Catechism take one.)  
 
Mark your calendars also for The Catechism in a Year | Meet & Greet Launch Party!  
On Thursday, January 5th from 6:30-8:00pm, everyone is invited to visit St. John Vianney parish  
for a catechism discussion with Q&A — followed by a Wine & Cheese Social to launch into the New  
Year! Catechism discussion nights will be held throughout the month of January every Thursday @ 6:30pm through 
out the month of January.  Meeting dates are scheduled for:  January 5th (wine & cheese), 12th, 19th, and 26th! 

  
Commending you all to the protection of God Almighty and the loving care of Our Blessed Mother Mary, I wish you all the best 
of the New Year. 
Happy New Year!- Fr. Paul 

 

 Unfailing Love October 4, 2015 dawned as all other Sundays have.  We went to Mass, I worked a short shift at 
the library, and we took a quick trip to visit my mother for her birthday.  Then…our world fell to pieces with one phone call.  
Our 30 year old daughter had died.  No reason.  Totally unexpected.  Our life had been shattered.  She had her whole life ahead 
of her.  She wanted a family and to be a missionary.  She cared for people.  She loved so much. So many dreams.  All gone.   
 

 Sabrina Elsen and I have known each other all through our kids' growing years.  We have worked together.  We are 
friends.  She and I share a grief experience.  Sabrina lost her father 25 years ago.  He was a man who lived and loved for his 
family.  25 years, but the time does not take away grief.  Perhaps it changes, but it is there.  Why?  Because of love. “Unfailing 
Love”. We want to share with those who grieve, how we have coped, how prayer and our faith has helped us.  How we hope it 
can help you as well.  Join us.  Talk with us.  Share with us.  Pray with us. 
 

 “Unfailing Love” is a monthly gathering of people striving to understand God’s path for each of us on this life journey 
of grieving.  If you have lost a loved one,. Sabrina and I invite you to join us on Monday, January 16 at 7:00 p.m. at Nativity of 
Mary  Parish, Janesville in the Parish Hall (basement of church), for an evening of reminiscing about some really special people,  
prayer, and encouragement. 
 

 The first session, “Let There Be Light,” follows several big holidays, which can often be challenging. We hope that you’ll  

consider joining us, as we pray to understand God’s path for us on this journey. We will meet on the third Monday of each 

month beginning in January. For more information, contact Colleen at 608-346-3383 or Sabrina at 608-931-3898.  We hope to 

see you there! 
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Focus on Faith 
Please Pray For Our Parishioners: 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Noah Cotter, Katherine C., 

Kevin P Fox, Gerri, Corbin Grieving, Jackie H., 

Carmen Heath, Marian Hemmersbach, Alice 

Jensen, Virginia Kas, Matt, Mary McGuire, Patricia 

Mosher, Jean O’Leary, Richard Peck, Max 

Rammer, Heather Saalfeld, Colleen Schroeder,  

Marilyn Schuler, Andrew Stuehler, Brian Thon, 

Mary Tullis, Mary U. 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Parish members are welcome to  
arrange for their baby’s baptism by calling the parish office 
 
RCIA: Please call anytime if you would like to discuss 
Catholicism and see how joining the Church may offer you a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen. 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Call Rod Oldenburg. Grand Knight at 608-346-2873. 
 

Prayer Network 
Contact Mary Ann 608-754-5284 with your  intention which 
remains anonymous.  
 

Traveling Chalice 
Praying for vocations is a ministry EVERY parishioner can 
be involved in! Contact Colleen with questions. 
 

Bulletin and Flocknote Deadlines  
Content to Beth by NOON on Tuesdays. Holidays will impact 
deadlines. 

 
 
 
 

Eleanor Bier, Ann McKee and Al Funk  
were recently called to eternal life. Please  

remember them in your prayers. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine  upon them. May the souls of the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen  

Tuesday January 3 
Students return – Christmas Vacation is over  
LEGO Team– 3:00pm 
 
Wednesday January 4 

School Mass– 8:15am in the church   

Choir Practice– 6:00pm in the Church  

 

Thursday January 5 

Catechism in a Year Launch Party– 6:30pm at St. John 

Vianney parish 

 

Sunday January 8 

Janesville Catholic Women Club-8:00 am in Church Hall   

 

Monday January 9 

Centering Prayer– 11:00am in Nativity House 

Taize Prayer– 7:00pm in church   

Book Club-As many of you know, our parish has had an 

active and thriving book club since the Fall of 2016. We  

always welcome and are excited to have new readers join 

us. This month we are reading “Joy to the World” by Scott 

Hahn.  If you're interested, you may pick up a copy, along 

with our 2023 book list, in the Parish Office.  Starting in 

January 2023, we will continue meeting on the second  

Monday of the month.  However, our meeting time has 

changed.  We will meet at 1pm in the Nativity House.  If, 

over time, we have requests for an evening meeting time, 

we will accommodate that as well.  So, please join us on 

Monday, January 9 at 1pm to talk about “Joy to the World”.  

At that meeting we’ll also get our next book. 

Upcoming Events 
Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday,  January 2 Sts. Basil the Great &  
Gregory Nazianzen 
   No Mass 
Tuesday, January 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
   12:10 Decd. Members of Janesville Catholic Women’s Club 
Wednesday, January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
    8:15AM Mary E. Hughes 
Thursday, January 5St. John Neumann 
        8:15AM Dorothy Smith 
Friday, January 6 St. Andre Bessette 
      8:15 AM Jacky Morgan Families  
Saturday, January 7 St. Raymond of Peñafort 
    4:30 PM Avalon Widner 
Sunday, January 8 The Epiphany of the Lord 
     8:30 AM  For the Parish 
 10:30 AM Russell Lakoski 


